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SERMON, 


1  Timothy,  vi.  6. 

But  godliness  with  contentment  is  great  gain. 

*  Virtues,*  observes  an  eminent  writer,  *  are  like 
friends,  necessary  in  all  fortunes;  but  those  are 
the  best  which  are  the  friends  of  our  sadness. 
No  good  man  then  can  be  friendless,  nor  have 
reason  to  complain  of  the  Divine  Providence, 
or  accuse  the  public  disorder  of  things  or  his 
own  infelicity,  since  God  has  appointed  one  re- 
medy for  all  the  evils  in  the  world,  and  that  is, 
a  contented  spirit'.'  This  happy  temper  the 
Apostle  speaks  of  in  my  text :  he  teaches  us 
that  it  is  inseparably  connected  with  godliness  ; 
and  that  the  two  are  the  greatest  gain  to  us  as 
sinful  and  disordered  creatures.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  explain  this  interesting  subject,  which 
must  always  be  a  seasonable  one,    but  espe- 

*  Bishop  Jer.  Taylor,  Holy  Living,  Sect.  IV. 
112 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


4  THE    DUTY   OF   CONTENTMENT 

cially  at  a  time  when  the  peculiar  visitations  of 
God  on  our  country  make  it  more  necessary,  to ' 
show  the  nature  of  that  humble  acquiescence  in 
his  will  under  all  circumstances,  which  the  de- 
vout Christian  will  endeavour  to  cultivate. 
To  this  end,  let  us  consider, 

I.  TTie  general  instruction  conveyed  in  my 

text. 

II.  The  particular  use  which  may  be  made 

of  it  under  our  present  circumstances. 

And  may  God,  who  "  alone  can  order  the 
unruly  wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men,"  so 
bless  what  may  be  said,  by  the  influences  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  know  for  ourselves 
the  unspeakable  advantage  of  a  meek  and  quiet 
spirit,  which  in  his  sight  is  of  great  price! 

I.  We  are  first  then  to  explain  the  general  in- 
struction conveyed  in  the  text. 

1.  In  doing  this,  we  must  begin  by  describ- 
ing what  godliness  and  contentment  are.  God- 
liness is  a  due  regard  to  God  in  our  affections 
and  conduct.  It  is  that  disposition  of  mind 
which  becomes  the  excellencies  of  God  and  our 
relations  to  him:  for,  as  the  command  to  live 
soberly  respects  the  duties  which  we  owe  to'our- 
selves,  and  the  command  to  live  righteously, 
comprehends  our  duties  towards  our  neighbour; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UNDBR    PftfidBNT   CIRCaMITANCfit.  5 

SO  that  of  liviDg  godly,  relates  to  our  duties  to 
the  ever-blessed  God^  Godliness,  then,  in- 
cludes in  it  a  supreme  regard  to  God,  a  sense  of 
his  presence  and  authority,  an  adoration  of  his 
works,  a  desire  to  please  him,  a  fear  of  his  anger, 
a  dependence  on  his  providence,  a  worship  of 
him  in  his  appointed  ordinances,  an  obedience 
to  his  commands,  and  an  aim  at  his  glory.  As 
an  ungodly  man  is  one  who  has  not  God  in  all 
his  thoughts,  and  who  lives  as  without  God  in 
the  world;  so  a  godly  man  is  one  who  thinks  of 
God  and  regards  him  continually,  and  who 
lives  under  the  habitual  and  willing  government 
of  his  laws. 

This  temper  of  mind  must  however  always 
be  considered  in  connexion  with  the  dispensation- 
of  mercy,  under  which  man  is  placed  in  the 
Grospel.  Man  is  a  sinner,  and  fallen  from  God. 
He  can  only  be  i*estored  to  his  service  through 
a  Mediator.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life;  no  man  can  come  unto  the  Father 
hut  through  him.  Godliness,  then,  must  begin 
by  an  entire  conversion  of  the  heart,  and  a  com- 
pliance with  the  proposals  of  grace  made  to 
us,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  then  gradually 
form  the  true  believer  in  Christ  to  all  the  ex- 
ercises of  godliness,  and  he  advances  in  the 

»  Titua,  ii.  12. 
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6  THB  DUTY   or  CONT£NTMBNT 

knowledge,  faith,  love,  obedience,  and  wor- 
ship of  his  reconciled  God  and  Father.  God 
becomes  more  and  more  his  portion^  his  de« 
light,  his  pattern,  his  object,  his  end.  To  obey 
him  here,  is  his  great  duty;  to  partake  of  the 
full  fruition  of  his  glory  hereafter,  his  supreme 

joy. 

Contentment  is  a  disposition  of  mind  which 
humbly  and  cheerfully  acquiesces  in  the  will  of 
God  as  to  our  outward  condition.  It  is  a  calm 
and  tranquil  satisfaction  of  spirit  under  any  ex- 
ternal events.  It  makes  a  man  sufficient  (in  a 
right  sense  of  the  word)  for  himself,  in  opposi-- 
tion  to  those  who  are  the  sport  of  outward  cir- 
cumsfauiees.  It  is  not  so  well  seen  in  affluence, 
as  in  comparative  poverty.  It  belongs  chiefly  to 
a  condition  which  is  not  the  easiest,  and  yet 
not  the  most  difficult,  in  which  we  might  be 
placed ;  because,  ip  deep  afflictions,  we  are  to 
exercise  another  Christian  grace,  resignation, 
which  has  in  it  all  that  is  to  be  found  in  con- 
tentment, except  cheerfulness  3.  To  act  well 
under  ordinary  misfortunes,  and  to  bear  with 
composure  the  difficulties  of  our  appointed  lot, 
i»  contentment.  If  God  wiU  be  with  me^  said 
the  pious  Jacob,  in  this  way  that  I  go^  and 
will  give  me  bread  to  eaty  and  raiment  to  put 
oUi  so  th^t  I  come  again  to  my  father's  house  in 

i  Dr.  Jortin  on  Phil.  iv.  1 1. 
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peaee ;  then  the  Lord  shall  be  my  Gfod '.  Owe  mi 
neither  poverty  nor  riches;  feed  nte  toHh  food 
convenient  for  me,  wasr  the  prayer  t)f  AgviV\  I 
have  learned,  said  the  Apoi^fe,  M  whatsoever 
state  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content^.  TbM6 
are  examples  0{  tbid  pSoos  disposition  of  H^iadj 
io  oppositiOQ  to  those  itystaoces  of  a  discott* 
tented  one^  which  appeared  in  our  first  pa- 
rents when  they  fell^  in  Khlg  Ahab  cov^tiilg  the 
field  of  Naboth,  in  Hiiman,  in  King  SoloincHy, 
in  Jonah  the  Pnophet,  in  Diotrepbes,  and  lA 
the  rich  fool  in  oui<  Lord'4  parable,  not  to  men^ 
tion  many  other  cases. 

Contentment,  however^  does  not  consist  in 
our  making  eartUy  blessings  oiir  portion  tod 
happiness:  this  Wottld  be  idotetry  and  Wbrldfy^ 
mindednesft.  Nor  does  it  M^tiire  that  we  shdidd 
absolutely  pri^fer  ottr  pt^ent  MMef  M  etery 
Mher;  this  wbuld  be  hisetislMBty.  N^r  does  it 
fbrbid  us  t6  feel  the  inconvenii^dces  o^  otfr  con^- 
dltion,  and  tb  use  lawfot  and  moderate  teeans 
for  removing  them:  this  would  be  stoicism  and 
indolence.  But  it  inquires  of  us  a  state  of  mind 
Mconciled  to  odr  outward  circumstances,  so 
long  as  God  sees  fit  to  eodtinue  us  in  them.  It 
teaches  us  that,  in  order  to  composure,  a  man's 
mind  and  his  condition  must  be  brought  toge- 
ttiev ;  and  that,  a^  it  would  Se  madn^s  td  hope 

•  Gfen.xxWif.dO,  «!.        •  Prciv.  xxx.S.        »  PMl^.  If* 
«4    . 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


8  THB   DUTY  OF  CONTfitfTMBNT 

to  bring  bis  outward  estate  to  bis  wishes,  he  must 
take  the  other  alternative,  and  bring  his  mind 
down  to  his  condition.  A  contented  man,  then, 
is  placed  in  the  varieties  of  human  events,  like 
the  nave  or  centre  of  a  wheel,  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  circumvolutions  and  changes  of  posture, 
without  violence  or  change,  save  that  it  turns 
gently  in  compliance  with  its  changed  parts^. 

Contentment  is  therefore  opposed  to  covet** 
pusness,  murmuring,  envy,  impatience,  and  de- 
spondency; and  to  all  those  other  evil  tempers 
which  make  a  man  uneasy  in  his  lot,  which  lead 
him  to  use  unlawful  means  of  extricaUng'him* 
self,  or  to  impute  his  misfortunes  to  the  faults  of 
ptbere.  In  short,  it  is  the  chief  duty  enjoined  in 
the  tenth  commandment,  where  the  prohibition 
to  covet  our  neighbour's  goods  is  as  much  in  ef- 
fect as  to  require  every  man  to  rest  satisfied 
with  that  portion  of  outward  things  wh^ch  God 
is  pleased,  by  fair  and  justifiable  means,  to  de^ 
rive  to  him^;  according  to  the  apostolical  ad- 
inonition.  Let  your  conversation  be  without 
covetoumessy  and  he  content  with  such  things 
fis  ye  have:  and  to  the  spirit  of  the  petition  in 
our  Lord's  Prayer,  Give  us  this  day  our  daUy 
bread. 

2.  I  ,have  dwelt  thus  fully  on  the  nature  of 
contentment,  because  it  is  a  point  much  mis- 

«  Bishop  Jer.  Taylor.      s  Biihop  Sanderson  on  PhiU  it.  11. 
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understood^  and  because^  it  ties  at  the  foundatioa 
of  all  the  instruction  I  wish  to  derive  from 
the  text.  Let  us  proceed,  then,  in  the  next 
place,  to  point  out  the  connexion  between  it  and 
godliness;  for  the  language  of  the  Apostle  in 
my.  t^xt  implies  that  they  are  inseparably  united. 
This  may  be  shown  in  several  particulars. 

Godliness  produces  contentment,  because, 
as  I  have  briefly  noticed,  it  brings  a  man  back 
to  Oodj  the  source  of'  all  blessedness.  The  soul 
was  created  for  God,  and  can  be  happy  only  in 
him.  So  long  as  men  are  in  opposition  to  their 
Maker,  who  is  the  eternal  fountain  of  justice.and 
mercy,  they  must  be  far  from  peace:  but  when 
they  return  to  him  in  Jesus  Christ,  a  spring  of 
comfort  is  opened  to  them,  they  drink  of  the 
pure  liver  of  life  and  joy,  they  learn  to  be  con- 
tent. 

Godliness,  also,  delivers  men  from  the  tor-' 
ment  of  an  accusing  consciencey  and  thus  pro- 
motes composure  of  spirit.  One  great  cause  of 
discontent  is  a  mind  disturbed  by  guilt.  The 
anger  of  God^  whom  we  have  offended  by  our 
sins,  is  a  constant  source  of  fear  and  misery. 
The  man  is  like  a  person  in  a  fever,  restless  and 
uneasy^  and  unable  to  obtain  relief,  though  he 
perpetually  changes  his  posture.  But  godliness 
Icaids  him,  as  we  have  seen^  to  a  scriptural  peace 
of  cpnsdence ;.  it  brings  him  to  the  atcming  blood 
ofsJesus  Christ,  and  thus  cures  at  once,  radi- 
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cally  cures,  the  disease  which  occasioDed  much 
of  his  disquietude. 

A  regard  to  God  further  produces  all  those 
dispositions  of  heart  which  are  the  parents  of 
contentment,  and  takes  away  those  sinfiil  ones 
which  are  the  enemies  of  it.  It  produces  the 
love  of  God^  and  of  our  neighbour  for  God*s 
sake.  It  leads  to  meekness,  patience,  supe- 
riority to  the  world,  peace,  joy,  gratitude,  hope^ 
goodness,  truth;  while  it  teaches  us  to  deny 
vanity,  pride,  the  love  of  the  world,  envy,  ha- 
tred, variance,  eovetousness,  prodigality,  selfish- 
ness, impcfriCy.  And  I  need  not  stop  to  remark 
how  all  these  vices  immediately  and  necessarily 
nourish  discontent ;  whilst  the  contrary  virtues 
calm  and  bless  the  soul. 

Again,  godliness  tends  to  promote  content- 
ment, as  it  impresses  deeply  on  the  mind  a  sense 
of  our  unworthiness  of  all  OoiTs  mercies.  He 
who  feels  that  he  deserves  nothing,  is  the  man 
to  be  content.  Now,  the  true  Christian  knows 
that  as  a  sinner  he  has  forfeited  every  thing,  and 
hto  merited  only  everlasting  condemnation ;  and 
he  not  only  knows  this,  but  his  view  of  the  ex- 
eellencies  and  glory  of  God  fills  him  with  a  ge- 
nuine and  habitual  lowliness  and  contrition  of 
heart  before  him.  Thus  almost  all  the  sources 
of  discontent  are  withered  at  the  root.  Thd 
man  feels  that  he  can  claim  nothing,  be  dalres 
nov  to  murmur  at  God's  appoSntMents,  but  te- 
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ceives  all  he  bestovrs  on  him  as  greatly  beyond 
his  deserts.  He  is,  therefore,  upon  principle  a 
contented  man, 

Godliness  teaches  him  fnrtber  that  the  oon^ 
ditian  of  man  in  this  world  is  one  of  trial  and 
probation;  that  man  is  in  a  rnioed  state,  mth 
ditordeiied  passions  and  appetites;  that  religion, 
as  it  has  but  an  incomplete  influence  on  him, 
remedies  only  in  a  partial  manner  the  disorder; 
tb»t  a  fiitnre  state  of  exact  retribution  is  to  ad« 
jnst  at  length  the  apparent  inequalities  of  the 
Divine  Providence  here;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  an  inward  principle  of  contentment  is  the 
only  means  of  obtaining  any  coasiderable  reliefi 
The  Inst  and  concupiscence  of  man  it  is  in  vain 
to  satifilfy.  It  is  an  abyss  without  a  bottom. 
No  earthly  blessings  can  fill  the  ever-deepening 
void.  But  to  acquiesce  in  God's  will  and  rest 
duntentdd  there,  closes  itt  onee  the  vast  gnlph. 
Then  the  beait  is  satisfied,  and  no  longer 
torments  itself,  like  a  froward  ehttd,  by  impotent 
fi'etfulness  and  vain  passions,  bnt  sinks  co«^ 
posed  and  tranqoil  into  the  boson  of  its  hea^ 
nettfy  Fatker  and  friend.  In  this  way  the  Cbri»- 
tSan  finds  that  the  importantf  secret  of  life  is 
self-government,  and  t6at,  to  keep  the  vessel 
steady  in  so  stormy  a  sea,  he  does  not  so  mneh 
want  le>irers  and  shores  from  without,  as  ballast 
and  conduct  within^. 

♦  Gataker  on  Phil.  iv.  11. 
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But  faith  in  the  infinite  wisdom^  power,  and 
goodness  of  God,  is  another  frait  of  godliness, 
which  directly  tends  to  confirm  all  the  preceding 
considerations,  and  to  produce  contentment. 
The  Christian  knows  the  love  of  God ;  he  be- 
lieves his  faithfulness  to  his  promises;  he  is  per- 
suaded that  his  understanding  is  infinite.  He 
has  learnt,  also,  his  own  extreme  ignorance  and 
folly — an  ignorance  which  takes  no  comprehen- 
sive view  of  events,  and  a  folly  which  perverts 
the  best  principles  and  deductions  of  reason. 
He  stands  silent  then  before  God.  He  is  sure 
every  thing  is  under  an  infinitely  wise  guidance; 
and  thus  he  is  content.  Shall  there  be  a  mu- 
tiny among  the  flocks,  because  the  shepherd 
chooses  their  pastures ^^  Shall  the  child  tremble, 
though  in  the  darkest  hour,  whilst  it  grasps  its 
parentis  arm? 

A  regard  to  God  tends  further  to  this  end^ 
by  instructing  us  in  the  holy  and  necessary  dis-- 
dpline  of  affliction.  As  the  patient  submits 
cheerfully  to  the  prescriptions  of  a  phyaidan,  on 
whose  skill  and  fiddity  he  can  entirely  deprad^ 
so  the  Christian  relies  on  his  heavenly  Saviour. 
He  is  aware  of  the  moral  disorders  under  which 
he  still  labours.  He  knows  that  a  man  in  a 
dropsy  may  require  a  different  regimen  from  wle 
in  health.     H6  therefore  looks  off  from  men 

f  Bishop  Jcr.  Taylor. 
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and  their  motives  in  acting  as  they  do  towat^ds 
him^  and  be  looks  to  God  as  the  aathor  of  his 
troubles.  Thus  he  soothes  his  mind,  not  only 
to  resignation,  but  to  contentment.  Shall  a  pa« 
tient  have  such  a  physician,  and  shall  he  not  be 
thankful  for  his  treatment,  however  at  present 
painfuP? 

But  godliness  uniformly  produces  gratitt^e 
to  God  for  the  many  mercies  we  actualh/  enjoy; 
and  I  need  not  say  that  a  grateful  heart  cannot 
be  a  discontented  one.    A  rebellious  despond- 
ency, which  refuses  to  acknowledge  a  thousand 
blessings,  because  there  are  attendant  troubles, 
is  no  part  of  the  Christian  temper.    On  the  con- 
trary, piety  I'econnts  and  magnifies  the  bounties 
of  Heaven:  it  enumerates  the  past  instances  of 
God*s  favour,  and  records  the  daily  goodness 
which  he  bestows.    It  treasures  up  the  blessings 
of  God  in  youth,  and  remembers  his  deliverances 
in  riper  years.    It  dwells  on  the  divine  com- 
passion, and  bids  all  around  us  join  in  the  ac- 
cents of  praise.    Thus  the  godly  man  takes  a 
cheerful  view  of  his  circumstances,  and  looks 
round,   not  for  matter  of  complaint,    but  of 
thankfiilness.    He  contemplates,  not  the  per- 
sons who  are  above  him  in  society,  and  whom  he 
may  be  tempted  to  envy,  but  those  in  similar 

*  Law's  Call,  chap.  xxii. 
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or  woi'se  circumstances  than  himself^  that  he 
may  learn  to  be  content. 

A  consideration  of  the  example  of  our  bless^ 
ed  Saviour  is,  again,  ever  connected  with  godli- 
ness and  a  source  of  composure  of  mind.  Christ 
was  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief';  he  endured  the  contradiction  of  sinners; 
he  was  bom  in  mean  circumstances;  be  was 
treated  with  ignominy  and  nnkindness  and  in- 
gratitude by  all  around  him.  The  foxes  had 
holes  and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nests^  but 
the  Son  of  Man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head. 
And  when  did  a  murmuring  word  escape  his 
lipsP  When  did  he  complain  of  any  personal 
inooQveniences?  Did  not  the  most  unspotted 
medcness  and  contentment  adorn  th«  Saviour? 
And  what  is  a  Christian  font  one  who  loves  and 
imitates  Christ? 

The  sfiortness  of  time,  and  the  nearness  and 
glories  of  eternity,  are,  moreover,  truths  which 
a  r^;ard  to  God  inculcates,  and  which  go  to 
form  the  Christian  to  contentment.  Why  should 
he  be  fretful  and  uneasy,  when  the  voyage  of 
life,  however  stormy,  is  so  brief?  Already  the 
sli0i*e  begins  to  appear.  A  few  more  tossing 
wares  and  the  fever  of  the  passage  will  subside, 
and  the  haven  open  upon  him  with  a  transporting 
view.  And  what  a  haven!  There  the  wearied 
mariner  will  repose  indeed,  and  repose  for  eter- 
nity.   There  he  will  gain  at  length  all  the  bless- 
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iogB  which  he  has  so  loBg  sought,  and  which 
his  Saviour  purchased  at  so  great  a  price.  There 
he  will  see  the  vision  of  God,  and  enjoy  the 
songs  of  angels,  and  join  the  company  of  th^ 
blessed,  and  be  numbered  with  them  and  sh^i^ 
their  felicity  for  ever.  Shall  he  then  descend 
from  this  elevation  to  mingle  in  the  passions 
and  murmurs  of  this  lower  world,  to  complain 
again  of  those  scenes  which  ai^  to  train  bim  for 
this  oonsfimmate  felicity,  and  to  magnify  those 
iaequalities  and  disordei^  which  appear  indeed 
considerable  when  he  views  them  on  the  surface 
of  the  earthy  but  which  fade  fix)m  the  sight 
when  he  rises  to  the  contemplation  of  God  and 
the  glories  of  paradise? 

3.  But  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  notice  in  the 
next  place,  the  gain  which  is  the  result  of  the 
godliness  and  contentment  we  have  thus  de^ 
scribed.  The  Apostle,  in  the  passage  from  which 
my  text  is  tid^eo,  had  been  speaking  of  sa- 
^srilegions  persons  addicted  to  worldly  gain, 
who  made  a  profession  of  Christianity  a  means 
af  advancing  their  base  interests;  and  then  in 
my  text  he  elegantly,  and  not  without  irony, 
repeats  in  a  higher  sense  the  same  word  Gab, 
which  he  had  just  before  employed  in  speaking 
of  the  (alse  teachers^    Those  persons,  indeed, 

9  Calvin  in  loc. 
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spdke  rashly  and  wickedly,  who  supposed  that 
gaiD  was  godliness,  and  thus  made  the  doctrine 
of  Christ  venal:  but  in  truth,  godliness  with 
contentment  was  a  great  and  inestimable  gain, 
having  promise  of  the  life  which  now  is,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come.  It  is  obvious,  then, 
that  the  word  Gain  in  my  text  is  not  to  be  un- 
derstood in  the  sense  of  worldly  wealth,  but  in 
that  of  moral  and  religious  advantage  or  benefit. 
Godliness  with  contentment  is  an  incalculable 
blessing.  It  is  for  the  good  of  man.  It  pro- 
motes in  evety  way  his  true  and  best'  interests. 

It  is  to  be  pemembered  also,  that  it  is  not 
godliness  alone  which  is  here  spoken  of,  but 
godliness  with  contentment.  Godliness,  when 
considered  in  connexion  with  this  especial  fruit 
and  effect  of  it,  is  great  gain.  There  are  some 
indeed,  like  the  deceivers  just  noticed,  who 
profess  godliness,  but  who  are  evidently  worldly, 
and  rapacious,  and  discontented  with  the  state 
in  which  God  has  placed  them.  Such  a  fictitious 
godliness  is  not  that  which  the  Apostle  here  com- 
mends. But  when  religion  is  attended  with 
contentment,  as  it  must  be  where  it  is  genuine, 
then  the  advantages  of  it,  even  in  this  world, 
are  in  every  view  incalculable. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  is  it  a  great  gain  to 
have  the  purest  enjoj/ment  of  the  blessings  of'  a 
benignant  Providence  ?  But  who  has  this  en- 
joyment in   any  measure  compared    with   the 
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pious  coDtented  man  ?    Who  has  the  just  and 
holy  use  of  the  creatures?     Who  has  the  most 
calm  and  even  tenor  of  life  ?     Who  is  prepared 
for  the  reverses  which  every  one  must  at  times 
meet  with?    Who  has  the  highest  and  most 
chastened   pleasures  in  prosperity?    Who  the 
giieatest  support   in  trouble?    Who  the  most 
cheerful  comforts  and  hopes  ?    Whose  affections 
and  passions  are  the  best  governed  and  regulat- 
ed ?    Who  has  the  most  quiet  conscience,  and 
the  most  placid  temper  ?    Who  is  the  most  re- 
spected and  beloved  member  of  the  family  and 
the  community  ?    Who  is  the  adviser  and  friend 
of  the  youngs  the  companion  of  the  sorrow- 
ful,   the  comforter  of   tlie  aged  ?     Who  has 
the  most  obedient  children   and  the  happiest 
household?    Every  one  knows  that   it  is  the 
humble  contented  servant  of  God,  who  has  all 
these  sources  of  actual  peace  and  composure. 
The  wicked  man  cannot  even  pretend  to  them. 
But  in  the  next  place,  is  it  a  great  gain  to 
have  a  principle  of  conduct  which  exempts  a  man 
from  most  of  those  feuds  and  contests  and  disap^ 
poiniments  which  arise  among  men,  and  are  the 
occasion  of  so  much  misery  on  every  hand  ? 
Then  contented  piety  is  gain  indeed.    For  the 
godly  man  neither  meddles  with  quarrels,  nor 
engages  with  immoderate  heat  in  disputed  ques- 
tions, nor  hazards  overwhelming  disasters   by 
adventurous  speculation.     He  stands  aside  from 

VOL.    II.  c 
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the  divisions  and  parties  which  rend  man  from 
man.  He  is  contented  with  his  station,  and  oc- 
cupied with  the  duties  of  it;  and,  therefore,  has 
neither  the  Idsure  nor  inclination  for  debate  and 
qualri-elling.  Thus  he,  and  he  only,  properly 
spieaking,  inherits  the  earth;  whilst  others, 
t06$^d  by  the  passions  and  confusion  of  the 
world,  know  little  of  those  calm  and  happy 
scenes,  where  contentment  dwells* 

But,  further,  is  it  a  great  advantage  to  betit- 
d^endent  (^  those  external  acquisitions  which  so 
few  attain^  and  which^  when  attained,  are  so 
frecarious  and  unsatisfactory?  then  this  gain 
belongs  to  godliness.  The  connexion  between 
riches  and  happiness  is  imaginary.  We  are 
soon  reconciled  to  poverty  and  a  low  fortune,  if 
we  suffer  contentedness  and  the  grace  of  Ged  to 
make  the  proportion*.  Piety  then  is  gain^  not 
because  it  brings  with  it  riches,  but  because  it 
^ves  the  temper  of  heart  which  (does  not  need 
ihem^.  It  g^ves  another  taste,  and  a  higher  aim, 
and  a  purer  enjojnnent.  And  in  doing  this, 
from  how  many  vices  does  it  exempt  us,  from, 
how  many  sorrows,  from  how  many  sins?  for 
they  thai  wiU  be  rich  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts, 
which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition. 

And  what  shall  I  say  more  ?    Is  it  again  to 

"  Bishop  Jer.  Taylor.  •  Duquesn^. 
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accompUsh  most  of  the  ends  far  which  riches  are 
desired^  wUhout  the  ^attendant  snares?  And  does 
not  a  contented  godliness  do  this?  As  to  present 
enjoyment,  we  have  already  considered  it.  But 
as  to  future  protection  from  evil,  the  settlement 
of  children^  the  conferring  fiivours  on  our  de* 
pendants,  and  the  benefiting  of  mankind,  which 
are  the  ends  for  which  men  profess  to  covet  ac* 
cumulated  wealth,  let  any  one  read  attentively 
the  book  of  Ecclesiastes,  and  then  say  whether 
the  blessings  of  piety  and  contentment  are  not 
by  far  more  likely  to  ensure  them,  so  for  as  they 
are  really  desirable,  than  the  richest  coffin 
FcMTwhat  provision  for  the  future  so  secure  as 
the  watchfulness  of  Providence?  And  what  set- 
tlement for  children  so  vailuabfe  as  that  arising 
fipom  industry,  purity,  and  religion?  And  what 
man  so  widely  useful  as  a  pious  and  contented 
one?  Such  a  character  is'  a  blessing  to  the 
world.  He  difiiises  happiness  wherever  he  goes; 
the  atmosphere  be  breathes  is  wholesome  and  in-^ 
viforating. 

'  But  once  more,  what  must  be  the  gain  of 
that  man  ivho  has,  after  all,  exactly  the  situatiiAk 
inl^  most  suUedfor  his  capacUy,  precisely  the 
amount  of  worldly  possessions  which  is  calcu- 
lated fi»r  his  good,  and  who  is  surrounded  with 
the  ^reumstanpes  and  persons  most  ^^n^urately 
adapted  for  his  ultimate  and  general  benefit? 
And  yet  such  a  gain  has  the  godly  man.    He  is, 
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in  fact,  in  the  very  situation  which  the  infinite 
wisdom,  love,  and  power  of  God  see  upon  the 
whole  to  be  the  best  for  him.  JU  things  actu- 
ally work  together  for  his  good.  Nay,  more; 
all  things  are  his,  so  far  as  God  thinks  right, 
whether  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things 
present,  or  things  to  come ;  all  are  his,  for  he 
is  Christ s,  and  Christ  is  Gois^. 

But  all  these  considerations  sink  into  com- 
parative insignificancy  before  the  blessings,  the 
incalculable  blessings,  of  a  spiritual  nature,  which 
are  peculiar  to  a  godly  and  contented  Christian. 
For  there  the  Son  of  peace  dwells.  There  the 
heavenly  dove,  the  Holy  Spirit,  inhabits.  There 
is  found  pardon  and  reconciliation  with  God. 
There  faith  and  love  to  Christ,  union  with  him, 
and  dependence  on  his  power.  There  the  spirit 
of  prayer,  the  grace  of  submission,  the  conso- 
lation of  hope  and  joy. 

And  then,  if,  breaking  through  the  thin 
veil  of  time,  we  look  into  another  world,  and 
take  into  our  view  the  whole  character  and  state 
of  man,  his  relations  to  God,  and  his  destiny 
through  eternity,  we  shall  be  lost  ^in  astonish- 
ment. We  sl^ajl  no  longer  ask  whether  godli- 
ness be  4A  iuestimable  gain;  but  rather  at  once 
foUow  the  example  of  Moses,  who  chose  ra^ 
ther  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God, 

3  1  Cor.  ill.  22,  2S. 
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than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season^ 
esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches 
than  the  treasures  of  Egypt,  having  respect  to 
the  recompense  of  the  reward;  or  say  with  tbe' 
Apostle,  fFhat  things  were  gain  to  me,  those  I 
counted  loss  for  Christ;  yea,  doubtless,  and  I 
count  all  things  but  lass  for  the  excellency  of 
the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord;  or 
with  our  adorable  Saviour,  fFhat  shall  a  man 
be  profited,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
his  own  soul?  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  eas 
change  for  his  soul  ? 

If  we  have  at  all  entered  aright  into  these 
remarks  on  the  general  instruction  of  the  text, 
which  I  have  perhaps  too  much  extended,  we 
shall  be  prepared  now  to  consider,  as  I  pro- 
posed, 

IL  The  particular  use  which  may  be  made 
of  the  doctrine  before  us,  under  our  present  ctr« 
cumstances. 

1.  And  here  the  first  observation  I  would 
make  is,  that  a  pious  Christian  will  consider 
his  religious  principles  as  especially  adapted 
for  a  time  of  public  distress.  It  is  for  such 
seasons,  that  his  principles  are  intended  to  pro- 
vide. If  our  circumstances  were  always  easy 
and  prosperous,  there  would  be  less  occasion  for 
resignation  and  patience  of  spirit ;  but  because 
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God  sends  from'  tivie  to  time  pcivste  or  pubUc 
calamitieiry  these  virtues  are  of  great  meineiit. 
What  is  the  advantage  of  the  skill  of  the  pilot, 
but  to  save  him  in  the  storm?  And  what  is  the 
benefit  of  coutentment^  but  to  support  us  io 
misfortunes?  For  men  to  talk  of  the  great  gain 
of  godliness  and  contentment  when  they  are  at 
ease^  and  when  troubles  arise  to  b^n  to 
murmur  against  Ptovidence,  is  to  act  a  weak  as 
well  as  an  inconsistent  part*  It  is  to  ran  away 
when  the  enemy  approaches.  It  is  to  uncover 
the  roof  of  the  house  when  the  torrent  begins 
to  fall.  Whereas  the  Christian  should  consider 
that  the  sincerity  of  his  love  of  God,  and  sub- 
mission to  his  will^  will  be  best  proved  by  his 
conduct  in  emergencies;  and  that  he  is  more 
particularly  called  on  to  be  quiet  and  peaceful, 
when  the  temptation  to  complaint  and  disorder 
is  the  strongest,  and  when  worldly  men  are 
loud  in  their  clamours^  and  think  they  have  an 
excuse  for  them.  Not  that  we  are  to  be  insen- 
sible to  the  distresses  God  sends  on  ourselves  or 
others.  Far  from  it.  Contentment  is  not  to  be 
separated  from  charity  and  compassion,  but  is 
the  friend  of  both.  But  the  Christian  will  learn 
that  the  first  duty  in  trouble,  as  well  as  the 
greatest  relief,  is  a  composed  mind,  and  that 
the  best  evidence  of  sincere  religion  is  to  exer- 
cise it  on  difficult  occasions. 

2.  In  the  next  place,  the  principles  we  have 
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been  considering  should  lead  us  to  acknowkdge 
the  hand  of  God  in  the  events  which  have  come 
upon  t$s.  To  dwell  on  an  un&vourable  har- 
vest^ or  on  the  distress  among  farmers  and 
agriculturists^  or  on  the  decay  of  trade,  with- 
out sedng  that  the  finger  of  Providence  is  there> 
is  impiety  as  well  as  folly.  It  is  tp  foi^et  that 
God  reigns  supreme  over  the  afl^rs  of  men,  and 
doth  what  he  will  in  heaven  and  earth.  Hie  re- 
li^ous  man  will  rather  set  himself  to  observe  the 
probable  lesson  which  God  would  teach  him  by 
his  dispensations.  And  one  part  of  this  lesson 
he  will  find  to  be^  that  nations  depend  upon 
God  vor  pRospBRirr  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
WAR.  We  had  long  been  desiring  peace  as  that 
which  would  necessarily  crown  us  with  every 
blessing.  But  we  forgot  that  peace,  unspeak- 
able as  the  boon  is  in  many  respects,  could  do 
Httle  without  God*s  perpetual  care  and  mercy. 
We  came'  out  of  the  late  war  exulting  in  our 
national  glory — a  glory  indeed  the  most  splen- 
did ever  granted  to  any  people,  and  which  we 
could  not  too  highly  prize,  so  long  as  we  did  it 
with  humble  gratitude  and  praise  to  God — ^but 
we  forgot  how  soon  our  triumphs  might  be 
changed  into  sorrow.  Now  God  is  teaching  us 
that  we  can  never  be  independent  of  his  provi- 
dence, and  that  peace  itself  requires  a  great 
many  other  blessings  to  make  it  adequate  to 
our  wants.    He  turns  away  his  face,  and  we 
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art  troubled.  He  suspends  his  bounty,  and  our 
harvest  corrupts  on  the  ground.  He  touches 
our  commerce,  and  our  prosperity  withers. 
And  he  does  this  to  bring  us  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment, which  we  ought  ever  to  make,  of  our 
entire  dependence  upon  him.  To  see  the  divine 
hand,  then,  is  the  first  step  to  national  repent- 
ance and  national  deliverance.  '^  Submission,** 
as  a  good  author  observes,  ^^  is  the  only  reason- 
ing between  a  creature  and  his  Ci-eator,  and 
contentment  in  his  will  is  the  best  remedy  we 
can  apply  to  misfortunes.** 

3«  But,  further,  the  doctrine  of  my  text 
will  induce  a  Christian  to  consider  well  the  duty 
of  obedience  and  lojfctUy  to  his  civil  governors  in 
a  time  when  complaints  and  disturbances  abound. 
The  Christian  will  fortify  himself  with  a  recol- 
lection of  God*s  express  commands  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  will  study  most  diligently  to  be  quiet 
in  a  season  of  uneasiness  and  commotion.  For 
what  does  the  Bible  teach  us  as  to  submission 
to  our  rulers  and  governors?  Does  it  not  bid  us 
to  honour  the  king  in  the  very  same  verse  in 
which  it  commands  us  to  fear  God  ?  Are  we 
not  to  render  to  all  their  due;  tribute  to  whom 
tribute  is  due,  custom  to  whom  custom,  fear  to 
whom  fear,  honour  to  whom  honour?  And 
does  not  this  enjoin,  not  only  obedience,  but 
that  reverence  and  decent  attention  to  consti- 
tuted authorities,    that  caution  in  judging  of 
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thdr  measures^  that  abstinence  from  calamny, 
that  favourable  interpretation  of  their  designs, 
and  that  general   regard  for  their  characters 
and  persons,  without  which  no  public  institu- 
tions can  be  properly  respected  and  maintained? 
And   when    the    Apostle    further    commands 
eoery  soul  to  be  subject  to  the  higher  powers, 
for  there  is  no  power  but  of  God,  the  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God;  whosoever,  there^ 
fore,  resisteth  the  power,  resisteth  the  ordinance 
of  God,   and  they  that  resist  shall  receive  to 
themselves   damnation;    what  does    he  mean? 
Does  he  not  place  loyalty  and  good  order  in 
the  state,  on  the  footing  of  a  divine  authority? 
And  does  he  not  consider  disobedience  to  the  civil 
magistrate,  to  be  rebellion  against  God?    Will 
not  the  Christian,  then,  cheerfully  submit  himself 
to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  horHs  sake, 
whether  it  be  to  the  king  as  supreme;  or  unto 
governors  as  unto  them  that  are  sent  by  him,  for 
the  punishment  of  eviUdoers,  and  for  the  praise 
of  them  that  do  well  P 

4.  The  apostolical  commands  on  this  subject 
deserve  the  more  implicit  obedience,  because 
they  are  incomparably  more  easy  to  us  than 
they  were  to  the  primitive  Christians.  The 
Apostles  enjoined  submission  to  civil  authority 
when  it  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  pagan  and 
cruel  masters,  when  persecutions  raged  against 
the  infant  cause  of  Christ,  and  many  plausible 
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reasons  for  diseoDtent  or  resistance  migbt  have 
been  urged.  If>  then^  to  a  heathen  prince 
obedience  was  to  be  paid  by  the  primitive  Chris-* 
tiaoB,  how  much  more  is  it  to  be  paid  by  us 
to  the  paternal  Christian  goyernment  under 
whii^  we  live — a  government  which  protects  the 
rights  of  the  poor  as  v^^ll  as  of  the  rich,  which 
grants  a  large  and  pi'aotacable  measure  of  free- 
dom and  security,  which  protects  the  religion  of 
the  Bible,  provides  for  the  due  celebration  of  the 
worship  of  God,  grants  liberty  of  conscience, 
and  encourages  in  all  its  institutions  the  inte- 
rests of  piety  and  virtue? 

5»  I  know  that  many  men  think  th^  suffi- 
ciently reply  to  all  this  by  enumerat  ngthe 
defects  and  errors  winch  they  attribute  to 
government,  and  by  clamorously  demanding 
the  abolition  of  unnecessary,  appointments  and 
the  institution  of  a>  general  rrform.  But  the 
Christian  who  attends  to  his  Bible,  will  know 
that  these  and  a  thousand  other  similar  state- 
ments, even  supposing  them  to  be  all  true, 
can  never  affect  the  plain  fundamental  dufy  of 
loyalty  to  our  Jang  and  obedience  to  the  laws. 
The  Christian  will  indeed  employ  any  public 
privileges  attached  by  those  laws  to  his  station 
in  society,  with  purity  and  discrimination.  He 
wiU  discountenance  evil  wherever  it  may  appear, 
and  promote  every  wise  and  gradual  plan  of 
improvement  consistent  with  the  usages  and 
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the  constitution  of  Ms  coimfary.  But  he  will 
also  know  that  the  grand  fonndations  of  law  lie 
deep  in  the  nature  of  man^  and  are  not  to  be 
disturbed  by  any  seeondary  and;  donbtlnl  ques- 
tions.. To  protect  the  quiet  citizen  agunst  the 
villain  who  would  attack  his  life^  his  property, 
or  his  just  interests;  and  to  erect  a  solemn 
tribunal  for  the  decision  of  claims  ^nd  the  ter« 
mination  of  controversies,  is  an  indispensable 
and  radical  blessing,  without  which  the  selfish- 
ness of  unrestrained  nature  would  soon  pass  on 
to  incurable  rancour,  confusion,  and  blood. 
This  great  foundation  of  law  nothing  can  shake. 
To  say  that  infirmities  attach  to  the  best  admi* 
nistration  of  law,  is  to  say  nothing,  or  nothing 
to  the  purpose.  To  dwell  on  the  particular  ill 
consequences  of  general  principles,  or  to  mag- 
nify incidental  misfortames,  or  to  impute  to  the 
government  foults  which  arise  from  the  fi^il 
natare  of  man  or.  the  appointments  of  Provi- 
dence, is  to  speak  with  wickedness  as  well  as 
folly.  Every  Christian  knows  that  no  govern- 
ment can  make  a  bad  man  a  good  one,  or  a 
discontented  man  a  happy  one ;  and  that  things 
are  then  on  the  best  footing  when  the  greatest 
encouragement  is  given  to  virtuous  industry, 
and  the  largest  measure  of  general  happiness  is 
diffused  through  a  state.  And  in  these  respects, 
what  country  can  be  compared  to  our  own? 
Where  are  the  laborious  classes,  which  are  al- 
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ways  the  most  .numerous  in  every  commnnity, 
placed  on  so  good  a  footings  and  so  much 
protected  as  here?  Where  are  the  highest 
honours  and  emoluments  so  easily  open  to  real 
talent  and  modest  merit  as  here?  Where  is  the 
poor  roan*s  property  guarded  with  so  much  care, 
and  his  legal  rights  and  freedom  defended  with 
such  jealousy  as  here?  Where  are  all  the  legi- 
timate ends  of  government  so  largely  and  pro* 
minently  attained,  as  here?  Now,  to  forget  all 
these  and  a  thousand  other  blessings,  and,  in  a 
season  of  public  calamity,  when  a  wet  harvest 
has  increased  the  embarrassments  arising  from  a 
bad  trade,  to  come  forward  and  calumniate  the 
government  under  which  we  live,  and  to  hold 
a  language  which  would  go  to  overturn  all  law 
and  authority,  is  just  the  same  as  for  a  man 
to  destroy  his  plough  and  fire  his  bams,  be- 
cause he  thinks  he  has  discovered  some  trivial 
defects  in  them,  or  because  an  unfovourable 
season  has  shortened  his  gains. 

6.  We  ought  to  be  the  more  cautious  to 
maintain  a  willing  loyalty  to  our  King  and  the 
laws  at  such  a  time  as  this,  because  it  is  clear 
that  desperate  and  wicked  men  have  been  ^oorh- 
ing  on  the  distresses  of  the  poor  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  to  excite  a  spirit  of  discontent 
and  sedition.  There  are  always  men  to  be 
found,  especially  in  a  free  government,  who  are 
ready  for    eveiy  attempt.    These  men  know 
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neither  the  fear  of  God  nor  the  fear  of  man. 
ITiey'cast  off  the  bonds  of  religion  and  of  law  at 
once.  They  are  as  noxious  as  persons  infected 
with  the  plague.  In  times  of  prosperity  they 
retreat  into  their  lurking  dens,  and  sow  their 
principles  covertly  and  cautiously.  But  the 
moment  that  any  gloom  hangs  over  the  public 
mind,  they  thrust  themselves  forward  into  an 
odious  notice,  they  bask  and  frolic  in  the  tears 
and  miseries  of  their  fellow-creatures,  they  poi- 
son the  distressed  and  unsuspecting  minds 
of  the  poor,  they  address  themselves  to  the  idle, 
the  profane,  and  the  unfortunate,  they  dwell 
with  a  coarse  but  mischievous  rhetoric  on  the 
defects  incident  to  all  governments,  they  pro- 
pose schemes  of  base  intrigue  and  covert  insur- 
rection, they  affect  to  be  themselves  the  people 
of  England,  and  they  work  by  the  popular 
names  of  petition,  and  reform,  and  I'etrench- 
ment.  In  such  a  moment,  when  traitors  are  at 
the  gates,  it  is  no  time  for' the  soldier  within  the 
citadel  to  show  a  discontented  temper.  The 
Christian  will '  avoid  every  expression  or  action 
which  may  seem  to  countenance  conspiracy.  He 
will  repress  that  dangerous  curiosity  in  himself 
and  in  those  dependent  on  him,  which  would 
lead  them  even  to  look  into  the  writings— blas- 
phemous as  well  as  disloyal— of  the  agents  of 
mischief;  or  so  much  as  to  be  present  at  the 
tumultuous  assemblages  where  the  more  part 
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know  not  wherefore  they  are  came  together. 
On  the  other  hand*  he  will  endeavoar  to  be  a 
pattern  of  contentment  and  good  order.  If 
called  to  saffer  in  common  with  others  fitom  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  he  will  suffer  oc* 
cording  to  the  mil  of  God;  and  if  only  called 
on  to  retrench  some  of  his  accustomed  super- 
fluities, he  will  do  it  with  cheerfulness  and  gra* 
titude  for  the  blessings  he  still  enjoys. 

7.  A  considerate  Christian  will  be  the  more 
quiet  and  peaceable  in  a  time  like  the  present, 
from  a  fear  lest  the  progress  of  religious  and 
moral  improvement  should  be  checked  by  the  di^-^ 
turbances  which  are  excited  amongst  the  lower 
ranks  of  the  community.  The  greatest  exertions 
have  lately  been  made,  and  are  now  makingi 
to  extend  the  blessings  of  religious  knowledge 
throughout  the  state*  All  are  taught  to  read, 
and  tbe  Bible  is  put  into  every  hand.  Now, 
though  the  impiety  of  the  traitorous  and  discon-* 
tented  commonly  at  once  detects  their  motives, 
and  places  bBl  religious  persons  on  their  guard 
agmnstlhem,  yet  if  they  should  unhappily  per-J 
vert  in  only  a  few.  instances  the  knowledge 
disseminated  among  the  poor  to  seditions  pur- 
poses, and  should  substitute  the  licentious  pam- 
phlet for  the  Bible,  a  serious  impediment  to  the 
progress  of  instruction  may  podsibly  arise.  AU 
who  are  unfriendly  to  the  real  improvement  of 
the  common  people  will  gladly  seize  the  occasion 
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of  disoFeditiog  the  caase ;  and  tlie'Cbeeriiig  dawa 
of  knowledge  may  thus  for  a  monient  be  over- 
cast. The  advancement  of  edooatioii  then^ 
whilst  it  mo^tiplies  readeiiB  and  thinkers,  mast 
continue,  as  it  now  is^  to  be  striotly  connected 
with  the  principles  of  leligion  and  good  order. 
The  power  given  to  the  poor  must  be  joined  still 
with  sound  moral  feelings  to  employ  it  aright. 
Humility  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  a  regard 
to  consdence,  contentment  with  their  lot,  in- 
dustry, piety  must  be  imbibed  together  with.th^ 
elements  of  knowledge,  or  those  elements  will 
lose  all  their  value.  The  Christian  then,  in  a 
season  of  alarm .  like  the  present,  will  be  an^uouA 
to  inculcate  on  all  around  the  genuine  eifects  of 
religious  education,  and  to  exhibdt  the  wholes 
some  fruits  which  ari^  from  U^. 

8.  In  such  circumstances  the  care  .^  eaC^ 
man  should  be  to  occujify  bimse^  with  hk  wm 
private  duties.  As  loi^  9»  men^  %x^wSBi0^^m 
discharging  the  daily  andnameMuSf  duties  which 
thdr  several  stations  require,  end  are  anxious  ito 
be  godly  and  contented  in  those  stations,  th(^ 
will  have  little  idoUnatioti  to  lend  themselves 
to  the  designs  of  the  disordedy.    Their  time 

4  The  exemplary  patience  aod  loyalty  of  the  distre^Btd 
manufacturers  in  Spitalfields  during  the  whole  winter,  has 
been  publicly  acknowledged  to  arise  from  the  spread  of  reli- 
gious education,  and  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  in 
that  quarter. 
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and  thoughts  will  be  filled.  They  will  not  allow 
their  attention  to  dwell  on  comparisons  between 
their  own  condition  and  that  of  others^  but  keep 
it  fixed  on  what  is  immediately  before  them: 
This  will  promote  tranquillity  of  mind.  Envy, 
discontent,  vain  curiosity,  calumny,  sedition, 
will  be  excluded.  Like  the  auditors  of  an  in- 
teresting public  discourse,  they  will  be  wholly 
occupied  in  what  they  are  about^  and  will  not 
concern  themselves  to  observe,  who  is  before 
them,  or  who  behind  them,  whether  others 
are  better  accommodated  than  themselves,  or 
whether  many  be  not  much  worse.  It  is  only 
when  the  business  is  interrupted^  or  when  the 
hearer^s  attention  to  it  grows  idle  and  remiss, 
that  we  think  of  the  place  in  which  we  are 
seated^.  To  fill  up  our  tSuties  in  life  to  God's 
glory,  to  suffer  patiently  under  his  will,  and  to 
wait  for  his  aid  and  succour^  is  the  way  of  con- 
solation under  trouble,  and  of  deliverance  from 
it.  And  even,  if  God  has  placed  us  in  the  most 
painful  circumstances,  and  we  are  exercised 
with  sickness,  and  disappointed  in  our  attempts 
to  support  our  &milies,  and  have  nothing  to 
occupy  our  minds  but  our  troubles,  still  this 
will  be  no  reason  why  we  should  aggravate  our 
afflictions  by  disloyalty  and  sedition,  and  add 
sin  to  sorrow.    Rather  we  should  confine  our 

5  Dr.  Paley. 
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thoughts  Still  to  our  immediate  duties^  those  of 
diligently  labouring,  so  far  as  we  have  op- 
portunity, and  patiently  suffering  where  we 
have  not.  A  peaceful,  meek,  respectable  suf- 
ferer is  always  the  first  to  be  pitied  and  relieved; 
whilst  noise«  and  clamour,  and  discontent  make 
all  real  troubles  worse,  and  invent  a  great  many 
imaginaiy  ones.  To  covet  the  stations  of  others, 
and  to  wish  to  seize  them  through  the  medium 
of  public  uproar  and  confusion,  is  not  only 
wickedness  but  folly;  it  is  to  increase  all  our 
difficulties;  it  is  not  only  to  venture  out  to  sea 
in  a  storm,  but  to  venture  for  nothing^.  It  is 
God's  blessing  which  alone  can  relieve  us,  and 
God's  blessing  is  to  be  waited  for  in  a  spirit  of 
obedience  and  resignation.  He  has  promised 
never  to  leave  us  nor  forsake  us.  He  has  said 
that  the  lions  shall  lack  and  suffer  hunger,  but 
they  that  fear  the  Lord  shall  want  no  man- 
9Sfr  (f  thing  that  is  good.  And  therefore  we 
may  rely  on  his  watchful  providence  in  our 
utmost  straits;  and  without  meddling  with  the 
duties  or  faulte  of  others,  and  least  of  all  those 
of  our  governors,  may  occupy  ourselves  with 
our  own. 

9.  Finally,  if  any  line  of  conduct  is  likely  to 
bring  down  God's  blessing  on  ourselves  and  our 
country  f  and  to  remove  from  us  his  present  chas^ 

i  Dr.  Paley. 
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HsementSy  it  is  that  which  I  am  now  reconw 
mending,  and  which  flows  from  the  principles  I 
have  laid  down  throughout  this  discourse. 
When  God  contends,  he  will  overcome.  We 
shall  gain  nothing  by  a  spirit  of  rebellion  and 
discontent.  We  shall  obtain  no  relief  by  fol- 
lowing our  own  proud  and  hasty  spirit.  We 
4shall  find  no  alleviation  by  listening  to  desperate 
and  ungodly  men,  and  by  unjustly  blaming  our 
rulers,  which  is  in  fact  to  contemn  the  authority 
and  ordinance  of  God.  Like  the  mid  hull  in  a 
net,  we  shall  by  these  means  only  increase  and 
aggravate  our  misery.  But  if  we  take  another 
course,  and  turn  to  Him  that  smiteth  us,  and 
seek  the  Lord  of  Hosts;  if  by  true  repentance 
and  amendment  of  life  we  each  reform  our- 
selves; if  by  humble  confession  of  sin  we  admit 
the  justness  of  the  divine  punishments,  and  by 
a  hearty  forsaking  of  it  take  away  the  occasion 
of  them;  if  by  piety  and  contentment  under 
comparative  misfortunes,  and  by  patience  and 
submission  under  greater  ones,  we  wait  for 
God*s  deliverance;  if  by  prayer  and  supplication 
for  kings  and  all  that  are  in  authority  over  us, 
we  bind  the  several  orders  of  the  state  together 
in  mutual  affection  and  subordination;  if  by  a 
loyal  and  Christian  spirit  and  conduct  we  pro* 
pose  a  good  example  to  others,  and  diffuse 
sound  principles  of  religion  and  morals  to  all 
about  us;  and  if,  finally,  by  a  cordial  reception 
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of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  we  obtain  the  fiei- 
vour  of  God  and  a  hope  of  future  felicity — 
then  may  we  trust  that  God  will  interfere  for 
us  as  a  nation;  that  he  will  restore  our  trade 
and   commerce  to  their  ordinary    prosperity; 
that  he  will  grant  us  fovourable  weather  for  the 
ensuing  harvest  (of  which  indeed  we  have  had, 
as  we  hope,  the  foretaste  in  the  blessing  of  an 
unusually  mild  winter)  that  he  will  g^ve  wis- 
dom to  our  senators,  and  to  all  in  authority, 
in  their  conduct  of  public  affairs;  that  he  will 
bestow  on  us  such  a  measure  of  success  as  may 
be  for  our  real  benefit;  and  that,  above  all,  he 
will  continue  to  employ  us  as  a  nation,  not  only 
as  the  protector  and  deliverer  of  the  desolated 
liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  object  of  admira- 
tion to  mankind  for  our  chivalrous  fidelity  and 
unexampled  prowess  in  war,  but  as  the  instruc- 
tor and  guide  of  the  world,  as  the  instrument 
of  disseminating  our  religion  and  our  civiliza- 
tion to  the  furthest  quarters  of  the  globe,  and 
as  the  means  of  holding  up,  as  it  were,  a  pillar 
of  fire  to  mark  out  to  the  benighted  nations  the 
path  to  happiness  and  heaven;  that  so  our  piety 
may  be  as  celebrated  as  our  valour,  and  the  be- 
neficence of  our  religion  as  widely  acknow- 
ledged, as  the  disinterestedness  of  our  policy 
and  the  justice  and  splendour  of  our  arms. 


D% 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


THE  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS  A  NATIONAL 
BLESSING. 


A 

SERMON, 

PRBACHEB  AT 

CHRIST  CHURCH,  MIDDLESEX, 

On  iSwufay  EveHwg,  March  88,  1819, 

IN  AID  OF  THB 

For  the  Education  of  One  Thousand  Children^ 

IN  CONITBXION  WITH  THB 

NATIONAL  SOCOETY. 

JnWwM  tt  a«  Requttt  tf  tit  Commilttt  cf  Ot  Sdioolt. 


SECOND  EDITION. 


d3 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


TO 
HIS  ROYAL  BIOHICBSS 

FBEDEKICK,  DUKE  OF  YORK, 

PATRONS 

The  Right  HoDourable  the  EARL  OF  LXYERPOOL, 

The  Right  Honourable  LORD  VISCOUNT  SIDMOUTH, 

The  Honoorable  and  Right  Rererend  the  LORD  BISHOP 

OF  DURHAM, 

The  Rig^t  Honourable  LORD  KENYON, 

VICB'PjnTtONSi 

lie  Right  Honourable  and  Right  Reyerend  the 

LORD  BISHOP  OF  LONDON, 

PRESlDENTi 

WILLIAM  ASTELL,  Esq.  M.  P.  and  others  the 
VICE-PRESIDENTS: 

JOSEPH  WILSON,  Esq. 
TREASURER, 

The  Rev.  WEST  WHELDALE,  Rector  of  Christ  Church, 

Spitalfields, 

HONORARY  SECRETARY: 


Messrs.  ROBERT  CLEMENTS,  and  )  o.      .        , 

MARK  ANTHONY   low,  |  ^**"'^**^"^^"'' 

AMD 

d4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iO 

AND  OTHERt 

THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  i 

OP  THE 

^ttalfteUifii  itottonal  ^ci)ool: 

THB  FOLLOWING  DI8COVRSB, 

ORIGINALLY  DRAWN  UP  WITHOUT  ANY   INTENTION  OP  PUBLICATION, 

AND  NOW  PRINTED  AT  THE  SOLICITATION  OP  THE 

COMMITTBB  OP  THE  SCHOOL, 

IS, 

WITH   SIMCBRS  PRAYBR   FOR  THB  PROSPBRITT  OF  THB 

NATIONAL  SOCIETY  IN    GBNBRAL, 

AND  OF  THIS  SCHOOL  IN  PARTICULAR, 

MOST  RESPECTPULLY  DEDICATED 

BY 

THE  AUTHOR. 


9,  Chupel  Street,  Bedfwd  Raw, 
Aprils,  1819. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


SERMON, 

S;c. 


2  Timothy,  hi.  16. 

jind  that  from  a  child  thou  hast  knotvn  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  thee 
wise  unto  Salvation,  through  faith  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

When  we  are  called  to  the  performance  of  any 
duty,  we  should  consider  on  what  command 
or  pi-omise  of  God  it  rests.  The  divine  will  is 
man's  rule  and  encouragement.  In  proportion 
as  this  is  express  and  clear,  we  should  exert 
ourselves  with  vigour  and  cheerfulness.  Few 
duties  then  are  enforced  by  more  weighty  consi- 
derations than  that  of  assisting  in  the  religious 
education  of  the  young.  The  language  of  the 
Apostle  in  the  text  is  sufficient  to  establish 
this  point.  For  if  the  young  are  capable  of 
knowing  the  Holy  Scriptures  from  their  earliest 
childhood ;  and  if  this  knowledge  be  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  making  them  wise  unto  Salva- 
tion, through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus;   then  the 
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obligation  of  instructing  them  must  be  impe- 
rious. A  command  and  an  encouragement  are 
virtually  united  in  the  text;  and  we  have  only 
to  enter  fully  into  its  meaning,  in  order  to 
excite  a  Christian  congregation  to  the  exercise 
of  its  wonted  benevolence. 

Let  us  then  consider^ 

I.  The  duty  of  communicating  to  the  young 
an  early  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

II.  The  inestimable  l)enefit  arising  from  the 
right  discharge  of  this  duty. 

On  entering  upon  the  subject^  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  though  the  Apostle  Paul  must  be 
understood  as  speaking  in  the  text  of  the  writ- 
ings of  the  Old  Testament;  yet  as  his  statement 
is  equally  applicable  to  all  those  sacred  books 
which  God  has  revealed  for  the  instruction  of 
mankind)  we  may  fairly  comprehend  in  our  ar- 
gument the  entire  Sacred  Canon,  as  consist- 
ing of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
tament. 

The  Book,  then,  with  which  children  are  to 
be  acquainted  is  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

It  is  so  called  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
writings  of  the  heathen  moralists  and  philoso^ 
phersy  which  treat  of  some  branches  of  morals, 
and  of  civil  justice  and  honesty,  but  do  not  rise 
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to  holisess  und  obecUence  to  God.  Such  writ- 
iogs,  therefore,  iq  opposition  to  the  Bible^  are 
pro^ne.  They  may  contuu  fionie  fine  senti- 
ipentSy  and  many  acute  and  useful  details  of 
various  virtues;  but  they  are  carefully  to  be  se* 
parated^  in  point  of  design  and  authority^  from 
the  Book  of  God. 

This  is  called  Holy,  as  to  its  author,  its 
mbjedy  and  its  end.  Its  Author  is  the  Holy 
Qo6,  being  given  hy  inspiratian  from  IRmr^ 
holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were  mooed  hy 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Its  subject  is  a  doctrine  ac- 
cording to  godliness;  as  it  treats  of  holy  thii^, 
reveals  holy  truths^  lays  down  holy  principles^ 
aAd  epjoins  a  holy  spirit  and  conduct.  Its  end 
also  is  to  make  men  holy,  and,  through  holi- 
ness, happy  both  here  and  hereafter. 

The  Bible  is  also  thus  described,  as  de*^ 
nMnding  a  solemn  awe  and  reverence  on  the 
part  of  those  who  read  it.  It  is  the  volume  of 
God.  Other  books  of  religion  may  be  taken 
qp  and  laid  down  as  convenience  or  curiosity 
may  suggest.  We  may  s^proach  them  with 
more  or  less  of  respect  and  deference,  as  they 
arc  composed  by  persons  of  different  measures 
of  piety  or  information ;  but  the  Bible  is  the 
Holy  Book,  to  be  opened  with  solemnity  of 
wm^,  with  submission  to  the  authority  of  God, 
»  sincere  desii*e  to  know  and  do  bis  will,  and 
prayer  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  illuminate  and 
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sanctify  our  hearts.  No  levity  is  to  be  indulged  ^ 
here.  The  Bible  stands  separate  and  alone.  It 
18  a  sacred  spot;  and  when  we  draw  near  to 
it^  the  heavenly  voice  seems  still  to  admonish 
us.  Take  off  thy  shoes  Jrom  off  tky  feet;  for 
the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground. 

Of  this  book,  then,  we  are  to  communicate 

THB     KNOWLEDGE     TO     OUR     CHILDREN;      from     a 

child  thou  hast  known  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
The  Bible,  to  produce  any  effect,  must  be 
known.  Man  is  fallen  and  corrupted;  but  he 
is  not  an  irrational  creature  or  a  lifeless  ma- 
chine: he  is  to  be  led  by  knowledge. 

To  be  acquainted  with  the  Holy  Scriptures/ 
indeed,  in  the  full  extent  of  the  term,  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  ordinary  Christians,  even  with  the 
most  enlightened  and  fervent  piety,  and  with 
all  the  aids  of  long  and  diligent  study.  An 
adequate  acquaintance  with  the  Bible  is  the 
attainment  of  a  life. 

But  there  is  an  important  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures  which  is  open  to  all,  and  which 
comprehends  whatever  is  essentially  necessary. 
The  chief  facts,  the  chief  doctrines,  and  the 
chief  precepts  of  the  Christian  faith  lie  on  the 
very  surface  of  the  Bible,  and  are  wiitten  a& 
with  a  suB-beam;  and  he  that  is  acquainted- 
with  them,  may  be  properly  said  to  know  the^ 
Holy  Scriptures. 
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For^  the  chief  Facts  of  revelation  may  be 
learned  by  every  devout  reader.  He  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  understanding  that  the  worlds 
were  made  by  the  word  of  God;  that  God 
made  man  perfect;  that  man  fell  and  lost  the 
diidne  image^  and  was  driven  from  Paradise;  that 
God  revealed  to  him  the  gracious  promise  of  a 
future  Redeemer ;  that  He  called  Abraham  and 
chose  his  seed  after  him;  that  he  delivered  Is- 
rael from  Egypt  by  the  hand  of  Moses ;  that  he 
established  a  ceremonial  and  typical  dispensa- 
tion till  the  Messiah  should  appear;  that  he 
raised  up  Kings  and  Prophets  to  rule  and  in- 
struct his  people ;  that  in  the  fulness  of  time 
the  Son  of  God  was  made  fleshy  died  a  sacri- 
fice on  the  Cross^  rose  again  from  the  dead^ 
poured  out  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the 
Apostles^  and  established  his  kingdom  in  the 
several  parts  of  the  known  world. 

Nor  are  the  chief  Doctrines  of  Scripture  dif- 
ficult to  be  ascertained  by  the  humble  inquirer. 
Such  are^  the  evil  and  guilt  of  sin;  the  holi- 
ness of  the  divine  law ;  the  corruption  of  man*s 
whole  nature  by  the  fall ;  his  responsibility  and 
accountableness ;  his  condemnation  as  a  trans- 
gressor; his  inability  to  save  himself ;  the  per- 
son and  glory  of  the  Son  of  God,  his  deity,  in- 
carnation, and  sufierings;  the  proper  atonement 
of  his  death;  justification  by  faith  only;  the 
person  and  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  the 
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nature  and  necemty  of  regeneratioii,  of  repent- 
ance, of  &tth,  of  love,  of  prayer,  of  the  hope 
and  expectation  of  heaven;  the  perpetual  obli- 
gation of  the  moral  law;  public  worship  and 
administration  of  God^s  word  and  sacraments ; 
the  doctrines  of  a  future  judgment,  and  an 
eternity  of  happiness  or  misery  in  heaven  or  in 
hell. 

The  chief  Precepts  are  also  obvious  to  such 
a  student.  The  two  great  commandments  of 
the  law  are.  The  love  of  God  with  all  the  heart 
and  mind  and  soul  and  strength ;  and  of  our 
neighbour  as  ourselves.  From  these  the  whole 
course  of  our  obedience  to  God  flows.  Hence 
the  mortification  of  sin,  patience  under  affiio- 
tions,  separation  from,  the  evils  of  the  world, 
forgiveness  of  injuries,  submission  to  the 
powei-s  placed  over  us  in  church  and  state, 
meekness,  humility,  contentment,  resignaliott, 
joy — (Bvery  thing,  in  short,  which  is  compre- 
hended in  our  det^ng  ungodKness  and  warldfy 
huts,  and  twing  soberly,  rightetmsfy,  and  goSUy, 
in  this  present  world.  These  are  the  precepts 
which,  bdng  performed  from  love  <to  God  and 
gratitude  to  Him  for  his  mercies,  and  being 
united  with  a  humble  trust  in  the  alone  merhi 
of  our  Redeemer,  are  '^  pleasing  and  acceptstble 
to  God  in  Christ,  and  do  spring  out  necessarily  of 
a  true  and  lively  fidtb;  insomuch  (ihat  by  them  at 
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Hvely  fiuth  may  be  as  evidently  known,  as  a 
tree  discerned  by  the  fruit  *.^ 

But  we  proceed  to  consider  the   period 

OF  UFB  WHEN  THIS    KNOWLEDGE   IS  TO  BE   COM* 

MVNiCATED— ^/rom  a  child  thoa  hast  known  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 

The  expression  imports^  that  from  an  infieint, 
from  his  earliest  childhood  —  so  soon  as  the 
opening  powers  began  to  make  him  capable  of 
receiving  instruction — he  was  gradually  imbued 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Timothy  had  been  blessed^  as  it  appears 
from  the  Sacred  History^  with  pious  parents. 
He  was  a  native  of  Lystra^  a  city  of  Lycaonia 
in  the  Lesser  Asia.  His  father  was  a  Greek, 
and  had  probably  died  before  the  Apostle 
visited  that  place.  His  mother^  whose  name 
was  Eunice,  was  a  Jewess,  and  believed.  His 
grandmother  Lois  also  appeara  to  have  been 
a  woman  of  excellent  piety.  He  Vas  himself 
converted  to  the  Christian  &ith  probably  when 
he  was  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age, 
during  the  first  visit  of  St.  Paul  to  Lystra. 
When  St.  Paul  returned  to  those  parts,  after 
an  interval  of  four  or  five  years,  he  found  him 
so  established  in  the  feith,  that  he  took  him 
with  him  as  his  companion  in  travel,  and  or- 
dained him  to  the  office  of  a  bishop.    Twenty 

«  Art.  XII. 
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yeara  had  elapsed  since  Tlmotliy*s  coiiyersio0y 
when  the  aged  Apostle,  during  his  second  im- 
prisonment at  Rome,  addressed  him,  in  this 
Epistle,  in  these  tender  and  affectionate  terms, 
fVhen  I  call  to  remembrance  the  unfeigned 
faith  that  is  in  thee^  which  dwelt  first  in  thy 
grandmother  Lois  and  thy  mother  Eunice,  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  in  thee  also. — Continue 
thou  in  the  things  which  thou  hast  learned  and 
hast  been  assured  of,  knowing  of  whom  thou 
hast  kamed  them,  and  that  from  a  child  thou 
hast  known  the  Holy  Scriptures^. 

From  these  brief  but  important  notices  we 
discover  how  great  had  been  the  pious  care 
of  these  eminent  women,  who  are  only  known 
to  the  Church  by  this  one  circumstance — a  cir- 
cumstance beyond  measure  interesting  and  in- 
structive—they  had  nurtured  him  in  the  doc- 
trine of  Holy  Scripture;  they  had  trained  him 
as  an  Israelite  indeed.  We  may  figure  to  our- 
selves with  what  interest  Lois  and  Eunice  had 
taught  him  the  facts  and  doctrines  and  pro- 
phecies and  precepts  of  the  Old  Testament. 
The  histories  of  the  Creation  and  the  Fall,  of 
Abraham,  of  Joseph,  of  the  finding  of  Moses, 
of  the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  of  Joshua  and 
Ruth  and  Samuel,  of  the  Widow's  cruse  ire- 
plenished  and  the  Shunamite's  son  rsused^  must 

•  2  Tim.  i.  5.  iii.  14,  15. 
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bave  been  fomiliar  to  his  infttnt  mind.  The 
different  characters  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and 
Jadah,  with  the  captivities  of  -  Assyria  and 
Babylon  would  be  explained  to  him.  Nor 
would  the  ceremonial  institutions  of  the  law 
be  wholly  unknown,  in  their  prophetic  import, 
to  the  child  of  these  daughters  of  Abraham. 
Doubtless  Timothy  learned  from  them,  at  an 
£arly  age,  the  more  remarkable  passages  of 
Isaiah's  predictions,  and  lisped  in  his  first  de- 
votions the  Psalms  of  David,  and  treasured 
up,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  the  divine  maxims 
of  Solomon.  The  holy  family,  if  I  may  so  call 
them,  thongh  far  from  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
and  the  Temple  woi*ship,  yet  cherished  the 
faith  of  the  patriarchs;  and  thei*efore  welcomed, 
when  St.  Paul  approached  their  city,  the  tidings 
of  the  Gospel. 

Little,  probably,  did  these  devout  women 
suspect  how  eminent  a  character  they  were 
rearing,  and  how  materially  the  pious  educa- 
tion they  were  giving  him  would  contribute  to 
his  labours  and  success.  Least  of  all  did  they 
foresee  that  the  careful  knowledge  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  whl^h  tjiey  communicated,  was  to 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  his  future  excellence, 
and  to  be  the  topic  of  an  Apostle's  commenda- 
tion. Happy  women,  singled  out  and  distin- 
guished by  the  Christian  Church  in  every  age 
as  the.  patterns  of  domestic  piety,*  the  bright 

VOL.    II.  B 
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examples  of  faith  in  the  Sacred  Word^  and  th« 
early  instructors  of  the  son  and  brother  of  the 
Apostle  of  the  Gentiles?  Surely  we  may  with- 
out presumption  addj  Wheresoever  the  Gospel 
is  preached  throughout  the  whole  wortd,  this 
thing  which  you  have  done  shall  he  told  for  a 
memorial  of  you! 

I  need  scarcely  stop  to  remark  what  an 
encouragement  this  narrative  affords  for  the 
education  of  the  young  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Sacred  Volume.  The  age  of  childhood  is  the 
age  for  learning;  and  why  should  it  not  be 
taught  what  it  never  can  learn  so  easily  or  with 
so  much  hope  of  permanent  benefit?  First  im» 
pressions  often  remain  through  life-  The  ten- 
der plant  receives  the  direction  which  the  form- 
ing hand  communicates  to  it.  And  inde^  if 
it  were  only  to  exclude  the  mischiefs  of  bad 
and  injurious  books^,  and  to  obstruct  the  en- 
trance to  vice^  the  duty  of  education  would  be 
imperative.  But  if,  besides  that,  children  are 
capable  of  knowing  the  Holy  Scriptures  and 
understanding  the  principal  doctrines  a;nd  pre*- 
cepts  of  them;  and  if  the  blessing  and  grace 
of  God  may  be  expected  to  rest  on  this  know* 
ledge^  in  answer  to  the  prayers  and  endeavours 
of  pious  instructors,  what  further  encourage- 
ment can  be  required? 

But,  in  addition  to  this,  we  are  to  remember 
that  there  is  no  book  whatever  so  well  adapted 
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fed  the  capacities  of  children  as  «he  dSfineWordl 
tt  is  Dot^  a  recondite,  argumentative^  abstruse 
composition,  difficult  to  be  understood,  and 
made  up  of  various  parts  combined  in  a  close 
cfaainf  of  reasoning  to  a  profound  result.  Who 
could  understand  the  Bible,  if  it  were  written 
in*  the  manner  of  the  Nicomachean  Ethics  of 
Aristotle?  But  it  has  pleased  God  that  the 
Book  of  Life  should  be  as  intelligible  as  it  is 
momentous;  that  truth  should  be  plain  in  pro- 
portion as  it  is  important.  In  fact,  the  Bible  is 
so  varied  in  its  contents,  so  intei^esting  in  its 
narratives,  so  simple  in  its  style,  so  affecting  in 
its  fomily  histories,  so  attractive  in  its  incidents, 
so  short  and  striking  and  pointed  in  its  com- 
mands— that  the  greater  part  of  it  lies  open  to 
every  fanmble,  and  therefore  to  the  young,  stu- 
dent. The  very  entertainment  to  be  derived 
from  the  Scripture  histories  and  parables  is' 
quite  unparalleled,  and  makes  the  Sacred  Vo- 
lume the  youth's  ddight  and  pleasure.  I  have 
myself  seen  a  child  of  five  years  old  sit  on  its 
parentis  knee  and  listen  to  the  history  of  Joseph 
till  the  tears  trickled  down  its  face. 

As,  then,  in  so  momentous  a  concern  as 
religion,  we  cannot  begin  too  soon  with  our 
children,  so  there  is  no  book  so  admimbly 
adapted  for  this  purpose,  as  that  which  is  to  be 
our  guide  in  pursuing  it. 

And  here  permit  me  to  propose  the  con- 
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duct  of  Lois  and  Eunice,  as  the  eumple  to 
Christian  women.  Both  parents  are  indeed 
equally  concerned  in  the  religious  instruction 
of  their  offspring;  but  the  mother  is  especially 
the  teacher  of  her  children  in  their  early  years^ 
when  the  more  active  and  laborious  duties  of 
the  father  call  him  from  the  domestic  circle. 
There  is  a  tenderness  and  affection  in  the  fe- 
male character  which  is  exactly  suited  for  this 
office.  Let  then  a  mother's  love  be  improved 
to  the  best  purposes.  Let  the  first  warm  emo- 
tions of  maternal  affection  be  employed  to  en- 
dear the  Holy  Scriptures  to  the  heart.  Let 
the  child  associate  bis  earliest  notions  of  piety 
with  the  remembrances  of  filial  duty.  Let  the 
same  mouth  wUch  utters  the  tender  endear- 
ments of  the  earthly  parent,  guide  his  opening 
curiosity  towards  a  heavenly  Father  and  an 
eternal  home.  The  greatest  kindness  a  mother 
can  do  to  her  child,  is  to  make  him  early  a  stu- 
dent of  the  Bible,  to  engage  his  young  affec- 
tions in  behalf  of  purity  and  truths  and  to  con- 
nect the  elements  of  religion,  not  only  with 
the  dictates  of  the  understanding,  but  with  the 
emotions  of  the  heart.  These  words,  smd  the 
Almighty  of  old,  which  I  command  thee  this 
day,  shall  be  in  thine  heart.  And  thou  shalt 
teach  them  diligently  to  thy  children,  and  shalt 
talk  of  them  wheti  thou  sittest  in  thine  house, 
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and  when  thou  walkest  hy  the  way,  and  when 
thou  liest  doum,  and  when  thou  risest  up. 

Nor  can  the  pious  parent  expect  too  much, 
under  God's  blessing  and  grace,  when  thus 
employed.  Far,  far  more  depends  on  early 
and  well-conducted  religious  instruction  than 
we  are  any  of  us  willing  to  allow.  It  is  easy 
to  express  a  languid  wish  and  give  an  indolent 
and  occasional  admonition — but  the  watchful, 
affectionate,  self-denying  instruction  of  a  child 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures — the  anxious  regulation 
of  his  bad  tempers  and  earliest  associations 
of  ideas  and  sentiments — the  setting  before  him 
a  holy  and  consistent  example,  and  the  form- 
ing him  to  pious  and  virtuous  habits;  all  ac- 
companied with  fervent,  humble,  persevering 
prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God's  Holy  Spirit*-^ 
this  is  a  religious  education— and  in  this  way 
from  a  child  he  may  best  receive  a  knowledge  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

To  assist  then  the  parents  of  the  Poor  in 
this  great  duty — to  supply  their  want  of  oppor- 
tunity^ or  knowledge,  or  time,  or  disposition, 
is  one  design  of  our  National  Schools — a  design 
noble,  just  in  proportion  to  all  the  commanding 
interests  dependant  on  a  right  education,  and 
to  all  the  misery  and  vice  consequent  on  a 
negligent  one.  The  commendation  of  our 
Schools  is,  that  they  communicate  the  first  ele- 
ments of  knowledge,  and  enable  our  populatjpn 
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to  know  from  children,  Mke  Timothy,  the  words 
of  Eteroal  Life. 

And  here  I  might  si^ely  rest  my  case.  Bnt 
the  language  of  my  text  calls  me  on  to  yet 
higher  and  more  animating  considerations.  We 
have  hitherto  only  noticed  the  Duty;  we  ninsfc 
now  hear 

II.  The  INBSTIMABIiB  BBNBFIT  WHICH 
AlUSES  FIOM  A  RIGHT  DISCHaROB  OF  THIS   DUTIT*— 

wikh  are  able  to  make  thee  wUe  tmt6  sahatian, 
throughfaith  which  is  in  Christ  Jestts. 

The  Bembfit  is^  The  being  made  wise  unto 
salvation. 

What  then  is  Salvation  ?  It  is  a  deliverance 
from  sin; and  all  the  consequences  of  it,  and 
the  gift  of  eternal  life  with  all  its  blessings.  It 
consists  in  a  rescue  from  endless  woe  and  an 
elevation  to  bliss  everlasting.  It  includes  all 
the  mercies  which  the  stupendous  sacrifice  of 
tfie  Son  of  God,  and  the  efficacious  work  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  communicate  to  faUen  men. 
Yes!  it  is  grace,  pardon,  reconciliation,  accept- 
ance, adq>tion,  peace,  holiness,  consolation, 
strength,  guidance,  and  obedience  here;  as 
leading  to  perfect  joy  and  love,  tfnalloyed  bap* 
piness  and  triumph,  an  inheritance  incorruptible 
and  undefiled  and  that  fadeth  not  away^  here- 
after. 
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Salvation^  so  far  as  it  is  imparted  in  this 
worlds  includes  remission  of  sins^  gratuitous 
justification^  the  gift  of  sanctifying  grace,  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  the  hope  of  heaven. 
Thus  our  Lord  to  the  penitent  Zaccheus^  This 
day  is  salvation  came  to  this  house.  And  to  the 
attendant  multitudes.  He' that  heareth  my  wordy  \ 

and  helteveth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  ever- 
lasting life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation, 
but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life.  And,  in  like 
manner  the  Apostle  Paul  to  the  Ephesians,  when 
conveited  to  the  Christian  fsuth,  quickened 
from  the  death  of  sin,  and  created  in  Christ 
Jesus  unto  good  works.  By  grace  are  ye  saved. 
And  commemorating  to  Hmothy  the  blessings 
bestowed  on  true  Christians,  IVho  hath  saved 
us  and  called  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  accords 
ing  to  our  works,  but  according  to  his  oivn  pur-^ 
pose  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Christ 
Jesus  before  the  world  began.  And  to  Htus, 
Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration  and  the  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Such  is  Salvation  here  on  earth;    for  the 
entire  fruition  of  which  the  Christian  waits  till 
the  second  coming  of  his  Lord.    This  his  final, 
and  complete  salvation  he  works  out  with  fear 
and  trembling ;  this  approaches  nearer  from  the 
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period  of  his  first  believing;  and  he  at  last. re- 
ceiver it  as  the  end  of  his/aithK 

What  the  value  of  this  great  blessing  is>  no 
tongue  of  men  or  angels  can  utter.  The  very 
description  of  it  surpasses  all  that  eye  huth 
seen  or  ear  heard  or  the  heart  of  man  hath  con- 

^  ceived.    For  who  can  fitly  speak  of  a  redemp- 

tion from  the  curse  of  the  law,  from  the  wrath 
^nd  anger  of  God,  from  the  terror  of  death 
and  judgment  —  who  describe  the  exuberant 
gifts  of  remission,  of  justification,  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  approach  to  God^ 
peace  of  conscience,  deliverance  from  unsub- 
dued passions,  the  tranquillity  and  joy  of  obe- 
dience, and  the  hope  of  the  future  bliss  of 
heaven — ^all  purchased  by  the  death,  and  be- 

••  stowed  by  the  grace,  of  the  Son  of  God?    Let 

him  estimate  the  value  of  salvation  who  knows 
the  evil  of  sin,  who  can  measure  and  gage  the 
amount  of  human  misery,  who  can  appreciate 
the  value  of  an  immortal  soul,  who  can  tell 
the  frailty  of  the  moment  of  life  which  inter- 
poses between  that  soul  and  the  eternal  punish- 
ment it  deseiTes,  who  has  felt  the  intolerable 
burden  of  a  guilty  conscience,  and  has  rejoiced 
in  the  hope  of  the  gift  of  righteousness— who  can 
look  down,  as  it  were,  into  the  gulf  of  eternal 
woe  into  which  his  sins  would  have  sunk  him, 

3  Htb.  ix.  28.     Phil.  ii.  12.     Rom.  xiii.  11.     1  Pet.  i.  9. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A   NATIONAL  BLK8ING.  57 

and  can  look  up  to  those  bright  manBionsof 
unutterable  joy  to  which  salvation  will  at  length 
ekvate  him-^But,  my  brethren,  I  must  stop 
myself.  Were  I  to  extend  my  discourse  till 
midnight,  I  could  not  do  justice  to  a  theme 
which  is  the  characteristic  blessing  of  Christi-* 
anity,  the  great  scope  of  all  the  counsels  of 
God,  and  the  consummation  of  the  mysteries 
of  the  Cross. 

To  be  WiSB,  then,  unto  salvation  nrast  be 
indispensably  necessary.  It  imports,  not  merely 
a  speculative  knowledge  of  what  salvation  is, 
or  some  feint  intentions  of  seeking  for  it,  or 
a  presumptuous  confidence  that  it  is  ours,  but 
the  actually  embracing  of  it  as  proposed  in  the 
Go^L  Wisdom  is  more  than  knowledge— it 
is  practical.  It  brings  man  to  this  school  of 
grace,  and  makes  him  learn  the  heavenly 
lesson.  It  gives  him  a  penetrating  sense  of  bis 
need  of  this  blessing  as  a  lost  sinner,  it  discovers 
to  him  his  misery,  and  teaches  him  with  'anew 
and  contrite  heart,  to  lament  his  sins  and  ac- 
knowledge his  wretchedness;*  and  then  bids  him 
receive  with  simple  feith  the  blessings  of  Sal- 
vation as  they  are  offered  in  the  Scriptures. 
This  is  heavenly  wisdom.  This  is  to  employ 
to  its  true  end  the  acquaintance  with  the  fects 
and  doctrines  and  precepts  of  Scripture,  and  the 
Salvation  there  revealed,  which  a  religious  edu- 
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cation  coinmiii|iGal;eB  from  the  earliest  child- 
hood. 

And  who  can  speak  aright  of  its  import- 
Slice  r  What  is  wisdom  ia  an  .  accountable^ 
dying  creature^  who  must  live  for  ever  in  Heaven 
of  Hell,  if  this  be  not?  What  can  be  compared 
with  this  sacred  learning,  which  proposes  the 
highest  of  all  ends,  and  pursues  it  by  the  best 
possible^  and  the  only  true,  means;  wUdbk 
teaches  us  to  escape  the  most  imminent  of  all 
e^ls,  and  to  secure  the  most  stupendous  of  all 
benefits.? 

There  is  indeed  a  wisdom  of  this  world 
which  meets  with  its  dne^  and  more  than  its 
due^  prdse. — ^There  is  a  skill  and  prudence  in 
the  management  of  intricate  affidrs,  in  the  com- 
passing by  combined  measures  a  remote  and 
difficult  end^  in  the  controlling  and  dii-ecting 
the  various  tempers  and* dispositions  of  man- 
kind. But  what  is  this  in  comparison  with 
the  being  wise  unto  salvation  P  We  may 
have  all  this,  and  yet  perish  in  our  sins.  .  Hu- 
man vrisdom,  valuable  as  it  is  so  far  as  it  ex- 
tends, is  not  enough — it  may  leave  a  man  where 
it  found  him,  unholy  and  condemned*  Whereas 
the  high  wisdom  of  my  text  is  not  only  essen- 
tial to  the  rendering  every  other  branch  of  pru- 
dence really  beneficial,  but  suffices  of  itself  for 
our  present  and  eternal  happiness.  The  humble 
Christian  who  knows  little  beyond   his  Bible 
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and  his  Saviou!^,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  refine^ 
m^nts  of  criticism  and  the  altercations  of  pole^ 
mical  theology;  yet  if  he  know  the  HdnrSciip^ 
inn  and  be  thereby  made  a  partdcer  of  SalTa- 
tion^  is  truly  wise.  He  has  a  wisdom  not  only 
of  a  puirer  origin  ai}d  a  higher  order^  bnt  which 
will  endure  when  all  other  knowledge  fails ;  and 
appear  most  resplendent  when  the  wisdom  of 
the  n^eate  philosopher  or  the  scholar  will  be  in- 
volved in  obscurity  and  darkness. 

What  a  theme,  my  Brethren,  is  this !  If  we 
can  communicate  to  the  children  of  the  Poor  a 
blessing  of*  this .  charadter — a  blessing  which 
tmbnces  both  worlds,  having  the  promise  of 
the  life  which  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
comer  who  would  not  start  forward  to  do  so? 

But  permit  me  hereto  pause  for  an  instant 
in  the  course  of  my  argument,  and  looking 
round  on  this  vast  assembly,  to  pit^pose  to  each 
one  of  you  this  one  question.  Are  you  yourselves 
wise  unto  salvation?  Amidst  all  your  pursuits, 
are  you  pursuing  the  prize  of  your  high  calling  9 
With  all  your  acquisitions,  are  you  rich  towards 
Ood?  You  are  surrounded  with  the  means  of 
knowledge;  are  you  wise  ?  You  are  blessed 
with  the  doctrine  of  Salvation;  are  you  saved? 
You  are  called  to  the  privileges  of  Christianity ; 
are  you  Christians?  In  one  word,  are  you 
living  in  thai  habitual  repentance  towards  God 
andfafth  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  which 
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St.  P^ol  declares  to  comprehend  tfte  whole 
counsel  of  God?  I  venture  thus  plainly  to  pat 
the  inquiry,  because,  whilst  we  are  consider- 
ing the  means  of  communicating  knowledge  to 
others,  we  may  possibly  be,  some  of  us,  neglect- 
ing it  ourselves.  We  may  assist  in  building 
an  ark  we  never  enter.  We  may  be  active  in 
promoting  these  Schools,  and  thus  making  the 
Poor  wise  for  Heaven,  when  we  are  despising 
in  fact,  or  postponing  the  hfghest  and  first  of 
all  duties,  the  Salvation  of  our  own  souls! 

But  I  pass  forward  to  a  further  considera- 
tion, arising  out  of  this  part  of  the  text.  The 
Apostle  says,  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  ablb 
thus  to  make  men  wise  unto  Salvation.  The 
Efkacy^  then,  of  the  Sacred  Volume  to  convey 
the  inestimable  benefit  which  we  have  been  con- 
sidering, must  now  be  noticed. 

The  Apostle  appears  to  use  this  expression, 
with  a  reference  to  the  dangerous  aits  of  those 
.seducers  whom  he  predicts  as  about  to  arise 
^n  the  last  times.  Instead  of  lending  himself 
to  their  corrupt  tenets,  Timothy  was  to  continue 
in  the  things  which  he  had  learned  and  had  been 
assured  of  knomng  of  whom  he  had  learned 
them,  and  that  from  a  child  he  had  hnoum  the 
Holy  Scriptures  which  were  able — sufficient — 
in  every  sense  adapted — to  make  him  wise  unto 
Salvation;  containing  in  themselves  every  thing 
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necessary  to  instract  him  in  all  the  articles  of 
sacred  truth,  and  to  protect  him  against  the 
evasions  and  heresies  of  false  teachers. 

We  learn,  then,  from  this  sentiment,  that 
the  Bible  is  the  perfect  and  adequate  and  in- 
telligible revelation  of  the  Will  of  God-  No- 
thing need  be  added  to  it,  nothing  can  be  taken 
from  it.  There  is  a  plain,  obvious,  steady,  con- 
sistent meaning  in  the  Word  of  God — equal, 
inflexible — the  expression  of  God*s  immutable 
will — which  may  be  attained  by  every  sincere 
student — and  which,  amidst  all  the  fluctuations 
of  human  error  and  passion,  remains  unchanged 
— ^always  competent  to  direct  the  simple  and 
humbl&*minded  penitent,  who  is  seeking  in 
earnest  for  Salvation,  in  every  point  essential 
to  the  great  object  of  his  inquiiy.  All  religious 
error  springs  from  ignorance,  perversion,  or 
misunderstanding  of  the  plain  obvious  mean- 
ing of  Scripture.  Men  explain  away  or  over- 
look some  portions  of  this  sacred  book ;  or  they 
Add  their  own  notions,  inventions,  supei-stitions, 
and  pretended  new  Revelations  to  it,  as  of 
equal  or  superior  importance;  and  thus  cor- 
ruptions of  doctrine  and  precept  infect  the  sim- 
plicity and  majesty  of  Ti-uth.  Still,  so  long 
as  the  Bible  remains,  there  is  an  unbending 
standard  by  which  we  may  try  every  sentiment 
of  man.  The  prominent  and  exclusfve  enco- 
mium of  Scjipture  is,    that  there,   and  there 
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alone^  is  to  be  sought  aO  the  uriadom  sufficient 
for  Salvation. 

This  has  ever  been  a  fundamental  point  of 
difference  between  the  Protestant  and  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  Churches.  The  Papist  does  not 
scruple  to  place  what  he  calls  apostolical  tra^ 
dititas  and  the  infallible  interpretation  of  his 
church  on  a  level  with  Holy  Scripture.  He 
considers  the  language  of  the  Bible,  if  unac- 
companied with  this  authoritative  exposition, 
as  ambiguous  and  uncertain,  and  as  admitting 
dangerous  and  contradictory  meaBiBgs^  The 
Protestant,  on  the  cohtraiy,  maintams,  witib 
the  Apostie  in  the  text,  that  the  Hofy  Scrip-^ 
iures  are  able  to  make  men  wise  unto  SabuMon; 
and  he  rejects  all  pretended  traditions  and  ni^ 
terpretations  which  ate  repugnant  to  the  plain 
sense  of  the  Book  of  God  itself. 

Not  that  the  Reformed  Churches  disparage 
in  the  slightest  measure  the  means  of  religious 
Instruction.  They  honour  and  cultivate  the 
sacred  ministry  of  God's  word,  the  education 
of  the  young,  the  sacraments  instituted  by  oor 
Lord,  the  explicatioa  and  preaching  of  tiie 
Gospel^  a  sound  and  cakitious  learning,  the  na- 
tural authority  of  wisdom  and  experience,  antl 
all  othtt  methods  of  edification  which  the  Scrip- 
tures themselves  enjoin.*     But  they  conirideir 

«  See  Cen.  Triden.  Seas.  4ta.  De  Canonibb  ScriptUfia. 
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tjliem  all  as.  fiubordiaate  to  the  Bible  H^qI^  and 
as  standing  or  falling  by  it.  Th^  regftid  tbem 
not  aa  giving  authority  to  the  Scripture,*  bqt  as 
deriving  all  their  authority  from  it.  .  Aa.  to  an 
in&Uible  and  paramount  rule  of  faith^  the  Bibl^ 
and  the  Bible  only^  is  the  religion  of  the  Pro* 
testant.  If  men  err,  it  is  not  from  the  inguffir 
clency  of  the  Holy  Word,  but  because,  as  our 
Lord  teaches  us^  they  either  know  not  th^ 
Scriptures;  or  maJce  them  of  none  effect  through 
their  traditions. 

But  this  efficacy  of  the  Bible  will  more.  fuUf 
appear  when  we  notice,  what  the  text  next  cajlg 
us  to  consider.  The  manner  in  which  rr  pro- 
duces ITS  effect — through  faith  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus^ 

This  is  added,  because  the  power  Q3cribed 
to  the  Bible  to  make  men  wise  unto  SalvifeticMi^ 
is  of  course  only  the  power  of  an  autJ^pritAtire 
standard  and  perfect  revelation  of .  truth.  Ffutb 
is  still  required  on  the  par^.of  those  who.  read 
it,  in  order  that  its  salutary  effects  may  be 
produced.  A  simple  and  implicit  belief,  a 
disposition  to  receive  humbly  whatever  God 
declares,  is  essential  to  a  right  use  of  Holy 
Scripture.  Without  this,  the  Book  caunot 
guide  men  to  Heaveq,  because  without  this  it 
cannot  be  read  in  a  right  spirit  nor  employed 
to  its  proper  end — the  salvation  of  the  soul> 
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The  word  of  God  will  not  profit,  unless  it  be 
mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  hear  it. 

For  what,  if  men  read  the  Scriptures  only 
to  cavil^  to  raise  curious  questions,  to  select 
some  favourite  parts  merely,  to  model  divine 
truth  after  the  dictates  of  a  corrupt  reasoning, 
or  to  rest  in  a  cursory  formal  speculation  on 
its  chief  topics  ?  What,  if  they  read  it  without 
attention,  without  seriousness,  without  prayer  r 
Will  it  in  such  a  case  make  us  wise  unto  sal- 
vation? No,  my  brethren.  The  Scriptures, 
to  be  efficient,  must  be  read  with  a  lively  [faith. 
We  read  other  books,  indeed,  in  order  that 
we  may  reject  or  receive  what  is  proposed  to  us, 
according  to  our  best  judgment  of  truth.  We 
are  to  try  them  by  some  standard.  We  come 
to  them  as  judges.  But  when  we  read  the 
Scriptures,  we  are  to  come,  not  as  judges,  but 
disciples.  They  are  themselves  the  standard  of 
all  religious  doctrine.  We  are  to  receive  them 
as  the  unerring  revelation  of  God.  We  are  to 
submit  all  our  sentiments,  all  our  prejudices,  all 
our  doctrines,  all  our  conduct,  to  their  autho- 
ritative guidance.  It  is  not  reasoning,  but  faith, 
which  God  requires.  And  therefoi-e  the  young 
and  ignorant  as  to  other  things,  may  some- 
times make  more  solid  advances  in  the  Wis-> 
dom  of  salvation,  than  the  most  refined  scholar, 
because  they  may  have  the  true  key  to  its  bless- 
ings-^a  heart  which  believes  unto  righteousness. 
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Nay,  the  very  mysteries  of  our  religion,  which 
are  the  stumbling-block  to  a  proud  and  hazard- 
ous objector,  are  the  food  and  nourishment  of 
faith.  We  believe  the  doctrines  of  the  proper 
deity  of  our  Lord,  of  the  pei-sonality  and  divi- 
nity of  the  Holy  Ghost,  of  the  purposes  and 
decrees  of  God,  of  the  fall  and  impotency  of 
mail,  of  the  efficacy  of  divine  grace  in  regene- 
rating and  sanctifying  the  heart,  and  if  there  be 
any  other  doctrine  most  commonly  objected  to 
as  mysterious;  not  because  we  can  resolve  all 
the  difficulties  which  a  presumptuous  mind  may 
advance  against  them,  but  because  they  are  re^ 
vealed  in  that  book,  which  is  to  be  received 
with  silent  faith,  and  not  arraigned  at  the  bar 
of  the  very  sinners  whom  it  was  given  to  illu- 
minate and  save. 

The  Apostle  adds  concerning  this  faith,  that 
it  is  In  Christ  Jesus;  because  he  would  direct 
us  to  that  distinguished  truth  which  gives  all 
their  virtue  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  They  can 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation,  because  they  re- 
veal the  Saviour.  And  faith  is  the  means  by 
which  such  effects  are  produced,  because  faith, 
amidst  all  the  other  doctrines  of  the  Bible, 
fixes  most  intently  on  that  which  includes  and 
surpasses  them  all — the  doctrine  of  the  Cross. 

More  especially,  in  the  case  of  Timothy,  to 
whom  the  Epistle  was  addressed,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  writings  of  the  Old  Testament,  in 
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which  he  had  been  trsuned  from  fais  uifancy% 
would  make  him  wise  unto  salvation;  not  if  be 
rested  in  the  letter  of  them,  and  rejected  or  de* 
spised  the  Messiah  after  he  had  appeared  on 
earth,  but  if  he  welcomed  with  fiiith  that  Sa^- 
viour  and  acknowledged  in  Him  the  hope  and 
consolation  of  the  Church. 

But  indeed,  generally,  faith,  when  it  is 
genuine,  conducts  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
same  commanding  truth.  All  the  knowledge 
which  it  acquires  respecting  the  guilt  of  sin, 
the  holiness  of  the  hawy  and  the  justice  and 
wrath  of  God,  only  quicken  its  eagerness  in 
embracing  the  record  which  is  given  of  the 
Saviour.  And  this  is  tlie  recordy  that  God  hath 
given  to  us  eternal  lifey  and  this  life  is  in  his 
Son;  he  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life,  and  he 
thai  hath  not  the  Son  of  Ood,  hath  not  life. 
This  is  THE  Truth  by  way  of  eminence.  The 
sum  of  the  whole  Bible  is,  that  God  so  laved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  son, 
that  whosoever  beUeveth  in  him,  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  Christ  is  the 
Shepherd,  the  Friend,  the  Prophet,  the  High 
Priest,  the  King  of  his  church.  He  is  that  in 
the  spiritual  world,  which  the  bright  orb  of  day 
is  in  the  natural,  the  source  of  light  and  warmth 
and  life  and  consolation.  All  the  faith  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  all  their  efficacy  to  sal- 
vation, meet  at  last  in  Him,  for  the  excellency 
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of  the  knowledge  of  whonty  the  Apostle  declared 
that  he  esteemed  every  thing  as  hss. 

But  I  pass  on  towards  a  brief  conclusion  of 
my  discourse. 

For  if  the  Duty  of  communicating  the 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  the  young 
from  their  earliest  childhood  be  such  as  I  have 
described;  and  if  the  inestimable  Benefit  aris« 
ing  from  the  right  discharge  oi  it  be  the  making 
them  wise  unto  salvation^  then  I  can  have  little 
to  add  on  the  particular  object  of  charity  for 
which  I  am  now  to  plead. 

For  I  am  persuaded  you  will  agree  with 
me  in  considering  the  National  Schools  as  a 
national  blessing.  The  design  of  these  noble 
institutions  is,  to  supply  the  want  of  ability  or 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  the 
poor,  as  to  the  religious  instruction  of  their 
children — a  benefit  of  quite  incalculable  mo* 
ment.  It  is  doing  the  most  important  good 
at  the  proper,  and  indeed  only,  opportunity  for 
doing  it.  'St  is  taking  advantage  of  the  opening 
years  of  childhood  to  give  a  right  direction  to 
the  entire  life.  It  is  educating  those  who  will 
be  the  parents  of  the  next  generation.  For  it 
is  a  profound  thought,  I  think  of  Bishop  But- 
ler, that  the  character  of  every  succeeding  age 
is  left,  under  the  ordinary  blessing  of  God,  to 
the  example  and  labours  of  the  foregoing.  We 
cannot  then  engage  in  a  work  where  all  the 
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principles  of  Feligion  and  humanity  more 
strongly  unite,  than  in  national  religious  edu- 
cation. We  are  to  recollect,  besides,  that  the 
crowded  families  of  the  poor  in  this  vast  me- 
tropolis, necessarily  place  the  young  almost 
constantly  in  the  view  of  their  parents;  and  that 
therefore  where  unhappy  examples  of  prophane- 
ness,  in*eligion,  violation  of  the  Sabbath,  evil 
passions,  or  discontent,  occur  at  home,  vice 
and  corruption  must  be  propagated  with  in- 
creased rapidity.  I  will  not  then  stop  to  ask 
you,  whether  this  be  not  an  additional  motive 
to  take  the  young  by  the  hand,  place  them  in 
your  schools,  and  not  only  train  them  in  ha- 
bits of  piety,  but  send  them  back  as  silent 
teachers  to  their  less  thoughtful  relations  and 
fiiends. 

How  nearly  the  topic  of  general  education 
touches  on  the  tranquillity  and  happiness  of 
the  community,  is  quite  obvious.  Conscience 
is  the  foundation  of  law.  A  doctrine  of  future 
retribution  is  the  support  of  social  fljrder.  No 
human  statutes  can  control  the  heart.  It  is 
only  when  you  inscribe  an  inward  law — when 
you  erect  a  voluntary  self-command — ^when  you 
raise  up  a  secret  tribunal — when  you  implant  a 
fear  of  that  Almighty  Lord,  who,  after  he  has 
killed,  has  power  to  cast  into  Hell,  that  the 
frame  of  civil  society  can  be  cemented  together. 
In  every  country,    but  especially  in  this  free 
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^tate^  the  mass  of  your  poor^  like  the  base  of 
the  cone^r  if  it  be  unsteady  and  insecure^  will 
quickly  endanger  every  superincumbent  part. 
Religious  education^  then^  is  the  spring  of  pub^ 
lie  tranquillity.  It  not  only  cherishes  tha  inte<- 
rior  principle  of  conscience;  but  by  infusing  the 
higher  sentiments  of  penitence  and  faith  and 
gratitude  and  the  hope  of  sanation  and  th§ 
love  of  God^  communicates  the  elements  of  a 
cheerful  and  uniform  subjection  to  all  lawful 
authority.  The  uneducated  and  irreligious^  on 
the  contrary^  are  a  ready  prey  to  every  seducer^ 
whether  in  politics  or  religion.  They  have  no 
steady  principles  of  morals.  Their  rule  is  habit, 
their  guide  passion,  their  controul  selfishness, 
their  end  pleasure  or  power  or  gain. 

But,  indeed,  if,  independently  of  the  safety 
of  the  community,  ouiv  own  domestic  happi- 
ness only  were  concerned,  who  does  not  perceive 
how  largely  his  personal  comforts  are  derived 
from  the  fidelity  and  good  principles  of  bis  ser- 
vants, especially  those  with  whom  his  children 
are  most  conversant.  Now  the  schools  you  are 
establishing  are  to  train  up  these  future  inmates 
of  your  families — the  very  nurses  and  attend- 
ants, of  whose  defects  you  are  now  so  ready  to 
complain,  and  whose  piety  you  should  cheer- 
fhlly  purchase,  by  bestowing  on  them  in  early 
life  the  means  of  a  religious  education.  For  in 
what  way  can  a  succession  of  intelligent,  mo- 
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desi,  obedient,  faithful,  pious  domestic  sen^nts 
be  nurtured,  but  by  implanting  early  the  se6d8 
of  all  these  Christian  graces  and  virtues — not  to 
speak  of  all  the  other  situations  in  your  families 
and  establishments  for  trade  and  commerce, 
into  which  the  present  children  of  the  poor 
will  hereafter  be  introduced;  and  where  they 
will  bring,  and  will  act  upon,  the  principles  of 
conduct  with  which  you  now  femiliarize  them. 

And  amidst  all  the  methods  of  instructiog 
the  young,  especially  in  populous  neighbour* 
hoods,  none  appears  so  admirable  as  the  Na- 
noNAL  Schools.  The  happy  invention  of  teach- 
ing children  by  means  of  themselves,  the  stir- 
prising  measure  of  attention  and  interest  which 
is  excited  in  their  minds,  the  accuracy  with 
which  their  lessons  are  acquired  and  retained, 
the  rapid  proficiency  which  is  made,  and  the 
comparatively  trifling  expense  at  which  the 
Whole  b  achieved,  seem  to  unite  the  very  points 
most  desirable  in  education,  and  yet  hitherto 
the  most  unattainable;  whilst  the  only  serioud 
objection — that  of  a  dangerous  spirit  of  emula- 
tion,— appears  not  to  deserve  a  comparison  with 
the  actual  benefits  conferred — to  say  nothing 
on  any  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  the  objec-* 
tion  itself. 

Nor  is  it  a  small  matter  that  our  population 
should  be  trmned  from  their  earliest  years  in 
a   decent    reverence    for   the  services   of  our 
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Churchy  and  a  oonscientioas  observance  of  the 
duties  of  public  worship,   together  with  that 
early  acqusdntance  with  the  elementary  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  faith,  which  may  asso« 
date  the  formularies  of  our  devotion  with  the 
first  principles  of  their  knowledge,  and  prepare 
them  to  become  enlightened  and  well-informed 
members  of  the    national  Church.      Nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  a  neglect  of  the 
ordinances  of  piety  in  the  children  of  the  poor, 
ean  only  lead  to  confirmed  indiflference  or  hos- 
tility in  advanced  life.    And^  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  surely  the  bounden  duty  of  the  members  of 
the  Church  to  nurture  the  young  in  that  pure 
form  of  religion  which  has  blessed  their  own 
hearts,  which  they  engaged  to  bestow  on  them 
when  they  presented  them  at  the  font  of  bap- 
tiim,  and  which  they  can  only  effectually  com* 
mdnicate  by  connecting  eai*ly  and  devout  habits 
of  piety  with  the  progress  of  their  knowledge. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  more  than  surprising  if, 
whilst  all  confessions    of   Christians    in    this 
country,  as  well  as  every  other,  including  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  every  description  of  Pro- 
testants, educate  their  offspring  in  the  peculiar 
tenets  of  their  own  belief,  we  alone  should  be 
found  so  unfaithful  to  our  trust  as  to  omit  the 
inculcation  of  religious  principle  in  the  instruc- 
tion we  convey,  and  leave  the  young  exposed 
to  all  the  possible  forms  of   error — in  other 
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words^  to  the  gQidance  of  a  corrupt  nature  in  a 
corrupt  world. 

If  these  observations  be  at  all  applicable 
generally  to  the  subject  of  the  National  So* 
ciBTY,  they  acquire  an  additional  force  from  the 
circumstances  of  this  particular  School  for 
which  I  now  solicit  your  charitable  bounty.  In 
a  large  manufacturing  parish  of  seventeen  thou« 
sand  inhabitants^  where  the  proportion  of  poor 
}s  so  immense,  and  where  the  means  therefore  of 
education  on  the  part  of  the  parents  must  be  so 
inadequate,  no  call  of  Christian  charity  can  be 
more  importunate.  The  schools  which  are  now 
erected  are  designed  to  instruct  one  thousand 
or  twelve  hundred  children.  A  plain  but  beau- 
tiful edifice  has  been  raised  by  the  muDificent 
contributions  of  the  various  persons  connected 
in  different  ways  with  the  chief  manu&cture 
of  the  neighbourhood,  aided  by  the  donations*  of 
several  dignitaries  and  distinguished  persons  in 
Church  and  State.  Already  has  a  temporary 
room  been  employed  for  several  months,  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  children  have  been  re- 
ceiving education,  whose  progress  and  good  be^ 
haviour  give  some  pledge  of  the  benefits  likely  to 
I'esult  from  the  present  design.  On  visiting  this 
school  during  the  last  week  I  was  delighted  in 
examining  the  several  classes,  and  in  observing 
the  good  order  and  proficiency  which  were  appa- 
rent.  The  accuracy  with  which  the  highest  class. 
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iaelading  some  who  had  not  been  in  the  school 
more  than  eight  or  nine  months^  read  a  chapter 
from  the  Old  Testament,  and  replied  to  all  the 
questions  which  I  proposed  to  them  from  it, 
surpassed  my  highest  expectations^  and  con- 
firmed the  judgment  I  had  previously  formed  of 
the  tendmcy  of  these  admirable  establishments. 
The  moral  eflfects  also  which  I  was  informed 
had  already  appeared  in  the  children  and  in 
the  families  to  which  they  belonged^  and  which 
were  beginning  to  have  an  influence  throughout 
the  parish^  may  encourage  the  hope  that  many 
of  these  scholars  will  not  only  attain  to  a  know^ 
ledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  but  will  be  there- 
by made  wise  unto  Salvation^  through  faith 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  five  thousand  children,  in  this  parish 
alone,  were  found  to  be  without  the  means  of 
education,  and  that  the  majority  of  those  al« 
ready  admitted  were  previously  allowed  to  wan-* 
der  through  the  streets  of  the  neighbourhood  in 
negligence  and  vice,  it  may  easily  be  imagined 
what  the  real  amount  of  ultimate  good  may, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  eventually  be. 

Yield  then,  my  brethren,  to  the  holy  emo^ 
tion  which  I  cannot  but  hope  has  been  excited 
in  your  minds,  by  these  plain  but  affecting  state- 
ments. It  is  God  who  has  appointed  the  va« 
rious  orders  of  society,  and  appointed  them  for 
the  very  purpose  that  the  affluent  may  assist 
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tiie  indigeDt  and  distressed.  Nor  is  tliere  any 
mark  so  appropriate  to  the  disciples  of  Christ 
as  that  of  loving  one  another.  And  if  the  prin* 
(nples  I  have  endeavoared  to  enforce  in  this 
dlicoarse,  be  so  high  and  holy  as  I  am  assared 
they  are;  if  the  Holy  Scriptares  be  the  book 
bestowed  on  man  to  teach  him  the  way  to 
Heaven ;  if  -this  book  is  to  be  communicated  to 
the  young  from  their  earliest  childhood;  and 
if  it  be  able  to  make  them  wise  unto  salva- 
tion; then  all  the  ordinary  motives  to  Christian 
benevolence  acqfnire^  in  this  instance^  a  double 
force. 

Nor  let  us  fear  to  act  nobly  on  an  occasion 
like  the  present.  Few  persons  have  ever  lost 
by  thdr  charities.  The  blessing  of  God  maketh 
rich*  Economy  is  the  spring  of  real  benevo- 
lence. We  are  injured  indeed  by  negligence  of 
our  affairs^  by  prodigal  expense,  by  pride,  by 
ostentation-^^but  no  man  was  eventually  the 
poorer  for  what  he  gave  away — Honour  the 
Lord  with  thy  substance  andthejirstfruits  ofaU 
thine  increase;  so  shall  thy  bams  be  ^ed  with 
plenteousness,  and  thy  presses  burst  out  with  new 
wine.  He  that  giveth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  to 
the  Lord;  and,  look,  what  he  layeth  out,  it  shall 
he  paid  him  again.  Need  I  add,  that  the  best 
evidence  we  can  give  of  our  gratitude  for  the 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with  which 
God  has  blessed  us,  and  for  that  eternal  salva* 
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tion  to  which  he  calls  us  by  faith  in  Christ  Je- 
sns,  is  to  assist  others  in  attaining  these  bless- 
ings; which^  if  God  had  pleased^  we  might  have 
been  nnder  the  necessity  of  supplicating  our- 
selves^ and  which  we  have  received  freely  that 
we  may  freely  commnnicate  them  to  our  more 
necessitous  brethren. 
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TO  THB 


Ci)ttrtl)toatliens(  snly  gnt^abttanls 

ST.   MARY,   ISLINGTON. 


UY  DEAR  PARISHIONERS, 

The  following  Sermon  ispub- 
Ushed  at  your  request.  It  was  composed  in  much 
languor  and  weakness;  and  I  was  doubtful^ 
almost  to  the  last  fnoment,  whether  J  ^should 
have  strength  to  deliver  itjrom  the  pulpit.  It 
can  have  no  claims  on  your  attention^  except 
as  ii  is  a  simple  exposition  of  what  I  conceive 
to  he  the  scriptural  character  of  a  minister  of 
the  church  of  Christ ;  hut  I  yield  with  the  less 
reluctance  to  your  wishes  for  the  publication  of 
it,  because  so  nwny  thousands  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  parish,  are  at  present,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  deprived  of  accommodation  for  the  pubtic 
fVorsMp  of  God.    You  seem  to  have  a  right, 
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therefore^  to  read  from  the  press  those  sefitt- 
ments  whtch,  upon  the  solemn  occasion  of  enter^ 
ing  on  the  cure  of  souls  in  this  place^  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  express^  but  which  you  had  no  op- 
portunity of  hearing.  If  it  should  please  God 
to  restore  me  to  any  measure  of  healthy  it  will 
he  my  delight  to  reside  constantly  amongst  you, 
and  to  labour  with  my  whole  heart  ^^  for  your 
furtherance  and  joy  of  faithr  In  the  mean 
time,  I  commend  to  your  candid  indulgence  this 
plmn  and  familiar  Discourse,  which  appears 
nearly  in  the  very  words  in  which  it  was  deli- 
vered;  and  I  beg  the  benefit  of  your  prayers, 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  discharge  with  qffec^ 
tionate  solicitude,  so  fur  as  future  circumstances 
may  allow,  the  honourable  and  arduous  office  to 
which  I  have  just  been  instituted. 

I  am, 

MY  DEjiR    PARISHIONERS^ 

Your  faithful  Minister, 

DANIEL  WILSON. 

Barnsburt  Park,  Isunoton, 
July  20,  1824. 
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Feed  the  Jlock  of  God  which  is  amongst  you, 
taking  the  oversight  thereof,  not  hy  constraint 
hit  unlUngfy;  not  for  JUthy  lucre,  hut  of  a 
ready  mind;  nether  as  being  lords  over  Gods 
heritage,  hut  being  ensamples  to  the  flock. 

The  curb  of  souls  involves  important^  ho- 
nourable, and  most,  difficult  duties.  Tliose 
who  have  maturely  weighed  what^the  Scrip- 
tures teach  on  this  subject,  will  best  under- 
stand what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  and  appre- 
hensions of  a  minister  on  entering  upon  the 
charge  of  a  populous  and  extensive  parish. 
It  is  in  order  to  impress  my  own  mind  with  a 
just  conception  of  the  responsibility  of  this 
office,  and  to  lead  you  to  more  adequate  ideas 
of  the  character  of  a  faithful  pastor,  that  I 
would  now  invite  your  attention  to  the  words  of 
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my  text^  in  which  the  Apostle^  who  had  been  a 
witness  of  ihe  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  was  soon 
to  be  a  partaker  of  the  glory  which  was  to  be 
revealed,  solemnly  exhorts  the  bishops  and 
pastors  of  the  church  to  the  discharge  of  their 
peculiar  duties. 

The  language  of  the  text  is  metaphorical. 
The  image  is  taken  from  the  watchful  compas- 
sion and  patient  care  of  a  shepherd  over  his 
flock — an  office  which  throughout  the  Scrip- 
tures is  associated  with  far  higher  ideas  of  im- 
portance and  dignity  than  might  be  supposed 
from  considering  our  modern  usages  and  man- 
ners. 

The  character  of  the  Apostle's  injunctions  is 
tenderness;  and  the  chief  points  relate  to  the 
DUTIES  and  the  temper  of  the  Christian  shep- 
herd. 

I.  Let  us  consider  the  duties  of  the  chris- 
tian SHEPHERD.  These  are  two:  a  specific  and 
primary  one,  Feed  the  Jlock  of  Ood :  a  general 
find  subsequent  one.  Taking  the  oversight  there-^ 

^. 

The  specific  and  primary  duty  of  a  shepherd, 
that  without  which  all  other  duties  would  be 
out  of  place  and  inefficient,  is  to  feed  his  flock. 
For,  however  diligently  a  shepherd*  might  busy 
himself  with  subordinate  matters,  yet  if  he  neg- 
lected this  first  duty,  he  would  act  the  most 
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cruel  part^  and  violate  the  highest  obligations 
of  his  office. 

Accordingly,  our  Saviour,  when  he  had  thrice 
interrogated  the  very  Apostle  whose  words  we 
are  considering,  whether  he  supremely  loved 
him,  thrice  added,  as  the  best  proof  and  primary 
effect  of  that  love.  Feed  my  sheep,  feed  my 
lambs.  And  when  St.  P^ul  exhorted  the  elders 
of  Ephesus  to  take  heed  unto  all  the  Jlock  over 
the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  tnade  them  aver* 
seers,  he  charged  them,  as  the  most  indispen* 
sable  part  of  their  sacred  calling,  to  feed  the 
clmrch  of  God  which  he  had  purchased  with  his 
own  blood. 

The  food  which  the  Christian  shepherd  is  to 
dispense  to  his  flock  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Gospel ;  all  the  truths  of  that  revelation  which 
the  mercy  of  God  has  bestowed  upon  fallen  man 
to  guide  him  to  happiness  and  heaven.  These 
doctrines  are  as  much  adapted  to  instruct  and 
save  the  soul,  as  the  green  pastures  and  the 
still  waters  to  nourish  the  tender  sheep.  The 
minister  is  to  study  deeply  the  Holy  Scriptui*es 
for  himself,  and  then  to  feed  his  people  with 
knowledge  and  understanding  according  to 
them.  He  is  not  to  set  before  them  the  un- 
wholesome nutriment  of  human  opinions,  or 
the  dogmas  which  may  happen  to  be  fashion- 
able in  his  own  age.  He  is  not  to  propose 
doubtful   notions,   subtle   refinements,    critical 
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disquisitions,  or  affected  novelties.  He  is  not 
to  dwell  principally  on  topics  of  natural  reli- 
gion, of  cold  ethics,  or  moral  suasion.  He 
is  not  to  detail  subordinate  points  of  scrip- 
tural truth,  or  make  overstatements  on  the  sa- 
craments and  outward  rites  of  Christianity,  or 
present  a  confused  and  dangerous  mixture  of 
the  law  and  the  Gospel.  All  this  would  be  to 
starve  and  poison,  not  to  feed,  the  flock.  But 
he  is  to  set  before  them  those  plain,  solid,  un- 
doubted, and  most  wholesome  truths  of  God^s 
word  by  which  they  may  be  nourished  to  ever- 
lasting salvation  ;  and  he  must  propound  these 
truths  without  fear,  without  concealment,  with- 
out addition,  without  mutilation ;  in  the  pro- 
portion and  for  the  ends  in  which  they  lie  in 
the  inspired  volume. 

These  main  doctrines  may  be  reduced  to  two 
great  heads— the  ruin  and  the  recovery  of 
man.  His  ruin  by  sin,  his  recovery  by  divine 
mercy.  His  ruin  in  the  first  Adam,  his  reco- 
very in  the  second.  His  ruin  by  his  own  folly 
and  guilt,  his  recovery  by  the  stupendous  re- 
demption which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

In  explaining  the  ruin  and  misery  of  man, 
the  minister  will  have  to  unfold  the  doctrines  of 
man*8  reasonable  and  accountable  nature,  of  the 
holy,  just,  and  good  law  of  God,  of  the  evil  and 
penalty  of  sin,  of  the  unnumbered  transgressions 
of  every  human  being,  since  the  fall  of  our  first 
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parents,  in  thoaght,  word,  and  action ;  of  the 
awful  punishment  of  eternal  death  which  awaits 
us,  of  the  value  of  the  soul,  of  the  vanity  and 
vexation  inherent  in  all  earthly  things,  and  the 
near  approach  of  judgment  and  eternity.  He 
must  further  show,  from  the  unvarying  testi- 
mony of  Holy  Scripture  and  of  experience,  that 
man  is  not  only  a  sinner,  but  a  totally  ruined 
creature ;  that  he  is  "  born  in  sin  ;'*.  that  he  is 
'^  very  far  gone  from  original  righteousness,  and 
is  of  his  own  nature  inclined  to  evil '  ;*'  that  he 
is  impotent  and  weak,  as  well  as  guilty;  unable 
to  save  or  recover  himself;  without  will  and 
without  power  to  serve  and  love  God  as  he 
ought;  lost,  undone,  miserable ;  in  other  words, 
that  his  ^'  condition  since  the  fall  of  Adam  is 
such  that  he  cannot  turn  and  prepare  himself 
by  his  own  natural  strength  and  good  works  to 
faith  and  calling  upon  God'/'  In  short,  he 
must  show  him  that  he  is  by  nature  a  wander- 
ing sheep  that  has  left  the  fold,  and  is  erring 
and  straying  from  it  in  the  wilderness  of  this 
world,  incapable,  as  well  as  indisposed,  to  find 
his  way  back  to  the  flock  ^. 

These  truths  are  humiliating  indeed,   but 

salutary.    They  are  not  the  Gospel,  but  they 

.  prepare  for  it.  They  are  not,  properly  speaking, 

the  food  of  the  soul,  but  they  are  its  medicine. 

'  Article  IX.  *  Article  X.  3  Confession. 
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They  directly  tend  to  teach  man  his  real  state 
and  danger,  to  destroy  the  fatal  illusion  of  self- 
righteousness,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  genuine 
humility,  and  thus  to  prepare  him  for  coming 
back  to  the  great  Shepherd  for  safety  and  deli- 
verance. A  just  perception  of  sin,  original  and 
actual,  is  the  entrance  to  all  practical  know- 
ledge. 

For  the  doctrine  of  the  recovery  of  lost 
man  by  the  cross  and  passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  thus  becomes  intelligible^  necessary,  ap- 
propriate. This,  this  is  the  peculiarity  of  the 
Cht*istian  revelation,  that  the  good  shepherd 
hath  given  his  life  for  the  sheep.  O  voice  of 
terror  and  compassion  uttered,  in  praphetic 
vision,  by  the  divine  majesty,  Awake^  0 
sword,  against  my  shepherd,  against  the  man 
that  is  MY  FELLOW,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts ! 
O  astonishing  and  boundless  love  of  our  hea- 
venly Father  in  the  completion  of  this  pro- 
phecy, when  he  spared  not  his  oirs-  son,  btit 
delivered  him  up  for  us  all !  O  mysterious  and 
matchless  pity  of  the  Son  of  God  himself  to 
stand  in  our  place,  to  endure  our  punishment, 
to  expiate  our  guilt,  to  suffer  and  die,  as  the 
heavenly  shepherd,  for  his  lost,  sinful,  helpless 
flock!  Yes,  my  brethren,  the  word  that  was 
with  God  and  was  God,  was  made  fesh,  and 
dwelt  amongst  us ;  he  was  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  he  offered  up  himself  a  sacrifice  without 
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spot  to  God,  he  was  made  sin  for  us  though  he 
knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righ- 
teousness of  God  in  him.  And  now  we  are 
'^  accounted  righteous  before  God  only  for  the 
merit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  by 
faith^  and  not  for  our  own  works  or  deserv- 
ings*. 

It  is  with  these  tidings  that  we  are  sent 
forth   to  preach  to  guilty  man.    This  is  the 
nourishing  and  salutary  food  which  the  shep- 
herd gives  his  fainting,  weary  flock.    We  pro- 
pose offers  of  salvation  to  every  human  being. 
We  propose  to  raise  men  from  the  ruins  of  the 
fall.    We  proclaim  the  free  and  exuberant  grace 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.      We  call,  invite, 
command,  persuade  men  to  repent,  and  turn 
to  Crody  and  do  works  meet  for  repentance.    We 
are  still,  in  an  important  though  lower  sense, 
like  the  first  apostles,  ambassadors  for  Christ; 
and  as  though   God   did   beseech  you  by  us, 
we  pray  you  in   Christ s  stead,    be  ye  recon- 
died  to   God.     Thus  we  go,  like  a  faithful 
shepherd,  after  the  lost  sheep,  into  the  wilder'- 
ness  until  we  have  found  it;  and  when  we  have 
found  it,  we  lay  it  on  our  shoulders  rejoicing, 
saying.  Rejoice  with  me,  I  have  found  my  sheep 
.  that  was  lost. 

4  Article  XI. 
g4 
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Bat  this  is  not  all :  the  doctrine  of  the  reco- 
very  of  man  includes^  not  only  the  redemption 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus^  and  the  unlimited 
offers  of  this  blessing,  but  the  most  encouraging 
promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost, "  the  Lord  and  Giver 
of  lifeT  whose  influences  can  change  the  heart 
of  sinfiil  man,  and  make  him  sensible  of  his 
ruin,  and  desirous  to  come  back  to  his  duty 
and  to  his  God.  Christianity  is  distinguished 
from  all  other  schemes  of  religion  by  this,  that 
it  reveals  a  source  of  divine  grace  and  strength, 
as  well  as  a  method  of  pardon.  It  comes  down 
to  the  actual  state  and  wants  of  man;  it 
not  only  teaches,  but  saves.  It  brings  with  it, 
not  merely  instruction,  but  a  power,  an  energy, 
an  effectual  operation  which  reaches  and  con- 
verts the  heart.  The  doctrine  of  the  minister 
is  but  the  means  of  this  conversion;  the  primary 
Author  of  all  spiritual  good  is  the  Holy  Ghost. 
He  convinces  and  humbles  man  effectually  for 
his  sins;  He  leads  him  to  true  repentance; 
He  regenerates,  renews,  comforts,  strengthens, 
,  sanctifies  the  soul ;  ''  He  prevents  him  by  his 
grace,  that  he  may  have  a  good  will,  and  works 
with  him  when  he  has  that  good  will^.'"  In 
other  words.  He  enables  and  disposes  the  feeble, 
lost  sheep,  to  return  to  the  fold;  directs  its 
trembling  steps,  and  brings  it  back  to  the  great 

i  Article  X. 
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Shepherd  ef  souls.  Tliis  consolatory  doctrine  is 
food  indeed  to  the  anxious^  inquiring  mind  of 
the  alarmed  sinner ;  it  guides,  restores,  re-ani- 
mates, succours ;  it  makes  religion  practicable, 
and  brings  home  and  applies  the  blessings  of 
redemption  to  his  heart. . 

The  obligation  of  good  works,  and  of  a 
course  of  universal  obedience  to  God,  as  *^  the 
fruit  of  faith  and  following  after  justification V* 
closes  the  general  doctrine  of  the  recovery  of 
man,  or  rather  is  the  effect  of  it.  The  sheep 
brought  back  by  the  mighty  power  of  its  Shep- 
herd, now  forms  a  part  of  God's  heritage, 
hears  the  Shepherd's  voice,  loves  the  fold,  dreads 
all  temptations  to  wander  from  it,  acquires  the 
meek  and  docile  character  of  the  true  flock,  is 
led  to  the  green  pastures  and  lies  down  beside 
the  still  waters.  That  is,  the  true  penitent 
who  has  obeyed  the  Gospel,  believed  on  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  received  the  Holy 
Ghost,  walks  religiously  in  good  works,  lives 
soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  mortifies  the 
deeds  of  the  body,  separates  himself  from  the 
follies  and  vices  of  the  world,  fills  up  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  his  station  in  the  family  and  in 
the  community,  exercises  himself  to  have  a 
conscience  void  of  offence,  both  towards  God 
and  towards  man^  and  lives  a  holy,  inoffensive, 

^  Article  XII. 
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thankful^  benevolent^  obedient  life^  according 
to  God's  commandments  and  from  the  peculiar 
motives  of  the  Gospel.  The  developement  and 
inculcation  of  Christian  morals  is^  in  its  due 
place^  as  food  to  the  soul ;  it  instructs  in  duty, 
excites  to  humility,  arouses  to  vigilance,  awa^ 
kens  from  sloth,  stimulates  to  prayer,  directs  to 
effort. 

Such  is  a  rapid  and  faint  summary  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  fall  and  the  recovery  of  man ; 
which  marks,  as  by  a  sun-beam,  the  revelation  of 
the  Gospel ;  and  which  it  is  the  shepherd's  specific 
and  primary  duty  to  dispense  to  his  flock. 

But  besides  this  specific  and  primary  duty^ 
there  is  also  a  general  and  subsequent  one,  aris- 
ing from  it.  This  the  Apostle  expresses,  by 
Taking  the  oversight  of  the  flock.  For  the 
shepheixl  must  not  only  feed  his  sheep,  but  must 
inspect  and  see  after  them  with  patient  watch- 
fulness ;  he  must  live  amongst  them,  and  have 
them  under  his  eye ;  he  must  walk  about,  and 
look  around,  and  take  care  that  nothing  is 
wanting  to  them ;  he  must  examine  minutely 
the  varying  state  of  each,  and  adapt  his  con- 
duct and  management  to  that  state ;  he  must 
observe  the  first  symptoms  of  disease  as  they 
appear ;  he  must  guard  them  when  in  the  pas- 
tures, during  the  day  ;  and,  like  the  shepherds 
at  our  Saviour's  birth,  abide  in  the  fleld^  and 
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keep  watch  over  his  Jlcck  by  mght.  And  this 
he  must  do^  though  the  drought  cofuume  him 
by  day^  and  the  frost  by  night,  and  his  sleep 
depart  from  his  eyes;  as  the  patriarch  Jacob 
speaks. 

In  like  manner,  it  is  not  enough  for  the 
Christian  shepherd  to  teach,  both  publicly  and 
privately,  the  fall  and  recovery  of  man;  he 
must  do  much  more.  He  must  take  the  care, 
the  inspection,  the  oversight,  the  guidance  of 
the  flock  every  moment;  he  must  suit  his  in- 
structions to  the  age,  the  temper,  the  circum- 
stances, the  prejudices,  the  duties,  the  calling, 
the  temptations,  the  sorrows  of  each  ;  he  must 
deny  himself,  become  all  things  to  all  men, 
be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season,  be  apt 
and  ready  to  teach  both  publichly  and  from 
house  to  house;  and  in  meekness  instruct 
those  that  oppose  themselves,  if  peradventure 
God  vnll  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  truth.  He  must  "  do  all 
that  in  him  lieth,  to  bring  all  committed  to  his 
charge  unto  that  agreement  in  the  faith  and 
knowledge  of  God,  and  to  that  ripeness  and 
perfectness  of  age  in  Christ,  that  there  be  no 
place  left  among  them,  either  for  error  in  reli- 
^on,  or  for  viciousness  in  life'.** 

And,  O  what  skill,  what  diligence,  what 

1  Ordination  Service. 
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wisdom^  what  compassion^  what  a  tender  hearty 
what  a  well-balanced  presiding  mind;  above 
all^  what  ardent  love  to  the  great  Shepherd^ 
and  to  the  flock  for  his  sake^  doth  the  minister 
require  for  the  due  discharge  of  his  high  office ! 
It  is  true^  little  comparatively  can  be  done  at 
once  in  an  immensely  extensive  parish;  but 
something  may  be  attempted^  and  much  more 
may  he  accomplished,  by  wise  and  persevering 
efforts,  than  might  at  fii-st  be  expected.  God 
blesses  the  shepherd's  honest  diligence ;  whereas 
despair  is  the  enemy  of  all  exertion. 

The  catechizing  of  children,  the  encourage- 
ment of  schools,  the  preparing  of  the  young  for 
confirmation  and,  the  Lord's  supper,  the  visiting 
of  the  sick,  the  directing  and  consoling  of  the 
afflicted  in  conscience,  the  distribution  of  Bibles, 
prayer-books,,  and  religious  books  and  tracts ; 
the  increasing,  if  possible,  the  necessary  accom- 
modation for  public  worship  with  the  increase 
of  population ;  the  guarding  the  sanctity  of  the 
Sabbath ;  the  preventing  the  entrance  and  diffu- 
sion of  false  doctrine  and  heresy ;  the  preserving 
the  flock  in  the  unity  of  the  apostolical  re- 
formed church,  of  which  they  are  members; 
these  all  come  under  the  comprehensive  expres- 
sion. Taking  the  oversight  thereof;  and  all 
these,  as  subservient  to  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel,  by  which  only  they  can  be  made 
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efficient  and  salutary^  are  indispensably  obliga- 
tory on  the  minister  of  Christ. 

But  we  proceed  to  consider, 

II.  The  temper,  or  spirit^  of  the  Chris- 
tian SHEPHERD,  as  inculcatcd  by  the  Apostle  in 
the  text. 

For  the  manner  of  discharging  his  duties  is 
almost  as  important  as  the  duties  themselves. 

There  are  three  principal  faults,  which  mark 
a  bad  shepherd :  backwardness  or  reluctance  to 
his  work ;  sordid  love  of  gain ;  harshness  and 
tyranny.  In  order  to  be  a  good  shepherd,  he 
must  be  cheerful,  and  willing  in  his  office; 
heartily  devoted  to  the  real  interests  of  his  flock; 
gentle  and  compassionate  in  his  guidance  of 
them. 

Thus  the  Christian  shepherd  must,  in  the 
language  of  our  Apostle,  take  the  oversight  of 
the  Jlochy  not  hy  constraint^  hut  willingly  i  not 
forJUthy  lucre,  hut  of  a  ready  mind;  neitlier  as 
being  a  lord  over  God's  heritage,  but  being  an 
ensample  to  the  flock.  That  is,  he  must  be 
free  from  backwardness  of  mind,  from  the  love 
of  gain^  from  ambition ;  and  he  must  uniformly 
act  with  cheerfulness  in  his  work,  devotion  of 
hearty  humility. 

The  Christian  minister  is  not  to  be  reluctant 
and  backward  to  his  work;  led  by  constraint, 
contrary  to  the  bent  of  his  mind,    fie  is  not  to 
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look  on  his  daty  as  a  burdensome  task,  and  un- 
dertake it,  in  consequence  of  external  solicita- 
tions^ against  his  will.  He  must  not  shrink 
from  the  discharge  of  his  ofl&ce  from  folse  mo- 
desty, the  love  of  ease,  or  a  preference  for  some 
other  calling.  He  is  not  to  make  it  the  forlorn 
hope,  when  other  occupations  fail ;  driven  to  it 
by  necessity,  and  discharging  it  with  awkward- 
ness and  distaste.  He  is  not  to  confine  himself 
to  what  he  is  obliged  to  perform  by  the  letter  of 
the  law,  or  to  what,  if  omitted,  would  expose 
him  to  rebuke  from  his  superiors  in  the  church. 

A  shepherd  who  should  act  thus,  would 
infallibly  be  a  bad  shepherd,  would  neglect,  in 
a  thousand  important  circumstances^  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  his  flock^  and  would  on  the 
first  convenient  pretext  give  up  an  office  which 
he  misunderstood  and  disliked.  And  if  a  Chris- 
tian minister  thus  conducts  himself^  his  course 
of  duty  will  be  tame,  heartless,  indolent.  Such 
an  one  may  be  a  man  of  literature,  a  man  of 
science,  a  man  of  refined  taste,  a  man  of 
amiable  manners,  a  man  of  pleasant  and  agree- 
able conversation, — because  in  all  these  things 
he  has  a  willing  mind; — but  in  his  peculiar 
work,  in  the  cure  of  souls,  he  will  do  as  little  as 
he  can ;  he  will  be  .backward,  dull,  careless, 
inefficient. 

The  true  shepherd  acts  not  hy  constraint, 
hut  willingly ;  he  has  a  preference  for  his  holy 
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vocation;    he  considers  it   to  be  the  highest 
honour  to  be  permitted  to  instruct  and  guide 
the  souls  fw  which  Christ  died;    he   thanks 
Christ  Jesus  his  Lord  who  enabled  him,  for  that 
he  counted  him  faithful,  putting  him  into  the 
mimstry.    The  cure  of  souls  is  not  a  business 
to  which  he  is  driven,  but  a  choice  in  which  he 
delights;  he  is   not    forced  by  circumstances 
from  without,  but  led  by  principles  from  within; 
He  "  trusts  that  he  is  moved  to  it  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  ^''    Sense  of  obligation  to  divine  mercy, 
gratitude  for  redemption,  love  to  a  crucified 
Saviour,  views  of  the  infinite  value  of  souls, 
compassion  for  the  state  of  mankind,  impres- 
sions of  the  nearness  of  death   and  eternity, 
make  him  a  cheerful,  willing,  shepherd  of  his 
Master's  flock. 

But  the  second  part  of  the  minister's  temper 
is,  that  he  must  not  act  for  Jilthy  lucre,  but  of  a 
ready  mind.  For  a  man  may  be  willing,  in  a 
certain  sense,  to  undertake  this  office,  and  yet 
that  willingness  may  spring  from  a  base  and 
unworthy  source ;  he  may  have  his  eye  princi* 
pally  on  the  temporal  support  afforded  by  the 
state  to  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel.  He  may 
be  free  from  constraint,  as  to  outward  force ; 
and  yet  have  no  readiness,  no  promptness,  no 
devotion  of  heart  to  the  spiritual  work  of  the 
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ministry ;  he  may  be  nothing  else,  than  a  man 
peeking  sordid  gain  from  the  church  which  he 
disgraces  and  dishonours.  The  Judaizing  teach- 
ers in  the  primitive  church  tatsght  things  which 
they  ought  not,  for  JUthy  lucre's  sake,  supposing 
that  gain  was  godliness.  I  have  no  man  like- 
minded,  said  the  Apostle  Paul  to  the  PhilippianSi 
who  will  NATURALLY  coTC  far  xfour  state;  for  all 
seek  THEIR  ovm,  not  the  things  which  are  Jesus 
Chrisfs. 

Now,  even  an  earthly  shepherd,  if  he  have  no 
readiness,  no  alacrity,  no  warmth  of  heart  in 
his  work,  but  is  merely  led  by  the  lowest  and 
most  mercenaiy  motives,  is  incapable  of  all  the 
higher  ends  of  his  employ ;  he  seeth  the  wolf 
coming,  and  leaveth  the  sheep  and  fleeth,  and 
the  wolf  comet h  and  scattereth  the  sheep;  the 
hireling  fleeth,  because  he  is  an  hireling  and 
careth  not  for  the  sheep. 

In  fact,  in  every  generous  pui*suit,  covetous- 
ness  is  a  vice  which  incapacitates  for  all  the 
ardour,  the  elevation  of  mind,  the  zeal,  the 
effort,  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  on  which  any 
great  success  depends.  Avarice,  therefore,  like 
ingratitude,  is  odious  even  to  the  men  of  the 
world.  The  poet,  the  philosopher,  the  scholar, 
the  artist,  the  vrarrior,  the  statesman  is  raised, 
even  by  inferior  motives,  above  the  degrading 
love  of  gain. 

How  much  more,  then,  should  the  minister 
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of  Christy  who  teaches  a  heavenly  doctrine^  who 
preaches  that  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of 
all  evil;  which,  while  some  have  coveted  cftem, 
they  have  erred  from  the  faith  and  pierced 
themselves  through  with  many  sorrows;  who 
declares^  how  hardly  shall  they  who  have  riches, 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  who  calls 
men  to  set  their  (iffectians  on  things  dbove, 
and  not  on  things  on  the  earth ;  who  denounces^ 
that  covetousness  is  idolatry,  be  free  from  the 
suspicion  of  this  sordid  passion !  What  suc- 
cess can  he  expect  in  his  ministry^  who  comes 
down  from  his  pulpit  to  covet  the  mammon  of 
unrighteousness,  and  to  modify  his  doctrine  ac- 
cording to  his  worldly  interests  ? 

The  minister  of  Christ  may,  and  indeed^ 
must  take  some  care  of  his  own  house,  lest  he 
deny  the  faith  and  he  worse  than  an  infidel;  they 
that  preach  the  Gospel,  are  ordained  of  the  Lord 
to  live  of  the  Gospel ;  the  labourer  is  warily 
of  his  reward;  he  that  feedeth  a  flock,  eateth 
of  the  milk  of  the  flock.  But  there  is  a  wide 
distinction  between  the  moderate  and  entirely 
subordinate  dictates  of  Christian  prudence^  and 
the  being  greedy  offUthy  lucre;  for  well  may 
the  Apostle  call  the  base  vice  of  covetousness 
by  this  degrading  epithet — it  is  wmhy  lucre — 
ignoble^  dishonourable^  odious,  the  wages  of 
the  vilest  prostitution, — a  vice  which  not  only  ill 
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becomes  a  minister,  but  which  defiles,  pollutes, 
effaces  all  the  purity  and  dignity  of  his  office. 

For  the  true  minister  of  Christ  is  of  a 
ready  mind.  He  is  not  only  willing,  in  op- 
position to  constraint  from  without,  but  he  is 
devoted  with  all  his  heart  to  his  calling,  in 
opposition  to  covetousness  from  within.  He 
brings  a  spontaneous,  ready,  ardent  mind  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duty;  his  whole  soul  is 
in  it ;  the  ministry  is  his  passion ;  he  me- 
States  on  the  things  which  relate  to  ity  and 
oiVES  HIMSELF  WHOLLY  to  them.  Hc  is  like 
a  shepherd,  whose  affections  ai*e  bound  up  with 
his  flock,  and  who  seeks  their  good  with  a 
prompt  and  ready  zeal ;  who  thinks  nothing  of 
his  labour,  if  he  can  heal  their  maladies  and 
supply  their  wants ;  but  anticipates,  forecasts^ 
provides  for  them  to  his  power ^  and  even  beyond 
his  power;  as  Jacob  is  said  to  have  served 
seven  years  Jar  Rachel,  and  they  seemed  unto 
him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had  to  her. 
A  minister  of  Christ  can  thus  undeitake  labours, 
bear  difficulties,  return  good  for  evil,  support 
affronts,  make  sacrifices  of  ease  and  comfort, 
endure  prejudice,  reproach,  unkindness,  misre- 
presentation i  devise  expedients  for  enlarging 
his  means  of  usefulness,  spend  and  be  spent 
for  the  good  of  souls.  He  can  appeal  to  his 
people,  with  St.  Paul,  /  have  coveted  no  man^s 
silver,  nor  gold,  nor  apparel;  and  then  add,  as 
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to  the  difficulties  which  may  be  opposed  to  him^ 
What  meanye^  to  weep  and  to  break  my  heart; 
for  I  AM  BKABY,  fiot  onfy  to  he  boundy  hut  also 
to  die  for  the  name  of*  the  Lord  Jesus;  for  none 
of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my 
life  dear  unto  myself;  so  that  I  may  fnish  my 
course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I  have 
received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  Oospel 
of  the  grace  of  Ood. 

But  there  is  a  third  branch  oi  the  temper  of 
a  Christian  shepherd,  which  I  hasten  to  notice : 
Neither  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage,  hut 
being  ensamples  to  the  flock. 

For  there  may  be  a  willingness  in  opposition 
to  constraint^  there  may  be  a  certain  zeal  and 
eagerness  of  mind  in  opposition  to  the  mere 
love  of  money ;  and  yet  this  alacrity  may  spring 
from  ambition,  the  love  of  power,  the  desire 
after  external  influence  and  honour. 

O,  what  mischief  has  not  the  haughtiness 
and  false  dignity  of  ecclesiastics  done  to  the 
cause  of  Christianity!  The  frightful  tyranny 
and  oppression  of  the  Church  of  Rdme  springs 
from  this  one  source,  the  lording  it  over  Gods 
heritage. 

The  heavy  labours  of  unwilling  ministers^ 
have  confessedly  done  great  harm,  in  every  age^ 
to  the  church;  the  base,  though  concealed, 
covetousness  of  sordid  ministers  has  done 
more ;  but  the  haughty  spirit  of  domineering^ 
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ambitious  priests,  has  done  infinitely  the 
greatest  mischief  of  all.  /  wrote  unto  the 
church,  saith  the  beloved  disciple,  but  Dia- 
trephes,  who  loveth  to  have  the  pre-eminence 
among  them,  receiveth  us  not:  whereforcy  if  T 
come,  I  will  remember  his  deeds  which  he  doeth^ 
prating  against  us  with  malicious  words;  and 
not  content  therewith,  neither  doth  he  himself 
receive  the  brethren,  and  farbiddeth  them  that 
would^  and  casteth  them  out  of  the  church. 

Surely  if  there  be  any  thing  which  is  op- 
posed to  the  very  genius  of  Christianity,  it  is 
pride ;  if  there  be  any  thing  which  totally  dis* 
qualifies  a  minister  for  a  just  conception  of  the 
Gospel  he  is  to  preach,  it  is  ambition ;  if  there 
be  any  thing  which  steels  the  heart  of  his  people 
against  the  doctrine  he  delivers,  it  is  the  lust  of 
rule.  O  let  the  minister  of  the  lowly  Jesus,  if 
any  other  man,  be  contrite  in  spirit,  let  him  re- 
member, that  if  he  is  lifted  up  with  pride,  he 
will  fall  into  the  condemnation  of  the  devil ; 
let  him  call  to  mind  his  own  sinfulness,  his 
guilt  and  demerit,  the  errors  to  which  he  is 
prone,  the  obligations  he  owes  to  divine  mercy, 
the  weak  and  fallen  state  of  mankind,  the  folly 
and  absurdity  of  a  pardoned  rebel  lording  it 
over  those  whom  he  ought  to  pity,  and  conci- 
liate, and  save.  Especially,  in  the  delivery  of 
the  more  awful  parts  of  his  message,  and  in  the 
exerpise  of  that  due  authority  which  the  Lard 
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hath  given  for  edification  not  for  destructum, 
let  him  act  with  peculiar  tenderness  and  humi- 
lity. He  must  indeed  declare  the  whole  truth 
of  the  Gospel^  he  must  have  a  conscientious  re- 
gard to  Christian  discipline  in  the  churchy  he  may 
at  times  be  compelled  even  to  rebuke  offenders 
sharply,  that  they  may  he  sound  in  the  fonth; 
but  in  doing  this^  let  him  guards  above  all 
things,  against  his  own  spirit^  against  self-will^ 
against  intemperance  and  heat,  against  harsh- 
ness and  disdain.  Let  him  feel  and  act  with 
evident  psun  and  reluctance ;  and  let  him  rejoice 
in  confirming  again  his  love  to  those  who  have 
fallen.  Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the  Gen- 
tilesy  said  our  Saviour,  exercise  dominion  over 
them  J  and  they  that  are  grea4  exercise  authority 
upon  them;  hut  it  shall  not  be  so  among  you; 
hut  whosoever  will  be  great  among  you,  let  him 
be  your  minister,  and  whosoever  will  be  chirf 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  servant:  even  as  the 
Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but 
to  minister  and  to  give  his  lifo  a  ransom  for 
many. 

And  here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  Apo- 
stle doth  not  say.  Neither  as  being  lords  over 
the  flock;  but  neither  as  being  lords  over 
Goi/s  HERITAGE — thc  church  OF  GoD,  which 
he  hath  purchased  with  his  own  blood  —  the 
flock  which  he  claims  as  supreme  Lord,  which 
he  esteems  as  his  portion  and  peculiar  treasure, 
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over  which  he  only  has  domihion^  and  delegates 
to  his  ministers  merely  the  stewardship.  Not 
that  we  have  dominion  over  your  faith,  saith 
the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles^  but  are 
helpers  of  your  joy ;  for  hy  faith  ye  stand.  The 
office  of  the  ministry  is  not  a  tyranny,  but  an 
administration. 

It  is  to  be  noted  also^  that  St.  Peter,  in  the 
tei^t,  doth  not  oppose  to  ambition,  humility  by 
name,  but  an  universal  holiness,  which  includes 
that  as  well  as  every  other  grace.  To  constraint 
indeed  he  had  explicitly  opposed  willingness;  to 
filthy  lucre  readiness  of  mind ;  but  here  he  va- 
ries the  terms  of  the  contrast,  and  says,  iVet- 
ther  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage;  but 
being  ensamples  to  the  flock;  leaving  it, 
as  it  were^  to  every  one's  conscience  to  say, 
what  that  ambition  is  which  is  opposed  to  a 
holy  example — and  what  would  be  the  state  of 
the  church,  if  the  people  imitated  the  turbu- 
lence and  love  of  rule  which  he  condemns* 
Let  a  minister  only  remember  that  he  is  to  be 
the  ensample  to  the  flock,  and  he  will  soon 
learn  what  ought  to  be  his  own  spirit,  from  the 
temper  be  would  wish  to  see  in  their  conduct 
towards  himself  and  towards  each  other. 

This  is,  then,  the  last  and  most  important 

branch  of  the  Christian  shepherd's  spirit,  to  be 

an  ENSAMPLE  to  the  flock,  in  all  kindness,  in 

forbearance,  in  meekness,  in  humility,  in  pa- 
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tieDce^  in  long  suffering — as  one  who  is  indebt- 
ed to  the  same  mercy  as  they^  is  partaker  of  the 
same  infirmities^  has  need  of  the  same  forbear- 
ance and  compassion,  is  struggling  with  the 
same  enemies,  and  marching  through  the  same 
wilderness  to  the  same  heavenly  (^anaan.  The 
most  essential  quality  of  a  minister's  mind 
is  TENDERNESS;  just  as  in  the  shepherd  the 
very  fii-st  requisite  is  consideration  for  the 
feeble  nature  of  the  sheep,  whom  he  has  to 
conduct  in  all  gentleness  as  they  are  able  to  bear 
it,  and  to  whom  he  is  to  be  the  ensample  and 
guide  for  them  to  follow.  Like  the  divine  Sa- 
viour, he  must  feed  hisjloch  like  a  shepherd,  he 
must  gather  the  lambs  in  his  arms,  and  cany 
them  in  his  bosom,  and  gently  lead  those  that 
are  with  young. 

But  I  pause.  Perhaps  I  have  already  said 
too  much:  for  after  this  view,  however  im- 
perfect, of  the  duties  and  temper  of  the  Chris* 
tian  shepherd,  I  need  scarcely  assure  you,  my 
brethren,  that  it  is  with  unfeigned  diffidence  I 
have  entered  on  such  a  subject.  I  cannot  hope 
to  come  up,  even  by  a  distant  resemblance,  to 
this  lovely  pattern.  But  I  have  honestly  set 
before  you  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  scriptural 
doctrine  on  this  point,  in  order  the  more  forci- 
bly  to  bind  my  own  conscience  on  this  solemn 
occasion,  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  in  the  pre- 
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sence  of  you  the  flock  of  his  heritage,    fkla-  , 

cated  from  early  youth  in  the  strict  principles  of 
the  Church  of  England^  and  having  by  a  course 
of  theological  study  for  seven  and  twenty  years^ 
been  more  and  more  confirmed  in  my  attach* 
ment  to  the  doctrine  and  discipline  and  eccle- 
siastical platform  of  that  apostolical  churchy  I 
am  folly  convinced  that  nothing  is  wanting  to 
constitute  her  more  and  more,  and  in  the  full- 
est sense  of  the  term,  a  blessing  to  our  country, 
but  a  correspondent  conduct  and  temper  on  the 
part  of  her  clergy.    I  am  quite  persuaded  that 
we  want  no  changes  in  the  church ;  it  is  in  our- 
selves, who  minister  at  her  altar,  that  a  change, 
if  any,  is  required.    In  proportion  as  we  under-- 
stand  the  real  principles  and  spirit  of  our  mar- 
tyrs and  reformers,  and  imbibe  the  doctrines  of 
our  Articles,  Liturgy,  Homilies,  and  Ordination 
Services,  in  their  plain  unsophisticated  sense, 
shall  we  preach  effectually  the  real  Gospel  of 
Christ,  ensure  the  blessing  of  God  on  our  la- 
bours, fix  the  affections  of  our  parishes,  and 
save  souls.     I  hope  I  may  say  it  will  be  my 
prayer  and  desire  to  endeavour  to  act  thus.    I 
hope  I  shall  make  it  my  study  to  teach  Christian 
doctrine,  and  maintain  Christian  discipline  ac- 
cording to  the  pure  and  scriptural  formularies 
of  our  Church.    I  hope  it  will  be  my  first  ob- 
ject to  feed  you,  as  the  flock  of  God,   with 
the  sound  and  wholesome  nutriment  of  the  di- 
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^ne  word;  to  take  all  the  care  and  oversight  of 
you  which  the  circumstaaces  of  an  immense 
parish  will  allow ;  and  in  doing  this^  to  avoid 
reluctance^  covetousness^  ambition ;  and  to  act 
with  cheerfulness,  with  devotion  of  hearty  and, 
above  all,  with  unfeigned  humility. 

Nor  do  I  doubt  that  I  shall  be  supported  in 
my  feeble  efforts  by  the  constituted  authorities 
in  this  place,  by  the  chief  persons  of  weight  and 
consideration  in  its  different  quarters,  and  by  pa- 
rents and  heads  of  families  generally.  I  shall 
peculiarly  need  your  aid.  My  state  of  health 
will,  as  I  fear,  disqualify  me  for  some  months 
for  any  the  least  exertion.  Even  now  I  am 
acting  directly  contrary  to  the  injunctions  of 
my  physician.  But  if  I  were  ever  so  strong,  a 
minister  can  do  little  by  himself.  You  must 
help  me  in  your  families  and  respective  neigh- 
bourhoods, by  the  due  performance  of  Sdnnily  de- 
votion, by  a  conscientious  observance  of  the 
sabbath,  by  the  instruction  of  your  children  and 
servants,  by  maintaining  and  increasing  our 
schools,  by  concurring  in  all  reasonable  plans 
for  the  enlargement  of  our  accommodations  for 
public  worship,  by  discountenancing  vice  and 
immorality,  and  encouraging  piety  and  virtue,  in 
those  dependant  upon  you :  in  short,  by  becotft- 
ing  yourselves  truly  the  sheep  of  Christ  by  a 
lively  faith,  and  acting  as  such  in  every  part  of 
your  conduct. 
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This,  indeed,  is  the  high  end  of  our  ministry, 
to  bring  you  unto  Christ  the  good  shepherd,  and 
to  fioed  you  in  his  sacred  pastures.  This  will  be 
the  desire  of  my  heart,  that  eyery  soul  in  this 
vast  parish  may  return  to  the  fold,  and  enter  in 
and  be  saved.  This  will  be  the  chief  aim  of 
all  my  labours,  to  nourish  you  with  the  food 
that  endures  to  everlasting  life.  This  will  be 
the  sum  of  all  I  shall  preach,  the  Lord  Jesus^ 
that  great  shepherd  of  the  sheep^  who  was 
brought  agcanfrom  the  dead  hy  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant.  This  will  be  the  sum  of 
all  I  shall  proclaim,  that  exuberant  grace  of 
Christ  which  can  heal  all  the  maladies  of  the 
soul,  and  restore  it  to  pardon,  obedience  and 
peace.  This  will  be  the  sum  of  all  I  shall  in- 
culcate, that  holiness  without  which  no  man 
shall  see  the  Lord.  And  do  Thou  vouchsafe  to 
heuTy  O  thou  shepherd  of  Israel,  thou  that 
leadest  Joseph  like  a  flock;  do  Thou  shine  forth, 
thou  that  dwellest  between  the  cherubims !  do 
Thou  vouchsafe  unto  us,  both  shepherd  and 
flock,  such  a  measure  of  thy  grace  and  Holy 
Spirit,  that  we  may  all  be  gathered  into  thy 
fold,  and  follow  thy  ways ;  so  that  when  thou 
shalt  appear  again  at  the  last  solemn  judgment, 
we  may  be  partakers  of  thy  glory,  and  receive  a 
crown  of  glory  which  fadeth  not  away  I 
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SERMON, 


JOHN^    XXI.    15. 

Jestis  saith  unto  him,  Feed  my  Lambs. 

My  dear  Children^  you  are  now  come  to  the 
end  of  another  year  of  your  schooling;  and  be- 
fore we  distribute  the  books  which  you  are  se- 
verally to  have  as  rewards,  I  mean  to  talk  to 
you  about  religion.  But  I  shall  speak,  not  only 
to  the  children  of  my  own  school,  but  to  all 
other  children  before  me;  and  as  I  mean  to  be 
as  short  as  I  can,  I  hope  every  child  will  attend 
to  what  I  say.  I  shall  try  to  speak  in  so  plain 
a  manner,  that  the  youngest  child  here  may 
understand  me.  But  then  you  must  all  pray 
that  God  would  bless  what  I  say  to  you,  and 
make  you  good;  for  I  cannot  do  that:  1  can 
only  speak,  but  I  cannot  change  the  heart  of 
the  least  among  you;  only  the  Spirit  of  God 
can  do  that;  and  therefore  every  little  child 
should  pray  for  the  grace  of  that  blessed  Spirit. 
Now,  Children,  I  should  suppose  there  are 
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none  of  you  who  have  not  seen  a  flock  of  sheep, 
with  the  little  lambs  frisking  about,  and 
the  shepherd  watching  the  sheep  and  taking 
care  of  the  lambs.  Now  this  represents  Christ 
and  his  Church.  Christ  says  to  Peter  in  my 
text.  Feed  my  sheep;  feed  my  lambs;  by  whic& 
he  means.  Teach  sinners,  instruct  the  young. 

There  are  three  things  to  which  I  wish  you 
now  to  attend: 

I.  Jfisus  Christ  is  our  shepherd. 

II.  All  good  children  are  the  lambs  of 

HIS    FLOCK. 

III.  Jesus  Christ  feeds  the  lambs  of  his 

FLOCK. 

I.  Let  us  then  first  think  of  the  shepherd. 

Whenever  you  have  seen  a  flock  of  sheep, 
you  have  observed  a  man  with  them  who  is 
Qjilled  the  shepherd,  whose  business  it  is  to  take 
care  of  the  sheep,  to  give  them  food,  to  bring 
them  into  the  fold,  to  fetch  back  any  sheep  that 
may  wander,  to  lift  any  one  up  that  may  fall, 
and  to  help  the  weak  and  young  lambs.  Well, 
my  dear  children,  there  is  a  great  and  glorious 
Saviour,  who  is  the  Shepherd  of  the  Church, 
Jesus,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  who  was  bom 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  who  died  for  the  sake 
of  the  sheep;  that  is,  for  the  salvation  of  us 
sinners.    Though  he  was  the  Lord  of  Olory^ 
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be  took  our  nature,  and  was  born  in  so  low  a 
state  of  life,  that  his  mother  had  no  place  to  lay 
him  in  but  a  manger.  And  this  Shepherd  did 
for  us,  what  no  shepherd  ever  did  for  his  sheep, 
he  died  for  his  flock. 

'  Children,  did  you  ever  think  of  this  ?  Did 
you  ever  try  to  think  why  it  was  that  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  ?  Why  .he  suffered 
himself  to  be  treated  ill  by  men?  Did  you  ever 
think  why  he  let  the  Jews  put  a  crown  of  thorns 
upon  his  head,  and  the  soldier  take  a  spear  and 
thrust  it  into  his  side?  Did  you  ever  think  that 
all  this  was  because  the  sheep  had  wandered 
from  the  fold,  and  because  God  was  angry,  and 
because  the  sheep  must  all  have  been  lost  for 
ever,  if  the  shepherd  bad  not  died  for  them? 
Jesus  Christ  poured  out  his  blood  to  save  the 
sheep,  he  made  an  atonement — an  offering  of 
himself  to  God  for  them,  that  they  might  repent 
and  believe  and  go  to  Heaven. 

Jesus  Christ  is  frequently  called  the  shep- 
herd in  the  Bible.  The  Prophet  Isaiah  says  of 
him.  He  shall  feed  his  Jlock  like  a  shepherdy 
he  shall  gather  the  lambs  in  his  arms  and  carry 
them  in  his  hosom^  and  shall  gently  lead  those 
that  are  with  young  \  And  our  Lord  says  of 
himself,  I  am  the  good  shepherd^  the  good  shep- 
herd  giveth  his  life  for  the  sheep  *. 

*  Isaiah,  xl.  li.  *  John,  x.  11. 
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This  is  the  first  thing  I  have  to  talk  to  you 
of:  Jesus  Christ  is  our  shepherd. 
Let  us  now  go  on  to  consider^ 

II.  Who  are  the  lambs  of  Christ's  flock. 

My  dears^  all  good  children  are  the  lambs  6f 
Christ's  flock.  By  a  good  child^  I  meau  a 
child  who  is  turned  away  from  sin;  a  child 
whose  heart  is  changed  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  sorry  for  his  sins,  and  weeps  over  them, 
and  tries  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  tries  to 
love  God  and  do  his  duty.  Every  little  boy  or 
girl  who  does  this  is  a  lamb  of  Christ's  flock. 
He  was  before  like  other  children,  wandering 
from  Christ's  fold ;  but  now  he  is  brought  back 
to  it.  Remember,  children,  that  you  and  I 
were  by  nature  separated  from  God,  like  lambs 
going  away  from  the  shepherd.  The  Bible  says, 
jill  ti;e,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray;  we  have 
turned  every  one  to  his  own  way  ^.  Remember, 
too,  that  all  wicked  children  are  not  as  yet 
Christ's  lambs,  but  are  like  sheep  still  going 
astray  from  the  fold. 

Now  wicked  children  like  these  are  marked 
by  three  things. 

First,  A  wicked  child  is  one  who  tells  lies. 
Children  who  are  not  truly  become  lambs  of 
Christ,  are  too  apt  to  do  this.  I  do  not  mean 
merely  telling  direct  untruths,  which  you  know 
will  be  found  out,  but  concealing  what  you 
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have  done  amiss,  not  always  telling  the  whole 
trath. 

Secondly,  The  second  thing  that  marks  wick- 
ed children  is,  their  disobedience  to  their  parents. 
Every  child  that  is  not  truly  turned  to  Christ 
does  this.  Such  children  do  what  they  are  de- 
sired not  to  do;  and  when  their  parents  find 
foult  with  them,  then  they  are  sulky  and  dis- 
obedient. Now  I  fear  that  almost  all  the  chil- 
dren here,  if  they  put  their  hands  on  their 
heattis,  must  own  that  they  have  disobeyed  their 
parents.  Such  must  know  that  unless  they 
are  converted,  they  cannot  be  the  lambs  of 
Christ. 

Thirdly,  The  third  thing  that  marks  wicked 
children  is,  that  they  are  quarrelsome.  A  little 
boy,  who  is  not  a  lamb,  of  Christ's  flock,  quar- 
rels with  his  brothers,  or  sisters,  or  play- 
mates; he  always  takes  the  largest  share  of  any 
thing  that  is  given  between  them ;  he  is  cross 
and  selfish :  and  if  he  is  a  big  child,  he  beats 
the  younger  ones.  Now  I  am  afraid  that  almost 
every  child  here,  if  he  asks  his  own  heart,  must 
own  that  be  has  done  these  three  things. 

Bat  there  is  another  tUag  that  wick«d  chil- 
dren do,  but  it  is  so  bad  that  I  hardly  like  to 
mention  it ;  and  yet  I  most  mention  it«  lest  any 
Kttk  chikl  here  should  be  goilty  of  it.  What 
I  mean  is,  speaking  bad  words,  swearing,  and 
taking  God  and  Christ's  name«  in  vain.    This 

VOL.   II.  I 
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18  a  very,  very  wicked  thing ;  but  I  am  afrud 
many  little  children^  who  would  not  be  allowed 
to  do  it  in  school,  do  it  when  nobody  hears 
them.  I  have  been  very  much  shocked,  as  I 
walked  along  the  public  streets,  to  hear  very 
bad  words  from  little  boys  not  above  eight  or 
nine  years  old :  so  early  do  they  learn  to  sin. 

But  when  the  grace  of  God  begins  to  soften 
the  h^rt  of  a  little  boy  or  girl,  and  the  child 
feels  what  a  sinner  he  has  been,  and  thinks 
within  himself,  I  must  die  and  be  laid  in  tke 
church-yard,  and  the  worms  must  feed  on  my 
body,  and  if  I  have  not  loved  Jesus  Christ,  I 
must  go  to  hell;  when  a  little  child  feels  his 
sins  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  and  begins  to 
pray,  it  is  the  first  sign  of  one  who  is  becoming 
a  lamb  of  Christ's  flock.  I  hope  there  is  net 
a  child  here  who  does  not  say  his  prayers ;  but, 
my  dear  children,  there  is  a  great  diflferaHce 
between  saying  your  prayers  and  praying.  But 
when  a  little  child  begins  to  turn  to  God  and  to 
feel  his  sins,  then  he  begins  .raally  to  pray -to 
God  from  his  heart,  and  to  beg  of  <9od  to 
pardon  his  sins  for  Christ's  sake,  and  be  tries 
to  leave  off  every  thing  nau^y/  and  to  love 
God  and  obey  his  commandments,  and  govera 
his  tempers^  and  he  seeks  God's  grace  to  do  tius 
•--such  a  child  is  a  lamb  of  Christ's  flock,  a 
lamb  belonging  to  the  great  and  good  stepberd 
Jesus  Christ.  Such  a  little  child  v^as  ottce 
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perhaps  too  mudi  like  a  Hon,  4>r  a  b«ar,  ^  your 
hfmm  tell  you: 

^<  Let  do0t  delight  Co  bark  aod.  bke» 

I!or  Qod  dtth  <Dade  tbem  so ; 
liet  bears  and  lions  ^rowl  and  fight, 

For  'tis  their  nature  too." 

So  you  see  that  all  children  with  bad  tempers^ 
vAh}  quarrel  and  fight,  are  like  these  fierce  ani- 
mals ;  but  this  little  child  whom  I  have  described 
IS  uow  grown  like  a  lamb,  because  God's  graee 
•has  ebknged  his  heart. 

Now,  you  know  that  of  all  aiuimals,  lambs 
are  the  gentlest,  they  are  the  picture  of  In- 
nocence; it  Is  impossible  to  look  At  a  fiock 
of  sheep  and  not  be  struck  with  the  mSdness 
afrd  innocence  of  the  little  lambs,  sporting  and 
frisking  about  !n  the  fields  beside  their  mothers. 
Such,  my  dear  childi-en,  would  you  be,  if  you 
b^;an  to  be  good,  if  you  tried  to  love  God, 
and  to  pray,  and  to  beg  forgiveness  for  your 
riiis,  and  to  thiuk  why  it  was  that  Christ  died, 
and  how  you  ought  to  love  him  and  dbey  him. 
O!  tliiBk  what  a  delight  it  would  he  to  your 
pttreflts  to  have  suefa  children,  to  have  chHdreii 
wlio4>eg$B  to  serve  God,  and  whom  they  hope 
#68116 '^Ohrist  loves  as  he  loves  the  laSmhsof  his 
cNm  floiik. 

3ut  perhaps  this  child  who  is  seeking  God 
wtff'be  very  weak,  and  he  may  feefl  how  weak 
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he  18^  and  tremble^  lest,  after  all,  he  should  not 
be  really  a  lamb  of  Cbrisfs  flock.  But  remem- 
ber, a  lamb  is  of  course  young  and  tender;  it 
is  not  grown  up ;  and  however  weak  it  may  be, 
Christ  ivill  take  care  of  it,  for  he  says  to  his 
servants,  Feed  my  lambs,  as  well  as  Feed  my 


Therefore,  if  I  knew  who  was  the  weakest 
child  in  this  church;  if  I  could  read  ti.e  heait 
of  any  little  boy  or  g^rl  that  was  desiring  to 
serve  God,  and  yet  felt  his  weakness^  and  was 
like  a  young  lamb  shivering  in  the  cold^  I  would 
say  to  that  particular  child,  that  Jesus  Christ 
died  for  his  lambs,  and  that,  weak  as  he  is^  he 
shall  be  strong  in  the  grace  and  power  of  his 
shepherd,  the  eternal  Son  of  God. 

This  is  now  the  second  thing  I  had  to  show 
you;  that  every  good  child  is  a  lamb  of  Chrisfs 
fold. 

I  shall  now  consider, 

III.  What  is  the  food  that  Christ  provides 
for  his  lambs. 

For  you  know  the  lambs  in  a  flock  must  be 
fed  every  day  or  they  will  die.  So  Chris^t's 
lambs  must  be  fed  every  day;  and  Jesus  sidd  to 
Peter,  Feed  my  lambs.  Now,  what  is  meant  by 
the  food  with  which  Christ's  lambs  are  to  be 
fed? 

The  food  Jesus  speaks  of  is,  the  instrucHan 
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which  is  to  be  given  to  children,  to  carry  on 
what  is  good  Id  their  hearts.  It  is  not  food  for 
the  body,  like  that  food  which  the  earthly  shep- 
herd provides  for  his  flock,  in  green  pastures  and 
by  still  waters;  but  it  is  food  for  the  soal.  And 
what  is  this?  It  is,  in  the  first  places  the  Bible. 
Children  must  read  God's  word,  and  in  that 
book  there  is  a  great  deal  of  food  for  the  lambs. 
There  the  child  learns  how  God  made  the 
heavens  and  the  earth:  how  Satan  tempted  Eve 
to  eat  the  forbidden  fruit,  by  which  Adam  and 
£ve  fell  from  God  and  lost  his  holy  image,  and 
how  God  turned  them  out  of  the  delightful  gar- 
den of  Eden^  where  he  had  put  them  to  live; 
and  then  what  a  wicked  son  Adam  and  Eve 
had,  named  Cain,  who  killed  his  brother  AbeL 
Now  this  is  food  for  the  lambs.  This  is  what 
they  can  understand,  and  what  will  do  them 
good. 

It  is  true  there  is  much  in  the  Bible  which 
they  cannot  understand  (for  there  are  many 
things  which  grown  up  persons  cannot  under- 
stand) ;  but  there  is  also  much  that  a  very  little 
child  may  understand.  He  can  understand 
about  Noab,  about  the  world  being  so  wicked 
that  God  drowned  every  person  in  it,  except 
Noah  and  his  fomily,  whom  he  saved  in  the  ark; 
he  can  understand  about  Abraham  being  com- 
manded by  God  to  offer  up  his  only  son  Isaac 
as  a  sacrifice  to  God ;  he  can  understand  about 
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Joseph  beiag  hotdd  and  sold  by  lus  l)ftetliveii; 
lie  cm  underBtaiid  about  Mooes  bebg  put  irilo 
a  cradle  of  bukrusbes  and  exposed  ori  tbe  waters, 
and  bring  found  by  the  daogbler  of  Pharaoh;  the 
bnig  of  Egypty  and  taken  care  of  and  faraB^ 
op  by  her:  and  then  when  Moses  is  grawa  to 
be  a  mai^  he  refuses  t0  be  called  the  sob  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter^  because  he  efitteened  the 
veproach  of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  tieb^ 
snres  of  Egypt.    Oi  will  the  child  say,  that 
I  might  be  like  Moses,  and  leave  thet  world  and 
try  to  love  Jesus  Christ  better  than  any  thing 
that  the  world  can  oflTer  dk.    And  then  the 
child  goes  on  to  read  about  Job,  who  was  the 
most  patient  man,  and  bow  he  lay  upon  a  ddi^* 
hill;  and  about  David  bdng  taken  from  the 
care  of  a  ftock  of  sheep  and  made  a  great  king, 
and  about  Solomon  and  Isaiah  and  Jeremiaki, 
and  all  the  prophets.    And  then  the  little  boy 
or  girl  rtods  of  Jesus  Christ  being  boto  of  a 
vii^pn,  and  how  the  babe  was  laid  in  a  mangw, 
and  how  wieked  Herod  wanted  to  kill  him,^  aad 
murdered  all  the  children  of  two  years  old  in 
hopes  to  kill  Christ;  and  then,  at  last,  the  child 
comes  to  hear  what  the  Saviour  suflfered,  and 
that  be  was  nailed  to  a  cross,  and  died  to  save 
his  sheep  and  lambs.    1  have  seen  a  child  of 
jiot  more  than  four  years  old,  sitting  upon  its 
parent's  knee  and  listening  to  the  stories  Out  of 
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tbe  Biblty  tiH^  ito  ay«  strewaed  witb  te^irs ;  so 
affiactiDg  and  wonderful  is  tUe  word  of  God. 
^Boty  seoondly,  there  ia  other  food  for, the 
lambs,  besides  t)m  which  is  the  prindpal  food. 
Tboie  is  ike  imiructiim  of  your  p($rents  and 
m:hoolnuBsters  0nd  9iijfA?eftie^  aud  ^  the  ladies 
mul  gentkmm  who  teach  in  diff&rent  schools. 
Now,  what  is  all  thia,  but  Christ  feeidiag  his 
laaib»?  These  teachers  take  the  wf  rd  of  God 
and  break  it  into  small  portions,  that  tbe  child 
may  undenitaDd  it  and  remember  it,  just  as  the 
shepherd  leads  the  lambs  to  the  best  places  of 
the  pastures,  because  they  are  tender  and  heed- 
less, and  cannot  find  £3od  for  themselves. 

Then,  thirdly,  there  is  the  public,  prajfers  and 
ftteachmg  of  God's  word  on  a  Sunday.  Every 
day  the  lambs  are  to  be  fed,  but  Sunday  is  more 
particularly  the  day  for  feeding  them.  On  Sun- 
day tbe  good  child  will  look  out  the  lessons 
before  he  comes  to  church,  and  will  try  to 
follow  the  minister  as  he  reads  them,  and  will 
try  to  understand  the  prayers  of  the  church. 
And  when  the  sermon  is  preached,  he  will  tiy 
to  remember  the  text  and  some  particulars  of 
the  sermon. 

And,  last  of  all,  when  these  lambs  are  grown 
up,  they  are  brought  to  the  table  of  the  Lord: 
at  this  sacrament  there  is  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ  prepared  for  Christ's  flock  to  feed  them 
and  nourish  them  to  everlasting  life. 
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Thm  I  liave  Aomn  you  three  things.  Ftist, 
who  is  the  Shepherd  of  the  flock ;  Seeoadlyv 
who  are  the  lambs  of  the  flock;  and,  Thirdty, 
what  food  is  prepared  for  them. 

Now,  I  think,  there  are  three  sorts  of  obtt* 
dren  in  this  chnrch  to-day;  and  I  would  say  a 
word  to  each  of  them,  in  applying  what  I  haw 
already  been  talking  aboat. 

First,  I  would  speak  to  those  who  ore  al- 
ready Chri^^s  lambs;  and  to  them  I  would  nf^ 
obey  and  love  your  shepherd  Jesus  Christi 
pray  to  htm  to  give  you  more  and  more  of  his 
grace  in  your  hearts,  that  yon  may  daily  know 
him  more  and  serve  him  better.  Avoid  the 
company  of  wicked  children.  If  there  is  a  boy 
or  girl  in  the  school  who  is  wicked,  who  teUs 
Hes,  who  is  quan*elsome,  and  uses  bad  words, 
avoid  him  J  pass  ^%ot  by  Aim,  avoid  him,  and  turn 
away.  All  who  would  be  lambs  of  Christ's  flock, 
must  keep  away  from  children  who  neglect 
Christ  and  their  souls.  You  must  expect  too,  if 
you  are  a  lamb  of  Christ^s  flock,  that  naughty 
children  will  sometimes  laugh  at  you;  if  there 
is  a  very  good  boy  in  a  school  he  will  be  sure 
almost  to  be  laughed  at  and  called  by  some 
names  of  reproach  r-  this  may  seem  strange,  but 
I  speak  from  my  own  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion that  this  is  often  the  case.  Now  though  the 
laughter  and  jeer  of  a  child  would  be  nothing 
to  a  man,  it  is  very  hard  for  a  child  to  bear; 
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and  thenfore  I  would  tell  good  childm  to  be 
frepand  for  this,  that  they  may  fly^  like  laailM^ 
to  the  shqiherd  to  protect  them  and  to  teach 
them  to  bear  it,  that  they  may  not  be  ashamed 
of  Christ,  and  be  led  away  from  him. 

But,  secondly,  there  may  be  some  here, 
who,  tbonfh  they  have  not  hitherto  been  the 
lambs  of  Christ's  flock,  yet  are  desiring  to  be^ 
eome  so.  To  these  I  would  speak  a  word.  Is 
tihere  any  little  child  bef(M«  me  who  has  this 
thought  in  his  heart?— O!  that  I  was  one  of  the 
lambs  of  Chrwfs  flock;  I  shoald  like  to  be 
good  and  belong  to  Jesns  Christ ;  I  know  I 
most  die,  and  unless  I  am  a  lamb  of  Christ  be* 
fore  J  die,  I  must  go  to  hell*— but  I  have  triid 
to  be  good,  and  I  find  I  cannot  be  so— I  find 
such  a  dislike  in  my  heart  to  being  so  good. 
Now,  my  dear  child,  this  is  just  what  I  told 
yon  l)efore,  that  you  have  by  nature  a  hard, 
widced,  nanghty  heart,  which  must  be  softraed 
and  changed  by .  the  Spirit  of  God ;  but  every 
child  who  desires  to  be  a  lamb  of  Christ's  flock, 
and  prays  to  Christ,  to  every  such  child  Christ 
will  give  a  new  heart.  Therefore,  if  any  little 
child  desires  to  be  a  true  follower  of  Christ,  let 
him  go  home  from  church  to-day  and  fell  on  his 
Icnees  and  pray  that  Jesus  Christ  will  g^ve  him 
another  heart,  and  will  teach  him  how  to  be 
good,  and  Mrill  make  him  a  real  Christian,  and 
teach  him  how  to  do  his  duty;  and  then  let 
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Tbkdly.  But^  theni^a  thitd  lort  of  chiUrm 
tamhcmlvawttspaki  and  that  ia,  ibxmt^wko 
hme  never  thougbi  at  all  about  ChriMt.  AiUttle 
boy  or  giii  may  coae  to  dhnrch  averySaad&yin 
a  year,  and  yet  neter  tbisk  about  leKgiopi  a 
ehUd  may  baye  yeiry  good  pacents,  and  bran 
very  well  taogbt  by  them;  aad  yet  may  never 
have  bad  one  serious  thoogbt  about  Chriet  lihto 
all  cbiMien  by  nature,  be  may  be  oidy  fond  of 
play  and  not  fond  of  his  B&>le>  terer  thiaking 
about  bis  soal,  or  of  that  dreadful  hdl  into 
wUdi  all  wicked  people  will  foil  when  they  diev 
Alas!  I  know  too  wdl  wlmt  childrett  atfe.  I 
have  seen  somethii^  of  tiiem,  and  know  in  my 
own  case  that  the  Bible  says  traly,  ff^e  gooMrajf 
from  the  womb  and  speak  &i8»  I  wiQ  tell  yone 
story  whiob  I  read  many  years  ago.  A  flock^of 
sheep  were  going  over  a  narrow  bridge^  to  each 
side  of  which  there  was  only  a  very  low  wall  to 
ketp  persons  from  foiling  into  the  watei^*  A 
foolish  sheep  jumped  open  the  top  of  this  wall^ 
and  the  top  being  slippery^  it  fell  over  into  the 
water  and  was  carried  down  the  stream ;  and 
then  all  the  rest  of  the  sheep^  as  soon  as  they 
got  upon  the  bridge,  jumped  up  upon  the  low 
wall,  afker  the  example  of  tbose  who  went  be^ 
fore,  and  not  knowing  what  had  become  of 
them ;  and  thus  one  after  another  tbqr  fell  in. 
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dud'tfae  n^holr A0ck  wanU  tem^bem  dilMMied^ 
bad  not  iHm  ahqpherd  come  mp  audi  atepfttd 
tfewi.  Noir^  if  his  is  Ibe  way  of>  siraers:  thegr 
fM€(W4}m  after  another  ioaeMneef  ab  antdk 
tMtj,  wittioat  heariiig  the  voice  of  cotiseienoe^ 
OT  tUiA»9  of  ii4ia*  k  become  of  these  who 
went  befiMre  them;  and  thus  they  are;  canied 
away>'  and  perish^  Mgr  dear  childrao>  I  entreal 
youaottolwlikefheBeslUjrsbeepi  Rema«iher„ 
Ifcat  a  ^oked  child  will  grow  op  to  be  a  wiekfid 
many  abd  a  irieked  man  mil  make  a  hardineA 
man^  and  a  hardened  tasMt,  if  ha  does  not  :v^ 
pent^  will  go  to  hell  when  he  dies.  Begin  then 
to-day  to  remember  that  yon  have  souls  as  well 
as  others^  and  now^  while  it  is  called  to-day^ 
harden  not  yonr  hearts.  Remember^  that  a 
time  is  coming  when  our  glorious  shepherd 
shall  appear  sitting  upon  his  throne  of  judg- 
ment ;  then  all  nations  shall  be  gathered  before 
him^  and  he  shall  separate  them,  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  the  sheep  from  the  goats;  and  he  shall 
put  the  sheep  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  goats 
on  his  left.  Remember,  children,  that  if  yon 
would  be  placed  on  Chrisfs  right  hand  then^ 
you  must  begin  to  seek  him  now.  If  you 
would  be  a  sheep  then,  you  must  be  a  lamb 
now.  O !  that  all  children  who  hear  me  (par- 
ticularly those  who  usually  attend  this  Chapel) 
might  be  of  the  number  of  those  who  shall 
stand  at  the  right  hand  of  Christ  on  that  day! 
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And  DOW  I'bave'  done.  I  hope  every  clfild 
will  try  to  recollect  what  I  have  said;  bat  re- 
member, yoii  mast  not  bdly'reooUect  what  yoa 
bear,  bat  mast  yee/f^  in  your  hearts^  if  it  is  to  do 
any  good.  To  remember  the  sermon  is  a  good 
thing,  to  be  able  to  give  some  accoant  of  the 
sermon  is  a  good  thing;  bat  yoa  must  pray  to 
God,  that  yoa  may  not  only  carry  away  the  ser* 
mon  in  yoar  heads,  htitjeel  it  in  your  hearts  by 
his  grace,  and  tbas  yoa  may  all  become  indeed 
the  lambs  of  Christ,  the  great  shepherd,  here, 
and  be  nnmbered  with  his  sheep  hereafter. 
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SERMON, 


PROVERBS^   VIII.  32. 


Now,  therefore  J  hearJcen  vnio  me,  Oye  Children^ 
for  blessed  are  they  that  keep  my  ways. 

Mt  dear  children^  I  am  now  to  speak  to  you 
about  <God  and  religion;  and  I  will  try  to  be 
as  plain  as  I  can,  «o  tbat  a  child  of  three  or 
four  years  old  may  know  what  I  mean.  The 
text  I  bare  read  was -spoken  by  Jesus  Christy 
who  in  this  chapter  is  called  Wisdom ;  46r  lie  is 
the  Wisdom  *of  God.  Therefore  you  must  tft* 
tend  to  what  Jesus  Cbris^  says ;  and  if  you  do 
this,  you  will  be  happy. 

There  are  two  thkigs  which  I  shall  talk  to 
you  about.    I  will  show  you^ 

L  What  TT  is  that  Jbsub  Citrist  says  to 

CHILDRBN. 

II.   What  ts  thb  bussbbnbss   of  thosb 

CHIIiimBN  who  RBARKRlf  TO  HIM. 
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We  will^  then,  f  t8t  oonnder  Jesos  Christ  as 
speaking  to  childun. 

Now  all  the  great  things  taught  you  in  the 
Bible,  of  the  way  of  being  saved  and  going  to 
heaven,  may  be  considered  as  spoken  to  yon 
by  Jesus  Christ.  I  will  mention  a  few  par- 
ticulars. 

1.  Hearken,  then,  my  children,  to  what 
Jesus  Christ  says,  when  he  bids  you  to 
be  serious. 

By  being  serious  I  mean  being  in  earnest, 
and  attentive  to  the  things  of  God  and  salva- 
tion. There  is  no  harm  in  your  bdng  gay  and 
cheerful.  It  quite  gives  me  pleasure  to  see 
children  happy  and  playing  about  at  their  Uttle 
sports.  But  then,  my  dear  children,  you  must 
be  serious  at  proper  times.  You  must  be  willing 
to  learn  the  way  to  heaven.  You  must  not 
trifle  and  jest  with  reli^^on;  but  take  pains 
about  it.  A  good  child  will  be  as  earnest  to 
learn  the  will  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  a  sick  man  is 
to  know  the  will  of  his  doctor  or  physldan.  - 

2.  Hearken  to  what  Jesus  Christ  tells  you 
of  the  value  of  your  souls. 

For  you  have  souls  as  well  as  bodies.  The 
soul  is  that  which  thinks  and  understands. 
When  the  body  dies  and  is  eaten  by  worms,  the 
soul  will  go  back  to  God  and  be  judged ;  and 
then  live  for  ever  in  heaven  or  in  hell.  The 
body  ift  only  like  the  scaffolding  of  a  building. 
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01^  thdse  boards  and  poles  and  ladders'  which 
yoa  see  put  up  about  a  house  while  the  work-^ 
med  are  building  it,  and  which  are  taken  down 
when  the  house  is  done ;  but  the  soul  is  like  the 
house  Itself.  Your  souls  are  of  such  great  value, 
that  Jesns  Christ  himself  came  down,  from 
heaven  and  died  upon  the  cross  in  order  to  save 
them  from  everlasting  death.  Be  noty  then, 
like  the  horse  or  the  mule  which  have  no  souls^ 
and  thei^fore  no  understanding;  but  attend  to 
what  the  Bible  teaclieth  you  o(  the  value  and 
worth  of  your  sotils. 

3.  Hearken,  O  my  children,  to  what  Jesus 
Christ  speaks  to  you  about  yaar  sins. 

Whatever  is  wrong  and  against  God*s  conK 
tnand  is  a  sm.  Now  sin  is  a  most  dreadful 
thing.  It  is  like  a  fever  or  plague  which  catches 
"all  it  'Comes  near  to.  And  yet  you  are  sinners. 
The  youngest  child  in  church  is  a  sinner,  and 
guilty  before  God.  Every  sin  you  commit  is 
like  a  debt  yon  owe  to  God.  •  fivery  wicked 
work,  every  widced  thought,  and  every  wicked 
desire,  is  put  down  in  God*s  book  against  yon. 
An  t>ad  passions,  such  as  envy,  discontent, 
malice,  hatred,  are  sins'Y^d  so  are  quarrelling, 
ditolbedience,  sulkiness,^  selfishness:  all  these 
things  are  sins  against  God.  And  you  have  been 
^bteaking  God**  laws  every  day  of  your  lives. 
You  five  in  a  siiifiil  world.  You  were  horn  in 
sin  J  and  skapen  in  iniquity.    There  is  not  one 
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child  before  me  but  knows  he  has  often  done 
things  which  were  wrong.  Hearken,  then,  O  ye 
children,  to  Jesus  Christ,  telling  you  about  your 
sins.  'Be  sorry  for  them.  CSonfess  them  in  your 
prayers  before  God.  Feel  the  guilt  of  them.  Do 
not  try  to  hide  your  sins,  as  Adam  and  Bve  hid 
themselves  among  the  trees  of  the  garden;  but 
acknowledge  all  you  have  done  amiss,  and  pray 
to  God  to  forgive  you. 

For  Jesus  Christ  tells  you  in  the  Bible, 
4.  Of  his  mfferings  and  death  upon  the 
cross  for  such  sinners  as  you* 

Jesus  Christ  died  for  you^  H^  is  t^e  lamb  of 
God  which  shed  his  blood  for.  your  salvation. 
Think,  my  childiren,  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Son 
of  God.  Think  how  the  cruel  soldiers  niMled 
him  to  the  cross,  and  theu  (pQcked  him.  Now 
Jesus  Christ  died  that  be.  migh|:  save  you  from 
God's  wrath  and  etemaJL  death.'  He  died  in  yoqr 
place  and  st^d.  He  suffered  > what  you  de*- 
served  to  sufibr.  His  merits  arc;  Jike  a  robe  or 
garment,  which  must  be  put  upgn  you  to  cpvQr 
and  hide  your  guilt,;  And  every  child  that  is 
truly  sorry  for  his  sips,  and  pr^ys  to  God  jn  1^ 
name  of  Jesus  Chrisit,  wilt  be  forgiven^  This  is 
faith.  By  fiEiith  I  mean  a  chilcl'^, putting  his  tru^t 
in  the  merits  ^f  Jesus  C^rifit.  It  is  just  like 
Noah,  who  was  w^amed  by  Qo4  of  the  floods  a«4 
so,  being  moved  with  fear»  prepared  an  ark;raiid 
being  shut  in  the  ark>  he. and  his  &mily  weve 
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saved  when  tha  deluge  of  waters  droime^  the 
world.  So  s,  Jittle  child  who  comest  to  Christ 
and  believes  oa  him,  will  be  put,  as  it  were,  in 
the  ark,  and  will  be  saved  when  .the  flood  of 
God*8  wrath  comes  upon  the  world  of  the  tin* 
godly.  Now, >. therefore,  hearken  . unto  Jesud 
Christ,  O  ye  children.  He  speaks  to  you  with 
all  gentleness  and  love.  He  calls  you  to  him^ 
self.  Come  to  him,  and  pcay  for  pardon.  Say 
to  him  in  your  prayers,  ^  O  Lord  Jesus,  than 
didst  die  upon  the  cross  to  save  sinners ;  save  my 
soul;  teach  me.. how  to  trust  in  thee;  give  me 
grace  to  believe  Jn  thee  for  pardon,,  and  make 
me  a  good  chilflJ  , 

6«  You  must  .listen  to.  what.  Jesus  Christ 
says«  when  he. promises  to  give  you  Ms 
Holy  Spirit  to  changi^.  yom  hearts.  . , 
For,  my  dear  .jchildren,  you,  cannot  be  good 
of  yourselves^  You.  cannot  be  serious  of  your-- 
selves.  You  cannot  think  of  the  value  of  your 
souls,  and  be  sorry  for  yduc  sins^  and  pi)t  youti 
trust  in  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  yourselves. 
Yoa  ought  to  do  aU  fhb:  but  you  are  so  un- 
willing and  so  weak  and  so  sinful  ttot  you  can 
never  do  it  by  your  own  power. ,  Our  hearts  are 
like  the  ground  in  the  winter  when  th^reJs  a 
hard  frast;  they.ace  quite, bard  and  caiUMitbA 
flieved.  And  therefore  jthe  Bible  Bays^  onr 
htnits  are  hearts  of  stone. .  But  Jesus  Cljribit 
ntk  change  our.  hetrta  :and.make  them  n^w.  Aft 
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the  ground  is  softened  by  the  gentle  showers  of 
rain  in  spring;  so  the  heart  of  a  little  child  is 
made  soft  by  the  grace  of  €kMl.  And  Jesns 
Christ  has  promised  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
that  ask  him.  And  when  a  child  prays  to  Jesas 
Christ  to  give  him  his  Holy  Spirit,  such  a  child 
will  soon  begin  to  feel  his  sins,  and  understand 
the  way  to  heaven,  and  love  what  is  good.  God 
will  open  the  child^s  eyes  and  teach  him,  and 
give  him  to  see  his  sinfulness,  and  to  turn  from 
the  wicked  world,  and  to  become  holy  and  pious. 
And  this  is  a  great  encouragement  to  you,  my 
dear  children,  to  seek  after  God.  His  grace 
will  help  you  and  hold  you  upj  just  as  a  nurse 
holds  up  a  little  infant  when  it  first  b^ns  to  go 
alone.  And  if  you  say  you  do  not  know  how  to 
pray  for  this  blessing,  use  such  words  as  these, 
'  O  Lord  Jesus,  be  pleased  to  give  me  thy  g'race^ 
take  away  my  naughty  heart,  make  me  a  good 
child,  put  into  my  heart  good  desires — ^make  my 
heart  quite  new,  that  I  may  love  thee,  and  serve 
thee  for  ever  !* 

6.  Once  more,  hearken  unto  Jesus  Christ, 

O  ye  children,  when  he  tells  you  what 

are  the  duties  you  are  to  do. 
A  good  child  will  be  known  by  his  good  be- 
haviour. Now  there  are  three  things  which  I 
wish  every  child  to  remember.  The  first  is,  to 
obey  his  parents;  the  second  is,  to  keep  holy 
the  SahhaHt  day;  the  third  \%,  always^to  speak 
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the  truth.    The  rain  of  young  people  very  often 
begins  I^  breaking  these  three  commands  of 
God.    On  the,  other  hand^  I   never  knew  any 
instance  of  a  child  turning  out  bad^  who  kept 
them.    For  he  who  honours  his  father  and  mo- 
tiiw;  and  who  makes  a  conscience  of  keeping 
holy  the  Lord's  day;  and  who  always  tdls  the 
truth,  is  almost  sure  to  be  a  good  child  in  other 
respects.     These  are  the  signs  and  marks,  of 
God's  grace.    Whereas,  when. a  boy  grows  up 
to  despise  his  parents  and  to  disobey  their  com- 
mands, he  is  just  like  the  Prodigal  Son  in  the 
parable.    He  goes  on  from  one  bad  thing  to 
another.    He  first  throws  off  his  father's  autho- 
rity; then  he  uses  God's  holy  day  for  the  very' 
worst  purposes,  that  is,  for  serving  the  devil; 
and  thirdly,  he  tells  lies  to  cloke  his  shame. 
Thus  he  becomes  idle,  false,  and  wicked ;  he 
next  gets  into  bad  company ;  and  at  last  comes 
to  ruin.    Now,  then,  hearken  unto  wisdom,  O 
ye  children,  and  follow  not  the  paths  of  the 
wieked.    The  good  child  tries  to  obey  his  pa- 
rents and  teachers,  and  to  love  them  too;  for 
love  makes  it  an  easy  thing  to  obey.    The  good 
child  is  glad  when  Sunday  comes,  and  he  at- 
tends to  the  prayers  at  Church,  and  reads  the 
lessons  after  the  Minister,  and  listens  all  he  can 
to  the  sermon.    And  he  never  plays  or  loiters 
about  on  a  Sunday;  but  he  is  serious  and  in 
earnest.    And  when  he  is  at  home,  he  prays  to 
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Jems  Christ  to  hkm  what  be  baa  lewiied  «t 
Cliurch.  The  good  child^  aiao^  never  teUs  M 
untrotb  ;*  if  be  bas  done  wropg^  be  does  not 
deny  it  or  make  excuses  for  it^  bat  speaks  the 
truth  oiat,  and  tries  to  amend  it.  An  open 
honest. temper  is  a  great  thing.  A  sly  boy  gene- 
rally turns  out  a  wicked  boy.  I  often  remember 
two  lines  of  an  old  poet : 

**  Dare  to  be  true;  nothing  can  need  a  lie; 
Tlie  ftult  that  needs  it  most  jgroirs  two  thereby." 

7.  But  lastly^  bearlfen,    O  my  cbildran, 

to  Jesus  Christ  whe^  be  tells  you^  to  keep 

and  hold  fast  cUl  these  things  wbicb  I 

have  been  speaking  about. 

He  says  in  the  text.  Blessed  are  thejf  th«t 

keep  my-  ways.    You  must  ccmtinue  in  tbe^e 

things.    You  must  go  on.    It  is  one  thing  to 

set  out  in  ttie  way  to  heaven^  and  another  tp 

^Id  out.    Tbei*efore  take  fast  hold  of  Jmtruc- 

tion;  let  her  not  gOy  keep  heryfor  she  is  thj/ 

Ufe.    For  children  are  Ught  and  foolish  and 

apt  to  change;  and  so  are  men  and  womemr-- 

bpt  children  are  roost  of  all  so.    Therefore  you 

must  pray  to  God  to  have  these  things  fixed  in 

your  hearts:  so  that  whenever  you  may  be  in 

danger  of  doing  wrong,  you  may  keep  Gpd*s 

ways.    Boys  at  school  are  in  great  temptation 

very  often.    Perhaps  there  are<me  or  two  bad 

boys  in  the  scboql.    These  bad  boys  hate  every 
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thing  f^^gimmy  and  laugh  at  thote  who  are  con- 
idetitioas  and  good;  and  though  they  are  art- 
ful enough  to  behave  well  when  under  the  eye 
of  their  master,  yet  amongst  their  schoolfellows 
they  use  bad  words  and  endourage  every  thing 
that  is  wicked,  and  do  all  they  can  to  make  the 
rest  as  naughty  as  themscAves.  Now,  my  dear 
cbHdren,  I  beg  of  you  to  avoid  the  company  of 
such  lidys.  Never  mind  their  l&ughing  at  you. 
God's  favour  and  your  parents*  favour  &r  out- 
weigb  any  thing  a  wicked  boy  may  say.  And 
Vhere  are'ti^O  things  whibh  will  help  all  Httle 
'boys  and  girls  at  school  to  do  what  is  right. 
The  one  is,  dkiays  say  your  prayers  mghi  and 
mom^  in  a  serious  and  devout  mauner.  And 
not  mily  say  the  formis  of  prayer  you  have  been 
tauglit,  but  also  add  to  them  short  prayers  of 
your  own,  confessing  any  particulai*  sins  you 
may  have  done,  and  begging  God  to  pardon 
you,  and  help  you  for  the  time  to  come.  The 
other  thing  is,  to  read  some  portion  of  the  BMe 
every  day^f  it  is  only  a  few  verses,  a  parable, 
or  a  psalm.  The  custom  oi  doing  this  will  be  a 
blessing  to  you  all  through  life. 

Thus,  my  dear  children,  I  have  gone  through 
the  first  head  of  my  discourse,  and  have  shown 
you  what  it  is  that  Jesus  Christ  says  to  chil- 
dren. 

I  comie  now  to  talk  to  vou, 
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U.  .Qf  the  bl^asedness  qv  bapp^M  ^f  ikme    ^ 
c|iik|ren  who  hearken  to  what  Jons 
Christ  8ay8« 

Jq9US  ChrUt  declares  la  my  text^  Bhmi 
are  thegf  that  keqf  my  wa^s.  Thia  oieans  that 
such  childreo  shall  be  happy  both  io  tMs  world 
aqd  in  the  neat.    Now  I  will  show  how  this  la. 

fli'Sty  A  gfHid  child  will  be  hajqty'  in  kim^. 

No  children  are  really  comfortable  l>ttt;  thqw 
who  are  good.  A  wicked  boy  may  seem  to  be 
happy  for  a  time  in  having. his  own  way  and 
doiag  as  lie  likes;  but  he  soon  makes  himadf 
wretched.  For  wicked  passions  are  their  own 
punishment.  Pride,  envy,  self-will,  discontwt^ 
anger,  malice,  are  sure  to  cause  unb^pioeflp^r^ 
they  are  like  we)^  pf  muddy  water,  and  all  jth^ 
streams  that.riin  from  them  are  wudjdy  tM.  A 
child  may  as  well  talk  oi  bping  easy  when  he  is 
bound  in  iron  x^hains,  as  of  being  happy,  whm 
he  is  tied  and  hound  with  the  chain  of  his  £JM. 
Wicked  children  are  never  quiet  or  satisfied. 
First  they  want  one  thing,  and  then  another. 
They  are  like  the  waves  of  the  sea  tossed  about 
by  the  wind. 

Secondly,  Good  children  at*e  ha[^y,  because 
they    make    their  parents    and  JrieKi4f 

Nothing  rejoices  a  parentis  iieart  like. the 
good  conduct  of  a  child.     The  kind  mother 
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watohea  oyw  her  little  boj;  and  whfw  the  child 
behaves  wdl,  and  listeos  to  what  she  tells  hiin^ 
and  makes  a  conscieace  of  feapng  God^  and 
loves  to  hqar  of  Jesos  Christ,  and  is  seriouus 
when  he  says  his  prayer^  then  her  heart  is  glad, 
and  she  bl«BS(e^  Qqd  for  giving  her  such  a  gpod 
child.  Bat  whe9  children  go  on  amiss  and  are 
wicked  and  nndntifiil,  then  the  father  and  mo- 
ther's heart  is  fill!  of  grief.  Only  think  how 
Abraham  rejoiced  Jn  his  good  son  Isaac,  and 
^aoob.in  his  pipus  apd  kiiid  son  Josppfa,.and 
Haimah  w  her.  bay  Samad.  Think  filso  what 
a  joy  yono^  /|1mothy  mnsli  have  hecft  to  his 
mother.Eunice  and  his.gr^dmother  Lois.  And 
who  caa  tell  how  the  mother  of  Moses  mnst 
have  been  g}ad  .when  s^  found  her  little  \hv 
t^ken  oat  of  the  ark  of  bulrushes  by  Pharaoh's 
dsopi^ter,  and  5frhen  she  saw  him  afterwacdf 
glow  up  to  be  the,deli]7erer  of  Israel.  Now,  my 
dear  dtMklren,  if  y^u  love  your  parents  and  wish 
to  ma)^  them,  happy,  be  good  and  serve  God, 
and  this  will  oiake  you  happy  a^o. 

Thirdly,  If  you  do  so,  you  will,  have  tfye 
hlesdng  tjf  God  upon  you. 
Jesus  Christ  tells  you  in  the  text^  Blessed 
are  th^  that  keep  my,  ways.  And  truly  snclf 
children  will  have  God's ,  blessing.  He  has 
said,  /  Ume  them  that  love  me,  and  those  that 
s^fk  me  earfy  shaft  Jmd  me;  and  He  will  fulfil 
bis  proioi^e.     H^  will  love  them.     He  will  bear 
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their  prayert;  He  will  give  them  att  things  thiit 
aire  good  for  them.  He  wilt  teach  them  his 
'win^  aild  lead' -them  ttt  the^  paths  of  righteoas- 
nesfif  for  hiis  iiam^s  sake.  JMe  wiXL  bless  thetfi 
with  peace  of  conscience..  He  will  make  even 
sickness  and  troiriMe  a  benefit  to  them.  And 
we  are  sure  that  he  whom  Ood  blesses^  wiH 
be  blessed. 

Fourthly^  Such  cbildivnalso  will  he hafpy 

^  hi  alUheir  Jnhtre  life. 
*  Ufe  is  a  long  andilangeroas  .jonmey;  bat  a 
good  chiid'hcts  Jesus  Christ  for  his  guidb  all  the 
way.  Those  who  b^n  life  by  foariiig  God 
and' serving  him^  wUl  go  on  with  life  under  his 
Care;  %arly  piety  is  likely  to  be  eminent  piety. 
A  little  boy  that  |^ws  up -in  true  religion^  wHl 
be'sulmiissive  and  teachable,  -dil^nt  and  foitii^ 
jftol  tind  'upright;  and  therefore/ whilst  wicked 
ehildrMi  can  never  be  truM^ed,-  he  wiH  haVt 
every  one^tf  ^ood-^will.  If  he  is  a  servant,  he 
iHU  gmn  the  esteem  of  ^hiff  i  masters.  If  he  ift 
in  trade,  he  WiO  be  honest  in  all  his  dealings. 
And  iti  whatever  stittion  he  may  be,  he  will 
fear  God,  honotfr  tlie\  King,  obey  the  laws  of 
his  countiy,'  behave  himself  humbly  and  reve* 
rentlyto  all  his  betters,  and  bring  up  his  iandly 
after  bitn  in  the  saine  blessed  ways.  Thus,  my 
dear  children,  as  tbe^  farmer  sows  his  com  la 
the  seed-time,  and  then  in  due  season  reaps  his 
harvest  according  to  what  he  has  sown,  so  you 
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IMto of <thM w  aftar«foi.  &mv  th«i«l9M»  ny 
dew  Mkinmilo  ike  S^iit^iimA '»,  te  gowl 
aM  iMily,  land  fiveivadsr  Ae  gudwiQe  ef  QwI'b 
himotd  apiritt-  and  yoa<  shanthaTe  a  b«|^]r 
tuuTOBt  «t-4aot    yaw  «*«tf  ^>Mit'  Spbrii  regp^fe 

>     jPliMily^  Bor'iboae  who  keep  CbriatVways 

-     V?  .ahaU  bo  blessed^   btcauae   tbey   ^^ 

•e^oip^:  merbMing.  dea$h^  jtmd  ke  koffff 

u  >  Ail  the  otherr  thiagt  I  bavtc  iMid  am  notUif 
ooinparaduwith  this?  ;  Bor  whor  can  toll  wk0L 
Ml  awfid  Iking  it  is.tOf  bo.eafl^aitfay  from  CM? 
Wha  can  aireotfaiak  pf  lbe;black  pit  afiky 
Mraction  Iwilikmit  sbtiddetiilg  ?  .  It  is  said  bi 
tha-Bibki  to  ibei  a  Irte  V^;^e  amd  hrimt^om. 
OA-tte  Mbepr^b;^  jbow.Mppy^wiUU  be  fiH*  :^ 
to  be  <good,  and  goito  hea^ea.  whea  yoa  dief 
Whati'^ichild  rcaa  think '  of )  beiag  with  vtona 
Obti8t4br<ever,»andtiot<wi8b  torbe  tbwe?.  Hp«ir 
bbmed  oMst  be  the  atata^af  perfect  bappinen  ia 
the  prtaenoe  e£  Gdd^  and  vith  all  the  hqly 
an|^  «iii  heavra^  NoW)  the  oaly  way^  Mi 
neApe  fkom^heH,  «ad  to  befitted  finr  h«aVeil»  le 
by^aerving^Godsi.Thei'littleJiahUd  that  praya.to 
J«eo8^€hriet^  and  fetoa  fli%  and  piita  hie  tslMt 
Ml  the^^merilB  of-Ghiiaty  and^begB  of  God  to 
make  iiirav  good  ^  his  Spirit,  will  be  a  heir  of 
heaven.    Such  a  child's  sins  will  be  forgiven. 
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and  Ms  heart  will  te  dumged.  and  made,  holy; 
and  wheoever  he  dies  he  wiU  be  carried  by  anfgA 
ittto  Aferaham'e  botom.  Whereat^  bad  chU* 
dren'  grow  «p  in  mi  and  oaiBdiief;  they  make 
God  angry  with  them;  they  serve  Satan^  tbiit 
>  wibked  and ^  fallen  spirit;  thq^  never  pmy.ta 
God;  they  never  think  of  their Savifwr;  thof 
never  beg  of  God  to  make  them  holy  and  good. 
Thus,  even  in  this  world,  they  are  under  God*s 
wrath;  and  they  often  shorten-  their  days  by 
their  sins,  and  die  before  llieir  time.  It  was 
only  a  few  months  ago  that  two  little  boys  in 
these  scho^  were  playing  on  a  Sunday,  in- 
stead of  coming  strai^t  to  church;  and^h^ 
got  up  upon  a  scaflbld^  and  one  of  them  feU 
down  and  fractured  his  skiill,  and  died.  Ami 
we  read  in  Scriptiire,  that  when  some  wicked 
children  mocked,  at  the  good  prophet  EUsba, 
there  came  forth  two  she. bears  out  of  the 
wood,  and  tare  forty  and  two  children  of 
them.  And  this  is  not  the  worst;  for  widced 
boys  and  girls,  H,  they  die  such,  perish  ever« 
lastingly.  God  is  not  to  be  trifled  vntb.  He 
has  said.  The  wicked  shall  be  fontetf  tato  Aetf, 
and  all  the  natioM  thai  forget  Ood.  Hearken, 
then.,  O  ye  children,  to  what  Jesus  Christ  says; 
Blessed  are  lAesf,  and  only  they,  thai  keep  my 
fBoffs:  for  whoso  findeth  me,  findeth  Ufe^  amd 
shaU  oUamfoMur  of  the  LdMrd:  hat  he  that 
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neth n^mnst mey  unrangethMsownsmU;  aUihat 
haie  me,  love  death. 

Thos  I  have  talked  to  you  in  the  simptatt 
way  of  the  two  things  I  intended ;  firsts  of 
what  it  18  JesoB  Christ  says  to  children;  and^ 
secondly,  of  the  blessedness  of  those  who 
heariien  to  him. 

I  will  now,  before  I  end,  speak  to  you  a  few 
words  more :  first,  as  children  in  age ;  second- 
ly, as  children  in  understanding;  thirdly,  as 
children  in  grace. 

1.  M  children  in  age. — ^You  are  most  of  you 
very  young,  and  perhaps  you  may  think  it  is 
too  soon  to  think  of  religion.  But  remember, 
that  Jesus  Christ  encouraged  such  chUdreu  as 
you,  and  said.  Suffer  little  children  to  come  tmlo 
me,  and  forhid  them  not ;  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  cf  Ood.  And  he  took  them  up  in.  his 
arms,  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  and  blessed 
them.  However  j^ung  and  healthy  you  may 
be,  ]^u  may  die,  and  die^sote.  No  child  is  too 
young  to  begin  to  serve  Jestis  Christ.  Little 
Samuel  was  quite  a  child  when  his  mother 
brought  him  up  to  Eli,  and  presented  him  be- 
fore God.  And  our  blessed  *  Savionr,  when  he 
was  only  twelve  years  of  age,  was  found  in  the 
temple,  ^hearing  the  teachers  and  doctors  who 
«it  there,  and  aAing  them  questions.  A/bur, 
then,    hearken  unto  Jeems  Christ,    O^e  ohil- 
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dren  of  four  and  five  years  old — for  Uessed^are 
thorns  who  h^giwia  their  earliest  years  «to  Jceep 

II.  Bnt  I  woald  speak  to  you  as  cbildren^iH 
understanding.— For  many  of  yon  may  not  be 
able  to  make  ont '  the  roeiUiing  of  aH  I  have 
been  saying.  Yoctr^i  minds  bave  not  foltoimd 
me.  Your  at^tioo  has  been  wearied.  Now  I 
do  not  wish  to  tire  you ;  but  let  me  ask  you*  a 
question  or  two.  If  you  cannot  understand  all 
I  bave  said,  (caniyou:  understand  that  Jesns 
Christ  died  to  save  sinners? '  GaniyvM /under- 
stand that  yoa  must  .be  made  good  ohildren  be- 
fore you  can  go  to  lieaven?  Can  you  under- 
stand, that  all'> wickedness  makes.  God*  angry 
with  you  ?  Can  you  understand  that  yon  must 
read  your  Bibles^'  st^jr^your  prayers,  leaver  off 
what  is  rinfol^^  and>  take  care 'Magahist  being 
drawn  into  temptatioa  ?  Now  something  of  this 
you  may  easily  make  out.  1  You  cantunderstand 
the  little  histories  of  Scripture,  ^  and » our  Sa- 
viour^s  piirabld. '  Aiid^if  yml  follow  God>8  w€ll 
so  ftur  as  you  kiaeiv^it,^  your  path  shall)  be  418  tUe 
shining  light  *  «f '•  tiM  siw, '  w4iioh«  mhinethi  moce 
and  more  unto  Xb»  Ml  imid-^My.'*  The  groat 
tbtbg  is  to  be^^lH«ig.*t.]ftliewiisiawiHr{there 
Is  &  way.  And'  whed  cMUhpennMallyr^sh  to 
serve  J^s  ehriiH,'tiif^  criii^^iidAratahd, quite 
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enough  to  be  put  into  the  way  to  heavea ;  and 
as  they  grow  up,  they  shall  know,  more  and 
more  of  every  thing  really  good  for  thep9„r . 

IIL  I  would  speak  to  you  as  children  in 
grace. — For  it  is  the  grace  of  God  which  alone 
can  help  you  to  do 'all  I  have  been  saying  to 
you.  And  every  one  who  really  desires  God*s 
blessed  Spirit  to  change  his  heart,  and  who 
prays  to  him  for  it,  is  a  child  of  grace.  Such 
an  one  shall  grow  in  wisdom  as  well  as  in  sta- 
ture. The  grace  of  God  is  like  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed,  which  is  the  least  of  all  seeds,  but 
when  it  groweth,  it  is  the  greatest  of  herbs. 
Do  not  then  be  discouraged,  my  dear  children, 
at  your  weakness,  and  the  little  progress  you 
make.  Go  on  in  sei-ving  Christ  Jesus,  and  you 
shall  get  stronger  and  stronger.  I  would  com- 
fort and  encourage  every  child  before  me  who 
is  seeking  6od*s  favour,  though  only  faintly. 
If  there  are  any  good  desires  after  Jesus 
Christ  in  your  heart,  follow  those  desires,  and 
pray  for  more  of  them.  Children  in  the  grace 
of  God  are  like  young  trees  planted  in  a  gar- 
den. At  first,  young  trees  are  weak  and 
sickly;  but  by  degrees  they  get  stronger,  their 
roots  become  fixed  in  the  ground,  the  trunk  is 
covered  with  bark,  the  branches  spread  around 
and  are  covered  with  leaves,  and  they  can 
stand  against  the  most  violent  storms.    Thus 
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you  are  now  yooog  aod  tender  in  religion^  but 
you  shall  grow  stronger  by  little  and.  little. 
Your  knowledge,  and  foitfa,  and  love,  and  obe^ 
dience,  shall  be  increased  and  confirmed;  and 
in  hearkening  to  Christ^s  word  yon  shall  have 
snch  a  solid  blessedness  ^ven  you,  as  to  carry 
you  through  life,  and  make  you  a  conqueror 
over  death,  and  bring  you  in  holy  triumph  to 
heaven. 
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SERMON, 


Exodus^  ii.  5  and  6. 

jind  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  came  down  to 
wash  herself  at  the  river;  and  her  maidens 
walked  along  hjf  the  river  side;  and  when  she 
saw  the  ark  among  the  flags j  she  sent  her 
maid  to  fetch  it.  And  when  she  had  opened  it, 
she  saw  the  child;  atid  behold  the  babe  wept. 
And  she  had  compassion  on  him,  and  said, 
this  is  one  of  the  Hebrews^  childrenm 

IVTy  dear  cbildren^  another  year  has  passed, 
and  I  am  now  to  talk  to  you  again  about  reli- 
gion«  I  preach  to  the  old ;  but  I  talk  to  the 
young ;  and  the  subject  I  have  chosen  is  the 
life  of  Moses.  You  can  all  understand  this.  A 
child  of  four  years  old  has  heard  of  Moses,  and 
his  being  hid  in  the  ark  of  bulrushes.  If  the 
least  child  in  church  will  look  at  me,  I  will 
try  to  speak  so  plain  that  he  may  understand 
me.    And  1  pray  God  to  open  all  your  hearts, 
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that  you  may  hereafter  become  like  this  great 
and  good  man. 
I  will  make  some  remarks : 

I.  On  the  Birth  of  Mosbs. 

II.  His  choosing  the  ways  op  God  when  he 
was  come  to  years. 

III.  His  meekness. 

IV.  His  earnest  prayers  to  God. 

V.  His  faith  in  the  promised  Messiah  or 
Saviour. 

I.  I  make  some  remarks  on  the  birth  of 
Moses. 

He  was  born  in  Egypt,  at  the  time  when 
King  Pharaoh  had  ordered  all  the  little  He- 
brew children,  that  were  males,  to  be  cast  into 
the  river.  His  parents,  however,  seeing  he  was 
a  goodly  child,  hy  faith  hid  him  three  months. 
When  they  could  conceal  him  no  longer,  they 
took  an  ark  of  bulrushes^  and  daubed  it  with 
slime  and  with  pitchy  and  put  the  child  therein^ 
and  laid  it  in  the  flags  hy  the  rivers  brinh  Soon 
after  the  daughter  of  Phamoh  came  down  to  the 
river,  and  seeing  the  ark  among  the  flags,  sent 
her  maid  to  fetch  it.  She  opened  it  and  found 
the  babe  within,  which  was  weeping;  as  well  it 
might  in  such  a  case.  The  heart  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter  was  touched  with  pity,  and  the 
child's  mother  was  called  at  her  command,  and 
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nursed  it  for  her ;  and  the  child  grew,  and  wal^ 
brought  up  as  the  son  of  PharaolCs  daughter. 

•  See^  nfy  children/ how  wonderful  was  the 
providence  of  God  in  taking  care  of  little 
Moses.  If  the  child  had  not  been  placed  among 
the  flags  just  at  the  time  and  just  in  the  place 
where  he  w&s,  Pharaoh's  daughter  would  not 
ba<re  seed  him.  If  the  babe  had  not  wept^  per- 
hapSy  she  would  not  have  had  compassion  on 
him*  If  the  child's  mother  had  not  been  ready 
at  hand  to  nurse  him^  he  might  not  have  had 
the  necessary  care  bestowed  on  him.  But  now> 
all  these  things  meeting  together,  the  babe  is 
preserved,  and  becomes  at  last  a  good  and 
great  man;  yea,  the  deliverer  of  his  nation. 

How  remarkable  was  the  care  of  God's 
providence  over  this  child;  and  has  not  the  same 
Providence  been  careful  over  you,  my  chil- 
dren? Though  you  have  not  been  placed  in 
the  same  circumstances  as  Moses,  and  God*s 
providence  has  not  been  shown  towards  you  in 
the  extraordinary  way  it  was  to  him,  yet  it  was 
the  same  goodness  of  God  that  took  care  of 
your  birth— it  was  God's  goodness  that  caused 
you  to  be  born,  not  under  a  cruel  heathen  king 
like  Pharaoh,  but  in  a  Christian  country — ^it 
was  God's  goodness  that  gave  you  kind  and 
tender  parents — it  was  God's  goodness  that  pre- 
served you  during  your  infancy.  Perhaps  some 
pf  you  have  been  saved  from  great  dangers— 
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dangers  as  great  as  those  of  little  Moses^ 
though  of  a  different  kind ;  some  of  you,  per- 
haps, have  met  with  dreadful  accidents,  or 
have  fallen  into  bad  sicknesses,  and  it  was  God 
who  kept  you  from  dying.  Observe  also,  chil- 
dren, that  God  notices  in  the  text  that  Moses 
wept— Behold,  the  babe  wept ;  an  infant's  tears 
are  marked  by  God  your  heavenly  Father.  He 
knows  all  your  little  troubles,  and  dangers,  and 
wants.  He  feeds  the  young  ravens  when  they 
cry.  You  remember  the  hymn  in  wMch  you 
thank  God  for  being  born  a  happy  English 
child 


f 


**  I  was  not  born  a  little  slave. 

To  labour  in  the  sun. 
And  wish  I  were  but  in  the  grave. 

And  all  my  labour  done. 

**  I  was  not  bom  without  a  home. 

Or  in  some  broken  shed, 
A  gipsy  baby,  taught  to  roam. 

And  steal  my  daily  bread." 

Then  follows  the  verse  which  I  wish  you 
paiticularly  to  feel. 

<'  My  Ood,  I  thank  thee,  who  has  plann*d 
A  better  lot  for  me. 
And  placed  me  in  this  happy  land. 
Where  I  may  hear  of  th^,** 

Here  I  close  my  first  remark.    Observe  the 

«  The  Ne^o  Child, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M0SB8  AN   EXAMPLB  TO  CHIU>RBN^        1S| 

kipd  provideiice  of  God,  wlwQh  hfts  b^^  mec 
you  eyer  since  you  were  borq. ,  Aad  Mbe  fiyrst 
piEBCTipN  I  woiiljl  give  you  is^  b^.t^a|}^ul  to 
God  for  his  goodness.  O,  my  fflfildreit,  bow 
fhcMild  you  love  God,  who  hf»  b<$ep.  s^  kind  to 
ypu  j  If  you  love.your  parents  for  a]I  thdr  ten* 
4^ni|sss  to  yp9,  bow  much  more  :4hould:yoQ 
lo^e  (^(i  yi^ij^  h^Ayei^ly  ;Father  I 

IL  That  Moses  c^ose  the  ways  of  God, 
vrhi^  he  W9S  90iQe  to  years. 

We  read,  in  the  elevept^  ch^-pter  of  tbQ 
l^pistle  to  .the  HebrewSy  th^t  by  faith- Moses, 
whim,  fie^was^cmi^  toy eatSy  refused  to  be  called 
the  son  tf  PharaoKs  daughter ;  choosing  rather 
to  sffffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  fSifdi  than 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin /or  a  season;  esteem^ 
itfg  thf  regfoach  of  Christ  greqi^fr  riches  than 
the  treasures  in  Egypt.  Yer.  $^4,  25,  ^. .  Thtt9 
looses  c^ose  the  way^  of  God.  Qe  wa^  .deter- 
mined. He  did  pot.stopat  any  diffiqubies.  Hq 
refused  all  the  great  and  fine  things  of  K,ing 
Pbaraoh*8  CQurt;  I^e  chpse  ^  state  of  suffering 
with  the  oppressed  Isracjlitiies,  the  peqple  of 
God,  r^tl^pr  l^an  the  sinful  pleasurea,  of  t^ 
Egyptians^  and  he  thought  he  should  be  licbctr 
i^  bea^ng  contempt  and  reproach  for  Christ^ 
8ak|^  than  if^  heaping  up  treasures  of  ipoi^ey  ip 
^lis  j(prjld. .  y^|s  is  ^ry  striking.    Mo^fis  j^  ^u 
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example  to  all  young  pieople.  May  ybu^  my 
dear  bhildren^  follow  this  example.  Begin  to 
love  and  serve  God.  You  are  come  to  years 
enough  to  know  who  made  you,  and  who  re- 
deemed jovL,  and  who  is  to  sanctify  you.  You 
are  come  to  years  enough  to  know  what  a  dread* 
ful  thing  it  is  to  sin  against  God.  You  are 
come  to  years  enough  to  know^  that'  yott  must 
choose  the  ways  of  religion^  if  you  would  please 
God^  and  go  to  heaven  when  you  die.  Follow, 
then,  my  children^  the  conduct  of  Moses.  If 
you  find  difficulties  ih  doing  this,  conquer 
them^  as  Moses  did.  You  cannot  be  in  such 
great  dangei-s  as  he  was.  Be  in  earnest,  and 
you  shall,  by  God*s  grace,  be  able  to  overcome 
them. 

And  in  order  to  this,    mind    these  three 
things : 

1.  Seek  not  for  the  great  things  of  this 
world.  Love  not  honour,  and  praise,  and  show, 
and  dress,  and  ^^  the  pomps  and  vanities**  of 
life — ^for  Moses  reused  to  be  called  the  son  tf 
PharcboKs  daughter. 

2.  Prefer  suflfering  to  sin.  It  is  better  to 
bear  any  pain  or  trouble  than  to  oflfend  God. 
Moses  chase  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the 
people  of  Ood,  than  to  eryoy  the  pleasures  of 
sin  for  a  season.  Sin  has  indeed  some  &\ae 
and  momentary  pleasures,  which  decdve  wick- 
ed children  and  blind  them  to  their  destruction! 
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The  ways  of  God,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
some  difficulties  which  frighten  many  from  them. 
But  the  pleasures  of  sin  are  poisonous  and 
deadly;  whilst  the  troubles  of  religion  are  soon 
over.  Sinful  pleasures  leave  a  child  wretched 
for  ever;  whereas  the  service  of  God,  though 
it  has  some  difficulties  at  first,  yet  soon  becomes 
pleasant  and  delightful,  and  ends  in  eternal  lifei 
You  may  have  seen  the  truth  of  this  in  your- 
selves, my  dear  children.  If  you  give  way  to 
passimi,  or  do  any  thing  wrong,  there  may  be  a 
momentary  pleasure  in  indulging  your  bad  dis- 
positions, but  soon  pain  and  remorse  and  misery 
follow ;  whereas  if  you  resist  your  wicked  tem- 
pers, how  pleasant  it  is  afterwards ! 

3.  The  third  thing  is,  Do  not  mind  the  re- 
proach and  ridicule  which  may  be  cast  on  you 
by  wicked  children.  Think  it  your  honour  to  be 
despised  for  Christ's  sake.  If  God  is  pleased 
with  you,,  mind  not  who  is  displeased.  A  child 
in  a  school  may  be  laughed  at  for  being  consci- 
entious, saying  its  prayers  devoutly,  reading  its 
Bible,  and  not  playing  on  Sunday — but  let  that 
child  be  encouraged  by  the  (example  of  Moses, 
who  esteemed  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater 
riches  than  the  treasures  in  Egypt. 

Here  I  end  my  second  remark:  choose  the 
ways  of  God,  as  you  come  to  years.  And  in 
order  to  this,  the  second  dirbction  I  would 
^ve  you  is,  pray  to  God  to  change  your  hearts. 
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Yoa  catonot  dobll I  Imve  been  speaking  fibont 
of  yourselves^  God  must  make  yonr  hearts  neiw 
by  bis  grape  and  Holy  Spirits  There  is  nata- 
rally  a  heart  ^  stone  in  every  one  of  tia— a 
heart  qmtie  hard  and  unfeeUng.  God  can  take 
away  that  heart  of  stone  and  give  yon  q  heart  qf 
fiesh — a  heart  that  weeps  for  do,  and  chooses 
the  ways  of  God,  and  loves  Jesus  Christp 

I  remark, 

IIL  The  MEEKNESS  of  Moses. 

In  your  little  books  the  question  is  asked. 
Who  was  the  meekest  man?  and  the  answer 
is,  Moseis.  And  so  he  was.  After  he  had  chosen 
God's  ways,  he  was  remarkable  for  many  other 
graces;  but  most  of  all  for  this.  The  Bible  says 
ci  him,  The  man  Moses  was  very  m^eky  abwf 
atf  the  men  npm  the  faoe  of  the  earth;  he  had 
the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  ifi 
the  sight  qf  God  is  qf  great  price*  He  w{)S  a 
bumble,  modest.  Jowly  man,  bearing  injuries 
with  patience^  returning  good  for  evil,  forglvf  qg 
those  who  offended  him,  and  cautions  not  to 
q)eak  hastily  and  rashly.  He  was  a  may^  of 
an  excellent  spirit.  .And  yet  Moses  had  eveiy 
thing  to  tempt  him  to  pdde  and  self-eoACei^t. 
And  these  very  things  set  forth  his  meeknei^. 

Fifst,  He  was  brought  lip  in  a  oqurt  wher^ 
every  tMng  had  a  tendewoy  to  stir  up  his  pridf^; 
yet  he  wm  the  meekest  of  men. 
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Secondly,  He  was  placed  afterwards  at  Hie 
head  of  the  Israelites — he  was  tbrir  governor, 
their  law*giYer,  their  deliverer  from  Egypt*— he 
performed  the  greatest  miracles,  and  especially 
that  wonderfhl  miracle  when  the  Red  Sea  was 
divided,  and  the  waters  stood  as  a  wall  on  this 
Side  and  on  that  side,  and  the  children  of  Israel 
passed  through  on  dry  land~and  yet  he  was 
the  meekest  of  all  men. 

Thirdly,  He  met  also  tvith  continual  provo- 
cations from  the  people  of  Israel — ^they  disputed 
against  his  authority — ^they  murmured  and  com^ 
plained — ^they  rebelled  gainst  him-^they  wished 
to  return  into  Egypt — and  yet  he  was  the 
meekest  man. 

My  dear  childran,  copy  this  pattern.  Be 
meek  as  Mbses  was.  Learn  to  govern  youv 
tempers.  Think  before  you  speak.  Obey  yoiiv 
parents  and  teachers.  Do  not  be  sullen  and 
out  of  humour.  Do  not  fly  into  a  passion  at 
every  little  provocation.  But  be  forgiving  and 
gentle.  You  know,  good  children  are  the  lambs 
of  Christ  the  good  shepherd.  Now  a  lamb  fe 
the  most  gentle  and  inoffensive  of  all  animals. 
And  yet  how  many  of  you  are  angry,  and 
quarrelsome,  and  discontented,  and  give  trouble 
to  your  parents  continually.  You  must  pray  to 
God,  then,  to  make  you  meek  and  lowly  in 
spirit.  If  children  resist  their  cross  tempers, 
and  really  try  to  be  meek,  they  will  gradually 
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overcome  them;  but  if  tbey  go  on  iodulging 
tbem  in  childhood^  they  will  never  conquer 
them.  The  bad  tempei^  will  grow  atrooger  And 
stronger.  Habits  will  be  formed.  I  know 
many  persons,  whom  I  hope  on  the  whole  to 
be  sincere  Christians,  who  are  so  peevish  and 
fretful  and  perverse  in  their  fitmilies,  that  I 
hardly  know  what  to  think  of  them^  there  is 
such  a  want  of  meekness  of  temper.  There  is 
a  very  pretty  story  in  a  little  book  called  the 
In£uit*s  Progress,  where  our  wicked  nature  is 
described  as  an  old  ugly  person,  whose  name  is 
Inbred-Sin,  and  who  always  follows  children 
about,  and  triqs  to  stir  up  and  provoke  their  bad 
passions.  Now  I  would  have  little  childi-en 
remember,  when  they  are  going  to  fall  into  a 
passion,  that  it  is  Inbred-Sin  that  is  coming 
against  them,  and  that  they  ought  to  resist  and 
conquer  him,  and  not  let  him  gain  the  day. 
If  a  child  would  do  this,  God  would  help  him 
by  his  grace,  and  old  Inbred-Sin  would  be  dri- 
ven oflT  and  overcome.  And  thus  a  child  of 
four  or  five  years  old  might  keep  down  this  ene- 
my and  obtain  a  victory  over  him. 

This  is  my  third  remark,  Be  meek  as  Moses 
was.  And,  my  third  DtRBcnoN  is.  Watch  over 
your  tempers.  For  even  Moses  once  spake 
unadmsedfy  with  his  lips.  This  was  when  he 
was  commanded  to  smite  the  rock.  Now  if 
Moses  forgot  himself,  and  God  noticed  that  one 
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fault  in  the  Bible;  bow  much  more  should  clul- 
dreu  watch  lest  their  spirit  should  be  provoked, 
and  they  should  speak  unadvisedly  and  hastily 
.with  their  lips  ? 

I  remark, 

IV.  Moses'  earnest  praybrs  to  Goo. 

The  history  of  Moses  is  full  of  accounts  of 
his  earnest  prayers.  I  will  mention  two  or  three 
instances. 

First,  When  Joshua  was  fighting  with  the 
Amalekites  in  a  place  called  Rephidim,  Moses 
.was  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  And  when  he  h^ 
op  his  band,  Israel  prevailed,  and  when  he  let 
down  his  hand  through  weariness,  Amalek  pre- 
vailed. Upon  this,  Aaron  and  Hur  stayed  up 
his  hands,  the  one  on  one  side  and  the  other  on 
the  other ;  and  his  bauds  were  steady  udtil  the 
going  down  of  the  sun,  and  the  Amalekites 
were  beaten;  and  Moses  built  an  altar,  and 
called  the  name  of  it,  Jehovah  Nissi,  The  Lord 
is  my  banner  ^  This  was  meant  to  show, 
amongst  other  things,  the  earaestness  and  et6r 
CBcy  of  Moses*  prayers. 

Secondly,  The  second  instance  is  when  the 
people  made  the  golden  calf.  Moses  was  on 
the  mount  Sinai  receiving  the  law.  The  people 
were  impatient,  and  bid  Aaron  make  them  gods 

*  Exodosy  xvii.  S— 15. 
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to  go  before  them.  Aaron  told  them  to  break 
off  their  golden  ear-^nags^  and  from  these  he 
made  a  molten  caH  Upon  this  base  and  wicked 
rebellion  of  the  people^  the  Lord  said  to  Moses^ 
/  have  seen  this  people,  and  behold  it  is  a  stiffs 
necked  people;  now  therefore  let  me  alone  thai  I 
may  consume  them^  and  I  wUl  make  of  thee  a 
great  nation.  Upon  this,  Moses  besought  the 
Lord  with  earnest  prayer  for  the  people^  and  the 
Lord  heard  him.  And  afterwards^  when  Moses 
came  down  and  actually  saw  the  calf  and  the 
<lancing,  and  cast  the  two  tables  of  the  law  oat 
of  his  hand^  and  brake  them  beneath  the  mount, 
he  again  prayed  for  the* people,  and  God  forgave 
-them.  Thus  he  stood  before  the  Lord  in  the  gap 
^fo  turn  away  his  wrath^  indignation,  lest  he 
^should  destroy  them. 

Thirdly,  The  third  ^ase  is,  when  Moses  was 
the  second  time  ifotty  days  and  forty  nights  on 
the  mount  of  Sinid  in  immediate  prayer  and 
communion  with  God;  so  that  when  heoAme 
down  the  skin  of  his  &ce  shone;  and  the  peopk 
were  afrsud  to  come  nigh  him,  :and  he  put  a  wil 
over  his  £ace  when  he  spake  with  them.  Sudi 
indeed  were  the  earnest  prayers  of  Moses  and 
his  near  approach  to  God,  that  the  Bible  says, 
there  was  no  prophet  like  unto  Moses,  whom 
the  Lord  knew  face^  to  face. 

My  children,  take  Moses  as  your  example  as 
to  prayer.    I  mean  not  as  to  the  miraculous 
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pmt  'of  hb  bistory-^bot  as  to  his  spirit  of  prayer 
to  Ood  Bind  <iroiiimiiiiio]i  with  him.  A  child 
»ay  pray  in  his  troubles^  as  Moses^  did  in  his^ 
A  clnid'  inay^  ovei^cmne  a  wickdd^  temper  by 
prayer^  to  l^i^oses  did  ^bt  Antflkkites.  A  cbM 
may  gain  blessings  for  othei^^  a  child  may 
tttrn  kway  OodV 'anger,  a  child  may  stand  in 
t^  gap,  a  efaiM  marjp  have  fellowship  and  con* 
vevse^wlth  6ad>  thongh'inB  feeble  way,  as  well 
as  Moses  of  old  had. 

If  yon  ask  tee  what  a  child  should  pray  for, 
h'MH  tell  yon.    Pray  to  CSod  to  gifve  yto«  re- 
pentance and  sorrow  for  your  sins.    PirsMf  fot 
faith  to  put  your  trust  in  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ.    Pray  for  a  neir  heait>toda  right  spirit 
and  temper^    Pray  for  love  to  God  and*  man. 
Pray  >for  grste  to  do  your  duty.    These  bless^ 
ings^yod  mi}st!  always  pray  fori    But  bfesides 
these,  if  you  have  been  naughty  alj  Imy  time, 
pray  that *€k>drJWMild  forgive  that  particular  sin; 
if t yoftr  fed lany ristiiMigttemptatioB •  to  what •  ^ 
mtougii  pray  ;fer  stnengtb  te  overdAm^  ti.    K 
.yoafaftve  beard 'jftSemion,  pAt'up  a  praiyei^  Iflcb 
this:  'O  Lord,  Ibless  the  termon  I  have  he^ 
heiUring  to^lay^  aaid  'ftaake-mel  a  better  child<by 
it.    If  your  friendly  or  yourself  have  been^c^^ 
pray  that  God  w«mldv)restore  them  to  health. 
Thus,  besides  repeating*  the  prayer  you  have 
been  taught  by  your    parents,  make  a  little 
prayer  out  of  your  own  heart.    And  whenever 
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you  say  your  prayers^  think  of  what  you. are 
aboatr^remember  God  knows  every  thoog^bt  of 
your  heart— remember  you  are  making  yom 
prayers^  not  to  your  parent  who  is  mth  you 
wlulst  you  say  them^  but  to  the  great  God. of 
heaven  and  earth. 

This  is  my  fourth  remark. from  the  life  of 
Moses:  be  earnest  in  your  prayers  to  God. 
And  the  fourth  dirbction  I  give^  is/  seek  the 
grace  of  God^s  blessed  Spirit  to  teach  you  to 
pray.  You  cannot  pray  without  the  help  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  His  influence  is  just  as  needful  as 
the  air  you  breaUie. 

I  come  pow  to  remark, 

V.   Moses'  FAITH   IN  THB   PROMISBD  MbSSIAH 

OR  Saviour.  This  is  the  last  part  of  the  sermon; 
Tand  I  shall  not  keep  you  much  longer,  in  speak* 
ing  about  it. 

As  Moses  lived  a  great  many  years  before 
Christ  was  bom,  he  did  not  know  all  the  truths 
of  his  death  and  sufferings  as  we  do ;  but  still 
he  had  feith  in  Christ  as  the  future  Saviour. 
The  Bible  says,  in  the  verses  I  have  just  read 
from  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  that  byfaUh 
Moses  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  PharaoKs 
daughter;  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ 
greater  riches  than  the  treasures  in  Egypt. 

All  the  good  men  of  old  had  the  same  foith 
in  the  Messiah  who  was  to  be  born  into  the 
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world.  Abel  and  Enoch  and  Abraham  and 
Isaac  and  Jacob>  and  all  the  prophets  rejoiced 
to  see  Christ 8  dm/y  and  saw  it,  and  were  glad^* 
There  are  two  things  in  the  life  of  Moses  Which 
I  will  mention^  as  showing  his  faith  in  the  Sa- 
viour. 

Firsts  The  one  is^  the  many  prophecies  he  de- 
livered of  Christ;  particularly  in  Deuteronomy^ 
xviii.  15.  The  Lord  thy  God  will  raise  up  unio 
thee  a  prophet  from  the  midst  of  thee,  of  thy 
brethren,  like  unto  me;  unto  him  shall  ye 
hearken.  Indeed^  our  Lord,  when  upon  earth, 
said  expressly  to  the  Jews,  If  ye  had  believed 
Moses,  ye  would  have  believed  me,  for  he  wrote 
of  me. 

Secondly,  The  other  is,  the  many  types  and 
figures  of  the  death  and  sufferings  of  Christ 
which  he  set  up.  The  paschal  Lamb  and  the 
other  sacrifices  were  all  types  of  the  Lamb  of 
God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world. 
But  the  brazen  serpent  is  perhaps  the  most 
striking  one.  When  the  people  spoke  against 
God  and  against  Moses,  as  they  journeyed  from 
Mount  Hur  by  the  way  of  the  Red  Sea,  the 
Lord  sentfery  serpents  and  they  bit  the  people, 
and  much  people  of  Israel  died.  Moses  was 
then  commanded  to  make  a  serpent  of  brass 
and  put  it  upon  a  pole ;  and  it  came  to  pass  that 

s  John,  viii.  56. 
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evef^  ene  thai  was  biUen,  when  he  looked  upM 
it,  lived.  Now  oar  Lord  expressly  says  coo- 
cerning  this.  As  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in 
ike  wilderness,  even  so  shall  the  Son  of  man 
he  lifted  up,  that  whosoever  helieveth  in  him  shall 
not  perishy  hut  have  everlasting  life. 
"  Copy  then,  my  dear  children,  the  £uth  of 
Moses.  Obey  the  instractions  of  that  prophet 
whom  he  foretold.  Believe  in  the  death  of  that 
Saviour  whom  the  brazen  serpent  set  forth. 
Unless  yon  have  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  you 
cannot  be  saved.  Indeed,  you  can  do  n<Hie  of 
the  things  I  have  been  teaching  you,  without 
it^  You  cannot  feel  thankful  to  God  for  the 
care  of  his  providence;  you  cannot  choose  his 
blessed  ways ;  you  cauhot  be  meek  aiid  lowly  in 
heart;  you  cannot  pray,  unless  you  believe  in 
Christ  for  the  pardon  of  your  sins  and  accept- 
ance with  God.  And  if  Moses  had  faith  in  that 
Saviour  who  was  only  darkly  and  obscurdy 
known  by  him,  how  much  more  should  yon  be* 
Beve  in  him,  who  live  under  the  clear  light  of 
the  gospel?  Tbei-e  was  no  New  Testament 
when  Moses  lived.  He  had  no  gospels  nor 
epistles  to  read.  £ven  the  Psalms  and  Prophets 
were  not  written  then.  And  yet  he  esteemed  the 
reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  trea-^ 
sures  of  Egypt.  Believe  then,  my  dear  chil-- 
dren,  in  the  merits  and  death  of  your  Saviour. 
Ask  yourselves,  why  it  was  that  the  Son  of  God 
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was  born  of  a  Vii^in?  why  he  was  lud  in  the 
maoger?  why  he  lived  so  despised  a  lifer  and 
why  he  died  so  cruel  a  death  upon  the  cross? 
The  answer  is:  It  was  for  the  sins  of  the  worlds 
and  for  your  sins  amongst  the  rest.  My  child^ 
it  was  thy  naughtiness^  thy  pride,  thy  obstinacy, 
thy  love  of  worldly  things,  thy  evil  tempers, 
thy  wicked  heart,  thy  disobedience  to  man,  thy 
rebellion  against  God,  that  nailed  Jesus  Christ 
to  the  cross,  that  pierced  his  side,  that  plaeed 
the  crown  of  thorns  on  his  head,  that  crucified 
feiin  between  two  thieves;  that  laid  him  in  the 
tomb.  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities.  The  Lord 
laid  on  kim  the  iniquities  of  us  all.  Believe  then 
in  this  blessed  Saviour.  '  When  you  feel  your 
dnfolness,  and  fear  lest  God  should  be  angry 
with  you,  then  put  all  your  trust  in  the  death 
and  sufferings  of  Christ.  Trust  to  Him,  and  to 
Hira  alone,  for  the  forgiveness  of  your  sins; 
and  not  to  any  of  your  own  doings.  Look  to 
Jesus  Christ  by  faith  dying  on  the  cross,  as  the 
Israelites  looked  to  the  brazen  serpent  which 
Moses  lifted  up,  that  you  may  live. 

Young  as  you  are,  you  may  believe  in  the 
Saviour.  When  my  own  dear  little  girl  was 
dying,  a  few  years  ago,  she  was  sitting  on  my 
knee.  I  had  no  idea  she  was  so  liear  death. 
She  was  about  five  years  and  a  half  old.  I 
said  to  her, '  Little  Ann  (for  that  was  her  name) 
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mufet  put  all  her  trust  in  Jesus  Christ— Papa  is^ 
piraying  to  Jesus  Christ  for  little  Ann/  With 
these  words  she  gently  piit  her  head  back  on 
my  shoulder,  and  breathed  her  last. 

This  is  my  last  remark,  Believe  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  your  only  Saviour.  And  my  last 
DIRECTION  to  you  is,  pray  to  God  to  teach  you, 
and  make  you  feel  your  need  of  this  Savioiir. 
None  but  God  can  do  this.  He  can  open  the 
eyes  and  soften  the  heart  of  a  little  child ;  and 
then  that  child  will  tte  sorry  for  his  sifts,  and 
feel  his  unhappiness  under  them,  and  be  sennble 
bow  much  he  wants  a  Saviour;  just  as  one 
that  is  sick,  feels  the  want  of  a  doctor  and 
medicine,  to  make  him  well.  And  then  such  a 
child  will  come  to  Christ  by  faith,  and  put  all 
his  trust  in  him,  and  thus  become  one  of  the 
sheep  of  his  pasture. 

Thus  I  have  shown  you  the  wondeiful  birth 
of  Moses,  his  choice  of  the  ways  of  God,  his 
meekness,  his  earnest  prayers,  and  his  faith  in 
the  promised  Messiah  or  Saviour. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  let  me  beg  of  you, 
my  children,  that  you  will  all  be  like  Moses, 
and  no  one  of  you  like  Pharaoh,  and  Korah  and 
bis  company.  My  anxious  wish  and  prayer  is, 
that  you  may  copy  the  example  of  Moses. 
Who  would  not  be  happy  and  meek  like  him, 
rather  than  obstinate  and  rebellious  like  Pha- 
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raoh  or  Korab?  Where  is  there  a  child  wh(^ 
would  not  prefer  Moses^  to  those  wicked  ene- 
mies of  God?  Where  is  there  a  child  who  does 
not  see  that  Moses  was  a  holy  and  blessed 
man,  useful  to  all  around  him,  supported  and 
aided  by  Grod's  providence  and  grace ;  and  that 
be  is  now  esteemed  and  honoured  by  the  whole 
church  in  every  age.  Whereas,  what  was  Pha- 
raoh? What  was  Korah  and  his  company? 
What  became  of  their  hardness  of  heart,  their 
rebellion  and  opposition  to  God?  They  were 
unhappy  and  discontented  during  life,  they 
could  not  attain  their  wicked  ends,  they  made 
others  sinful  and  miserable  as  well  as  them- 
selves; and  they  are  held  up  now  as  warnings 
to  be  avoided  and  shunned  by  all  good  people. 
And  then,  my  children,  who  would  not  pre- 
fer tbe  death  of  Moses  to  the  death  of  those  re* 
bellious  people?  You  know  the  end  of  Pharaoh 
was,  that  he  was  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  and 
the  end  of  Korah  and  his  company  was,  that 
the  earth  opened  and  swallowed  them  up,  and 
they  went  down  alive  into  the  pit — whereas 
Moses  died  in  peace,  after  having  seen  the 
promised  land  from  Mount  Pisgah,  and  was 
taken  to  Heaven,  and  God  declared  after  his 
death,  that  there  had  been  no  prophet  before 
like  unto  him.  I  am  sure  there  is  not  one 
child  of  this  assembly  who  would  not  tremble 
at  dying  like  Pharaoh  or  Korah — I  am   sure 

m3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


166 


lf06B8  AN   BXABIPUB  TO  CHILDREN. 


there  is  not  one  who  would  not  wish  to  die  like 
good  Moses*  Tben^  my  dear  children^  you 
*  most  begin  to  live  like  Moses  now,  if  you  would 
die  like  him  at  last.  There  are  but  two  roads — 
Heaven  and  hell.  Choose  then  the  way  that 
leadeth  unto  life.  Go  home  and  think  over  this 
sermon.  Pray  to  God  for  his  grace  and  Holy 
Spirit.  It  is  not  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Fa- 
(her  that  one  of  you  little  ones  should  perish. 
O,  do  not  then  destroy  yourselves  by  sin  and 
unbelief.  O,  let  there  not  be  one  out  of  the 
two  thousand  children  before  me  this  day,  who 
does  not  pray  earnestly  to  God  that  he  may 
resemble  Moses  in  his  life  and  in  his  death. 
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PROVERBS^   XV.    3. 


The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholds 
ing  the  evil  and  the  good. 

JVf  Y  dear  Children,  I  am  about  to  speak  to 
you  of  Religion,  and  of  what  is  to  do  you  good 
and  make  you  happy ;  and  the  subject  I  shall 
speak  about,  is  God's  all-seeing  eye ;  His  eyes 
are  in  every  placey  beholding  the  evil  and  the 
good.  There  are  two  things  which  I  shall  set 
before  you. 

I.  That  God*s  eye  is  in  all  places. 

II.  That  God*s  eye  marks  what  is  evil 

AND   WJIAT   IS    good   IN   ALL   PLACES. 

I  shall  speak  as  simply  and  affectionately  as 
I  can,  my  dear  Children.  If  you  attend,  I  think 
I  shall  make  myself  understood  to  the  youngest 
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child  present.  But  you  must  each  one  pray  for 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  teach  you  and  make  you  feel 
what  I  am  about  to  say.  I  can  only  speak.  I 
cannot  make  you  good;  I  cannot  make  you  new 
creatures.  But  God  can.  Let  every  child  pray 
in  his  heart  this  prayer^  O  Lord^  bless  this  Ser- 
mon to  my  souUs  salvation! 

I.  God's  eye  is  in  all  places;  that  is^  God 
sees  in  all  places — God  is  present  in  all  places — 
God  rules  and  governs  in  all  places.  Each  of 
these  thoughts  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  to 
you. 

First.  God  sees  in  all  places.  There  is  nothing 
that  God  does  not  see.  He  sees,  not  merely 
what  is  done  in  the  day,  but  what  is  done  in  the 
darkness  of  the  night.  He  looks  into  the  heart, 
and  sees  every  thought,  and  he  looks  into  the 
life,  and  sees  every  action ; — it  is  one  of  our  sins 
that  we  forget  this. 

When  Adam  and  Eve  had  eaten  the  for- 
bidden fruit,  they  forgot  that  God  saw  in  all 
places,  and  they  went  to  hide  themselves 
amongst  the  trees  of  the  garden;  and  when  God 
came  and  said,  Adam^  where  art  thou?  he  re- 
plied, I  heard  thy  voice  inthe  garden,  and  I  went 
and  hid  myself.  But  God  saw  Adam,  though 
Adam  did  not  think  of  God. 

When  Cain  killed  his  brother  Abel,  as  he 
talked  with  him  in  the  field,  he  thought  no  one 
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saw  him.  But  God  said  to  him,  IVhere  is 
Abel  thy  brother  ?  and  wfaen  Cain  answered,  / 
know  not ;  am  1  my  brother's  keeper  9  God 
said  to  Cain,  Doth  not  thy  brother*s  blood  cry 
unto  me  from  the  earth  P  God  saw  what  Cain 
did,  though  Cain  forgot  God. 

When  Hagar  fled  from  Abraham's  family  and 
from  Sai*ah,  into  the  wilderness,  and  thought 
herself  deserted  and  forsaken  of  all,  God's  eyes 
were  upon  her,  and  the  Angel  of  the  Loi-d  ap-^ 
peared  to  her,  and  bid  her  return  to  her  mis* 
tress,  and  made  her  a  promise  of  many  blessings; 
and  upon  this  She  called  the  name  of  the  Lard 
that  spake  unto  her^  ^  Thau  God  seest  me.* 
My  dear  children,  God  sees  every  one  of  you  at 
this  time,  and  looks  into  each  of  your  hearts;^ 
and  therefore  it  was  I  said,  you  must  all  pray 
for  his  blessing  upon  what  you  are  hearing. 

The  Second  thought  is,  that  Ood  is  present 
in  all  places.  In  the  139th  Psalm,  David  tells 
us  how  God  is  present  in  every  place:  O  Lard, 
thou  hast  searched  me,  and  knowfi  me.  Thau 
knowest  my  doion^sittingf  and  mine  up^rising, 
thou  understandest  my  thought  afar  off.  Thau 
compassest  my  path,  and  my  lying  doum,  and 
art  acqwnnted  with  all  my  ways.  —  fVhUher 
shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit;  or  whither  shall  I 
flee  from  thy  presence  P  If  I  ascend  up  into 
heaven,  thou  art  there:  if  I  make  my  bed  in 
hell,   behold,  thou  aft  there.      If  I  take  the 
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wings  of  the  mornings  and  dwell  in  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  sea:  even  there  shall  thy  hand 
lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me.  If 
I  say,  Surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me:  even 
the  night  shall  be  light  about  me.  Yea,  the 
darkness  hideth  not  from  thee:  but  the  night 
shineth  as  the  day;  the  darkness  and  the  light 
are  both  alike  to  thee  K 

There  was  one  man,  a  prophet,  and  on  the 
whole  a  good  man  (though  not  good  in  this  in- 
stance), who  tried  to  flee  from  the  presence  of 
God ;  that  was,  Jonah.  When  God  sent  him  to 
Nineveh,  he  rose  up  to  flee  unto  Tarshish,  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  went  down  to 
Joppa,  and  he  found  a  ship  going  to  Tarshish : 
so  he  paid  the  fare  thereof,  and  went  down  into 
it,  to  go  with  them  unto  Tarshish  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord*.  But  did  he  escape  the  eye 
of  God  ?  You  know  that  the  Lord  sent  out  a 
great  wind  into  the  sea,  and  there  was  a  mighty 
tempest  in  the  sea;  and,  though  Jonah  was 
gone  down  into  the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  Unfy 
and  was  fast  asleep,  yet  God  caused  the  lot 
to  fall  on  him ;  and,  to  save  the  ship,  he  was 
cast  by  the  mariners  into  the  sea.  God  was 
present  where  Jonah  was,  though  Jonah  forgot 
God. 

My  Children,  you  know  the  light  of  the  suo^ 

'  Psalm  cxxxix.  -l— 3.  7—12.  *  Jonah,  i.  3. 
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and  the  air  we  breathe,  reach  to  the  ends  of  the 
world,  and  fill  the.  height  of  heaven,  and  go 
even  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea;  thus  the  pre* 
sence  of  God  reaches  to  all  places  at  the  same 
moment  of  time.  I  remember  a  venerable  old 
clergyman  lately  deceased^  Mr.  Scott,  said,  that 
when  he  was  a  little  boy,  one  of  the  first  things 
he  remembered  to  any  purpose  was  the  hymn 
of  Dr.  Watts,  which  his  mother  had  taught 
him,  about  God's  all-seeing  eye: 

*'  Almighty  God,  thy  piercing  eye 

Strikes  through  the  shades  of  night, 
And  our  most  secret  actions  lie 
All  open  to  thy  sight.'* 

Ooiy  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  heard  of  a  poor 
chimney-sweeper's  boy,  who  seemed  to  know 
that  God  was  present  every  where.  This  little 
chimney-sweeper  was  overtaken/by  the  night- 
near  a  small  village  in  Oxfordshire.  He  came 
iip  to  the  house  of  one  of  my  relations^  and 
begged  for  a  night's  lodging.  As  the  boy  was  a 
stranger,  and  all  covered  with  soot,  it  was 
thought  best  to  have  'the  poor  fellow  put  into 
one  of  the  stables.  The  servant  made  him  the 
most '  comfortable  bed  she  could  with  clean 
straw,  and  as  she  left  him,  told  him  to  be  sure* 
to  say  his  prayers.  When  she  had  gone  out  and 
simt  the  door,  she  heard  the  little  fellow  begin 
to  pray.    She  listened,  and  heard  him  repeat 
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aloud  ode  or  two  of  the  iSmrch  Collects  with 
mach  deyotioiu  In  the  morniog  he  said  he  had 
had  one  oAhe  best  nights  he  ever  had  in  his  life. 
He  was  asked  who  taught  him  the  prayer  he 
had  said  over-night.  He  said  it  was  liis  mother, 
who,  though  she  could  not  read,  yet  had  learned 
some  of  the  collects  at  church,  and  had  taught 
them  to  him. 

But  I  observe.  Thirdly,  God  rules  and 
governs  in  all  places.  He  is  not  far  from  every 
one  of  us;  for  in  him  we  live^  and  move,  and 
have  our  being.  He  preserves  man  and  beast. 
If  God  did  not  hold  us  up  every  moment,  we 
should  die.  As  the  body  without  the  soul  dies, 
so  without  God*s  constant  care,  we  should  fall 
down  at  once,  cold,  motionless,  and  dead.  If 
you  have  food,  it  is  God  gives  it  you;  if  you 
deep,  it  is  God  gives  you  sleep;  if  yon  are  raised 
from  sickness,  it  is  God  that  raises  you  to  health. 
God  is  every  where  to  bless  you.  The  sun  does 
not  shine  of  itself,  it  is  God  sends  every  ray  of 
light.  We  are  upheld,  protected,  and  blest,  by 
the  power  of  God;  and  if  God  was  not  here 
this  moment  to  uphold  me  in  life,  I  shouki 
drop  from  the  pulpit  a  lifeless  corpse. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  head  of  the  ser- 
mon. 

II.  That  God's  eye  marks  what  is  evil  and 
what  is  good  in  all  places. 
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Remember  the  text ;  The  eyes  cf  the  Lord 
are  in  every  place^  beholding  the  evil  and  the 
geod.  Now  attend^  my  dear  Children,  whilst 
I  observe. 

First,  There  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
evU  ^and  the  good.  God  marks  this  difference* 
Like  an  earthly  judge,  he  discerns  between 
the  evil  and  the  good.  But  .an  earthly  judge, 
Qiren  in  a  court  of  justice,  can  see  bat  little, 
lie  receives  his  information  from  others,  he 
knows  only  what  the  witnesses  tell  him,  and 
he  may  often  mistake:  but  God  is  a  judge,  who 
knows  and  sees  all  things:  he  cannot  be  mis- 
token,  fi>r  he  knows  and  reads  the  heart  and 
motives,  and  clearly  distinguishes  between  the 
evil  and  the  good. 

Secondly,  Every  one  of  us  by  nature  is  eut/, 
and  not  good.  We  are  all  fallen  and  ^ful 
creatures.  There  is  not  a  child  before  me,  bnt 
is  a  sinner.  He  has  been  disobedient  to  his 
parents ;  that  is  a  sin.  He  has  g^ven  way  to 
bad  tempers;,  that  is  a  sin.  Many  have  quar* 
relied  with  their  brothers  and  sisters,  or  school- 
fellows; that  is  a  sin.  Many  have  told  lies; 
tliat  is  a  sin.  Many  have  forgotten  God  all  the 
day  long;  that  is  a  sin.  Many  say  their  prayers 
without  thinking  and  feeling  what  they  say;  that 
is  a  sin.  Many  never  prayed  in  all  their  lives 
to  Jesus  Christ  to  pardon  them ;  that  is  a  sin. 
Many  never  loved  God  at  all  with  their  heart, 
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and  soul,  and  strength;  and  that  is  a  sin.  We 
are  all  sinners;  evil  and  wicked  by  nature  and 
practice.  Oar  hearts  are  hearts  of  stone,  that 
never  think  of  God  nor  love  him,  but  are  ever 
desirous  of  following  our  own  pleasures,  and 
having  our  own  wills  gratified.  The  L&rd 
hoiked  dawn  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of 
meriy  to  see  if  thgre  were  any  tJiat  did  under- 
stand,  and  seek  Chd.  They  are  all  gone  aside, 
they  are  altogether  become  filthy:  there  is  none 
that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one^. 

Now  the  third  thought  is,  That  a  child  may 
become  good  by  Gods  grace  and  Holy  Spirit. 
The  means  God  ordinarily  uses  is  the  instruction 
and  example  of  parents,  prayer,  reading  the 
Bible,  keeping  holy  the  Sabbath,  and  good 
books.  But  what  is  to  change  the  heart? 
What  can  make  a  little  child  love  prayer?  love 
reading  his  Bible?  love  the  Sunday?  be  sorry 
when  he  does  wrong  ? — God's  grace  can  do  it. 
The  power  of  God  in  changing  the  heart  can  do 
it;  so  that  a  child  with  passions,  by  nature,  fierce 
as  a  lion  or  a  wolf,  shall  become  like  a  lamb> 
teachable,  and  kind,  and  meek,  and  full  of  love. 
This  total  change,  God's  grace  and  Spirit  can 
bring  about. 

To  prove  it,  I  will  read  you  the  account  of  a 

s  Psalm  xiv.  2,  3. 
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child  who  died  happily,  who  bad  been  in  St. 
John's  School.  4 

Thomas  Gosland  was  in  the  School  for 
Religious  Instruction  abont  six  years:  he  left 
the  school^  July  1817.  He  attended  the  chapel 
regnlarly  after  he  had  left  the  school.  He  Mras 
a  steady  orderly  lad ;  but  nothing  remarkable 
occurred  until  May  1818,  when  he  was  taken 
with  an  illness  which  terminated  in  a  decline  ; 
he  continued  sometimes  better  and  sometimes 
worse,  until  March  11th,  1820. 

He  was  confined  to  his  room  only  about  a. 
month  before  he  died.  About  the  time  he  took 
to  his  room,  he  began  to  be  very  desirous  for  the 
Scriptures  to  be  read  to  him,  or  to  be  reading 
them  himself,  and  lamented  he  had  been  so 
giddy  while  in  the  school.  He  said,  many 
things  occurred  to  his  mind  now,  which  he  had 
paid  but  little  attention  to  at  the  time.  It  was 
a  great  grief  to  him,  he  said^  to  think  what  good 
instructions  had  been  given  to  him  and  he  had 
been  so  thoughtless. 

Thei*e  was  evidently  a  great  change  in  him ; 
be  now  was  frequently  on  his  knees,  weeping, 
and  praying  for  pardon.  He  said  he  was  so 
great  a  sinner,  he  was  afraid  the  Almighty  would 
not  hear  him.  He  ssdd  he  had  broken  every 
commandment,  and  his  heart  was  so  bard  he 
conid  not  repent  as  he  wished  to  do.  His  con- 
stant prayer  was   for  the  pardon  of  his  sins 
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through  a  Sayiour*8  cross^  and  for  a  rraenriA 
heart,  and  for  a  portion  of  tbe  Divine  Spirits 
These  were  \m  own  words. 

One  day  a  person  called  on  him,  and  b^aa 
to  tell  him  the  news  of  the  day.  He  relied,  he 
did  not  wish  to  hear  them ;  his  sonl  and  his  sal- 
vation concerned  him  tbe  most. 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  read  some  of 
the  books  that  had  been  g^ven  him  from  the 
school.  One  in  particular,  Mason*s  Remains^ 
he  seemed  to  read  mth  much  earnestness.  B«t 
the  Bible  was  the  chief.  A  friend  offered  to  lend 
him  some  books;  he  thanked  him,  and  lakl  bis 
hand  on  the  Bible,  and  said,  ^^  Sir^  I  do  not 
want  books;  I  have  it  all  here.'* 

One  morning  he  had  been  left  by  himself; 
and  when  his  mother  returned,  he  told  her  he 
had  been  able  to  rise  on  his  knees,  and  had 
been  to  prayer,  and  said,  ^^  O,  I  am  so  comfortr 
able,  I  feel  so  happy  T*  One  evening  his  mo* 
ther  had  to  go  out  on  business,  and  asked  bitt 
to  have  a  neighbour  to  sit  with  him.  He  r^ 
plied.  No,  he  did  not  want  company,  for  he 
should  not  be  alone.  This  he  spoke  in  a  verjr 
feeling  manner. 

He  was  visited  frequently  by  a  good  young 
man,  an  old  school- fellow.  He  used  to  read 
some  portion  of  Scripture  to  him,  and  converse 
on  religious  subjects,  and  always  spent  a  short 
time  in   prayer  with  him  before  he  left  him. 
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He'vidCed  him  tbe  enfeoidg  before  he  died  3  aii4 
itAea  he  ^trae  going  to  prayer^  bd  said^  **  Is  there 
aay  thiag  ia  particular  yoii  wish  me  to  ask  for?** 
He  said^  *'  O  yes^  that  my  heart  may  be  soft« 
eaedy  and  that  I  may  have  moi*e  &ith  and  eon-^ 
fidence  in  Jesns  Christ.*' 

The  folloiHng  morning  he  seemed  better,  and. 
more  cheerful  than  usual.  In  the  afternoon  he 
read  for  some  time,  and  after  tea  he  asked  his 
mother  to  read  with  him,  and  in  that  way  he 
read  four  chapters  of  the  f^istle  of  St.  Jobn« 
He  then  said  he  was  tired ;  but  wished  her  to 
read  to  him.  After  Ihat  he  Was  repeating 
BbiAe  of  Dr.  Watts*8  HymnSi  Very  soon  after 
be  wae  suddenly  seized  with  a  difficulty  of 
breatliidg,  and  in  a  v^ry  short  time  he  breathed 
his  last,  praying  most  fervently  for  pardon, 
through  a  Redeemer,  as  long  as  his  lips  or  tonguei 
could  more. 

I  BOW  come  to  the  fourth  idea.  That  Qod 
m  kis  providence  generally  mahei  a  clear  dis^^ 
HnMon  between  the  eml  and  gofod,  even  in  this 
l^e.  Far  the  eyes  of  the  Lard  run  to  andjr^ 
throughout  the  whole  earthy  to  show  himself 
strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whm^  heart  is  per* 
feet  towards  him^. 

For  instance,  we  see  this  in  the  case  of 
JosejA  and  his  brethren.    For  a  time  Joseph 

4  2  Ckron.  xvi.  9. 
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was  IB  prison,  aod  his  bvsthreo  triaiDphed«**-biit 
God*s  eye  was  hehoUmg  the  evU  and  the  good, 
Joseph  was  made  lord  of  Egypt^  and  his 
brethren  came  before  him,  and  their  consdence 
aeeused  them;  And  they  said  one  to  another ^ 
We  are  verily  guilty  concerrdng  our  brother,  in 
that  we  saw  the  anguish  of  his  soul,  when  he 
besought  us  J  and  we  wouid  not  hear;  ther^ore  is 
this  distress  come  upon  us  ^« 

So  Job  and  his  friends.  For  a  time  Job  was 
upon  a  dunghill^  covered  with  boils,  and  his 
friends  accusing  him  of  hypocrisy.  But  God's 
^es  were  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good,  and 
after  a  while  his  friends  were  rebul^ed,  and  Job 
blessed  with  moi-e  temporal  blessings  than  he 
had  before,  as  well  as  with  the  favour  of  God.  . 

Thus  good  Daniel:  he  served  God  with  all 
his  heart,  but  he  was  persecuted  and  thrown 
into  a  den  of  lions — ^but  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  were 
there, — God  stopt  the  lions*  mouths,  and  the 
king  afterwards  commanded  that  those  very  men 
who  had  accused  him,  should  be  thrown  into  the 
den  of  lions  from  whence  Daniel  had  been  de* 
livered ;  and  the  lions  had  the  mastery  of  them, 
and  brake  aU  their  bones  in  pieces  or  ever  they 
came  at  the  bottom  of  the  den. 

So  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  who  agreed  to 
tell  a  lie;  they  thought  to  keep  back  part  of 

^  Genesis,  zlii.  21. 
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the  money  for  the  land:  they  thought  no  one 
saw  them ; — ^but  God*s  eye  was  there ;  and  wben 
they  told  the  lie  to  the  Apostle,  first  Ananias, 
and  then  Sapphira,  fell  down  dead  at  the  Apo^ 
stle's  feet;  and  the  young  men  wound  them  up, 
and  carried  them  out  \  and  great  fear  was  upon 
aU.  My  dear  children,  all  through  your  futore 
lives,  remember.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in 
every  placCj  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good; 
and  if  you  wish  to  be  happy  here  and  hereafter, 
yon  must  serve  and  love  God,  and  then  God 
will  protect  and  bless  you. 

The  fifth  thought  is.  That  even  if  wicked 
men  are  not  found  out  in  this  world,  they  cer^ 
tmnly  wiU  in  the  next.  If,  for  wise  reasons,  God 
sees  fit  to  let  the  wicked  sometimes  escape  in 
this  life,  he  will  punish  them  in  another  worlds 
The  day  of  judgment  is  approaching.  God  now 
marks  all,  and  enters  down  all  in  his  Book  of 
Remembrance,  and  then  he  will  bring  forth 
every  thing.  Then  the  murderer  will  be  found 
oat;  the  thief  will  be  found  out;  everj^  sin 
done  in  secret,  and  which  was  hidden  from 
the  eyes  of  men  so  long  as  the  sinner  lived, 
will  be  published  before  the  sun,  whilst  angels 
and  men  hear.  The  grave  is  only  a  prisoik- 
honse,  from  which  God  will  bring  forth  the 
wicked  to  be  judged  at  the  last  day;  and  there 
is  no  escape  from  that  eternal  judgment. 
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.  Sow,  my  dear  children^  in  coocUision,  I 
would  say, 

Repent  and  return  to  God;  obey  Qodi  and 
trost  in  God,  whose  eye  is  in  every  place,  be- 
holding  the  evil  and  the  good* 

I.  Repent,  and  return  to  Grod.  God  will  soe 
what  children,  after  sermon,  think  over  what 
they  have  heard,  and  pray  to  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
pardon  of  their  sins;  and  what  children  do  not* 
— God  sees  every  child  here  present,  however 
many  there  are.  Let  God  see  you  returning  in 
earnest  toward  him,  laying  your  salvation  to 
heart,  and  banning,  like  Timothy,  Jo^iah,  Bnd 
Abijah,  to  serve  the  I^ord  in  your  youth.  Aie 
you  four  years  old,  or  five  years  old?  B^P^  my 
child,  to  pray  to  God.  Are  you  seven,  or  eight, 
or  nine;  and  have  you  lived  without  tbiokiog  of 
God  so  many  years?  then,  O,  begin  this  day. 
Are  you  ten,  or  eleven,  or  twelve;  and  iiev^ 
prayed  to  Jesus  Christ  yet,  nor  begged  £0^  hw 
Holy  Spirit  ?  then  remember  it  is  high  time  that 
you  Eepent  and  return  to  God,  whose  eyw  are  in 
every  place.  Remember,  whep  no  one  sees  yon 
pray,  God  sees  you,  and  hears  you,  and  willgif^ 
you  his  grace,  if  you  ask  for  it.  There  is  iiqt  a 
child  now  present  that  I  would  not  call  to  repeat* 
anceand  fieath  in  the  death  and  passion  of  Je«m 
Christ.  All  are  ^nners^Christ  di^d  to  ^^N^ 
sinners-rthe  Holy  Spirit  can  change  the  hardest 
heart;  and  Jesus  Ctirist  said,  when  on  eaitb, 
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Suffer  Uttie  children  to  come  mto  Me  and  for- 
hid  them  not,  Jh*  qf^ntch  is  the  kingdom  ^ 
heaven, 

2.  Ohejf  OodaUyMrJktnreUMi.  Set  the 
Lord  abea^  b(^ore  you.  Live  as  imdar  faia 
ftU-seeing  <63re.  Honour  your  parents;  love  your 
brothers  and  sisters;  do  your  duty;  love  youj^ 
Bible;  keep  holy  the  Sabbath?  remember  God 
is  in  every  place,  and  let  that  outweigh  every 
temptation  to  evil. 

3.  TVust  in  Crod  in  all  your  troubles.  My 
dear  children^  I  know  the  troubles  of  a  child, 
and  how  hard  it  is  to  be  good,  and  obey  your 
parents,  and  overcome  your  bad  tempers,  and 
submit  your  wiU  to  God's ; — ^but  God  will  help 
yon,  if  you  seek  his  grace.  Remember^  when 
yon  are  in  trouble  and  temptation,  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord  are  in  every  place.  God  is  a  refuge 
and  strength,  a  very  present  help  in  trouble. 
There  is  not  the  weakest  child  now  before  me 
but  may  be  stronger  than  the  world,  and  sin, 
and  Satan^  by  God's  grace  and  Spirit  dwelling 
in  him.  And  remember,  there  is  nothing  God*s 
eyes  look  on  with  more  delight  than  a  little 
child  trying  to  serve  him.  For  thus  saith  the 
Lord,  The  heaven  is  my  throne,  and  the  earth 
is  my  footstool;  but  to  this  man  will  I  look, 
— «nd  much  more  to  this  child — even  to  him 
that  is  poor,  and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  trem- 
bleth  at  my  word. 
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And  now^  my  dear  children^  1  commend  you 
to  God.  I  love  to  preach  to  you  from  year  to 
year;  and  my  prayer  is,  that  God  may  bless 
you  all,  and  sow  the  seed  of  eternal  life  in  your 
hearts,  that  you  may  live  as  under  his  all-seeing 
eye  on  earth,  and  when  you  die,  go  and  be 
happy  with  Him  in  heaven. 
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PREFACE. 


Thb  CoDversatioa  contained  in  the  following 
pages  is  snbniitted  to  tbe  public  at  the  request 
of  9eyerel  friends  of  the  Author^  who  conceived 
tbf^t^  iQ  addition  to  tbe  interest  with  wbiob 
fipy  circninvtances  calculated  to  tbrow  ligbt  on 
80  dreadful  a  chai'acter  might  b«  received^ 
some  real  beqefit  migbtj  by  tb^  blessing  pf 
Godj  result  from  the  ppblication.  With  tl^e 
desi^  of  promoting  still  further  suqfa  beneficinl 
effect^  he  has  ventured  to  offer  some  observA- 
tions  on  what  app^rs  to  him  to  have  b«9Q  Ui? 
progress  of  sin  in  the  criminal's  mind;  as  well  as 
to  suggest  some  remarks  of  a  practical  nature, 
on  the  whole  of  the  extraordinary  and  paelan* 
choly  case. 

The  interview  took  place  at  the  suggestion 
of  a  distinguished  member  of  Parliament^  a 
friend  of  the  late  deeply  lamented  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer^  who^  having  condescended 
to  visit  the  prisoner  on  the  morning  of  that 
day,  on  a  purely  benevolent  purpose,  inquired 
of  him,  whether  a  conference  with  the  Author 
(who  was  at  the  time  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
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communication)  would  be  agreeable  to  him. 
The  criminal  having  expressed  his  full  consent, 
an  order  for  the  Author  s  admission  to  the  pri- 
son was  given  by  the  Sheriff.  Permission  was, 
at  the  same  time,  granted  for  a  gentleman  to 
ftccompany  him,  who  was  accidentally  present 
on  a  similar  benevolent  design,  and  was  obli^^ng 
enough  to  undertake  the  office. 

The  Author  has  endeavoured  to  preserve  the 
utmost  accuracy  in  the  detail  of  the  conversa- 
tion. He  cannot,  however,  hope  that  he  has 
retained  every  thing  that  was  sdd  in  an  inter- 
view of  about  two  hours,  and  under  the  pecu- 
Bar  agitation  of  his  own  mind;  but  he  thinks 
he  may  assure  the  public,  that  he  has  reported 
all  the  main  sentiments  which  were  delivered, 
and  that,  in  many  cases,  he  has  been  able  to 
recal  the  very  expressions  which  were  used. 


LomdaHf 
JmM%,  181S. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONVERSATION 

WITS 

JOHN  BELLINGHAM, 


Whsn  we  entered  his  cell,  Bellingham  arose 
from  the  bed  on  which  he  was  reclining,  and 
received  us  with  great  civility.  I  began  the 
eonvenation  by  observing,  that  I  was  come  to 
him,  a  perfect  stranger,  with  no  other  motive 
whatever  than  his  real  benefit. 

He  replied,  he  was  convinced  of  that. 

I  then  remarked,  that  his  great  concern,  as 
he  was  within  a  few  hours  of  an  eternal  state, 
was  to  prepare  for  meeting  God ;  and  asked  him, 
if  he  would  allow  me  to  enter  upon  that  impor- 
tant subject. 

^'Undoubtedly,**  said  he;  '^  no  topic  can  be 
more  interesting  to  me. 

I  had  been  cautioned  by  my  friends  not  to 
bc^  with  the  last  dreadful  crime  of  the  pri- 
soner, lest  I  should  at  once  irritate  his  mind, 
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and  steel  him  against  any  instructions  of  a 
general  nature  I  might  wish  to  give:  and 
especially  as  they  suspected  (a  suspicion^  how- 
ever^  for  whi«fa  1  sdott  ioHiiA  there  was  no 
foundation)  that  some  measure  of  insanity  hung 
upon  him  as  to  this  particular'.  I  determined, 
therefore^  to  begin  by  opening  to  him  the  great 
fundamental  truths  of  the  Scriptures  generally, 
and  to  leave  the  introduction  of  the  other 
shocking  topic  till  I  could  in  some  degree  judge 
of  the  real  state  of  his  understanding. 

I  accordingly  proceeded  to  explain  to  him, 
as  strongly  and  yet  as  aflfectionately  as  I  was 
able^  the  condition  of  men  as  sinners  before 
C3od;  the  evil  nature  of  sin;  the  purity  and 
ttcellency  of  God's  holy  law;  the  infinite  oUigat 
^ns  we  are  uilder  to  obedience  from  our  relatiiNii 
to  God  as  his  creatures^  and  on  account  of  the 
blessings  we  every  moment  receive  from  him. 
I  told  Utt,  that  as  God  saw  the  thought*  and 
intents  of  the  hearty  and  nbUd  wtrf  sinful 
i«iBgiilation>  desire,  and  motive,  as  leell  aa  dft 
tb^  sins  of  the  temper  and  conduct,  our  trans- 
gressions were  by  far  more  nnmeroos,  as  wdH 
as  more  aggravated,  than  we  could  possibly 
conceives  and  that  a  right  view  of  our  chltmcter 
and  situation  before  God>  and  a  genmine  ab- 

■  The  question  of  the  latent  insanity  of  Bellingham,  on 
furlber  rejection,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine. — Note  to 
Third  EdMm  isi4f. 
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bortmiQe  «f  iridi  as  committed  againtt  Um^  vnre 
essential  to  true  repentance^  and  were  the  verf 
first  steps  in  real  reUgion. 

I  then  stopped^  and  said  to  hinii  ^^  I  bope  I 
make  myself  understood/' 

'^  Ptorfiectly;'  replied  the  prisoner:  ''  I  kaow 
myself  to  be  a  sinner:  we  come  into  tbe  world 
i&nners/* 

This  observation  was  made  in  a  civil  ratlier 
tbari  a  serious  tone,  and  gave  me  little  bope 
tbat  he  deeply  felt  tbe  acknowledgment  he  so 
readUy  made. 

I  then  went  on  to  state  to  bim  tbe  stupen*- 
doua  k>ve  of  God  to  man  in  giving  Inm  a  Sa^ 
vioittr  to  deliver  him  tram  tbe  wrath  to  come. 
I  dw^  on  the  incaimation,  life,  and  death  ef 
Jbros  Christ;  and  especially  on  bis  agony  hi 
tbe  garden,  and  his  igsvoiHinions  and  most  bittee 
death  on  tbe  cross.  I  then  spoke  of  his  peison, 
hie  mediatorial  ehttraotev,  and  bis  atowment 
andsatisfiictionnMKleto^Gddforsm.  ''Themiy 
of  mercy,'  I  eontiauedy  ^^  is^  tbut  opened.  God 
is  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  nnto  himself^ 
fialrdon  and  justification  are. freely  offered  to 
every  penitent ;  and  tbe  sanctifying  influenees 
of  tbe  Holy  Spirit  are  promised  to  all  that  duly 
sedc  them,  to  enlighten,  renew,  and  ptfrify 
the  heart.  This  bemg  then  tbe  perilous  state 
of  man  as  a  transgressor,  and  this  the  mer^ 
of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  let  me  beseech  you  to 
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confess  and  forsake  yoar  sids^  and  seek  humbly 
to  God  for  salvation." 

He  said  he  wished  to  do  this^  and  asked  how 
these  blessings  of  pardon  and  grace  were  to  be 
obtained. 

I  confess,  though  this  inquiry  was  not  made 
with  much  earnestness,  a  hope  did  at  the  mo- 
ment arise  in  my  mind  that  some  benefit  would 
attend  our  intemew. 

^^  This  is  the  very  point,"  I  instantly  replied, 
"  to  which  I  beg  your  most  earnest  regard.**  He 
was  evidently  listening  with  attention,  and  I 
proceeded.  ''  All  the  blessings  of  the  Goispel 
are  most  freely  proposed  to  every  penitent. 
True  contrition  of  soul  for  sin,  and  an  humble 
fiuth  in  Jesus  Christ,  are  the  only  dispositions 
of  mind  necessary  for  obtaining  mercy;  these 
dispositions  proving  themselves  to  be  sincere, 
as  they  will  certainly  do,  by  every  work  meet 
Jar  repentance.  If  you,  like  the  repenting 
Prodigal,  say,  /  will  arise ^  and  go  to  my  Fa-- 
ther,  and  will  say  unto  him,  Father,  I  have 
sinned  against  heaven,  and  before  thee;  God 
will  not  reject  your  prayer.  A  broken  and  a 
contrite  heart  he  will  not  despise.** 

I  waited  with  anxiety  for  his  answer.  He 
Ireplied,  with  a  degree  of  indifference  mingled 
with  confidence,  without  the  least  shadow  of 
real  contrition,  which  at  oncadisappointed  the 
hope  his  question  had  excited,  "  I  have  con- 
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fessed  my  sins  before  God,  and  I  hope  in  his 
mercy." 

"  This  merely  cursory  acknowledgment  of 
sin,"  I  replied,  •^  is  totally  distinct  from  trae 
repentance.  The  heart  must  be  affected,  the 
judgment  convinced,  the  conscience  alarmed, 
and  the  whole  soul  filled  with  sorrow  and  com- 
punction. There  must  be  a  hungering  and 
thirsting  after  salvation,  from  a  deep  and  abid- 
ing sense  of  our  guilt  and  condemnation.  To 
imagine  this  general  confession  of  sin,  and  this 
general  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God,  to  amount 
to  Christian  repentance  and  faith,  is  a  gross 
and  ruinous  error.  The  Scripture  speaks  of 
an  heart  of  stone  being  taken  out  of  our  flesh, 
and  an  heart  of  flesh  being  bestowed.  There 
must  be  an  entire  change  of  heart,  a  new  and 
spiritual  life,  a  genuine  and  humble  sorrow  for 
every  sin,  before  we  can  have  the  least  hope  that 
we  are  in  the  way  of  salvation. 

The  gentleman  who  accompanied  me  in  my 
visit,  here  asked  him,  ^^  Do  you  feel  this  earnest 
desire  for  grace  and  pardon,  and  this  sense  of 
your  need  of  a  Saviour,  which  has  been  pointed 
out  to  you?" 

^'  I  confess  my  sins,"  said  the  unhappy  man, 
in  the  calm  and  unfeeling  tone  which  he  gene- 
rally preserved;  ^^  but  I  cannot  say  I  feel  that 
sorrow  you  describe,  nor  that  earnest  hungering 
of  mind  after  salvation." 

VOL.  II.  o 
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I  then  resumed  the  subject,  and  endeavour- 
ed urgently  to  impress  on  him  the  nature  and 
importance  of  a  broken  state  of  heart;  but  per- 
cdving  him  still  to  remain  unmoved,  I  suddenly 
stopped  the  conversation,  and,  looking  him 
seriously  in  the  face,  said,  "  I  can  go  on  no 
further.  Till  there  be  some  impression  on  your 
heart,  some  relenting,  some  desire  after  a 
Saviour,  some  conviction  of  t^e  need  of  religious 
contrition,  all  I  can  say  will  be  in  vain.  Will 
you  permit  me,  before  I  proceed,  to  implore  that 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  can  alone  soften 
and  renew  the  human  mind?" 

He  complied  with  great  readiness,  or  rather 
civiUty;  for  his  manner  was  mild,  and  not  at 
all  resembling  the  ferocity  or  coarseness  of  the 
ruffian;  and  gave  an  audible,  though  tame, 
assent,  to  most  of  the  petitions  I  offered,  say* 
ing,  "  Amen,'*  "  God  grant  it!"  or  expressions 
to  that  purpose. 

When  the  prayer  was  finished,  I  said,  "  You 
see,  the  object  I  have  been  praying  for  is  the 
very  same  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
urge  you  to  seek;  a  contrite  spirit,  a  deep  ap- 
prehension of  your  totally  wrong  state  of  heart. 
Let  me  again  press  you  most  affectionately  to 
enter  on  this  important  duty.  Consider  the 
all-seeing  eye  of  God.  He  is  now  present  in 
this  cell.  By  him  we  breathe  every  instaot. 
It  is  as  vain  as  it  is  wicked,  to  attempt  to  de- 
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ceive  hira.  Before  his  eyes  eveiy  thought  of 
your  breast  is  naked  and  open.  No  secret  of 
your  heart  can  escape  his  view.  You  may  pos*- 
sibly  give  me  a  false  impression  of  your  chaj" 
racter;  but,  remember,  God  is  not  mocked. 
And,  O!  what  will  be  the  misery  you  will 
endure,  if  you  rush  into  his  holy  presence  in  ah 
impenitent  state!  How  unspeakably  solemn  ik 
eternity!  Never^-ending  duration!  When  miU 
lions  of  years  have  rolled  by,  this  eternity  will 
fitretch  itself  infinitely  beyond!  Who  can  con- 
ceive the  full  horror  of  final  perdition !  Of  being 
for  ever  shut  out  from  the  presence  of  God,  ex- 
cluded from  all  hope,  filled  with  all  the  iniset^y 
which  infinite  justice  and  infinite  power  can  in^ 
flict;  and  that  without  alleviatioh!  And  ho# 
soon/*  continued  I,  my  mind  gradually  advert- 
ing to  his  last  most  horrid  crime,  though  I  did 
liot  yet  expressly  refer  to  it,  "  will  this  over- 
il'helnliRg  scene  burst  upon  you !  A  few  swift 
hours,  and  the  curtain  will  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  eye  of  God  will  dart  the  fierce  blaze  of  truth 
through  your  trembling  soul !  Every  vain 
ejccuse,  and  all  your  pretensions  to  repentance, 
will  then  vanish,  as  the  passing  cloud  is  dis- 
persed by  the  meridian  sun.  You  will  then  be 
made  to  see  the  justice  of  your  final  sentence ; 
and  eternal  regret  and  self-reproach  will  suc- 
ceed to  the  present  moment  of  delusion  and 
dbduracy.     Fly,  then,  ere  it  be  too  late,  to  the 
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mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ!  He  is  now 
ready  to  forgive.  He  is  now  willing  to  pardon. 
He  invites  you  to  repentance.  His  Holy  Spirit 
is  still  promised  to  all  that  ask  Him.  Now  is 
the  accepted  time;  now  is  the  day  of  salvation!*' 

I  am  sure  every  reader  will  shudder,  when 
I  relate,  that  the  prisoner  replied  to  all  this, 
with  perfect  apathy,  "  True,  Sir :  we  none  of 
us  know  what  will  take  place  after  death."" 

'^  None  of  us  know !"  I  exclaimed,  almost 
interrupting  him.  '^  We  know,  indeed,  nothing 
of  a  future  world,  except  from  the  Bible;  but 
this  book,**  I  continued,  putting  my  hand  upon 
the  Bible  which  was  upon  the  bench  before 
him,  ^^  reveals  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  the  bar  of  God,  heaven  and  hell, 
and  the  grounds  of  the  future  judgment.  Nor 
can  there  be  any  more  doubt  of  the  certainty 
of  your  eternal  condemnation,  if  you  repent 
not,  than  thei-e  is  that  I  am  now  sitting  on  this 
bench  and  talking  with  you.** 

I  now  began  to  be  struck  with  horror  at  his 
state  of  mind.  I  perceived  too  clearly,  that, 
though  he  professed  to  believe  the  Bible,  he 
was  in  fact  under  the  influence  of  "  an  evil  heart 
of  unbelief,'*  which  led  him  to  overlook  or  dis- 
regard all  the  particular  truths  which  the  Bible 
contains.  The  tranquillity  of  his  manner,  and 
the  indifference  with  which  he  received  what 
was  said,   only  increased  the  dejection  of  my 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOHN    BBLLINGHAM.  197 

mind.  I  sat  looking  npon  him^  for  a  moment, 
with  astonishment  and  grief,  scarcely  knowing 
how  to  proceed,  when  the  friend  who  was  with 
me  took  a  letter  fi^m  his  pocket,  which,  he  ob- 
served, the  late  lamented  Cliancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  written  just  before  his  death,  and 
which  he  wished  to  read.  He  first,  however, 
endeavoured  to  convince  the  prisoner  of  the 
atrocity  of  his  last  dreadful  crime,  on  the 
ground  of  his  never  having  received  any  per- 
sonal offence  from  Mr.  Perceval,  and  also  of 
the  probability  of  the  minister  having  never 
known  his  real  case;  as  he  could  not  prove  that 
he  had  ever  seen  his  papers,  which  bad  con- 
fessedly been  transmitted  to  the  office  of  a  differ- 
ent minister. 

The  criminal  hesitated,  for  a  moment  or 
two,  at  this  remark,  and  then  said,  ^^  O,  he  must 
have  known  of  it.'* 

My  friend  then  observed,  that,  allowing  that 
Mr.  Perceval  had  known  his  case,  it  was  still 
veiy  possible  that,  with  the  utmost  disposition 
to  serve  him,  be  might  find  it  impossible  or  im- 
proper to  accede  to  his  request.  To  illustrate 
this,  he  read  a  note  of  Mr.  Perceval,  saying, 
that  it  was  addressed  to  an  humble  journeyman 
printer,  who  had  formerly  been  at  sea,  and 
who  had  submitted  to  him  a  plan  for  man- 
ning the  navy  without  having  recourse  to  the 
impress  sei-vice.    Mr.  Perceval,  on  receiving  his 
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ppplicatioD,  bad  sent  for  him;  and,  finding  that 
he  had  a  wife  and  three  children,  and  that  he 
bore  a  good  character,  be  engaged  to  pay  for 
the  schooling  of  the  third  child  (the  two  others 
being  in  the  Royal  Military  School),  and  to 
allow  twenty  pounds  a  year  towards  the  child's 
board  and  clothes.    The  letter  was  as  follows : 

Sir, 

I  send  you  a  draft  to  discharge  the 
foltowing  items: 

Bill  for  boy's  schooling 1     2    6 

Quarterly  allowance 5    0    0 

Extra  payment  on  account  of  wife's  ill- 
ness, 4:c.,  and  towards  defraying  any 
debts  thereby  incurred 5    0    0 

£U     ^    6 

/  received  your  letter  to  which  you  refer; 
and  if  I  had  found  any  means  of  complying 
with  the  request  contained  in  it,  I  would  have 
answered  it;  hut  that  was  not  the  case.  I 
should  hope,  that  if  I  do  not  comply  with  any 
such  request,  you  have  sufficient  proof  that  my 
non-compliance  is  not  owing  to  a  disinclination 
to  serve  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Four  humble  Servant, 
Downing  Street,  Sp.  Perceval. 

April  27th,  1812. 

To  Mr.  Dickenson;, 
No.  3,  Princes  Court,  Drury  Lane. 
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The  wretched  culprit  took  the  note  into  hU 
hand;  and^  having  observed  the  writing  and 
ingnature,  said,  in  the  most  chilling  tone^ 
"  This  was  very  kind,  to  be  snre  1** 

I  thought  it  now  proper,  as  every  other 
mode  of  address  had  failed,  and  his  last  direful 
crime  had  been  introduced,  to  turn  the  conver* 
sation  towards  it;  and  as  I  found  he  spoke  on 
the  subject  with  the  same  calm  indifference  and 
monstrous  apathy  as  on  the  general  topics  of 
religion,  I  conceived  I  could  not  begin  with 
any  thing  more  calculated  to  soften  him,  than 
a  most  interesting  and  affecting  circumstance 
with  which  I  had  been  furnished  the  moment 
before  I  went  to  the  prison.  I  accordingly 
told  him  I  had  an  anecdote  to  relate  to  him^ 
which  was  sufficient,  I  thought,  to  melt  a 
heart  of  stone;  and  then  read  to  him  a  letter^ 
stating,  that  the  afflicted  Mrs.  Perceval,  with 
her  orphan  children,  had  knelt  round  the  corpse 
of  her  murdered  husband,  and  had  put  up  ear*^ 
nest  prayers  to  God  for  his  murderer.  "  Thus," 
said  I,  '^  while  you,  on  a  mere  presumption  of 
injury  in  your  own  mind,  have  assassinated  a 
roan  who  had  never  personally  injured  you, 
and  whose  amiable  and  benevolent  character 
you  cannot  but  acknowledge,  his  widowed  part- 
ner, whose  injuries  from  you  are  incalculably 
greater  than  any  you  can  even  pretend  to  have 
received  from   Mr.  Perceval,    has,  in  all  the 
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poignancy  of  her  anguish,  been  offering  up 
prayers  to  God  on  your  behalf." 

As  I  was  standing  up  to  read  the  letter  by  a 
dimly  burning  candle  against  the  wall  of  the 
cell,  my  friend  took  particular  notice  of  the 
murderer's  countenance,  and  distinctly  observed, 
that^  on  hearing  this  touching  account,  he  hung 
down  his  head  for  an  Instant  (for  he  had  before 
been  stedfastly  looking  at  us),  as  though  he  was 
much  affected.  He  soon,  however,  resumed 
his  former  attitude,  and  said,  as  one  recoUect^ 
ing  himself,  *'  This  was  a  Christian  spirit!  She 
must  be  a  good  woman.  Her  conduct  was 
more  like  a  Christian's  than  ray  own,  certainly." 

I  cannot  doubt  that,  though  this  answer  was 
made  nearly  in  his  usual  manner,  and  was  in 
itself  a  proof  of  a  deplorable  impenitence,  he 
was  still  at  this  instant  convinced  in  his  con- 
science of  the  abominable  nature  of  his  crime, 
and  found  some  difficulty  in  suppressing  the 
voice  of  truth. 

I  immediatdy  went  on  to  urge  him  on  the 
point;  and,  being  now  convinced  that  he  could 
not  be  considered  as  insane,  replied  to  an 
observation,  that  his  circumstances  were  pe* 
culiar;  '^  Of  your  peculiar  circumstances  I 
kjnow  nothing;  but  if  I  were  to  allow  you  all 
you  wish,  that  you  were  injured  in  the  most  ag- 
gravated manner,  still,  can  that  warrant,  in 
any  degree,  an  act  of  blood?    Can  that  justify 
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you  in  taking  what  yon  are  pleased  to  call  just 
tice  into  your  own  bands ;  and^  on  your  own 
private  opinion,  without  inquiry,  without  trial, 
without  judge  or  juiy,  without  one  form  of 
law  to  hurry  a  feliow-ereature,  one  who  never 
offered  you  any  offence,  without  a  moment's 
time  for  reflection  or  prayer,  into  eternity,  by 
the  treacherous  blow  of  an  assassin?  For  Mr. 
Perceval,*"  I  added,  '^  died,  I  believe,  almost 
immediately/* 

"  Yes,'*  he  answered,  with  an  apathy  which 
chilled  my  frame,  as  if  he  were  giving  me  a 
species  of  information  in  which  he  had  no 
especial  concern ;  '^  he  lived  but  a  few  minutes.*' 

Astonished  as  I  was,  and  even  terrified,  at 
the  unexampled  obduracy  and  impenitence  of 
the  man's  heart,  I  proceeded  as  well  as  I  was 
able  to  ask  him,  whether  he  thought  he  could 
make  any  reparation  to  society  for  the  daring 
violation  of  its  mpst  sacred  bonds?  whether  he 
could  justify  himself  to  the  nation,  which  he 
bad  filled  with  horror,  and  consternation,  and 
grief?  Could  he  even  excuse  to  his  own  con- 
science an  enormity  which  even  heathens  held 
in  detestation;  an  act  which  at  once  destroyed 
all  the  security  of  our  ordinary  intercourse  in 
society,  and  which  armed  every  one  against  his 
fellow  r 

He  absurdly  replied,  that  he  was  refused 
justice. 
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I  had  now  almost  despaired  of  prodacing 
any  impression,  but  I  still  went  on.  ^^  Can 
your  opinion  of  justice  being  refused  you, 
warrant  your  becoming  the  judge  and  execu- 
tioner in  your  own  cause?  Was  your  view  of 
your  own  case  to  be  considered  as  infallible? 
Or,  supposing  your  opinion  correct,  still  can 
any  provocation  whatever  palliate  the  foulest 
and  most  dreadful  of  all  social  enormities,  the 
taking  away  the  life  of  another?  Would  you 
have  justified  any  one  who,  on  the  pretence  of 
an  affi*ont,  should  have  dared  to  have  planted 
a  dagger  in  the  bosom  of  your  wife  or 
child?  Or,  supposing  you  had  yourself  been 
in  Mr.  Percevars  situation,  the  prime  minister 
oi  the  realm,  with  all  the  private  and  public 
virtues  of  that  excellent  statesman;  supposing 
further,  what  must  be  the  case  with  every 
minister,  that  you  were  surrounded  with  peti^ 
tioners,  whose  cases  it  was  absolutely  impos* 
sible  for  you  folly  to  investigate,  and  who  were 
all  equally  positive  in  their  claims;  and  that, 
in  addition  to  this,  you  had  of  course  all  the 
weighty  concerns  of  the  empire  pressing  upon 
you;  1  ask,  what  should  you  have  thought  of  a 
petitioner,  merely  because  he  had  been  disap- 
pointed in  his  application,  imagining  himself, 
a  private  individual,  justified  in  assassinating 
yoo^  the  chief  minister  of  the  crown,  incapable 
of  intending  him  the  smallest  evil,  and,  at  the 
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very  worst;  only  mistaken  in  your  judgment, 
whilst  in  every  other  act  of  your  life  you  were 
exemplary  and  benevolent?" 

I  here  waited  for  a  reply.  The  prisoner  ap- 
peai-ed  unable  to  answer ;  and  I  feel  persuaded 
that  he  was  at  this  juncture,  not  only  convinced 
of  his  guilt,  but  in  some  degree  moved.  His 
eyes  were  filling  with  tears.  But,  unhappily, 
the  few  replies  he  made,  were,  in  opposition  to 
the  iocipient  convictions  of  his  mind,  of  the 
same  character  as  before. 

I  pix)ceeded  to  say,  that  he  must  be  aware> 
that  in  society,  taking  men  as  they  are,  there 
were  many,   and  always  must  be,   who  were 
either  oppressed,  or  fancied  themselves  to  be 
so;  but  that  every  man  in  society  gave  up  a 
part  of   what  he  might  consider  his  natural 
rights,  and  covenanted  to  be  governed  by  the 
laws  which  protected  him;    and  that  a  man 
who  violated  these  laws  by  assassination  was  a 
pest,  and  a  monster  among  men.    ^'  As  to  the 
persuasion,'*   I  added,  "  you  had  wrought  up 
yourself  to,  that  you  were  justified  by  your 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  horrid  deed,  suraly 
you  must  know,   that  men  perpetually  main- 
tain the  most  pernicious  sentiments  with  the 
greatest  apparent  sincerity.     Indeed,   any  re- 
flecting man  would  hesitate  upon  a  point  where 
he  stood:    absolutely    alone^    I  am  sure  if  I 
held  a  sentiment  upon  any  moral  subject,  of 
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which  all  of  course  could  judge  as  well  as  my- 
self, and  if  the  whole  kingdom,  eveiy  good 
man,  every  wise  man,  every  religious  man, 
united  in  condemning  it,  and  condemning  it 
with  detestation,  it  would  at  once  lead  me  to 
distrust  both  my  judgment  and  my  motives. 
Now,  the  whole  kingdom  is  filled  with  abhor- 
rence at  this  deed.  They  do  not  so  much  in- 
quire about  your  wrongs;  there  may  or  may 
not  be  ground  for  them ;  but  they  shudder  at 
it,  as  at  one  of  the  very  foulest  crimes  which 
has  ever  disgraced  our  national  character:  and 
yet  you  are  the  man  who  alone  is  insensible  of 
its  enormity r 

He  was  silent  for  a  moment,  and  then  said, 
turning  aside  to  a  totally  distinct  topic,  and 
yet  Mrith  the  air  of  a  man  who  was  meeting  all 
my  arguments,  "  I  have  confessed  my  sins  be- 
fore God,  and  trust  to  a  general  amnesty  of 
them." 

I  had  already  endeavoured  to  expose  this 
miserable  pretence,  and  really  trembled  at  the 
perversion  and  blindness  which  could  advance 
it  a  second  time.  I  replied,  however,  instantly, 
"  This  is  the  very  deceit  which  is  hardening 
your  heart,  and  sealing  your  ruin  to  eternity. 
What!  does  sin  require  only  this  general  ac- 
knowledgment? And  does  the  guilt  of  blood 
demand  no  more  compunction  than  this  ?  Does 
this  perfunctory  manner  of   talking  give  the 
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slightest  evidence  of  a  sense  of  the  dreadful  and 
horrid  nature  of  your  transgression?  Does  it 
afford  any  proof  of  a  change  of  mind,  of  a 
separation  in  judgment  and  affection  from  sin, 
and  of  a  desire  to  escape  its  fatal  consequences? 
To  talk  in  this  way,  is  merely  standing  out 
against  conviction,  and  presuming  on  that  mercy 
of  God  which  is  only  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
which  will  never  save  any  who  do  not  heartily 
and  sincerely  repent." 

"  When  David,"  I  continued^  "  committed 
the  dreadful  crimes  of  adultery  and  murder, 
was  he  satisfied  with  a  cursory  confession  of 
sin,  and  a  trust  in  what  you  call  a  general 
amnesty  ?  Was  not  his  whole  heart  transfixed 
with  sorrow  ?  Did  he  not  make  every  repara* 
tion  to  society  in  his  power,  by  a  public  con- 
fession of  his  guilt,  in  the  fifty-first  Psalm? 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  the  uniform  sincerity 
of  his  preceding  and  following  days,  did  not  the 
judgments  of  God  continue  to  pursue  him  to 
the  very  borders  of  the  grave;  and  is  he  not 
set  up  in  the  church  as  a  beacon  to  warn  men 
in  every  age?" 

"  And  yet,"  interrupted  the  prisoner,  with 
the  same  petrifying  unconcern,  and  yet  with 
an  acuteness  of  mind  which  only  served  to  per- 
vert the  knowledge  of  Scripture  which  he  pos- 
sessed, "  Christ  sprang  from  that  issue!" 

Such  an  evasion,  at  such  a  time,  and  ut- 
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tered  with  the  same  tame  and  cml  tone  as  be* 
fore,  appalled  my  hearty  and  for  the  moment 
quite  balSied  me.  As  soon  as  I  could  recover 
myself  I  answered,  '^  This  was  after  David  bad 
repented  and  foraaken  his  sin,  and  arose  purely 
from  the  mercy  of  God,  in  order  to  show  that 
Christ  was  to  be  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  by 
springing  from  sinners/' 

He  then  said,  that  no  man  could  know  all 
his  sins ;  and  that,  therefore,  a  general  confes-* 
sion  was  all  that  any  one  could  make. 

"  No  one,  it  is  true,"  I  replied,  "  can  under- 
stand all  his  errors ;  but  cannot,  and  does  not, 
every  man  know  his  prominent  and  flagrant 
crimes?  And  ought  not  the  guilt  of  murder 
to  sink  deep  into  the  soul,  and  pierce  it  with 
sorrow  and  contrition?  Whereas  by  this  gene- 
ral way  of  confessing  your  sins,  the  fact  is,  you 
confess  none. 

"  Can  you  now,"  I  continued,  endeavouring 
once  more  to  reach  his  conscience,  '*  possibly 
imagine  that  you  are  justified,  in  the  sight  of 
God,  in  this  act?" 

He  acknowledged  that  he  was  not.  "  To 
stand  before  God,"  said  he,  "  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  standing  before  men;  and  the  Scrip* 
ture  says.  Thou  shalt  do  no  mwrderr 

"  How  infatuated,  then,  must  you  be,"  I 
rejoined,  '^  that,  acknowledging,  as  you  do, 
that  your  act  is  a  crime  in  the  sight  of  God, 
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you  are  yet  insensible  of  its  atrocity,  and  are 
practically  justifying  yourself  on  the  account 
of  it." 

Here  he  was  silent.  I  thought  I  had  ex- 
hausted his  attention;  for  his  erect  position 
was  painful  to  him,  on  account  of  his  heavy 
irons;  and  said  to  him,  "  Perhaps  I  weary  you 
too  much,  by  my  long  conversation  ?"  "  By 
no  means,**  he  answered,  with  the  mildness 
which  never  forsook  him :  "  what  can  be  more 
agreeable  to  me?  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
could  stay  with  me  the  whole  night,'* 

He  then  began  to  recur  to  his  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, and  observed,  amongst  other 
things,  that  he  had  been  long  in  making  up  his 
mind  to  the  deed,  and  that  he  was  as  sorry  as 
any  man  could  be,  for  Mrs.  Perceval  and  the 
family. 

"  It  seems  to  me,*'  I  answered,  "  that  you 
have  been  allowing  your  mind  to  brood  over 
your  ima^ned  injuries  so  long,  that  you  have 
really  quite  blinded  your  judgment,  and  hard- 
ened your  heart,  and  at  length  brought  your- 
self to  trample  on  all  the  checks  of  conscience, 
the  plainest  duties  of  morality,  the  first  precepts 
of  religion,  and  the  most  positive  laws  of  your 
country.  And  thus,  instead  of  submitting  to 
your  difficulties  with  patience,  as  inflicted  by 
the  providence  of  God,  and  confining  yourself 
to  lawful  and  peaceable  means  for  your  relief, 
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you  have,  by  degrees,  brought  yourself  fii-st 
to  commit,  and  then  to  justify,  this  horrible 
deed. 

"  And  now,'*  I  proceeded,  "  perilous  be- 
yond all  description  is  your  state.  Let  me 
again  and  again  entreat  you  to  confess  and 
forsake  your  sins ;  to  make  a  full  and  ingenuous 
acknowledgment  of  them ;  to  fly  humbly  to  the 
mercy  of  God  in  Jesns  Christ  for  pardon ;  to 
repair  your  crime  to  the  community  in  every 
way  in  your  power;  and  to  spend  the  few  re- 
maining moments  of  life  in  escaping  from  the 
wrath  to  come.** 

As  he  made  no  reply,  I  went  on  as  well  as 
I  was  able;   for  I  was   by  this  time  almost 
spent  with  perturbation   of  mind  and  fatigue. 
^'  Soon  I  must  again  meet  you  at  the  bar  of 
God.     I  speak  to  you,  therefore,  as  one  that 
must  give  account.     I  beseech  you,  then,  at 
this  eleventh  hour,  to  repent.     It  will  soon  be 
too  lute.    Listen  not  to  the  pride  of  your  heart, 
which  would  persuade  you  to  persist  in  deny- 
ing or  extenuating  the  crime  you  have  per- 
petrated.   Do  not,  O!  do  not  stifle  the  con- 
victions of   truth   in    your    conscience.      Re- 
member, Satan  is  now  endeavouring,  by  every 
device,  to  persuade  you  to  harden  your  heart, 
lest  you  should  believe  and  be  saved.    Soon 
will  the  hour  of  mercy  be  past,  and  the  awful 
punishment   of  a  righteous   God   for  sin  light 
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upon  you,  O,  who  can  conceive  the  tovmentf^ 
of  a  futui'e  state  of  woe!  Even  in  this  lifc^ 
some  individuals  have  been  known  to  suffer 
such  horrors  from  an  accusing  conscience,  when 
God  has  been  pleased  to  let  some  measure  of 
his  wmth  rest  upon  them,  that  they  have  be- 
come a  terror  to  themselves.  But  what  is  this 
to  the  full  measure  of  God's  indignation  in  the 
world  to  come!" 

In  answer  to  this,  he  observed,  for  the  third 
time,  and  with  the  same  most  deplorable  apathy, 
"  I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God !" 

"  This  unmeaning  trust  in  the  mercy  of 
God,"  said  1,  with  a  degree  of  warmth  which 
I  could  not  avoid  feeling,  and  which  I  did  not 
wish  to  conceal,  "  while  it  is  unconnected  with 
genuine  penitence  for  sin,  and  real  faith  in  the 
atonement  of  Christ,  is  in  no  way  a  religious 
feeling.  It  is  a  merely  natural,  mechanical  re- 
source of  a  man  in  your  circumstances,  who  is 
within  a  few  hours  of  eternity,  and  therefore 
endeavours  to  quiet  his  conscience  with  this 
vain  and  presumptuous  and  unscriptural  reliance 
on  the  mercy  of  God.  Even  the  thief  upon 
the  cross,  when  in  deep  penitence  he  prayed 
onto  Christ  to  be  remembei*ed  when  he  came 
into  his  kingdom,  even  he,  suspended  as  he 
actually  was  upon  the  cross,  proved  the  sincerity 
of  his  contrition  by  distinctly  acknowledging 
the  justice  of  the  sentence  by  which  he  suffered, 
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by  checking  the  presumption  of  the  other  male* 
factor^  and  by  justifying  the  character  of  the 
suffering  Saviour.  The  Evangelist  informs  us^ 
he  rebuked  the  other  male&ctor^  who  was  rul- 
ing upon  Christ,  and  said.  Dost  thou  not  feat 
God,  seeing  thou  art  in  the  same  condemnation  f 
and  we  indeed  justly ;  for  we  receive  the  due  re- 
ward  of  our  deeds;  but  this  man  hath  done 
nothing  amiss '/' 

"  Let  me  ask  you,**  I  proceeded,  "  have 
you  never  observed  cases  of  dreadful  moral  in* 
sensibility  ?  Cases  of  men  who  by  one  course 
of  profligacy  or  another  have  brought  on  them- 
selves a  total  moral  hardness  of  minds  so  that 
they  became  almost  prodi^es  of  wickedness 
and  obduracy,  and  appeared  to  be  not  at  all 
concerned  about  their  own  state  and  character, 
while  all  around  them  were  shocked  at  their 
depravity,  and  perceived  too  clearly  that  they 
were  blinded  by  sin  T 

'^  Undoubtedly,**  said  he,  not  at  all  exas^ 
rated  at  the  warmth  I  might  have  manifested : 
''  such  cases  are  too  common/' 

^^  Let  me  beseech  you  then  to  consid^,**  I 
replied,  ^'  whether  this  is  not  your  state.  The 
whole  land  shaketh  at  your  crime,  and  yet  you 
i^main  unmoved  and  insensible.  This  is  the 
most    fearful    of  all    conditions  of  heart/* — 

•  Luke,  xxiii.  40,  41. 
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^'  Sorely/    I  went    on,    '^  yott  remember  the 
UMo^y  of  St.  Pauir* 

He  said,  «  P^irfectly/' 

"  Now  St.  Paul,  before  bis  conversioii, 
verity  thought  with  himse^  that  he  ought  to  do 
imany  things  eontrary  to  the  name  of  Jesus  of 
Na%areth.  He  was  m  sineere  in  h»  oondaol 
as  it  is  possible  for  any  man  to  have  been. 
And  yet  trhen  he  became  traly  penitent,  this 
very  part  of  his  former  life  formed  in  hie  judg- 
ment the  peculiar  aggravation  of  his  guHt  be* 
fore  God  " 

Here  the  appearance  of  the  keeper  of  the 
prison  interrapted  our  conversation.  Indeed, 
it  had  now  continued  two  hours,  and  tbecri^ 
m&nal  was  evidently  exhausted.  He  was  stitt 
amtious  for  me  to  continue  my  visit;  but  ray 
oilier  duties  making  that  impos^le,  the  genh 
tieman  who  was  witlh  me  was  kind  enough  to 
stay  with  him  for  some  time  longer. 

The  prisoner  then  reclined  on  his  bed  in  Uie 
ansiest  position  his  chains  would  allow  of»  and 
my  friend  read  to  him  the  61st  Psalm. 

He  afterwards  asked  him,  wiietber  he  had 
i^oeived  a  religious  education,  and  whether 
his  parents  were  pious  persons  ? 

He  said,  tbait  his  father  died  when  he  wa» 
yauDg;  but  his  mother  was  a  very  fioas  womaa* 
Ax  the  mention  of  her  name  he^  was  sensibly 
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affected:  he  wept    He  added,  that  his  mother* 
was  a  truly  good  woman,  and  that  her  dying 
words  were,  that  she  wished  to  meet  him  in 
heaven. 

He  was  greatly  moved  when  he  gave  this 
account.  My  friend  went  on  to  inquire  of 
him,  whether  he  had  ever  had  any  real  con- 
cern for  his  own  spiritual  welfare? 

He  replied,  that  in  his  youth,  many  years 
back,  he  was  acquainted,  in  London,  with 
a  pious  young  man,  and,  for  a  short  time,  was 
under  good  impressions;  but  when  he  left 
London,  and  mixed  with  other  company,  they 
wore  off. 

My  friend  now  left  him,  with  a  promise 
of  returning  again  after  a  few  hours;  and 
could  not  help  hoping,  that,  dreadful  as  his* 
state  of  mind  was,  he  was  still,  on  the  whole, 
in  a  somewhat  better  disposition  than  at  his 
morning  conversation  with  the  benevotent  Mem* 
her  of  Parliament,  at  which  he  was  present, 
and  to  which  I  have  already  inferred. 

He  rq>eated  his  visit  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  and  twelve  the  same  night.  The  cri- 
minal, however,  had  by  that  time  unhappily 
lost  every  incipient  impression  he  might  have 
felt,  and  seemed  to  be,  if  possible,  more  in- 
sensible of  the  danger  of  his  state  before  God, 
and  more  disposed  to  arfue  every  point,  rather 
than  receive  instruction. 
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When  the  way  of  salvation^  by  repentance, 
and  faith  in  Jesns  Christ,  was  again  pressed 
upon  him,  he  said,  *^  Well,  but  if  salvation  can 
only  be  obtained  in  this  way,  what  is  to  be- 
come of  the  heathen  world ?^ 

My  friend  replied,  that  it  was  not  revealed 
to  us  in  what  way  the  redemption  of  Christ 
was  to  be  applied  to  them;  and  he  quoted  the 
second  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 
and  begged  him  to  direct  his  thoughts  to  the 
Christian  dispensation,  and  to  himself. 

Tbie  criminal  then  observed,  with  the  same 
monstrous  unconcern  about  himself,  that  all 
good  men  would  be  saved,  let  them  be  Chris- 
tians, Jews,  Turks,  or  Pagans. 

My  friend  replied,  '^  The  question  is,  who 
are  good?" 

''The  15th  Psalm,*"  rejoined  the  prisoner, 
with  that  knowledge  of  the  Scripture  which 
rendered  his  impenitence  yet  more  frightful, 
'^  describes  the  character  of  a  good  man,  the 
real  citizen  of  Zion.**  And  he  took  the  Bible, 
and  read  the  psalm  very  distinctly. 

This  induced  his  benevolent  visitor  to  ques- 
tion him  very  closely  upon  it,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  show  him  how  far  he  had  come  short  of 
that  standard  of  Christian  virtue. 

He  admitted  that  he  did  not  come  up  to  it, 
and  again  spoke  of  the  mercy  of  God  as  all- 
sufficient,  with  the  same  fearless  indifference 
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as  ever.  He  then  proceeded  so  &r  in  justifying 
himself,  as  almost;  to  represent  himself  as  an  in- 
strnment  in  executing  the  justice  of  God. 

My  friend,  shuddering  at  the  blasphemous 
suggestion,  and  wishing,  if  possible,  to  startle 
his  coDScience,  by  pressing  him  to  its  fair  con« 
sequences,  asked  him,  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, Whether  he  could  beliwe  that  he  was  in 
any  measure  under  the  holy  influences  of  the 
S(urit  of  God,  in  an  act  so  horrible  as  murder. 

The  prisoner  hesitated  in  his  reply ;  but  a| 
last  said^  contrary  to  his  usual  temper  of  self* 
vindication.  No,  he  did  not  think  he  was.  The 
Spirit  of  God  was  good,  and  influenced  to  good 
actions.  This  act  was  in  itself  a  bad  act,  and 
contrary  to  the  command,  I'lum  shalt  4»  no 
murder:  therefore  he  could  not  be  under  the 
influence  of  a  good  Spirit.  He  must,  at  that 
time,  be  under  some  supernatural  evil  influence* 

This  admission  was  made  in  the  same  un- 
feeling, indifferent  tone  as  before,  and  was 
even  accompanied  with  an  assertion,  that  he 
was  not  under  any  vindictive  or  malicious  dis- 
position ;  and  my  friend  was  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  leaving  him,  some  time  after  mid^ 
ni^ht,  with  the  sad  reflection,  that  all  bis  en- 
deavours had  been  fruitless ;  and  that  the  cri- 
minal's conscience  seemed  to  be  seared^  as  with 
am  hot  iron. 
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Such  was  oar  eonversatioii  witli  this  wretch- 
ed creature.  A  more  dreadftil  instance  of  d^ 
pravity  aqd  hardness  of  heart  has  surely  newr 
occurred.  We  see  here  a  man  of  some  eduoap- 
tion,  of  good  natural  parts,  cool  and  argwnefr- 
tatnre  in  his  turn  of  mind,  mild  and  pleasmg  in 
his  manners,  and,  as  it  should  appear,  ci  con- 
siderable expertness  in  commercial  affairs;  a 
man  who  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  early  r^ 
ligious  instruction,  who  was  not  unacquainted 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  who  preserved^ 
till  the  day  preceding  his  atrocious  crime,  an 
attention  to  some  external  duties  of  religion. 
We  bdbdd  this  man  commit  an  act  of  blood, 
horrid  almost  beyond  example:  and  this,  not 
under  the  sudden  irritation  of  passion,  but  with 
the  most  cool,  determinate,  and  cautious  malice. 
We  see  him  confide  his  dark  purpose  to  no  one 
associate,  but,  after  a  long  and  desperate  pre- 
paratioB,  wreak  his  vengeance  on  the  first 
minister  of  the  crown,  within  the  very  walls 
of  Parliament,  with  fearless  obstinacy.  We 
then  perceive  that  he  makes  no  attempt  to 
escape  the  provoked  justice  of  his  country,  bnt 
avows  and  defends  his  deed,  devising  to  himself 
a  new  and  terrific  code  of  right  and  wrong, 
and  by  the  weakest  evasion  attempting  to  dis- 
tinguish his  motives  jErom   the  designs  of  an 

p4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


216  CONVKWATION   ViTU 

assassin.  In  fine,  we  afterwards  view  this  de- 
luded criminal,  with  an  inflexible  impenitence, 
stifle  all  the  dictates  of  oooscienoe  and  of  truth, 
and  maintain  to  the  last  an  unnatural  apathy, 
both  as  it  respected  the  outrage  he  had  com- 
mitted against  his  country,  and  the  iniquity 
he  had  done  against  his  God. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  but  be  highly  impor- 
tant to  endeavour  to  trace  some  of  the  stages 
of  his  sin  in  its  progress,  and  to  observe  by 
what  a  process  it  at  length  produced  so  dreadful 
a  resalt. 

The  neglect  of  the  relijg^ous  instruction  <^ 
his  mother,  may  be  considered  in  his  case,  as  it 
undoubtedly  is  in  that  of  thousands,  the  first 
step  which  he  took  in  the  way  of  evil.  *  How 
considerable  the  influence  of  his  mother  origin- 
ally was,  may  be  gathered  from  the  poignaat 
regret  which  the  mention  of  her  name  excited, 
even  after  all  the  obduracy  be  had  manifested 
on  every  other  point.  It  is  certain,  that  §sw 
depart  very  far  from  the  paths  of  rectitude,  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  cherish  any  due  reve- 
rence for  their  parents.  And  we  may  fairly  re- 
gui-d  his  rejection  of  this  sacred  yoke,  as  one 
great  cause  of  his  future  ruin. 

An  obstinate  self-will,  when  romoved  from 
his  mother's  immediate  care,  is  the  next  step 
in  his  career  of  iniquity.     I  find,  that,  at  the 
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age  of  fourteen  ^  be  was  placed  as  an  appren- 
tice with  a  Mr.  Lore,  a  jeweller,  a  man  of 
excellent  character,  in  Wbitechapel.  Here  he 
was  first  very  perverae  and  troublesome ;  and  at 
last  ran  away  from  his  master,  and  went  to  sea 
io  the  Hartwell  Indiaman;  thus  betraying,  in 
his  boyish  years,  that  dreadful  obstinacy  of 
mind  which  hurried  him  on  at  last  to  the  foulest 
of  all  crimes. 

The  resistance  he  offered  to  the  convictions 
of  religion,  which  he  received  when  a  young 
man,  and  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the 
preceding  account,  must  also  be  considered  as 
undoubtedly  contributing  a  most  material  part 
to  the  increasing  influence  of  sin  on  his  mind. 
The  religious  instructions  of  his  first  years  were 
then  recalled  to  his  memoiy,  and  impressed  on 
his  conscience.  But  these  being  opposed  and 
efiaced,  this  voice  of  the  Spirit  neglected  and 
despised,  the  notices  and  remonstrances  of  an 

3  His  father  was  a  land-surveyor  and  miniature  painter; 
his  mother,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  country  gentleman, 
of  St.  NeotSy  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon  They  were 
married  in  1768  or  69,  in  London.  John  was  their  second 
child,  and  was  born  in  London  about  1771.  The  father, 
after  his  birth,  purchased  a  house  at  St.  Neots,  and  resided 
in  it  till  about  1775,  when  he  returned  to  London,  and  lived 
in  Titchfield  Street,  Oxford  Street.  In  1779,  he  discovered 
marks  of  mental  derangement,  and  was  placed  in  St.  Luke's 
Hospital.'  At  the  end  of  a  twelvemonth  he  returned  home 
as  incurable,  and  died  soon  after. 
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aiarmed  comcienee  appeased  and  stored,  wt 
need  not  wonder  at  any  hardness  of  heart  whkh 
followed.  OI  let  all,  and  especially  the  young, 
who  tremble  at  the  case  of  this  assassin,  re- 
member, that  one  cause  of  it  is  to  be  traced 
back  to  the  violence  done  in  early  life  to  the 
dictates  of  truth  in  his  own  breast*  Even 
Bellingham  once  was  concerned  for  his  sonl, 
and  once  seemed  determined  to  escape  tlie 
wrath  Co  come!  Nor  let  them  forget,  that 
similar  convictions^  in  every  other  case  as  wdl 
as  his,  if  they  do  not  issue  in  real  piety  axid 
genuine  penitence,  leave  the  heart  tenfold  more 
oMurate  than  it  was  before. 

In  his  voyage  out  from  England,  I  am  m- 
formed,  he  was  shipwrecked  off  Bonavista,  one 
of  the  Cape  Verd  islands,  and  escaped,  with 
only  one  more,  in  an  open  boat.  Unaflhcted 
witli  tins  deliverance,  on  his  return  to  England 
he  lived  an  unsettled,  and  in  some  instances 
unprincipled,  life  till  about  the  year  1793,  when 
he  persuaded  his  excellent  mother,  from  the 
remnant  of  her  fortune,  which  he  had  chie6y 
exhausted,  to  establish  him  in  a  shop,  as  a 
tradesman,  in  Oxford  Street*  Hei-e  he  not 
only  failed  in  a  very  sliort  time,  but  was  be* 
Beved,  though  it  never  was  l^^ally  proved,  to 
have  set  fire  to  his  own  house.  These  particu- 
lars only  serve  to  throw  still  further  light  on  the 
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anumer  in  wbich  his  dreadful  charaoter  was  at 
length  fully  formed. 

His  adventurous  and  rash  conduct  in  Rusoa 
preseots  us  with  another  stage  in  his  deplorable 
pregwis.  There  is  every  reason  to  conclude^ 
that  his  transactions  here  were  as  suspidous  as 
ttury  are  known  to  have  been  in  the  former  part 
of  his  life.  It  sufficiently  appears^  at  leasts  that 
his  acnteoess  and  dexterity  induced  him  to 
Tonture  wt  hasty  and  unmeasured  schemes  of 
aggraodiaement.  Not  content  with  moderate 
and  quiet  eK^tiona  for  the  maintwance  of  his 
&mily  (for  he  was  now  married  to  a  daughter 
of  a  respectable  merchant  in  Newiy,  to  whom, 
I  understand,  he  has  conducted  himself  with 
personal  kindness  and  affisction),  nothing  would 
satisfy  Um  but  new  and  peculiar  projects,  ia 
wfaich  the  characteristic  inflexibility  of  his 
tamper  naturally  prevailed.  No  Uae  of  con- 
diiofc  can  tend  more  fatally  to  stupify  the  oon«- 
science  than  this  desperate  q»rit.  He  that  is 
not  content  with  safe  and  ordinary  measures  of 
traffic,  but  is  ready  to  ventui'e,  not  only  his  own 
property,  but  perhaps  that  which  is  iiitrusted 
to  htm  by  others,  on  the  slender  hope  of  ex* 
orbitant  gain,  is  in  danger  of  becoming  the  prey 
of  every  turbulent  and  dreadful  passion.  And 
so  many  in  these  days  have  fallen  a  sacrifice, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  temptatioM  of 
this  class,  that  it  seems  peculiarly  important  to 
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hold  out  the  horrible  case  of  Bellmgham  as  a 
warning  of  what  may  possibly  be  the  fatal  issue 
of  sucli  mad  speculations  ^. 

The  natural  consequence  of  the  general  dis* 
positions  of  this  infatuated  man  was,  to  attempt 
to  cast  the  blame  of  the  calamities,  in  which 
he  involved  himself,  upon  others.  This  Is  an- 
other step  in  his  unhappy  course.  Instead  of 
acknowledging  with  candour  his  mercantile 
errors,  and  repairing  them  by  pursuing  ordi- 
nary plans  of  traffic,  he  seems  to  have  bera 
governed  through  life,  and  especially  in  his 
Russian  concerns,  by  his  wretched  obstinacy  of 
mind,  and  to  have  at  last  acquired  a  malig- 
nant habit  of  considering  those  connected  with 
him  to  be  the  causes  of  his  troubles.  This  has 
been  the  tendency  of  human  nature  ever  since 
the  fall.  We  are  too  proud  to  acknowledge  our 
faults.  Like  our  first  parents,  we  prefer  to 
transfer  the  criminality  of  them  on  those  around 
us.  Thus  Bellingham  hardened  his  heart,  per- 
severed in  his  imprudent  and\injust  plans,  and 

4  His  relatives,  I  find,  still  indulge  the  opinion  that  his 
mind  was  unsound  on  his  Russian  afiairs.  I  can  only  obserfe^ 
that  the  long  conversation  I  had  with  him,  which  partly 
turned  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  the  information  1  have 
since  received  of  his  whole  previous  character,  forbid  my 
admitting  a  supposition  which  would  obviously  open  a  door 
to  the  most  dreadful  consequences. 

See  Note,  p.  190. 
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spttmed  the  path  of  humble  and  honest  Indus* 
try.  In  his  case  we  observe^  that  those  to 
whom  he  principally  imputed  blame,  were  the 
persons  entrusted  with  the  government  of  the 
country.  How  unjnst  snch  an  imputation  was, 
is  now  rendered  perfectly  clear  by  the  letter  of 
Lord  L.  Gower.  And  yet  how  common  are 
similar  imputations !  Every  obstacle  thrown  in 
the  way  of  commerce  by  the  artifices  of  the 
enemy,  every  fiaulure  in  harvest  inflicted  by  the 
hand  of  God,  is  now  boldly,  however  unjustly, 
ascribed  to  the  mal-practices  of  ministers. 
By  this  gross  misconception,  in  no  inconsider'* 
able  degree,  has  the .  turbulent  state  of  many 
parts  of  the  country  been  fomented.  How  imr 
portant  a  duty,  then,  is  it,  instead  of  throwing 
the  blame  on  others,  to  take  it,  as  in  most  cases 
we  ought,  to  ourselves,  and  to  maintain,  from  a 
principle  of  conscience,  those  duties  of  obe- 
dient and  loyal  subjects  which  the  Scriptures 
so  imperiously .  enjoin.  This  would  tend  at 
once  to  induce  a  spirit  of  .submission  to  what 
we  suffer,  and  be  the  most  likely  way  of  avert* 
log  the  judgments  c^  God. 

But  to  proceed.  The  dark,  suspicious,  and 
by  this  time  guilty,  mind  of  Bellingham,  seems 
at  last,  after  a  long  train  of  misfortunes,  to 
have  been  absorbed  in  gloomy  meditations  on 
Uie  calamities  which  he  was  too  proud  and  in* 
flexible  to  take  the  best  methods  of  alleviating. 
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Bfooding,  in  dire  dejection^  over  hit  embw* 
rossed  affaini,  he  now  bebdd  att  with  whom  be 
was  concerned,  through  the  distorting  medittm 
of  disappointed  selfishness.  He  seems  to  baTO 
persuaded  himself,  that  every  repvlse  waa  an 
affront,  every  refusal  an  intentional  injory,  and 
every  trouble  the  result  of  injustice.  Stung 
with  self-reproach,  and  infuriated  by  frustrated 
ambition,  every  object  became  tinctured  with 
the  disorder  of  his  own  mind.  His  wrongs 
were,  in  his  ovm  view,  the  greatest  ever  endured. 
His  case  demanded  attention  beyond  all  others* 
His  claims  wanted  only  to  be  known,  to  be 
acknowledged  and  allowed.  He  was  not  a 
man  to  seek  the  advice  or  follow  the  sugges- 
tions  of  a  friend.  *  An  unbending  hanghtinesa 
could  choose  only  its  own  plans,  and,  when 
these  fiuled,  dwell  in  secret  and  fiDreboding 
contemplation  on  its  sorrows. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  these  dark  pasaiona 
were  gathering  strength,  the  religioos  feelinga 
he  had  once  known,  and  his  resistance  to  whiefa, 
when  they  were  most  powerfial,  we  have  already 
noticed,  were  rapidly  lodng  their  remaining  ia- 
flnence  on  his  conscience.  He  appears  to  have 
had  no  view  of  God*8  providence  as  ordering 
the  events  of  human  life ;  no  conception  of  the 
virtues  of  patience  and  submission;  so  imyrea- 
sion  of  the  duty  of  the  forgiveness  of  inynrMS; 
no  reedlection  of  the  great  resonme  to  iliaa  in 
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trouble^  the  tbrooe  of  God.  His  pious  mother 
had  long  foUen  a  victim  to  afflictions  occasioncNl 
chiefly  by  her  unprincipled  child  ^  and  could 
no  longer  present  any  impediments  to  the  full 
tide  of  his  malignant  passicms;  and  as  these 
bore  the  sway,  all  memory  of  Christian  rqpent^ 
ance  and  faith>  of  humility  and  prayer,  of  re*- 
signation  and  hope»  was  obliterated*  Let  this 
part  of  his  progress  in  sin  be  particularly  re- 
marked. Satan  can  drive  no  one  to  desperate 
measures,  while  any  remembrance  of  that  relief 
in  trouble,  that  support  in  affliction,  that  con* 
solation  in  sorrow,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus^  sheds  a  beam  of 
light  across  his  path.  A  practical  disbelief  of 
all  the  fundamental  duties^  resources,  and 
liopes  of  Christianity,  leaves  the  heart  of  man 
unprotected  against  the  assaults  and  temptations 
of  Satan. 

After  a  long  course  of  misfortunes,  operating 
on  a  disposition  so  perverse  and  mfleidble,  and 
unchecked  by  the  laws  of  religion;  aU  his 
schemes  of  relieving  his  circumstances  proving 
abortive,  the  government  of  his  country  of  ne* 
cessity  resisting  his  unfounded  claims,  and  the 
prospect  of  subsisting  longer  by  address  and 
speculation  becoming  daily  more  uncertain,  the 

f  Shs  diod  at  Uverpool,  wtighcd  down  with  trouUt,  ia 
tbe  ycMT  160S. 
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fell  design  of  avenging  his  own  wrongs  may  be 
supposed  to  have  entered  his  breast.    That  be 
at  first  rejected  the  thought  with  abhorrence, 
may  be  easily  credited.    He  told  me,  indeed, 
be  was  a  long  time  in  making  up  his  mind  to 
it.    Such  a  crime  could  not  be  easily  resolved 
on,  even  by  Bellingham.    It  must  have  taken 
BO   little   time  ere  consdence  could  be  quite 
silenced,   ere  the  first  principles  of  humanity 
could  be  extirpated,  and  all  tbe  dictates  of  mo- 
rality and  religion  be  spurned  and  trampled  on. 
It  must  have  been  a  woiii  of  some  time,  to 
have  formed  to  himself  a  false  and  dreadful 
code  of  morals,  in  order  to  justify  to  himself 
the  taking  what  he  called  justice  into  his  own 
hands.     The  excuses  with   which  his  gloomy 
and  acute  mind  would  furnish  him,  could  not 
all  at  once  assume,  even  to  his  view,  the  weight 
and  importance  of  truth.    It  may  be  doubted, 
even  at  last,  strong  as  we  know  a  delusion  may 
become,  whether  he  folly  believed  the  iie^  <m 
which  he  professed  to  repose.    I  feel  assured 
that  he  was  convinced  in  his  conscience  of  the 
fallacy  of  his  pleas,  at  least  during  some  part 
of  my  conversation  with  him.    If,  however,  we 
suppose  them  to  have  taken  foil  possessioaof 
his  mind ;  if  we  allow  that  the  miserable,  and 
hollow,  and  destestable  pretence,  of  having  no 
private  malice  against  the  minister  whose  death 
he  meditated,  of  wishing  to  set  an  example  to 
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Btatesmen  la  geneial,  and  of  being  capable,  of 
vindicating  his  deed  before  a  jury  of  his  coun- 
trymen, actually  ruled  and  shackled  his  under- 
standing,  idiich  I  will  not  undertake  absolutely 
to  deny,  then  his  case  affords  a  still  more  me- 
lancholy proof  of  the  dreadful  evasions  to 
which  a  rational  being  may  at  length  resort* 
when  the  laws  of  God  and  man  are  once  re- 
jected, and  the  heart  is  resigned  to  the  foul  dic- 
tates of  malice  and  revenge. 

The  diabolical  project  being  once  delibe- 
ratdy  formed,  he  seems  to  have  proceeded  to 
its  execution  with  a  degree  of  calmness  and 
obduracy  to  which  I  know  of  no  parallel.  The 
resolution  of  perpetrating  the  horrid  deed  ap- 
pears to  have  so  completely  relieved  him  from 
the  hesitations  which  the  voice  of  nature  and  of 
conscience  must  have  long  interposed,  that  he 
could  lend  his  mind  to  the  most  solemn  or  the 
most  trifling  of  all  engagements,  accoixling  as 
the  occasions  of  life  brought  them  before  him. 
On  the  day  before  the  fatal  crime,  with  the 
purpose  of  murder  matured  in  his  breast,  be 
could  be  present  twice,  unmoved,  at  the  public 
service  of  Almighty  God^  and  the  very  hour 
before  the  murder,  he  could  contribute  to  the 
amusement  of  the  children  of  the*  house  where 

*  At  the  Chapel  of  the  Fouadliog  Hospital. 
.    VOL.  II.  Q 
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he  lodged^  by  condocting  them  to  a  pubUo  specs 
tade! 

After  the  perpetration  of  the  murder,  we  are 
not  80  much  called  upon  to  trace  the  progren 
of  a  farther  obduracy,  hh  dreadful  character 
being  then  fully  developed,  as  to  notice  very 
briefly  the  methods  by  which  he  continued  to 
resist  the  voice  of  truth,  and  died,  as  he  lived, 
obstinate  and  insensible. 

The  perverse  inflexibility  of  his  character 
seems  here  to  have  had  a  principal  influence, 
Hie  deed  was  done,  and  he  was  resolved  that 
nothing  should  prevent  him  from  defending  it. 
He  was  acute  enough  to  see  the  consequences 
of  an  ingenuous  confession  to  idl  his  fidlacioos 
schemes  of  self-vindication.  He  had  accord** 
ingly  taken  his  ground,  and  there  he  obstmately 
stood;  and  the  weakness  of  bis  allegations  only 
increased  the  firmness  by  which  he  was  deter^ 
mined  to  maintain  them. 

The  gratification  which  his  mal^nant  dispo*- 
sition  received  from  the  revenge  he  had  exacted^ 
evidently  had  its  wdght.  He  appeared  to  me 
to  conceal  but  very  imperfectly  the  delight  he 
fl)lt  at  the  complete  success  of  his  attempt,  and 
to  cherish  with  satis&ction  the  recoliection  of  the 
warning  he  conceived  he  had  given  to  public  me»« 

Added  to  this,  he  was  actuated  by  a  love  of 
applause,  an  aflfectation  of  distinction  and  no- 
tice.   Horrid  as  the  idea  is,  the  letter  he  sent 
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after  his  being  committed  toNetrgatey  to  the 
person  with  whom  he  lodged,  €¥iden%  betrayed 
the  pleasure  he  derived  from  havipg  attraeted 
public  attention.  It  may  eves  be  donbCod,  so 
hardened  was  he  to  all  moral  sensibility,  whe«* 
ther  the  desire  of  exhibiting  what  he  termed 
the  justice  of  his  case,  to  his  country,  had  not 
contributed  to  the  forming  of  his  mind  to  the 
dreadful  deed :  it  certainly  had  its  share  in  re- 
pressing any  risings  of  remorse  after  its  perpe- 
tmtioa. 

There  can,  further,  l>e  no  doubt,  that  the 

excuses  by  which  he  attempted  to  palliiite  lus 

crime  tended  greatly  to  confirm  his  impeni* 

teneet     His  general  unmeaning  trust  in  the 

mercy  of  God,  without  one  emotion  of  repent* 

anee,  without  any  confession  of  sins,  or  any 

fiuth  in  the  sacrilioe  of  Jesos  Christ,  had  the 

i^ration:  urtule  a  secret  unbelief  of  God*s 

denunciations  against  sin,  like  a  poison, 

hifected  his  whole  soid.     He  presumed  on  a 

tmt  after  death  for  no  one  reason  except  the* 

be  denred  it,  and  fimcied,  fi^m  his  impretsioii 

of  tibe  troubles  which  his  sins  had  lm>i^t  npom 

him  in  this  world,  that  any  change  must  be  far 

the  better.     He   dismissed,    in   Kke  manna*, 

efreiy  appi^euGion  of  futnre  punishmcBt,  tor 

no  other  reason  than  that  he  wished  to  esoape  it. 

There  is  toe  nmch  reason  to  dread,  that^  in 

addition  to  these  eauses,  he-  was  delfvered,  in 
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just  judgment,  by  that  God  whom  he  had  so 
long  wilftilly  provoked,  to  a  reprobate  mind; 
and  that  thus  being  given  up  to  th£  lusts  of 
his  own  heart,  and  permitted  to  follow  his  own 
devices,  he  steadily  resisted  all  the  calls  of  con- 
science, and  persevered  in  his  wretched  indiflFer- 
ence  and  self-justification  to  his  last  hour. 


If  this  hasty  review  should  not  be  thought 
to  throw  complete  light  on  this  mysterious 
case,  it  will  at  least  atford  us  such  points  of  con- 
sideration as  may,  under  the  blessing  of  God, 
yield  important  instruction  to  the  reflecting 
mind. 

We  may  remark,  then,  in  the  first  place. 
How  great  is  the  depramty  of  the  human  heart! 
Let  the  attentive    reader  say,    after  contem- 
plating this  melancholy  and  most  extrabrdinalry. 
account,  whether  the  flattering  descriptiohs  of 
bnman  nature,   which  some  men,  who  would 
lay  exclusive  claims  to  reason'  and  philoisophy, 
afiect  to  give,  or  the  humiliating  statemients  of 
the  Bible  on  the  same  subject,  are  best  con- 
firmed  by  matter  of   fact.     Let  the  serious 
Christian  also  determine,  whether  the  attempts 
of  those  who,  however  correct  in  many  of  their 
sentiments,  would  yet  palliate  the  corruption 
which  they  do  not  undertake  to  deny,  be  not 
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practically  exposed  by  the  unerring  test  of  ex- 
perience. Surely  the  character  of  this  miserable 
assassin,  and  of  the  few  detestable  spirits  in  the 
countiy  who  are  said,  if  not  to  approve  the 
deed,  yet  to  extenuate  its  enormity,  strengthen 
all  the  overwhelming  proofs  which  are  conti- 
nually forced  upon  us,  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  the 
total  corruption  of  human  nature.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  but  few  such  atrocious  instances  of 
assassination  as  the  one  before  us  occur  in  the 
annals  of  our  empire;  but  the  seeds  of  evil  are 
in  the  hearts  of  all;  and  though  they  may,  in 
many  instances,  be  in  a  considerable  measure 
kept  under  by  oujtward  restraints,  only  need  the 
concurrence  of  long  indulgence  with  favourable 
circumstances  and  strong  temptations,  to  show 
themselves  in  something  of  the  same  dreadful 
manner.  It  is  important  then  to  contemplate, 
in  such  cases  as  the  present,  the  real  amount  of 
human  apostacy,  and  to  trace  back  the  deadly 
fruits  of  sin  to  the  root  of  a  fallen  nature,  from 
which  they  grow.  The  great  doctrine  of  origi- 
nal sin  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  revealed  re- 
ligion. The  whole  scheme  of  redemption  sup- 
poses it,  and  is  built  upon  it.  A  penitent  con- 
viction of  it  is  essential  to  the  very  existence  of 
practical  religion.  Man  is,  in  the  language  of 
our  Church,  "  very  far  gone  from  original  righ- 
teousness, and  is  of  his  own  natnre  inclined  to 
evil"    He  requires  an  entire  renovation  by  the 
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mighty  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  tail 
his  pride  be  80  fiir  humbled  as  to  lead  him  deeply 
to  feel  and  acknowledge  these  elementary  trnths^ 
he  has  not  taken  the  very  first  step  towards  a 
retom  to  God. 

We  may  observe,  in  the  neatt  place^  ^010 
drea^l  is  the  nature  of  sin  t  The  ministers  of 
religion  are  secretly  suspected,  and  even  sdme^ 
times  openly  charged,  with  dwelling  on  ita 
enormity  In  terms  more  gloomy  and  alarming 
than  the  real  case  can  require.  But  let  the 
reader  here  view  sin  in  its  consequences!  Let 
him  mark  whither  pride,  and  selfishness,  and 
self-will,  and  ambition,  and  covetousdess,  and 
revenge,  may  lead  a  man!  Let  him  see  what  a 
monster  of  wickedness  they  may  eventually 
make  of  him!  Let  him  behold  how,  under  pe« 
culiar  irritations,  they  spurn,  on  the  one  hand, 
all  the  laws  of  God,  and  trample,  on  the  other 
hand,  on  the  highest  interests  of  men.  Let 
him  view  them  in  their  desolating  progress, 
spreading  misery  and  woe,  both  in  the  scenes  of 
private  life  and  in  the  more  public  theatre  of 
the  world,  in  the  present  state  of  being ;  and 
hastening  the  total  destruction  of  body  and 
soul  in  that  which  is  to  come.  And  if  the 
effects  pf  sin  be  always  pemiciotts,  and,  when 
fully  developed,  perfectly  monstrous,  let  him 
learn  to  abhor  imd  forsake  it  universally.  Let 
him,    notwithstanding  its  fascinating  appear* 
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ances,  and  the  mask  it  mmetiines  assames^  ao- 
count  it  the  greatest  evil^  or,  properly  speaking, 
the  only  evil  in  the  world;  and  let  his  main  care 
be  bestowed  in  detecting  and  mortifying  its 
power  in  his  heart,  and  in  cultivating,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  every  opposite 
Christian  grace  and  virtue. 

But,  The  gradual  'progress  ef  iniquibf  must 
be  noticed,  not  less  than  its  dreadfol  nature. 
Its  subtle  method  of  attack  incalculably  in- 
creases the  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed.  It 
is  impossible,  one  would  think,  to  glance  over 
the  insinuating,  yet  certain,  advances  of  sin  in 
the  mind  of  Bellingham,  as  they  appear  on 
the  very  fece  of  his  history,  without  shudder- 
ing at  the  view.  To  compare  his  advantages 
for  virtue  with  his  rapid  progress  in  vke ;  his 
first  days  with  his  last;  the  religious  instruc- 
tions ci  his  youth  with  the  obduracy  of  his 
mature  years;  the  convictions  he  received  of 
the  importance  of  religion  in  his  former  days, 
with  the  callousness  and  insensibility  of  his 
heart  in  the  close  of  life,  is  surely  enough  to 
deter  the  young,  and  especially  those  who  have 
been  &vonred,  like  him,  with  a  religious  edu- 
cation, from  the  first  entitmce  upon  courses  of 
iniquity,  and  to  show  them  the  fatal  declivity 
by  which  the  sinner  is  hurried  downward  in  his 
career,  and  is,  at  length,  impenetrably  hard-- 
ened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin.    Probably 
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DO  reader  of  this  account  more  trembles  at  the 
crime  it  details^  than  the  perpetrator  of  it  would 
himself  have  trembled,  if  his  own  future  con- 
duct had  been  declared  to  him  at  an  early  stage 
of  his  &tal  progress.    Like  Hazael,  he  would 
have  said,  But  what,  is  thy  servant  a  dogj  that 
he  should  do  this  great  things  ?    We  must  then 
guard,  not  merely  against  flagrant  crimes  them- 
selves, but  against  that  which  may  lead  to  the 
commission  of  them,  the  appearance  and  first 
approach  of  evil.    Let  us  never  venture  to  vio* 
late  conscience  in  the  smallest  things,  lest  we 
should  be  eventnally  induced  to  trample  on  it  in 
the  greatest.     Let  us  suspect  ourselves,   and 
maintain,  so  to  speak,  a  military  watch  over 
our  hearts.    Let  us  endeavour  carefully  to  as- 
certain what  sins  have  the  easiest  access  to  our 
minds,   and  then  beware,  lest  our  judgments 
should  gradually  become  perverted,  with  respect 
to  thein,  by  the  disorder  of  our  aflections,  and 
our  souls  inextricably  entangled  in  the  snares 
of  evil.    We  may  not  be  in  danger;  it  is  pro- 
bable we  are  not ;  from  iniquities  of  the  same 
description  as  Bellingham.    But  let  us  i*emem- 
ber,  that  the  poison  of  sin  may  be  working  its 
secret  way  in  us;  in  a  diflerent  channel  indeed, 
but  still  in  one  which,  unless  we  detect  its  ope- 
ration, may  as  effectually  prevent  our  repent- 

7  2  Kings  viii.  13. 
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ance  and  as  certainly  ruin  our  souls.  What- 
ever stands  between  us  and  subjection  to  the 
grace  of  Christ,  if  it  be  not  removed,  can  have 
but  one  end,  our  eternal  perdition.  If,  there- 
fore, the  things  of  sense,  the  love  of  the  world, 
the  pursuits  of  vanity,  the  trifling  follies  of  the 
day,  the  desire  of  distinction  among  men, 
sober  sensuality,  or  measured  voluptuousness, 
however  they  may  be  connected  with  an  atten- 
tion to  the  ordinary  proprieties  of  life  and  some 
of  the  external  duties  of  religion,  are  in  &ct 
governing  our  hearts;  we  may,  indeed,  at  pre- 
sent be  exempt  from  those  outrages  on  common 
decency  and  the  good  of  society  which  would 
interfere  with  our  reputation,  our  interests,  our 
health,  or  our  habits;  but  we  are  still  dead  as 
to  God  and  religion;  we  are  insensibly  becoming 
more  indifferent,  however  little  we  may  be 
conscious  of  the  fact,  to  all  the  demands  of 
vital  Christianity ;  and,  if  we  awake  not  from 
the  fearful  lethargy,  we  shall  inevitably  perish, 
as  the  prophet  speaks,  with  a  lie  in  our  right 
hand. 

Again  we  may  remark.  How  direfiil  are  the 
consequences  of  imagining  that  ,we  can  be  ab^ 
solved,  under  any  circumstances^  from  the  au- 
ihority  of  an  express  law  of  Ood!  This  un- 
happy criminal  appears  to  have  so  filled  his 
imagination  with  his  distinctions  and  exemp- 
tions, and  so  persuaded  himself  that  the  peon- 
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liarity  of  bis  wrongs  altered  the  entire  nature  of 
the  act  he  meditated^  that,  although  that  act 
was  murder,  he  at  length  professed  to  consider 
himself  justified  in  perpetrating  it;  and  vcdnly 
conceived  that  on  the  plea  of  injuries,  of  the 
truth  of  which  he  assumed  to  himself  the  au^ 
thority  of  judging,  he  was  warranted  in  execuU 
ing,  under  the  name  of  justice,  what  was  in 
fact  the  foulest  revenge.  I  do  not  so  much  ob- 
serve on  the  wickedness  of  the  delusion  in  his 
case;  the  whole  nation  shudders  at  the  prin*' 
dples  of  Bdlingham  as  much  as  at  his  crime; 
but  I  remai*k  how  fotal  is  the  tendency  of  any 
similar  pretence,  in  whatever  way  it  may  ope- 
rate. What  confusion  must  it  not  introduce! 
What  a  door  must  it  not  open  to  every  enormity! 
If  any  one  divine  precept  may  be  thus  violated, 
why  may  not  another?  And  why  may  not  tbe 
whole  law  be  thus  made  void,  tiU  at  last  eveiy 
duty  to  God  and  man  be  suspended  on  human 
caprice  and  passion?  How  unalterably,  then, 
should  it  be  fixed  in  our  minds,  that  no  circum- 
stances can  change  the  nature  of  right  and 
wrong,  no  dispensation  dissolve  the  autiiority  of 
the  divine  law!  Sin  is  sin  still,  by  whatever  &ir 
name  it  may  be  disguised;  and  is,  in  fiust, 
only  aggravated  by  the  pleas  which  are  em^ 
ployed  to  defend  it.  And  how  widely  doee 
this  remark,  which  no  one  surely  can  contro- 
vert|  extend,  when  traced  out  to  its  obvkKiB 
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consequences!  How  numerons  are  the  cases 
in  which  men  practically  substitute,  some  inven^ 
tion  of  their  own  mind;  some  imaginary  standi 
ard  of  morals,  some  law  of  feshion,  some  die-- 
tate  of  what  is  falsely  called  honour,  some  cus^ 
torn  of  trade,  some  prescription  of  habit,  not 
to  say  some  unblushing  device  of  pride  or  sen^ 
suality,  in  the  place  of  the  holy  and  most  ex^ 
press  commands  of  God!  The  ingenuity  of  the 
human  mind  in  its  own  cause  is  so  great,  the 
selfishness  of  the  hearr  so  powerful,  and  the 
perversion  of  the  understanding  frequently  so 
gtx)6S,  that,  when  any  object  is  ardently  pur^ 
sued,  we  too  commonly  learn  to  explain  away 
the  precepts  which  would  curb  our  inclinations, 
or  forbid  our  progress;  and  thus  venture,  under 
the  mask  <^  some  flattering  discovery,  to  vindi* 
cate  the  gratification  of  our  most  unlawful  de- 
sires. 

The  necessity  of  a  carutant  nigUanee  against 
the  temptations  of  the  deuil,  may  be  next  no* 
ticed.  Murder  is,  indeed,  eminently  his  dark 
work.  He  was  a  murderer  from  the  beginning. 
In  tbe  dreadful  assas^n  before  us  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  cool  and  frightful  determination  of 
mind,  a  gratification  of  wanton  malice,  a  lust 
of  revenge  without  one  single  hope  of  advanc* 
log  his  own  interest,  a  purely  diabolical  opera- 
tion, which  is  perfectly  terrific.  Whilst  we 
justly  tremble,  then,  at  these  direful  passions, 
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thus  developed  in  their  full  consequences,  let  us 
remember  that  pride,  anger,  wrath,  malice, 
hatred,  envy,  strife,  emulation,  jealousy,  hovr- 
ever  harmless  they  may  at  present  appear,  are 
the  seeds  from  which  they  grow ;  and  that  the 
temptations  of  our  great  adversary  are  directed 
in  each  case  to  foment  and  increase  them,  till 
they  reach  the  same  desperate  issue.  The  ten- 
der and  well-instructed  conscience  will  therefore 
oppose  these  temptations  in  their  first  ap- 
proaches, encouraged  by  the  promise,  that  if 
we  resist  the  devil^  he  toill  flee  from  tts^ ;  and 
remembering  the  emphatic  declaration,  ff^hoso^ 
ever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer:  and  ye 
know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  l^e  abi£ng 
in  him^. 

It  may  be  further  observed.  How  small  is 
the  benefit  of  mere  knowledge  without  a  corre^ 
sponding  state  of  the  heart  and  affections!  We 
are  far  too  apt  to  estimate  our  religion  by  what 
we  know,  rather  than  by  we  do.  Especially 
are  we  in  danger  of  this,  if  we  have  enjoyed 
from  our  youth,  without  sufficiently  improving, 
the  advantage  of  pious  instructions.  But  what 
did  mere  knowledge,  without  genuine  repent- 
ance and  faith,  effect  in  the  criminal  before  us  ? 
It  afforded  him  just  that  measure  of  information 
which  enabled  him  to  abuse  the  truths  he  did 

*  James,  iv.  7.  '1  John,  iiL  15. 
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not  love^  and  would  not  obey.  The  bare  notices 
be  retained  in  bis  understanding,  were  only  the 
occasions  of  tbe  grossest  self-delusion.  We  are 
in  fact  what  our  hearts  are.  If  the  affections  be 
occupied  with  pride  and  revenge,  our  acquaint- 
ance with  religion,  be  it  what  it  may,  having 
lost  aU  its  practical  influence,  will  only  be  em- 
ployed to  strengthen  or  excuse  our  determina- 
tion to  evil.  The  same  doctrine  which  might 
have  been  a  savour  of  lyh  unto  life,  will  now 
become  a  savour  of  death  unto  death' ;  and,  in- 
stead of  being  our  guide  in  the  way  to  heaven, 
will  only  quicken  our  descent  in  the  road  of  de- 
struction, and  increase  our  final  condemnation* 
J^  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do 
them*. 

I  proceed  again  to  remark,  that  The  princi- 
pal  reliance,  of  a  religious  nature,  on  which  the 
mind  qf  BeUmgham  appeared  to  repose,  tof^much 
resembles  that  of  a  numerous  class  of  professed 
Christians.  I  refer  to  his  trust  to  a  general  cpn«- 
fession  of  sin  without  any  real  compunction,  and 
a  general  trust  in  the  ootercy  of  God  without 
any  faith  in  the  atonement  and  mediation  of  Je- 
sus Christ.  This  is  the  main  error  of  thousands. 
I  cannot  be  supposed  to  compare  the  sins  of  the 
persons  to  whom  I  now  allude,  with  those  of 
this  vile  culprit;  but  I  mean  distinctly  to  aflirm, 

'  2  Co7.  ii.  16.  »  John,  wL  17. 
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that  to  stop  short  in  perfonctory  and  nnmeamiig^ 
generalities  in  religion^  to  the  total  disr^ard 
of  a  radical  and  effectnal  change  of  heart  by 
the  sanctifying  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  an 
hnmble  application  to  Jesns  Christ  for  pardon 
and  justification,  and  of  an  entire  dedication 
of  the  whole  heart  and  life  to  the  service  of 
God,  is  not  pecnliar  to  this  dreadful  oriminaL 
It  is  the  covert  but  ordinary  reftige  of  nmnbera 
among  those  who  are  not  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  practical  religion^  or  who  am 
not  acting  on  the  impression.  They  thus  por^ 
suade  themselves  that  they  have  repentanoe 
and  ftdth,  when  in  truth  they  have  no  real  pre- 
tensions to  either;  and  harden  thdr  hearts 
against  the  invitations  and  commands  of  Ood 
in  his  Gospel. 

Let  us  then,  in  the  last  place,  all  learn  Th€ 
importance  of  real  and  vital  ChrkHanity,  HH 
we  are  bom  of  God,  partakers  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  united  to  Jesus  Christ  by  feith,  interested 
in  his  merits,  justified  by  Ms  grace,  and  go* 
vemed  by  his  laws;  in  other  words,  till  we  are 
really  and  practically  religious;  whatever  may 
be  the  varieties  of  our  chuacter,  whatever  oor 
claim  to  respect  on  the  ground  of  onr  general 
conduct  in  society,  whatever  onr  regard  to  the 
ft>rms  of  religion,  whatever  am  knowledge, 
our  profession,  our  talents,  or  our  confidence, 
we  are  st31  destitute  of  the  only  sprii^  of  true 
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peace,  the  fevour  and  low  of  God;  we  have 
no  adequate  resource  in  sorrow,  we  have  no 
real  support  agiunst  temptation,  we  have  no 
abiding  stay  in  trouble,  we  have  no  holy  tran- 
quillity here,  we  have  no  scriptural  hope  of 
joy  beyond  the  grave;  we  are  yet  under  the 
dmntnion  and  condemnation  of  our  sins,  and, 
living  and  dying  in  this  state,  we  can  never  es« 
cape  the  wrath  to  come.  True  Christianity  is 
the  only  remedy  of  man's  condition  as  a  sin** 
ner.  Without  this,  all  inferior  and  partial  alle* 
viations,  however  useful  tbey  may  affect  to  be,  are 
not  capable  of  supplying  the  grand  want  of 
man,  a  recovery  from  the  ruin  of  the  &11.  Let 
him  then,  who  trembles  at  sin,  as  exhibited  in 
its  most  dreadful  operations  in  the  case  before 
us,  flee  from  it  ateo  in  its  more  ordinary  foot 
still  most  txemendous  effscts  on  men  in  genenL 
Let  him  tarn  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Let  him 
begin  the  great  work  of  repentance  without  de* 
lay.  Let  him  implore  the  grace  of  the  Hol^ 
Spirit  to  assist  and  stwngthen  his  resolntioM« 
Let  him  bow  to  the  sceptre  ci  the  Redeemer. 
Let  him  view  by  Mth  the  transforming  glories 
of  the  Cross.  Thus  shall  he  find  to  his  own 
salvation  the  excellency  and  suitableness  of  the 
Gospel.  While  others  may  dispute  about  truth, 
he  will  feel  its  healing  efiicacy.  He  will  know 
that  the  cause  of  ail  the  misery  in  the  world  is 
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riD,  and  that  the  onfy  effectual  cure  of  it  b  the 
grace  and  mercy  of  Jesus  Christ. 

And,  if  these  pages  should  catch  the  eye  of 
any  one,  who,  though  he  may  not  as  yet  have 
proceeded  so  far,  is  still  treadmg  in  some  one 
or  more  of  the  steps  of  this  desperate  criminal^ 
O !  let  him  listen  to  the  friendly  voice  of  mercy, 
ere  pride  and  selfishness  have  ripened  into  their 
full  effects!    Has  he  been  spuming  the  yoke  of 
parental  authority  ?    Has  he  followed  the  self-- 
will of  his  own  heart?    Has  he  drowned  the 
voice  of  conscience,  quenched  the  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  violated  all  the  restraints 
of  a  religious  education?    Has  he  persisted  in 
his  course,  notwithstanding  remarkable  deliver- 
ances on  the  one  hand,  and  i-epeated  chastise* 
ment  on  the  other?    Has  he  been  plunging  into 
hazardous  and  immoderate  speculations,  and 
been  throwing  that  blame  on  others  which  he 
alone  deserves  himself;  perhaps  accusing,  with 
hardened  effrontery,  the  public  ministers  of  the 
empire  with  the  consequences  of  his  own  follies? 
Has  he  been  brooding,  in  sullen  and  impenitent 
dejection,  over  his  calamities,  and  forgetttng 
the  duties  of  patience,  forgiveness  of  injuries^ 
and  submission  to  God?    O!  let  him  pause. in 
his  mad  career.    Let  him  review  the  progress 
he  has  already  made  in  the  road  to  misery,  and 
tremble  at  the  precipice  which  opens  under  his 
feet.    Let  him  behold,  in  the  case  of  Belling- 
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ham,  of  what  the  human  heart  is  at  length 
capable.  Let  him  implore  of  God  the  gift  of 
his  Spirit,  ere  he  be  delivered  over  to  final 
obduracy!  Let  him  pray  that  that  conscience^ 
which  he  has  done  so  much  to  harden,  may  not 
be  finally  seared!  Let  him  open,  with  holy 
submission,  the  word  of  God  which  he  has  so 
long  neglected.  And  thus,  in  genuine  abhor- 
rence of  his  past  sins,  let  him  lay  his  mouth  in 
the  dusty  if  so  he  there  may  he  hope.  Deplor- 
able as  his  situation  may  be,  still  let  him  not  de- 
spair of  that  abundant  mercy  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus,  which  is  able  to  pardon  and  renew  the 
chief  of  sinners;  but,  obediently  employing 
every  means  of  religious  improvement,  let  him 
look  up  to  God  for  that  direction  and  grace 
which  mayenable  him  to  return  to  the  paths  of 
rectitude,  dispose  him  to  repair,  in  every  pos- 
sible manner,  the  injuries  he  may  have  done  to 
his  family  and  to  the  community,  and  lead  him 
to  that  true  contrition  for  sin,  that  humble  faith 
in  the  satisfaction  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that 
renovation  of  heart  and  life  by  the  operation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  can  alone  heal  his 
wmmded  spirit,  instil  peace  and  tranqwllity 
into  bis  heart,  make  him  holy  and  happy  on 
earthy  and  prepare  him  for  the  presence  and 
enjoyment  of  God  in  heaven ! 


VOL.   II. 
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RESPECTFUL    ADDRESS, 


It  is  with  pain  I  venture  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Members  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  to  a  circumstance  which^ 
if  it  be  not  speedily  and  effectually  remedied, 
cannot  &il  to  prove  highly  injurious  to  its  inte- 
rests. I  allude  to  the  adoption  and  circulation 
by  the  Society  of  a  Tracts  by  Dr.  Mant^  on  the 
subject  of  Regeneration;  the  main  positions  of 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  in  open  hostility  to 
nearly  fifty  of  its  previous  publications. 

Having  been  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Society^  I  have  seen  and  rejoiced  in  its 
growing  prosperity.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
absolutely  essential  to  the  continuance  of  that 
prosperity,  that  the  Society  should  at  least 
maintain  consistency  with  itself  in  the  doctrines 
which  it  circulates.  Its  Bibles  and  Prayer- 
books,  indeed,  admit  of  no  alteration.  But  if 
palpable  contradictions  shall  appear  in  its  books 
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and  tracts  on  fundamental  points  of  doctrine,  it 
is  clear  that  the  reputation  of  the  Society  can- 
not fail  to  be  affected  by  the  circumstance. 

Such  contradictions  I  apprehend  to  exist  at 
pr^At  on  the  importaAt  doctrine  of  Re|;enenir 
tion. 

Dr.  Manfs  new  Tract  maintains  the  invari- 
able connexion  of  baptism  and  regeneration. 
Numerous  writings,  previously  on  the  Society's 
list,  explicitly  teach  the  contrary  doctrine. 

Dr.  Mant  contends,  that  no  one  can  be  un- 
regtenerate  to  whom  baptism  hu  been  rightly 
administered.  The  old  tracts  assert,  that  many 
baptized  persons  may  he,  and  actually  are,  un- 
regenerate. 

Dr.  Mant  ascribes  regeneration  to  baptittn 
«s  the  exclusive  instruraetat:  the  other  tnote 
ascribe  this  change  to  the  Word  of  God,  as  one 
ni»n  instrument  of  it. 

Dr.  Mant  discourages  us  from  exIkMing 
baptized  persons  to  implore  of  God  the  gift  of 
the  new  birth  {  or  to  inquire  after  the  evidences 
of  a  fact  which,  in  the  case  of  such  persons, 
admits  tot  of  dispute.  The  previous  tracts  call 
on  men  to  sedc  to  be  bom  again,  and  cfaai^ 
them  to  examine  themselves  by  the  fruits  of 
Christian  holiness,  whether  they  have  actually 
experienced  this  essential  and  indispensable 
transformation. 

Dr.  Mant  assigns  a  distinct  nature  to  the 
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t^fo  Christian  sacFaments^  giving  tio  boplism  a 
necwmry,  and  to  fcbe  Lord*8  Supper  only  a  eon«- 
tingeot  operation.  The  other  tracHti  describe 
both  the  sacraments  by  the  saaie  gmeral  d^m-» 
ttons,  and  place  them  on  a  precisely  sidiilaf 
ground  as  to  their  eflfects. 

In  a  word^  Dr.  Mant  treatb  as  heretiod,  e»^ 
thusiastic,  and  dangerous^  the  very  stateoieMts 
whieb  nearly  fifty  former  tracts  incttleateM  orw 
tbodox,  sound,  and  beneficial. 

Such,  then,  are  the  charges  which  I  feel 
ooAipeUed  to  prefer ;  and,  if  they  can  be  proved^ 
surely  a  case  of  broad  and  palpable  contradic* 
tJDO,  on  a  fundamental  doctrine  jof  Christiakiity, 
will  have  been  establtsbed,  by  which  the  enedit 
and  suoeess  of  the  Society  will  be  deeply  eom^^ 
promised.  For  above  an  hundred  yeam  it  had 
circulated  an  uniform  and  oonsisteat  view  of 
the  doctrine  of  regeneration;  and  <»  this 
ground^  among  others,  it  had  invited  and  ob*- 
tained  support.  Ip  the  year  1616  it  takes  an 
opposite  view  of  the  same  doctrine;  and  by 
adopting  and  circulatm^  as  its  own  the  tract  of 
Dr.  Mant,  condemns  the  labours  of  a  century, 
and  furnishes  a  direct  contradiction  to  numerous 
traete  which  still  find  a  place  cm  its  list.  In 
what  light  will  tins  sudden  change  of  senti- 
BMOt,  this  strange  departure  from  its  previous 
pledges^  appear  to  every  considerate  member  of 
the  Society?  Will  they  consent  that  their  names 
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should  sanction,  and  their  subscriptions  contri- 
bute to  drculate,  contradictory  statements  on 
fundamental  articles  of  fiutb  ?  Surely  the  cre- 
dit and  prosperity,  if  not  the  very  existence  of 
the  Society,  must  be  endangered  by  an  adher- 
ence to  this  course  of  conduct.  It  is  with  the 
desire  to  prevent  this  fifttai  issue,  and  to  induce 
the  Society  to  rectify  the  error  which  has  been 
committed  in  adopting  the  tract  of  Dr.  Mant, 
that  these  pages  have  been  written. 

The  members  of  the  Society,  however,  will 
naturally  expect  that  I  should  produce  prooi  d 
my  assertions*    I  proceed  to  do  so. 

I  shall  first  «hibit  some  extracts  from  Dr. 
Mant's  tract,  and  contrast  these  with  a  few  se- 
lected from  the  multitude  of  quotations  which 
might  have  been  made  from  the  earlier  books 
and  tracts  of  the  Society.  My  edition  of  Dr. 
Mant's  tract  is  that  of  1815.  The  edition  of 
the  other  books  and  tracts  to  which  I  refer,  is  of 
a  date  three  years  earlier.  I  mention  this,  be- 
cause since  that  time  one  important  tract  has 
been  excluded  from  the  list,  and  a  remarkable 
change  has  been  introduced  into  the  language 
of  another. 

It  will  here,  however,  be  proper  to  observe, 
that  my  object,  in  the  quotations  which  I  shall 
make,  is  not  to  ascertain  what  is  the  true  doc- 
trine of  baptism  and  regeneration,  but  to  prove 
the  irreconcilable  hostility  of  the  Society  with 
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itself,  in  the  expogitions  it  has  g^ven  of  that 
doctrine.  The  precise  question,  on  which  this 
strange  inconsistency  is  asserted  to  exist,  is  this, 
whether  the  spiritual' grace  of  baptism  (in  other 
words,  inward  and  spiritual  regeneration)  inva- 
riably and  necessarily  accompanies  the  right  ad- 
ministration of  the  external  sacrament  On  this 
vital  question,  and  on  all  the  consequences 
flowing  from  it,  the  recently  adopted  tract  of 
Dr.  Mant,  and  the  former  books  and  tracts  of 
the  Society,  are  directly  opposed  to  each  other. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  DR.  MANTS  TRACT. 

<*  To  the  proselyte  from  heathemsm  to  the  Jewish 
faith,  baptisin  had  been  a  deadi  to  his  natural  meapacitiea, 
and  a  new  birth  to  the  dril  privileges  0f  a  Jew ;  to  him 
who  should  be  admitted  to  a  proTesskm  of  the  Christian 
fiuth,  and  who  should  be  *  bom  tud  of  bioody  nor  of  the 
<  wiU  of  ilkefesh^  nor  of  (he  wiU  of  man,  hut  of  Qod; 
it  was  to  be  a  death  unto  sin  and  a  new  birth  unto  those 
8{»ritual  privil^es,  which  should  accompany  his  deliver^ 
amce  Jrom  the  bondage  qfcorriqftkm  <  into  the  giorioue 
**  Kberi^  of  the  children  qf  God:"*    P.  8. 

^  SkipermOHral  grace  "^  is  confeired  thereby  (by  bap- 
tism).   P.  8* 

**  Baptism  is  anewbirih,  by  which  we  enter  into  the 
new  world,  the  new  creation^  the  blessings  and  qpirituali* 
ties  of  the  kii^om*  -  -  -  From  this  time  forward  we  have 
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a  Miv  prt«iyfe  put  into  ut»  the  jSjplril  qfgraoe^  wUeh, 
bettdeB  our  squl  and  body,  is  «  primipleqfaciUmJ^  P.  9- 
<<  The  doctrine  of  r^eneratioa  by  bepdan  is  mnet 
cletrly  asserted  by  her  (the  Cbuich)  -  •  •  she  suppopea 
-  -  -  not  merely  that  all  real  Christians  are  regenerate  by 
God^s  Holy  Spirit,  by  which  I  understand  all  those  who 
live  a  Christian  life;  but  that  tfiose  aho  are  so  regene^ 
raiedf  to  whom  baptism  is  righUy  administered,  notwUh- 
standings  by  ^^r  ^fixture  conduct ,  they  may  JbrJ^  (he 
pHvUegis  of  their  newbirthr    P.  10,  II. 

<*  Deaying  the  doctrine  of  baptismal  regeneration''  -  -  - 
istL^^'^'heresyr    P.  16. 

*^  Regeneration  is  noticed  (in  the  collect  for  Christmas 
Day]  as  <*  an  event  already  passed^  and  one  in  which  her 

members  in  general  have  partaken. The  church  is 

led,  from  a  mention  of  the  birth  of  Christ,  to  mention  the 
spiritual  btrth  of  those  who  are  regenerated  in  fcim,  who 
are  made  partakers  of  his  nature.^    P.  17. 

<^  If  the  work  of  rc^neration  is  sot  effedfid  by  bap- 
tism, it  is  almost  impossible  for  amy  9ober  man  to  mg 
iHfhin  and  by  what  means  ii  isJ^    P.  85. 

**  For  the  express  purpose  of  regeneration,  not  only  is 
his  (the  Holy  Spirit's)  operation  necessaiy;  hot  it  muat 
also  {humanly  qpeakiog)  be  administered  durough  the  me- 
dialion  of  water."*    P.  28. 

*^  To  deny  the  regenerating  ^ect  of  bapttsmls,  ia 
some  sense,  to  do  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace:!'  P.  M. 
<<  To  the  Romans  he  (St.  Paul)  en^iloys  tbe  same 

figulre,  describing  baptism  as  aburial, adding,  withal, 

a  particular,  which  confirms  an  opinion  presently  to  be 
ivfiisted  iNB^  thai  no  a^ker  ifian  bc^ftiemal  regemeration  is 
possible  in  this  woridr    P.  3S. 

<^  Sandification  andpurHy^  tin^pottedandunblemisk'' 
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ed  htMfteUi^  are  attributed  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  the 
efifect  of  the  washing  of  water."     P.  88. 

<^  Does  not  the  bmgiiage  of  the  Apostle  wammrt  the 
a^giiiaenty  tiiat  we  are  born  anew  in  baptism;  dnflC  in 
k^t^Hsm  txdasivdj/r    P.  0S. 

<^  All  Christians,  ail  peraoos  who  fauve  been  baptKted, 
are  indiacriminatefy  said  to*  have  been  regenerated.^ 
P.  86. 

*'  St  Peter  and  St  John,  each  in  a  catholic  Epistle, 

addressed  to  immense  societies  of  Christians, describe 

the  persons  whom  they  address  as  the  sons  of  God,  be- 
gotten and  bom  again.  But  wherefore,  unless  their  re- 
generation was  the  effect  of  an  ordinance,  of  which  all 
Christians  in  general  partake?  And,  if  so,  of  what  ordi- 
nance but  of  bapdsm?"    P.  85. 

*<  To  deny  the  r^nerating  influence  of  baptism  is  to 
deny  its  sacramental  character."    P.  86. 

<*  If  ever  the  new  birth  be  not  conveyed  by  baptism, 
rightly  administered;  or  if,  when  once  regenerated,  it  be 
(I  will  not  say  necessary,  hut)  posMk  for  any  one  to  be 
bom  agun,  doubtless  there  is  scriptural  authority  to  that 
puipose.  Let  the  authority  then  be  adduced.  Let  it  be 
shown  from  Holy  Writ,  that  any  persoi^  to  whom  bap- 
tism was  rightly  administered,  was  not  regenerated;  let 
it  be  riiown  that  any  person,  having  been  once  baptized, 
is  described,  under  any  circumstances  whatever  of  repents 
aoce,  reformation,  renovation,  or  conversion,  to  have 
heen  again  regenerated;  let  it  be  shown  that  the  Apostles, 
who  are  peq>etually  exhorting  tb^  Christian  converts  to 
changes  such  as  these,  do  once  exhort  them  to  become 
regenerate;  do  once  enforce  the  necessity  of  it,  or  even 
affirm,  or  at  least  insinuate  iis  possibUihf  ;  and  we  may 
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then  perceive  some  reason  for  wavering  in  our  belief.^ 
P.  40  and  41. 

<'  Neither  it  (1  Jdin,  iii.  90  nor  any  other  pasBage  of 
St  John,  nor  any  other  text  of  Scripture,  appears  to  me 
to  authorize  the  doctrine  of  a  second,  or  of  any  other 
ditimctjrom  bapHsnuU  regmtra&xm^    P.  46. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  OTHER  BOOKS  AND 

TRACTS  ON  THE  LIST  OF 

THE  SOCIETY. 

«<  Since  it  is  by  ^  Sfirii  of  God  alone  that  we  can 
be  thus  r^nerated,  we  ought  to  imfiore  JhvenHgf  and 
eonimuaUjf  the  grace  of  that  Holy  Sfmit.^ 

Ostervald'^s  Remarks  on  John,  iii. 

'*  Since  the  design  of  the  Minuhy  rf  ihe  Gospel  is 

«  •  -  to  make  men  become  new  creatures all  those 

who  pretend  to  call  themselves  Christians  ought  to  -  •  • 

endeatfour to  become  new  creatures  by  regeneroHon^ 

and  a  constant  application  to  hoUnessT*         Id.  S  Cor.  v. 

**  God  has  regenerated  us  by  his  word^  that  we  may 
become  new  creatures.**  Id.  James,  i. 

**  We  have  received  a  new  birth  by  (hepreoMng  of 
ihe  Gosper  Id.  1  Peter,  L 

*^  Let  us  never  fbrfdt  these  gracious  privilqpes  by 

n^ecting,  &c. lest  our  baptism,  like  the  dvcumd- 

skm  of  a  carnal  Jew,  heoometo  usas  no  baptism,  through 
the  wickedness  of  our  unregeneraie  hearts.'^ 

Dr.  Classens  Six  Lectures,  p.  6S. 

**  Q.  Is  baptism  alone  sufficient  to  salvation? 

<'  A.  No:  not  dhne^  withoui  ihe  new  birih  thereby 
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signified,  unkas  we  are  dead  unto  nn  and  a£ve  unto  God 
through  Jesus  Christ     Rom.  vi.  3,  4,  11.^ 

Bishop  Williams's  Exposition  of  the  Catechism,  p.  10. 

**  Q.  When  may  you  be  sud  to  be  regenerate? 

**  A*  When  (together  wUh  a  new  name  confirred 
upon  me  in  baptism)  there  ie  a  new  ntUure^  by  the  sancti- 
fying Sprit  of  Grod  wrought  in  me,  enabling  me  to  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  sobriety,*"  &c. 

Burkitt's  Help  and  Guide,  p.  142. 

<<  It  is  a  delightful  employment  to  enter  into  our 
closets,  and  there  pray  to  our  heavenly  Father  -  *  •  hereby 
a  religious  turn  of  mind  will  be  happily  acquired;  new 
thoughts,  new  words,  new  actions  will  be  produced;  in 
short,  hereby  tfou  will  become  a  new  creature  in  Christ^* 

The  Pious  Parishioner,  p.  S27. 

«  Baptism  enters  us  into  covenant  with  God,  makes 
us  members  of  Christ,  and  so  gives  us  a  right  to  all  those 

precknis  benefits  which  flow  from  him on  condiiian 

we  perform  our  parts  of  the  covenant and  unless  we 

do  perform  them,  God  is  not  tied  to  make  good  At#,  and 

so we  are  left  in  that  natural  state  of  ours,  children 

qf  wraOij  enemies  to  God,  and  heirs  qf  eternal  damna- 

Hon.''  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  p.  08  and  60. 

**  The  Beginnings  of  Regeneration. 

**  Afterthis  prefacing,  I  come  to  say  somethmgmore 

piactical  of  the  beginnings  and  progress  of  this  ha^y 


*<  Their  first  Awakenings. 

**  But  when  God  bath  a  purpose  of  love  towards  any, 
such  as  are  other  lost  in  vice  or  ruined  in  an  insensible 

neglect  of  God  and  divine  things commonly  the 

change  is  notable  in  (he  first  beginning. 

**  Therefore,  none  are  to  measure  their  first  regef^era^ 
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Mm  either  by  the  vdicmeaoe  or  tbt  amtiaiMUice  of  thdr 
sorrow,  but  by  ihe  effiseU  it  ptoduceth ;  if  it  make$  them 
hate  #991,  fce. 

*<  God  does  very  often  meet  young  conyerts  with  such 
senmhle  joy  in  his  ways ;  and  then  geaendly  there  is  a 
strong  fervor  about  1h$  begiimmgqf  regeneratitmT^ 

Soougai,  Life  of  God,  p.  100,  8cc. 

**  The  tendency  ctJbUh  to  produce  this  chttnge  (of 

ffegeneration)  hath  been  fiilly  considered. It  follows 

cleftrly,  that  the  great  diaoge  we  speak  of  (regeneratbn) 
is  produced  in  the  mind  by  ihe  ixmeurrinff  operaOon  ef 
finih^  and  ihe  Mofy  SpirUr 

Rotherfaam,  on  Faith,  p.  151. 

<*  And  that  Christians  may  not  be  mistaken,  and  lay 
too  much  stress  upon  their  being  made  in  bapdsm  children 

of  Grod,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaves; the 

sacred  Scriptures  have  most  particuhrly  set  down  the 
marks  and  characters  of  such  Christians,  as  may  hope  ibr 
benefU  by  their  Chrieiianprqfission.    *  If  any  man  have 

*  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his.^  •  -  -  *  As 
'  many  as  are  led  by  the  Sjnrit  of  GoA,  they  (and  {hey 

*  only)  are  the  sons  of  God.*^ 

Bishop  Wilson^s  Sermons,  p.  179,  180. 

**  A  regtneraie  mmi  hath  a  sense  imd  apprehen^on  of 

spiritual  things,  which  he  had  not  in  his  unregenerate 

sitfe; ftirAermore,  as  we  are  bom  and  created  by  Ate 

hand  of  God,  so  are  we  regenerated  by  ihe  power  qf  hie 
Spirit^  as  our  Saviour  intimates  to  us,  John,  iii.  5,  <  Ex- 
< oept aman  be  bam  ----£/*  A^  Spirii,  he  eannot  enter 

^  into  die  kingdom  of  God.* You  see  now  what  it  is 

to  be  bom  ^;ain.  And  by  what  has  been  briefly  said, 
every  Christian  may  judge  whether  heiea  new  creahtre. 
h  kiejbith  Kvefyy  worhing  by  kwef^ 

Dr.  Stebbing  on  New  Birth,  p.  ISO— 122. 
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A  franerjbr  U.    Collect  for  ChristiMB  Day."" 
New  Maaual  for  DevotioB,  p.  146. 
Ihrec^ns  for  devout  Bebai^oiir  in  puhSo 
Worship,  p.  n. 

''  This  fiiih  in  Christ removeth  the  seut  out  of 

the  accursed  stock  qf  naiur^,  wad  transplants  her  into 
Jesus  Christ,  as  a  Vraoch  into  tho  true  viae.    By^Uh  a 

liow  ingeniousn  poUt^  and  lettrned  soever  he  be^  wDl  be- 
hold spiritual  things  tltfough  a  painted  or  false  glass. 
<'  Grant  that  I  nay  effectually  &el  the  power  of  thy 

weed. Let  me  ie  begoUen  agoM  hy  the  Gospel,  as  by 

iocoixijqptihle  seed.^    Plaui  Directions  toe  reading  the 
Scriptures^  p.  18,  28,  88. 

**  We  know  that  without  hotiness  none  can  enter  into 
tby  kingjdom ;  O  IjOidj  fnalte  us  holy  through  the  effeo- 
tuoL  regeneration  and  sanotifiGation  of  thy  Roly  S^rit."" 
Duty  of  Family  Prayer,  p.  SO,  SI. 
''  It  is  the  great  design  and  Messed  work  i^  ike  Go^ 
sgel  of  our  Xiord  to  restore  and  r^enereiie  men  to  the 
spiritual  purity  and  di^vine  dignity  vdiidi  ibey  have  los^ 
mid  to  re-impress  ibe  iflsage  ^  God  qxm  them  by  spirU 
iual  regeneration,  thiou^  his  grace  and  mncj  in  our 
Ix>rd  Jesus  Christ.  -  -  -  Carnal  persons  cannot  act  higher 
or  better  than  their  carnal  prindples  lead  them;  and 
therefore  they  cannot*  without  sjririiudir^gvn^a^iotH  oome 
up  to  the  divin?  principles,  and  rules^  and  Ufe,  and  spirit 
of  the  Chrivtian  rdiginn.^ 

PastojMil  advice  before  Confirmation,  p^  8~7. 

Bishop  Biadfcv^  in  an  entire  sermoD,  tieals  of  tlie 

nature  of  BaptisiMl  sstd  Spritual  rtgeneration.  The  heads 

of  his  discourse  witt  be  aafficient  for  my  purpose.    He 
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propofles  to  show  from  his  text,  Ht  iiL  4—79  0)  ^^J 
baptism  is  styled  the  washing  of  regeneration;  (8)  To 
inquire  how  it  beocmies  a  means  whereby  we  are  saved ; 
(S)  To  show  what  the  renewbg  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
which  St  Paul  joins  with  the  wajdiing  of  regeneration; 
(4)  To  show  thai  the  tposhing  qf  regeneration  may  he 
eeparated  from  ihe  renewing  qf  the  Hofy  Ghost ;  and 
that,  if  it  be  so,  the  end  for  which  it  is  used  cannot  be 
obtained  •  -  •  (5)  To  inquire  how  those  persons,  who  bad 
had  the  washing  of  regeneration,  but  are  not  yet  renewed 
by  the  Divine  Spirit,  may  attain  that  renovation. 

<'  O  blessed  Lord,  who  hast  been  pleased  in  mercy  to 
engraft  me  into  the  body  of  thy  holy  church;  grant  that 
I  may  be  abo  a  living  member  Aereqf.  Begenerafo  me 
by  ihe  grace  qfthy  Holy  Spirit^  that  I  may  walk  worthy 
of  the  vocation  wherewith  I  am  called.^ 

Husbandman^s  Manua],  p.  45l 

^*  That  baptism,  which  has  an  efect  on  our  salvation, 

must  have  it not  in  itself^  by  virtue  qfthe  external 

actf  and  ae  depending  ofi  any  certain  pereony  matter^  or 
Jbrmj  or  aa  operating  Wee  a  charm;  but  in  a  moral  in- 
tellectual manner,  and  so  as  to  affect  the  heart,  and  in- 
fluence the  tempers.  It  is  not  the  puttmg  away  the^filth 
of  the  flesh,  but  the  answer  of  a  good  oonsdenoe  toward 
God.^  Bishop  Law  on  Catechism,  p.  5. 

*<  I  press  you,  my  brother,  to  cohnder  these  thmgs 
deeply;  because,  without  a  due  sense  of  our  natural  de- 
pravity, we  shall  not  duly  value  our  spiritual  Phyadan, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  nor  rigfatiy  apply  his  remedies, 
namely,  Ihe  quUdtefMig^  regeneraJtingy  and  sanct^ying 
works  qfhis  Holy  Spirk;  -  -  -  and  this  shows  the  unre^ 
gtmrate  person  the  depth  of  his  misery.*' 

The  Seaman's  Momior,  p.  IS  and  14. 
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^*  Apply  youisdves  smoeiely  and  affectbnately  to  all 
the  ordinaaees  of  God,  to  all  those  thiogis  which  he  has 
appointed  as  fneana  to  regeneraie^  improvef  and  sanctify 
ihe  wuh  qf  men  ;  such  as  the  reading  and  hearing  of 
GoSs  hobf  word^  mediiatiofij  &c. 

The  Soldier's  Monitor,  p.  SB.' 

^^  Men,  women,  and  children,  consider,  I  pray  yoa, 
in  time,  that  if  we  are  not  regenerated  by  the  Holy  Sprit 
of  God,  and  do  not  become  smoerely  holy  b  all  manner 
of  converaatioQ  •  •  •  tf^  curses  of  Gad^s  book  belong  to  us 
m  both  worldsJ^ 

Dr.  Woodward's  Young  Man's  Monitor,  p.  48, 

^'  He  is  jiot  a  Christian  who  is  one  outwardly,  nmther 
is  that  baptism  which  is  outward  in  the  flesh;  but  he  b  a 
Christian  who  is  one  inwardly;  and  bapHsm  is  tJiot  qfihe 
heariy  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter;  whose  praise  is 
not  of  men  but  of  QodT* 

Archbidiop  Seeker's  Lectures,  p.  S96. 


A  reference  to  the  entire  tract  of  Dr.  Mant, 
and  to  the  entire  body  of  the  previous  books 
and  tracts  of  the  Society,  will  only  confirm  what 
the  extracts  I  have  now  given  sufficiently  esta- 
blish, the  irreconcilable  opposition  of  the  doc- 
trines they  severally  inculcate. 

It  is  the  doctrine  of  Dr.  Mant,  that  regene- 
ration,  or  the  new  birth,  is  conveyed  by  baptism, 
and  by  baptism  exclnrively ;  that  every  indivi- 
dual of  the  human  race,  who  is  rightly  baptized, 
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ig  aetodDy  born  of  God,  bomniyC  of  blood,  nor 
Of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  mtti, 
but  of  God.;  that  he  is  brought  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  made  a  partaker 
of  Christ's  nature,  has  a  new  principle  of  life 
and  action  infused,  even  the  Spirit  of  graoo,  the 
sanctifieation  of  the  Spirit,  purity^  unspotted 
and  unbleoiished  holiness ;  that  he  has  supeia^* 
tural  grace  conferred  upon  himi  aad  ia  raised 
from  sin  and  quickened  by  God;  that  alt  tins  is 
inseparable  from  baptism;  that  no  other  new 
birth  is  possible  in  this  world;  that  regeneiBr 
tion  is  an  event  already  passed,  and  that  if  it 
be  not^  no  sober  man  can  say  how  or  by  what 
means  it  is  efifected;  that  to  deny  all  this  is  to 
deify  the  sacramental  clm)*acter  of  baptism;  is 
a  heresy ;  and  in  some  measure  doing  despite  to 
the  spirit  of  grace;  that  none  who  have  been 
baptized  ever  are  or  can  be  in  an  unr^;enerate 
state ;  and  that  no  baptized  person  ought  to  be 
exhorted  to  pray  for  regeneration,  nor  be  taught 
that  it  is  necessary,  or  even  possible. 

It  has  been  the  doctrine  of  nearly  fifty  other  ! 
books  and  tracts  of  the  Society,  and  continues  I 
to  be  so,  that  the  laver  of  regeneration  and  the 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  separable;  that 
regeneration^  though  the  inward  and  spiritual 
grace  of  baptism,  is  not  invariably  and  neces- 
sarily connected  with  it ;  that  to  be  bom  of 
water  and  to  be  born  of  the  Spirit^  are  d&Btihct 
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things,  BOt  always  foand  together  i  thatwa^ 

carefollf  to  maik  the  ^ffcnrence  tetwee^te^ 

tisttial  and  sphntaal  rq;eneratdon ;  that  baptiam 

is  of  the  nature  of  a  cov^natnfe;^  whisre  the  blerik 

ings  are  conditional^  and  suspended  on  the  fbture 

charaeter  of  the  recipient;  that  raen^  tiwugh 

baptized^  may  have  unr^generate  hearts,  and 

may  be  in  a  state  of  tittregeneracy,  ki  a  state  of 

nature,  cfaiidren  of  wrath,  and  under  the  cuvwi 

of  both  worlds;  that  we  are  to  examine  owu 

selves  by  the  fruits  of  obedience,  in  order  to 

know  whether,  together  with  a  new  name  re* 

oeived  in  baptism,  we  likewise  are  partakers  of 

a  new  nature ;  that  we  are  to  pray  to  God  to 

bestow  on  us  regeneration,  if  we  fear  we  am 

witliout  it ;  that  the  means  of  obtaining  it  are, 

not  only  the  sacraments,  but  fiadth,  prayer,  me* 

ditation,  &c. ;  that  the  word  of  God  is:  ^p^* 

cially  the    instrument  of  r^neration;    tliat 

there  is  a  danger  of  relying^too  much  on  our 

baptismal  privileges;  that  there  is  an  inward  as 

well  as  outward  baptism,  as  there  was  an  in* 

ward  as  well  as  outward  circumcision,  and  that 

these  are  not  necessarily  connected;  and  that  as 

many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they,  and 

they  only,  are  the  sons  of  God. 

Such  is  the  broad  and  palpable  contradiction 
between  the  new  tract  of  Dr.  Mant,  and  the 
other  tracts  of  the  Society.  Into  the  merits  of 
the  theological  question  itself  1  do  not  now 
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enter.  All  I  mean  to  assert  is,  that  the  previous- 
language  of  the  Sodety^  from  its  institudon,  is. 
inconsistent  with  the  language  which  it  has* 
lately  adopted;  and  that  it  is  actually  ciicnlat- 
ing  at  this  very  moment  the  most  contradictory 
ihstraction  on  a  fundamental  doctrine  of  re- 
ligion. 

It  would  be  vain  to  endeavour  to  reconcile 
these  inconsistencies.  Such  an  attempt  may  be 
practicable  where  a  single  term  is  to  be  dis* 
posed  o^  or  an  ambiguous  expres«on  resolved; 
but  can  be  of  no  avail  in  a  question  of  direct 
and  accumulated  contradiction^  where  distinct 
assertions  are  made  again  and .  again  on  the 
one  hand;  and  denied,  as  distinctly  and  re- 
peatedly, in  every  variety  of  form,  on  the  other. 

Indeed,  the  attempt  has  been  so  fully  felt  to 
be  impracticable,  that  other  and  stronger  mear-^ 
sures  appear  to  have  been  resorted  to,  in  order 
to  obviate  this  glaring  inconsistency. — ^An  alter- 
ation has  lately  been  made  in  one  tract,  and 
another  has  been  omitted  from  the  Society's  list. 

Since  the  yeai*  1812  the  passage  which  I 
have  quoted  from  the  Directions  for  a  devout 
Behaviour  in  public  Worship,  has  been  ctumged 
from  «  Regeneration,  a  Prayer  for  it,"  to  **  Re- 
novation, a  Pmyer  for  it." 

Bishop  Bradford's  tract  on  Baptismal  and 
Spiritual  Regeneration  no  longer  appears  on  the 
Sodety's  list. 

This  omission  is   the  more  extraordinary. 
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as  the  tract  of^he  Bishop  treats  the  predse 
subject  of  Dr.  Mant's  tract  in  a  directly  con-* 
tmry  manner^  and  was  not  only  printed^  in 
the  first  instance^  at  the  express  desire  of  the 
Society^  but^  .so  late  as  1811^  was  strongly 
recommended^  by  a  separate  advertisement^  to 
the  attention  of  the  members^  as  a  judiciom 
atad  scriptural  discourse.  This  transaction^ 
whilst  it  fiilly^  though  tacitly^  admits  the  charge 
of  inconsistency,  seems  only  to  increase  the  real 
evH  of  the  case ;  for,  while  it  leaves  above  forty 
more  books  and  tracts  in  undiminished  hostility 
to  Dr.  Mant,  it  shows  that  the  adoption  and 
circulation  of  his  novel  doctrines  is  the  effect, 
not  of  inadvertence,  winch  might  otherwise 
have  been  alleged  as  the  excuse,  but  of  design. 
What  has  taken  place,  therefore,  renders  the 
present  appeal  the  more  necessary,  because  it 
suggests  the  reasonable  apprehension  that  it  is 
butthe^<x>mmencement  of  a  series  of  measures 
¥or  gradually  changing  the  language  of  all  the 
old  books  and  tracts ;  or  perhaps  getting  rid  of 
tbeiti  entirely,  in  order  to  produce  a  conformity 
with  the  new  doctrines  which  have  recently 
been  promulgated.  Thus  the  creed  of  the  So- 
ciety«-a  society  so  closely  connected  with  the 
Established  Church,  the  Articles,  Lituigy,  and 
Homilies  of  which  remain  the  same— will  be 
essentially  iEdtered.  And  if  at  one  time  the  So- 
ciety's various  tracts  may  be  changed  to  suit  the 
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st^t^meats  of  Dr..  Mant  on  oii«  fon^aoMiital 
allele  of  qw  feitb^  at  anoUm:  the  smae  wiitr 
jngs  may  be  submitted  to  a  pwni^r  pixK;es6i  to 
aiBcoiniii9date  some  new  variation  of  apimfm  <m 
tbe  same  or  soipe  otber  equally  AiUicUioiei^ 
^pctrine.  In  tipis  way  may  all  the  ^reat  found* 
ations  of  Christianity  be  sepr^tly  bpt  «ffieetuaUy 
undermined.  W|iat  mischief  such  variatiMS 
must  produce^  whi]^  the  fixed  ensed  ol  por 
ehurcjb,  to  which  all  tbe  clergy  bave  si3ybsi^bed» 
remains  as  the  witness  of  our  dishoponr,  I  na^d 
pot  point  out! 

But  here  another  question  occurs.  With  what 
propriety,  are  these  hazardous  ch^Age^  vade  in 
traces  which  the  So^dety  has  solemaly^-and  a^ 
due  deliberation^  admitted  and  for  many  ywps 
retained  on  its  list?  Unimportant  mproTe- 
ments  in  style,  after  a  lapse  of  year8>  ipay  fairly 
be  adipitted.  But  to  make  the  prodaptions  of 
fonnf^r  Archbishops  and  Bishopsi  p^i^iafp  the 
very  fpppders  of  the  Siociety  it^»  9pi9f(k»  even 
on  iip|)orfant  ^octripeSj  a  langnagi?  tbp  lii??fwp 
of  wb«^t  WAS  ^pd§d,  apd  thep  to  qm^^  the 
taraplts  th^s  ^tQr§d  as  the  wori^s  of  the  original 
writers,  is  §ur«ly  a  pitiveeding;  of  no  coivmon 
temerity.  . 

Nor  is  )t  an  unimportant  oipsMwataoi^,^ 
this  discussion,  that  the  veperable  nfupes  p^.fdl 
the  archbishops  and  bishops  jpf  opr  ^^prp|i  are 
implicated  in  the  proceedings  of  this  great  1^ 
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eidty*.  AkidthOagb  it  pawpt'be  sappwed  thut 
AA  bigb  4iiiti^  admit  of  their  devoting  much 
time  to  the  doUil  of  its  concQras^  it  is^  how- 

-eror^  on  that  very  account,  the  more  incpmbent 

-OH'  the  Society  to  avoid  such:  incautiouB  yaria- 
taons  in  its  religiotts  iflstrcctionfl^  as  must  iofe^l- 
libiy  oompcomise  their  credit  and  cotisisteiicy. 
Ilk  the  present  instance^  Dr.  M&nt*s  tract  comes 
Sorth  itppateDtiy  sanctioned  hy  their  authority. 

.  The  lorty  or  fifty  hooks  and  tracts  whiph  pp- 
poee  Dr.  Mant,  enjoy  the  same  privilege:  and 
tiins  are  the  biqephest  authorities  of  our  chunoh 
unhappily  involved  in  the  contracyucliong  of  the 

.  faodjr  whioh  they  patronise. 

it  is  no  small  aggravation  of  this  disti:«8sb»g 
case^  that  the  Sodety  should  have  adopted  the 
stqi  of  transmitting  Dr.  Mant*s  tract  as  the  ex- 
cdnsive  cotnpanion  of  its  last  Annual  Report ; 
thus  diffusing  in  the  widest  manner^  and  vrith 
tiie  highest  sanction,  the  evidence  of  its  own 
laebnsiMency. 

NetiwithstAnding,  however,  the  e^mordi- 
nary  honours  conferred  on  this  publication,  Uie 
evil  likely  to  arise  front  it  may  still  be  remedied, 
.byeocpunging  it  from,  the  Society's  list.  It  wttl 
become,  indeed,  a  gmve  subject  of  con/sidera- 
tion,  in  what^manner  the  recurrence  of  similar 
e^nls  okay  be  prevented.    On  ttda  point  I  mean 

/li0t  t»  enter.  -But,  unqaestionably,  the  contra- 
dktidns  whidi  now  deform  the  Society's  tracts 
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mnst  be  removed,  and  removed  epeedfly  ai|d  df- 
fecttaally,  if  the  Society  is  to  contiime  the  wnie. 
The  circa  mstanees  of  the  times  forUd  w  to 
hope  that  it  will  receive  the  same  cordial  sup* 
port,  if  it  should  be  once  understood  that  it  pro-* 
pagates  error;  which  must  be  the  case  so  long 
as  broad  and  palpable  contradictions  are  permit- 
ted to  exist  in  the  doctrine  of  its  tracts.  Other 
sodetids  have  sprung  up  daring  the  last  few 
years,  which  are  rapidly  rising  into  distinction ; 
one  or  ^thei:  of  which  embraces  almost  every 
domestic  object  of  the  Sodety  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge.  Surely,  then,  it  beeomes 
this  Society  to  exercise  a  more  than  ordnary 
circumspection;  for  in  no  other  way  can  it 
continqe  to  enjoy  that  pre-eminent  share  of  the 
public  esteem  oiT  which  its  prosperity  i*ests.  •  If 
it  is  still  to  be  the  leading  body  in  the  great 
ctforts  of  mercy  now  going  on  in  the  world,  it 
must  stand  forth  in  the  attire  of  consistency  and 
truth.  No  large  mass  of  voluntary  subscrtbers 
can  long  be  kept  together  by  any  other  con- 
duct. 

I  need  not,  I.  apprehend,  do  mora  than  al* 
lude  in  this  place  to  the  unfavourable  l%ht  in 
which  the  Societ/s  late  proceedings  vrith  regacd 
to  Dr.  Mant*8  tract  must  tend  to  place  the 
CbOrch  of  England  in  her  controversies  with 
the  dissenters  from  her  coitimunion.  Already 
has  a  most  Injurious  use  been  made  of  the  dr- 
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cnmstance.  And  unless  the  Society  shall  vindi- 
cate its  own  consistency,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
what  advantages  the  opponents  of  our  apostoli- 
cal church  wiU  derive  from  the  contradictory 
interpretations  of  a  Society  which  includes  so 
large  a  portion  of  her  ministers. 

Biat  fi^m  these  and  similar  topics  I  purposely 
abstain ;  my  sole  object  being  to  solicit  most 
earnestly  the  attention  of  the  general  body  of 
subscribers  to  what  appears  to  me  a  fatal  incon- 
,  sistency,  on  a;  fundamental  article  of  faith,  in 
the  Society's  publications.  A  sincere  regard 
fw  the  interests  of,  that  Society,  and.an  acdent 
wisb.for  the  incitesing.  abd  permailenfe  prospe- 
rity of  that  chut*eh  with  which'  it  is  so  closely  don- 
Mt^ed,  httve  ^ictatfed  these  observaitionS ;  and  I 
the  thore  earnestly  presis  them  on  the  considera- 
tion of  its  members,  from  a  full  persuasion  that 
the  speedy  and  effectual  removal  of  the.  evil 
vvhich  th^y  point  out,  while  it  is  imperiously 
called  for  by  a  regard  to  the  interests  of  true  ipe- 
ligioQ  in  this  country,  is  essentially  and  indis- 
pensably ncfcessary  to  the  respectability  and 
cootitiued  usduhiess  of  the  Society '. 

*  It  may  bepropiar  to  loeiitioii,  that  the  above  Ad^Klt 
was,  suggested  by  the  publications  of  the  Rev.  J.  3cott,.,of 
Htill^  and  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Biddulph,  of  Bristol,  in  reply  to 
Dr.  Mant's  Tract,  ^rom  the  Appendix  of  the  latter  work 
the  extracts  from  the  Society's  former  publications  are  ^ven; 
not,  however,  without  being  first  compared  with  the  original 
books  and  tracts. 
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September  1824. 
It  nmy  be  light  to  ad^  Aat  soon  after  the  publica- 
dod  of  thift  AnDBXss,  a  reviskm  idi  the  tracts  of  the  So- 
fiety  was  directed  ta  be  undettaken  by  a  general  boaid, 
and  a  Committee  a|qpointed  for  that  purpcpe-  The  B^ 
port  presented  afierwavda  bj  the  Cammittee  denied,  in- 
deed,  that  they  had  fowd  any  ooptradifitioim.to  be  in- 
volved in  the  hmgui^  c£  the  older  tracts  and  that  of 
Dr.  Ment;  but  distinctly  admitted  all  that  the  Addbkbs 
contended  for;  that  the  term  Regeneration  was  employed 
in  them  sometimes  in  a  strict  fiturgical  sense  for  the 
grace  conveyed  in  Bapdsm;  and  sometimes  in  a  more 
'fininqgedind  pofmkt  sense  for  the  renewal  and etover- 
oon  of  the  heart  gsamlfy.  It  afastaibed  froHi  any  dl- 
jreotaftp^obationaf  th^^boavicittatwstof  Dr.  Alin 
*  About  the  same  iim^  a  new  edition  of  Dr.  MnH^s 
Tract  waa  published,  in  which  the  most  otgectioDaUe  ex- 
pn^aons,  all  those  indeed  on  which  the  controvert  tumtd, 
.were  expunged  or  modified. 

In  how  strong  a  manner  the  old  writers  most  in  re- 
pute in  our  Churdi  differed  from  the  persons  who  guided 
in  the  publication  of  the  Society's  Tracts  at  tins  time, 
was  futlher  apparent  from  the  drcumstance,    that  in 
zttansftrnng  a  comment  upon  a  passage  in  Eienel  fioln 
Dr.  Lowth^s  pqges  to  those  of  the!  I^saily  BAIe^  tiie 
word  Regeneration    was   expunged,    and  another  and 
'  sd^'  woid  safasfitnted,  without  tbe  slightest  aitthority 
or  explanation.  Tlie  alteration  was  retracted  on  an  expqs- 
'!tulatioQ  t'^g  made  at  the  General  Board. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

'  TO  THB  FIFFBENTH    BDITION.   • 

A  VA&iETY  of  publications,  profesdng  to  reply  to  the 
**  Defence  df  the  t!hurch  MisaoniEoy  Sodety,^  have  ap- 
peared; and  though  they  do  not,  as  it  appears  to  me^  con- 
tain any  objections  of  real  weight,  yet  I  may  posnbly 
hereafter,  if  my  friends  should  think  it  advisable,  make  a 
brief  and  general  answer  \  It  may  seem,  however^  expe- 
dient to  advert,  without  further  delay,  to  one  topic  of  a 
personal'  nature ;  espedally  as  it  may  be  dispatched  in  a 
very  few  words,  and  has  Uttie  real  connection  with  the 
general  and  immensely  important  question  under  &- 
cussion. 

A  strenuous  effort  has  been  made  in  one  of  die  pub- 
lications alluded'  to,  and  has  been  even  circulated  by 
means  c£  the  public  prmts,  to  prove  that  die  Reverend 
die  Archdeacon  of  Bath  acted  dirougfaout  under  die 
direct  sanction  of  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Welb.  But  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  no  avennent  whatever  is 
made  on  the  only  point  in  question,  namely,  by  what 

'  The  author,  upon  mom  mature  reflection,  was  dissuaded 
from  making  any  reply  to  the  twenty  or 'Odrty  pamphlets  occasion- 
-edlbylhistraet  His  simple  reasons  were,  the  extiaori^fagMiy  weak- 
aessof  the  argomentsemplt^ed;  and  yet  more,  tlie  alaostiia- 
mediate  activity  in  tiie  cause  of  Missions,  which  marked  tlie 
two  great  Societies  to  wUoh  his  XMBDce  pftndF«Hy  addressed 
nseiL 
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attthori^  the  Arcbdeaoon  iflsued  hb  Prolest  in  the  i 
of  his  diocesan,  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  I  must 
be  peniiitte4'lbnefiirr»  to  oapidhide,.dnt  117  cniginal 
opinion  was  conect;  apd  that;,  whaterer  inferences  the 
figgnlar  precipitancy  c^  mind  exlubited  by  the  Arch- 
deacon CD  this  ooci^on,  may  have  erroneously,  thou^  I 
doubt,  not  oonsdenliously,  deduced  fiom  geaeni  obliging 
expressions  and  the  characteristic  urbanity  of  the  Bishop, 
his  Lordship  never  did  pve  him  authority  to  protest 
in  his  name  at  the  meeting;  a  step  of  so  serious  a 
nature  as  obviously  to  req^uire  a  distmct  and  positive 
pppwitment.  From  the  reply  made  by  his  Lordsh^ 
to;th^  Secaretaiy  dP  the  Bath  Missionary  Assodataon, 
and  from  various  other  circumstances,  I  cannot  but 
concur  in  the  conviction  generally  entertained,  that  his 
Lardshi{>»  though  he  declined  to  support,  never  him« 
self  intended  to  oppose  the  formation  of  the  Churdi 
MisMOimry  Assodation  at  Bath;  a  oonvicdon  greatly 
straigdiened  by  the  oonaderation  of  the  distinguished 
moderation  and  judgment  of  his  Lordship^s  conduct  to- 
wards the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  British  and  Foreifn 
BiUe  Society  in  his  own  diocese.  It  is,  I  bdieve,  well 
known,  that  his  Lordship  has  always  declined  any  inter- 
ference with  his  clergy  upon  this  subject,  attd  has  al- 
Jowed  eM^^indtvidiial'taact  cntirdy  aoooiding  to  hfs  own 
Akcrtetiofia' 

March  9,  181d. 
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Tab  Reverend  the  Ardi.deacoii  of  Bath  having 
publidhed  an  Address  which  he  defivered  at  a 
meeting  held  in  that  oity  on  Monday  the  let  of 
Deeember,  IS17,  against  the  formaUon  of  att 
Auidfiary  Church  Missionary  Society  for  thittb 
popnloos  neighboarbood,  it  may  seem  requisite 
in  order  that  the  statements  of  that  pall^liodtioD 
may  be  propierly  considered^  to  take  a  brief 
View  of  the  general  cause  of  Mttsions^  and  of 
the  circnmstances  which  led  to  the  formation  of 
the  various  associations  in  connection  with  the 
Church  Missionary  Society; 

It  had  long  been  the  reproach  of  theChiw-^ 
tian  Church,  that  so  little  had  been  done  for 
propagating  the  faith  among  heathen  nations. 
The  i^eal  which  animated  her  membara  m  her 
earlier  days,  seemed  almost  extingoitfaied ;  aad^ 
after  the  lapse  of  nearly  eighteen  centuries,  tlMi 
last  command  of  her  Redeemer,  to  pr4mch  Mt 
Oospel  to  every  creature,  wai9  yet  unaoeom- 
plisfaed: 
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It  might  have  been  expected^  indeed^  that, 
with  the  progress  of  superstition  in  the  dark 
ages,  the  pure  flame  of  Christian  charity  should 
decline;  and  that  the  church,  either  inculcat- 
ing a  corrupted  doctrine,  or  employing  unhal- 
lowed means,  should  fail  more  and  more  in  her 
efforts  to  disseminate  the  Christian  Faith. 

But  why  had  not  the  reformed  churches  re- 
kindled the  sacred  fire?  Why  had  they  allow- 
ed three  centuries  to  pass  away,  before  they 
attempted  any  thing  considerable  for  the  sal- 
tation of  the  world?  Why  had  not  the  holy 
seal  of  their  Missionaries  marked  the  revival  of 
that  pure  doctrine  of  Christ,  which  they  re- 
ceived in  order  that  they  might  disseminate  it  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth  r 

The  painful  truth  is,  that  the  Reformation 
has  never  transfused  into  its  communities  the 
spirit  of  Missions.  The  Roman  Catholics,  with 
all  the  gross  corruptions  which  we  charge  upon 
them,  have  outstripped  us  in  this  race.  At  the 
very  time  when  Protestant  Germany  and  England 
were  utterly  indolent,  Rome  was  pushing  her 
Missionaries  into  the  most  remote  and  apparently 
impenetrable,  r^ons  of  the  earth.  It  is  with 
a  sort  of  triumph,  that  Muratori  observes,  ^'  That, 
amongst  aU  the  marks  that  serve  to  disting|ush 
the  .Catholic  Church  from  sects  delivered  over 
to  error,  the  ardent  zeal  she  has  ever  shown  for 
the  propagation  of   the  Gospel,    is  one  that 
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Strikes  us  most'."*  Undoubtedly,  the  wealth  and 
power  of  that  church,  together  with  its  abso- 
lute domiuioD  over  its  priesthood,  &cilitated  its 
Missionary  designs;  whilst  the  uncertain  con- 
dition of  the  early  Protestant  communities,  and 
the  domestic  habits  of  their  clergy,  proportion- 
ably  impeded  them  in  such  exertions.    It  is 
to  be  considered  also,  that  much  is  to  be  deducted 
from  the  apparent  effects  of  the  Romish  Mis- 
sions, on  the  score  of  the  supet*stition,  duplicity, 
and  force,  which  too  much  disgiuced  their  later 
measures:   but  still  the  humiliating  acknow- 
ledgment must  be  made,    that  the  reformed 
churches   have   been  lamentably  defective  in 
these  high   and  ennobling  duties.    Surely,  as 
they  acquired  stability  and  influence,  they  should 
have  laboured  to  equal  the  efforts  of  the  Catholic 
Missionaries  in  extent  of  labour,  whilst  they 
surpassed  them  in  purity  of  doctrine  and  sim- 
plicity of  proceeding. 

We  must  not,  indeed,  undervalue  the  actual 
attempts  of  the  different  Protestant  communities 
in  their  various  Missions.  The  patience  and 
fmth  of  Ziegenbalg,  Grundler,  Swartz,  and 
Gerick^,  of  Eliot,  Brainerd,  and  others,  will 
never  be  forgotten.  But  what  proportion  do 
the  labours  of  these,  and  a  few  other  holy  men, 

*  Muratori's  Relation  of  Missions  f»  Paraguay.  Lond. 
1759. 

VOL.   H.  T 
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bear  to  the  inimeiise  extent  of  the  healheii 
world?  The  population  of  the  globe  is  esti^ 
mated,  at  the  lowest,  at  800  millions,  of  whom 
not  more  than  176  millions  are  professedly 
Christian — that  is,  in  the  nineteenth  century 
from  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  three- 
fourths  of  that  world  never  heard,  to  any  effect, 
of  his  name  ;  never  heard  of  the  God  who  made 
nor  of  the  Saviour  who  redeemed  them ;  were 
never  told  of  their  immortal  destiny,  of  their 
duty  and  their  danger,  of  the  way  of  repentance 
or  the  foundation  of  hope.  Surely  this  single 
fact  is  sufficient  to  afflict  every  considerate, 
every  humane  mind.  And  yet,  time  stops  not 
In  its  course.  Thousands  of  our  fellow-ci-ea- 
tures  are  hastening  into  eternity  every  year, 
every  month,  every  day,  who  might  have  been 
enlightened  and  blessed  with  the  truths  of  re- 
velation, if  we  had  possessed  more  zeal  and 
charity  in  consulting  their  everlasting  wel- 
fare. Indeed,  were  the  temporal  well-being  of 
mankind  alone  in  question,  they  who  rightly 
estimate  the  astonishing  effects  of  Christianity, 
in  mitigating  the  evils  of  war  and  abolishing 
the  cruelties  of  6^then  superstition,  as  well  as 
in  communicating^  innumerable  other  benefits, 
would  ardently  wish  to  diffuse  it  with  a  view  to 
the  present  happiness  of  their  fellow-men,  as  well 
as  to  their  eternal  felicity. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect,  that  amongst  all  the 
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nations  professing  the  Protestant  faith,  our  own 
country  has  had,  till  within  these  very  kw 
yearis,  the  largest  share  in  the  guilt  of  this 
inactivity.  It  is  truly  alarming  to  consider 
the  rank  and  commerce  and  glory  of  this  great 
empire,  and  yet  the  little  that  she  has  done  in 
the  noblest  cause  which  can  animate  man.  She 
stretches  her  dominion  over  an  immense  portion 
of  the  world :  her  ships  cover  every  ocean :  her 
territories  border  on  most  of  the  considerable 
heathen  and  Mohammedan  states:  her  fame 
for  wealth,  and  liberty,  and  valour,  and  good 
faith,  has  filled  the  earth :  and  yet  what  has 
she  effected  for  the  highest  interests  of  man* 
kind  ?  what,  worthy  of  the  blessings  bestowed 
on  her?  what  at  all  answerable  to  the  facilities 
which  she  possesses,  and  the  correspondent 
obligations  under  which  she  lies  ?  Especially^ 
since  the  vast  extent  of  her  possessions  in  India 
has  added  sixty  or  seventy  millions  to  her 
population— an  event  of  incalculable  moment, 
and  bringing  with  it  a  deep  responsibility — 
what  has  she  attempted,  to  meet  the  great  occa- 
sion which  is  presented  to  her,  of  extending  the 
Christian  faith? 

If  we  except  the  laudable  efforts  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge  in  the 
South  of  India,  where  a  few  clergymen,  and 
those  of  the  Lutheran  church,  have  long  been 
supportexl,  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  has  been 
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done,  tiU  these  late  years,  by  pur  cUuroh,  for  the 
instruction  of  the  heathen. 

And  yet  what  is  there  so  holy,  what  so 
elevated,  what  so  arduous,  as  the  work  of  dis- 
seminating the  most  stupendous  blessings  among 
nations  debased  by  vice  and  superstition,  nations 
lost  to  heaven  and  to  themselves,  without  hope 
and  without  God  in  the  world?  We  boast  of  our 
benevolence  and  humanity;  but  what  exercise 
of  benevolence  or  humanity  can  be  compared  to 
that  of  rescuing  our  fellow-men  from  ignorance, 
and  cruelty,  and  lust,  and  misery ;  of  convey* 
ing  to  them  the  knowledge  of  a  crucified  Re- 
deemer, and  telling  them  that  GO0  is  jjovrI 
We  talk  of  heroism ;  but  what  is  so  heroic  as  to 
quit  the  comforts  of  our  native  land,  and  cheer- 
fully to  encounter  the  dangers  of  a  foreign  clime, 
and  all  the  labours  and  sufferings  incidental  to 
missionary  undertakings  ?  Surely  there  treads 
not  on  this  earth  a  man  so  truly  magnanimous 
as  the  faithful  missionary!  To  be  engaged 
in  inviting  such  men  into  the  field  of  CMrtion, 
and  of  aiding  and  animating  them  in  their  toils, 
can  only,  therefore,  be  second  in  importance  to 
the  becoming  missionaries  ourselves. 

And  yet  England  was  for  a  long  period,  as  a 
nation,  utterly  unmoved  by  these  considerations. 
With  a  cold  selfishness  she  monopolised  the  gifts 
.of  gt*ace,  which  were  confided  to  her  for  the  be- 
nefit of  mankind.     She  was  contented  with 
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languid  wishes  for  the  good  of  others;  and,  by 
her  indifference,  seemed  to  pour  contempt  on 
the  ardour  of  those  who  were  willing  to  enter  oa> 
the  high  service  of  enlightening  mankind. 

But,  blessed  be  God,  these  reproaches  on 
the  British  name  are,   in  their  full  force,  uo" 
longer  applicable.    Within  these  few  years,  a 
zealous  desire  to  promote  these  efforts  of  love 
has  begun  to  appear;  and  it  will  depend  very^ 
much  on  the  British  nation  at  large,  to  deter- 
mine whether  this  spirit  shall  or  shall  not  be 
nourished  and  augmented.    Benevolent  indivi- 
duals, of  various  religious  confessions  in  thisi 
country,   began  about  twenty  years  back  to 
form  several  missionary  societies  for  propagating 
the  Gospel  in  different  parts  of  the  world.    Tlie 
proposals  were  received  with  attention.     The 
blessing  of  Almighty  God  appeared  to  rest  upon 
these  undertakings.    It  then  occurred  to  a  few 
pious  and  conscientious  members  of  our  church, 
that  some  success  might  attend  a  modest  and 
prudent  attempt  to  form  a  missionary  society  in 
our  own  body.    The  moment  seemed  inviting. 
Our  immense  Indian    empire,    our  efforts  to 
open  Africa  to  freedom  and  the  blessings  of 
eivilization,  our  increasing  commerce,  the  ap- 
parent revival  of  Christian  piety  in  many  quar- 
ters, the  example  and  success  of  other  religious 
communities,  the  warning  hand  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence in  the  commotions  of  the  European 
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States^  the  long  reproach  which  had  rested  on 
the  church  for  her  remissness  in  this  labour, 
the  comparatively  small  exertions  of  the  only 
two  societies  within  her  pale  which  had  any 
concern  with  missions,  the  circumstance  that 
not  one  English  clergyman  was  acting  as  a 
missionary  among  heathens,  the  duty  at  any 
rate  of  making  an  attempt  though  it  should  fail, 
and  the  possibility  of  its  being  crowned  with 
success — these  considerations  loudly  and  irre- 
sistibly called  on  them  to  propose  a  new  So- 
ciety, exclusively  devoted  to  the  objects  of 
missions. 

The  Church  Missionary  Society  for  Africa 
and  the  East  was  accordingly  formed.  Its 
measures  were,  in  the. first  instance,  submitted 
to  the  notice  of  the  then  Lord  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  London.  For 
the  first  few  years  it  was  chiefly  engaged  in 
making  inquiries,  circulating  information,  col- 
lecting subscriptions,  and  instituting  preparatory 
measures.  It  proceeded  with  all  due  caution. 
It  had  to  contend  with  various  difficulties  in  its 
first  ttttiimpts  to  send  out  missionaries..  Its 
chief  impediments,  however,  arose  at  home, 
from  that  want  of  a  lively  interest  in  the  mem- 
bers of  our  church  for  the  salvation  of  the 
pagan  nations  which,  we  must  acknowledge 
with  concern,  had  too  long  prevailed  amongst 
us.    Still  its  conductors  bore  up,   though  in 
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weahkess,  and  fear,  and  much  tremhlingf  They 
fixed  on  Africa^  injured  Africa^  as  the  fi^| 
scene  of  their  labours.  The  efforts  of  the 
frleuds  of  humanity  for  accomplisbiog  the  abo- 
lition of  the  slave  trade  encouraged  them  t^ 
this  attempt.  In  a  few  yeara  they  addressed 
themselves  to  the  work  in  various  parts  of  India; 
4nd,  ^erward^  as  the  Providence  of  God  open- 
ed their  way,  to  the  large  and  populous  islands 
of  New  Zealand,  and  to  the  extensive  shores,  of 
the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

After  seventeen  years  of  patient  labour,  they 
have  been  blessed  with  a  measure  of  success 
which  calls  for  their  unfeigned  gratitude,  and 
animates  them  to  further  exertions.  The  statioofi 
which  the  society  occupies,  including  the  9cho<4s 
of  the  Tranquebar  Mission,  now  amount  to 
about  forty-five.  In  these  stations  there  arQ 
upward  of  eighty  Christian  teachers,  of  th^ 
varioas  descriptions  of  missionaries,  readers  of 
the  Scriptures,  schoolmasters,  and  settlers,  of 
the  English  and  Lutheran  churches.  More  thaq 
3000  children  are  receiving  Christian  education, 
according  •  to  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
Bngknd;  and,  of  these,  at  least  400  arie  wboll>|r 
suf^orted  at  .the  expense  of  the  society.  Be^ 
sides  these  children,  there  are  many  adult 
scholars.  The  Gospel  is  constantly  preached  tQ 
thousands  of  the  lieathen,  and  has  been  bliessed 
to  the  conversion  of  many  who  are  now  living  t 
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whilst,  in  all  the  chief  scenes  of  the  Society's  h^ 
boors,  some  have  died  in  the  faith  and  hope  of 
Chiist. 

Snch  is  the  present  state  of  this  in&nt  Insti- 
tution— the  only  one  in  the  Church  of  England, 
which  has  for  its  exclusive  object  the  convernon 
of  the  heathen  world. 

It  is  impossible,  one  would  think,  for  any 
Christian  to  read  this  statement,  without  beii^ 
filled  with  gratitude  to  God  for  being  permitted 
to  assist  in  such  a  holy  and  heavenly  under^ 
taking.  It  is  impossible  not  to  look  with  affec- 
tion on  these  extensive  blessings,  difiused  by 
members  of  our  church.  Every  considerate, 
every  humane  person,  would  surely  tt*eat  with 
forbearance  any  marks  of  human  infirmity 
which  he  might  ima^^ne  that  he  saw;  and 
more  especially  as  to  those  great  eflforts  which 
must  have  been  required  to  excite  and  preserve 
that  spirit  of  zeal  and  love  in  the  breasts  of 
Christians,  from  which  the  whole,  under  the 
blessing  of  God,  has  proceeded* 

Among  their  first  and  most  necessary  mea^ 
snres  was  that  of  endeavouring  to  engage 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  aid  them  with 
thmr  subscriptions.  This  plan  was  accordingly 
adopted,  in  proportion  as  the  sphere  of  the  So* 
ciety's  operations  enlarged,  and  the  demand  for 
increasing  funds  became    more    importunate. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHURCB  MISSIONARY  SOClBTf .  28| 

Id  the  course^  therefiore,  of  the  last  few  years^ 
upward  of  two  hundred  different  associations 
have  been  formed;  the  simple  design  of  all 
which  has  been^  to  offer  to  such  persons  in  each 
neighbourhood,  as  might  feel  inclined  to  sub- 
scribe, the  opportunity  of  doing  so  with  the 
least  inconvenience.  The  exciting  also  of  a 
spirit  of  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  the 
Society,  and  the  stimulating  of  proper  persons 
to  offer  themselves  as  missionaries,  were  among 
the  objects  in  view.  The  result  of  these  efforts 
has  been,  that  thirteen  clergymen  ordained  in 
our  episcopal  church,  together  with  eighteen 
Lutheran  clergymen,  have  been  sent  out  by 
the  Society;  and  that,  last  year,  about  20,000/.  3 
was  raised  in  aid  of  its  designs. 

In  forming  these  various  associations^  the 
most  simple  and  inoffensive  method  has  been 
adopted*  When  the  friends  of  the  Society  in 
any  considerable  neighbourhood,  and  especially 
the  clergy  and  more  respectable  inhabitants, 
have  conceived  that  there  was  any  fair  opening 
for  proposing  the  Society  to  the  pious  and  bene- 
volent around  them,  application  has  been  re- 
spectfully made  to  persons  of  weight  and  consi* 
deration  residing  in  or  near  the  place;  and  if 
the  measure  has  been  received  with  favour,  a 
meeting  has  been  called,    some  nobleman  or 

3  The  income  of  the  first  year  was  about  9001. 
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gentleman  in  the  vicinity  being  requested  to  act 
as  chairman,  as  is  customary  on  similar  public 
occasions.  The  plan  of  the  Society  has  then 
been  explained,  an  Association  formed  in  its 
support,  oflEicers  to  conduct  it  chosen,  and  sub*- 
scriptions  raised. 

In  this  manner  the  Society  has  been  ad* 
vancing  with  increasing  rapidity,  maintainiqg 
always  a  charitable  and  prudent  line  of  conduct, 
interfering  with  no  other  Societies,  violating  no 
usages  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  making  no 
t^fleotions  on  those  who  might  decline  to  sup*- 
port  it%  but  reljnng  on  the  purity  of  its  inteD*«> 
tions  and  the  blessing  of  God  for  that  degree  of 
patronage  among  distinguished  person^  in  churdi 
and  state,  which  it  might  please  Divine  Provi«- 
dence  to  grant.  Ali*eady  had  the  Society  ob- 
tained the  favour  of  two  venerable  prelates  and 
other  dignitaries  of  our  church,  of  many  emi* 
nent  noblemen,  and  of  a  great  body  of  the 
clergy;  and  the  time  seemed  approaching  when 
the  attention  of  our  fellow-cc^ntrymen  would 
be  more  generally  directed  to  our  great  cause, 
when  the  extraordinary  event  occurred  wluch 
has  made  the  present  defence  of  the  Society  ne* 
N^essary ;  but  which,  we  cannot  doubt,  w^,  in 
its^  Consequences,  serve  only  to  bring  the  great 

4  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  official  docuttienta  of  th^ 
Society,  contained  in  Seventeen  Reports,  from  1801  to  1817; 
which,  with  the  Annual  Sermons,  now  form  five  Tolumes 
octavo. 
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question  of  missioiis  still  more  folly  before  the 
British  nation. 

At  the  meeting,  called  by  advertisement,  of 
the  friends  to  a. proposed  Bath  Association,  the 
Rev.  Josiah  Thomas,  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath, 
appeared ;  and  before  the  Secretary  of  the  So? 
ciety  could  explain  the  nature  of  the  projected 
undertaking,  delivered  an  Address  and  Pro* 
test,  which  he  has  since  published,  and  which 
has  appeared  in  most  of  the  London  and  many 
of  the  country  newspapers.  This  proceeding 
has,  of  course,  attracted  much  public  attention; 
but  the  reasons  by  which  it  is  supported  are,  as 
I  trust  mil  appear,  utterly  insufficient  to  jus-» 
tify  so  unprecedented  a  measure.  .      . 

.  The  objections  urged  by  the  Archdeacon  are 
of  two  sorts:  the  first  regards  the  authority  by 

WHICH    THE  proposed  ASSOCIATION  WAS   FORMED; 

the  second,  the  mature  and  designs  of  the 
CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY,  with  wbich  it  was 
to  be  united. 

On  the  subject  of  authority,  the  reverend 
speaker  states,  that  he  came  to  the  meeting 
officially;  that,  in  delivering  the  Address  which 
he  has  now  published,  under  the  name  of  a 
Protest,  he  was  executing  his  office;  that  the 
Right  Reverend  theXiord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese, 
and  the  vast  majority  of  the  clergy  in  his  ju- 
risdiction, disclaimed  the  Society;  and  that  the 
Institution  was  Bfi  irregular  association,  tending 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SM  A  DBFKNCB  OF  THB 

to  the  subversioD  of  ecclesiastical  order.  He 
charges  the  right  reverend  prelate  who  took  the 
chair  at  the  meeting,  with  invading  the  pro« 
vince  of  his  venerable  brother,  and  tbrnstihghis 
sickle  into  another  man*s  harvest.  He  pointedly 
intimates,  that  the  Society  assumed  a  title  to 
which  it  had  no  right.  He  expresses  his  con- 
viction, that  the  formation  of  the  proposed  asso* 
elation  at  Bath  would  be  pernicious,  and  would 
render  that  city  a  hot-bed  of  heresy  and  schism* 
As  Archdeacon,  therefore,  of  Bath,  hi  the 
name  of  his  diocesan,  in  his  own  name,  in  the 
names  of  the  rectors  of  Bath,  and  in  the  names 
of  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  clergy  c^  his  ju«* 
risdiction,  the  reverend  speaker  protested 
agmnst  the  formation  of  the  proposed  Society. 

The  tendency  of  this  language,  as  well  as 
of  the  whole  Address  delivered  by  the  Arch*' 
deacon,  was,  to  represent  the  formation  of  the 
Bath  Missionary  Association  as  an  irregular, 
unauthorized,  and  uncanonical  act — as  an  act 
so  irregular,  that  it  became  at  once  his  right 
and  duty  to  interpose;  and,  by  a  personal  and 
solemn  Protest,  to  effect  either  the  suppression 
of  the  design,  or  at  least  the  secession  of  all  its 
|erical  promoters. 

ie  question,  then,  is,  in  what  respect  was 
this  meeting  iiTcgular  or  uncanonical  ?  Wlmt 
were  the  circumstances,  and  what  the  laws  ap^- 
plicable  to  those  circumstances^  that  warranted 
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the  Arehdeacon  in  a  measure  of  mterfeDence^ 
which,  if  not  justified  on  the  grounds  claimed 
for  it,  he  himself  must  allow  to  have  been  an 
outrage  on  the  rights  of  private  judgment,  and 
a  flagrant  departure  from  the  decorum  ordina* 
rily  observed  in  civilized  society. 

1.  The  Archdeacon  appears  tct  found  his 
claim  of  jurisdiction  over  the  meeting,  on  the 
circumstance  of  our  Missionary  Society  bang  a 
Church  of  England  Society.  He  will  not,  in* 
deed,  allow,  what  he  states  to  be  its  praten- 
sions  to  the  title ;  but  he  obviously  assumes  his 
right  of  interference  on  that  ground.  Now  it  is 
mamfest,  that  the  Society  never  affected  or  pre- 
tended to  represent  the  Church  of  England; 
«till  less  to  act  by  any  commission  or  delegation 
from  that  venerable  authority.  It  neither  is, 
nor  ever  assumed  to  be,  any  other  than  a  vo* 
luntary  institution,  supported  by  the  free  con- 
tributions of  individuals,  in  conformity  with  the 
^loctrine  and  discipline  of  the  church.  No  mis- 
take could  arise,  on  this  head,  to  any  one  at  all 
acquiunted  with  its  design,  principles,  or  pro^ 
4;eedings.  All  misapprehension  was  eflfectually 
precluded,  by  the  publicity  with  which  the 
Society  has  uniformly  acted.  The  title.  The 
Churth  Missionary  Society^  never  meant — it 
was  never  intended  to  mean — a  Society  sup- 
ported by  the  collective  authority  of  the  Church 
of  England;  but  simply,  a  society  conducted 
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by  members  of  tfaat  church,  and  by  meihbera 
of  that  church  only.  It  merely  imports  that 
the  indiyiduals  who  compose  the  Society  are  aU 
tached,  not  to  the  Lutheran,  or  Calvinistic,  or 
Presbyterian,  or  Baptist,  or  Moravian,  or  Me- 
thodist religious  communities,  but  to  the  Eng- 
liish  Bstablishment;  and  that  it  is  the  Christian 
religion,  as  taught  by  that  Establishment, 
which  they  wish  to  diffuse  among  mankind. 
For  many  years,  the  title  was,  "  The  Society 
for  Missions  to  Africa  and  the  East,  conducted 
by  Members  of  the  Established  Church.**  When 
the  rise  and  progress  of  other  missionary  insti- 
tutions, and  the  extending  labours  of  its  own, 
made  a  shorter  and  more  definite  name  de^ 
sirable,  The  Church  Mhsiohary  Society  for 
Africa  and  the  East,  was  gradually,  and  al* 
most  imperceptibly  substituted.  Thus  the  fa- 
miliar title.  The  Bartletfs  Buildings^  Society ^  is 
sometimes  used  for  the  longer  and  less  conve- 
nient appellation.  The  Society  for  promoting 
Christian KnowledgCy  meeting  in  BartletfsBuiM'- 
ings.  In  short,  the  Church  Missionary  Society 
is  a  voluntary  association,  formed  for  a  lawful 
object,  but  not  pretending  to  be  established  by 
law — conducted  with  a  due  I'cspect  to  consti- 
tuted authorities,  but  preferring  no  claims,  as 
of  right,  to  their  countenance  or  patronage.  In 
all  points  which  fall  within  the  province  of  ec- 
clesiastical enactment,  its   members   conscien- 
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tiously  submit  to  the  canons  and  usages  of  tiie 
church :  in  matters^  like  those  of  voluntary 
charity,  which  the  wisdom  of  the  church  has 
left^  with  a  thousand  others,  to  the  decision  oi 
private  conscience  and  feeling,  they  claim,  as 
Britons  and  as  Protestants,  the  right  of  being 
guided  by  their  own.  In  effect,  every  volun^* 
tary  society  conducted  by  members  of  our 
church,  rests,  in  these  respects,  precisely  on  the 
same  grounds.  No  institution  of  this  nature 
possesses,  or  can  claim,  any  ecclesiastical  juris* 
diction.  Such  a  jurisdiction  could  be  conferred 
on  it  only  by  a  direct  gmnt  from  the  Legisla*- 
ture,  which  no  existing  Society  in  our  church, 
however  highly  respectable,  and  whether  in«- 
corporated  by  charter  or  not,  has  received. 

Such  being  the  nature  of  the  Church  Mis^ 
sionary  Society,  and  such  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  discover  in  ^hat 
manner  the  Archdeacon  had  acquired  the  ju^ 
risdiction  which  he  claimed  over  it,  or  what 
was  that  official  title  by  which  he  felt  himself 
warranted  to  reprove  and  inveigh  against  its 
proceedings.  The  lawful  jurisdiction  of  an 
Archdeacon  of  the  church;  the  visitatorial  au« 
thority  by  which  he  is  empowered  to  inspect  the 
state  of  the  churches,  and  ^*  the  sufficiency  and 
ability*"  of  the  parochial  clergy;  the  judicial 
functions  by  which  he  takes  cognizance  of  scan- 
dalous or  notorious  immorality — in  which  re- 
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specU  he  is  figuratively  called  the  Bishop* s  Ege 
—all  these  rights  and  powers  he  possesses  with- 
out dispute.    But  it  is  not  apparent  how  any  of 
these,  or  all  of  them  together,  should  entitle 
him  *'  officially^  to  force  his  denunciations  on 
such  an  assembly  as  has  been  described — an 
assembly  pretending  to  no  ecclesiastical  com- 
mission or  character — not   a  meeting  of   the 
clergy  in  visitation,  nor  a  chapter  of  the  canons 
of  a  cathedral,  nor,  strictly  speaking,    a  reli- 
gions meeting  of  any  kind— but  simply  a  vo- 
luntary association  of  benevolent  persons  met 
to  form  a  charitable  institution,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  of  the  land.    If  this  meet- 
ing acted  irregularly,   it   was  amenable,   not 
to  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath,   but  to  the  civil 
power. 

The  peculiarity  of  the  case,  however,  is, 
that  the  meeting  was  held  under  the  sanction  of 
the  civil  power ;  the  Guildhall  having  been  ex- 
pressly granted  for  the  purpose  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city :  and  yet  it  was  under  such  circum- 
stances that  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath  entered, 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  compelling  the  as- 
sembly to  hear  his  vehement  censures;  thns 
claiming,  without  even  a  plausible  argument, 
and  exercising  in  a  manner  which  in  fact  bor- 
dered on  a  breach  of  the  peace,  a  right  which, 
had  it  been  peremptorily  resisted,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  had  no  legal  means  of  enforcing. 
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2.  If  the  reverend  speaker  thus  mistakes 
the  nature  of  his  authority  as  Archdeacon,  it  is 
natural  that;  his  other  assumptions  should  be 
equally  erropeous. 

f  The  opinion  which  he  seems  to  entertain^ 
that  the  proposal  of  a  Missionary  Association  at 
Bath  went  to  impose  the  measui*e  on  the  clergy, 
is  altogether  destitute  of  foundation.  No  such 
intention  was  ever  entertained.  The  design  was, 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  such  persons  to  attend, 
as  might  be  disposed  to.  aid  the  Society  with 
their  subscriptions.  The  idea  of  there  being  any 
•thing  irregular  in  the  establishment  of  such  an 
Association,  because  the  majority  of  the  clergy 
of  the  neighbourhood  did  not  happen  to  be  pre- 
sent, is.  wholly  untenable..  The  Society  appeared 
as  a  supplicant;  not  to  claim  or  impose,  but  to 
explain,  petition,  and  entreat.  No  voluntary 
society,  ever  received  universal  support.  The 
friends  of  the  proposed  measure  never  expected 
to  unite. e very  sufirage  in  its  favour,  until  its 
spirit  and  proceedings  had  become  known,  and 
,  it  had.  outgrown  the  uncertainty  and  suspicions 
which  naturally  attach  to  an  infant  undeitaking. 
All  other  societies  in  our  Church,  however  an- 
cient they  may  now  be,  were  formed  at  first  by 
a  few  individuals,  and  had,  like  our  own,*  to 
pass  through  a  season  of  doubt,  and  diflSiculty, 
and  objection. 

3.  The  Archdeacon  equally  mistakes,  when 

VOL.  II.  u 
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he  confounds  the  circumstance  of  the  clergy 
declining  or  omitting^  from  whatever  cause,  td 
jmn  the  proposed  Institution^  and  their  actnallj 
disclaiming  and  protesting  against  it.    He  ven- 
tured>  indeed^  to  issue  his  Protest,  not  only  in 
his  own  name,  but  in  that  of  his  diocesan,  th6 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells;  but  by  what  autho- 
rity does  not  appear.    Certain  it  is,  that  the 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  a  Letter  to  which 
his  respectable  name  is  affixed  by  his  own  hand, 
and  addressed  to  the  Provisional  Secretary  of 
the  intended  Association,  though  he  declines  the 
particular  office  of  Patron,  which  had  been  of- 
fered to  him,  does  so  in  terms  of  courtesy  and 
respect  ^.    His  Lordship  fulminates  no  Protest 
against  the  Society,  nor  does  he  even  hint  the 
slightest  disapprobation  of  it;  though  he  would 
naturally  have  done  so,  if  he  had  thought  9nd 
felt  with  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath.    Nor  does  it 
iq)pear  that  the  reverend  gentleman  had  any 
better  title  to  include  in  bis  Protest  the  names 
of  the  clergy  of  his  jurisdiction,  than  that  of 
his  diocesan.    He  expressly  says,  that  he  had 
ttdther  directly  nor  indirectly  communicated  to 
any  of  them  his  intention  of  appearing  at  the 
meeting.    If  this  disavowal  be  really  what,  in 
feimess,  it  ought  to  be,  it  must  imply  that  be 


i  See  his  Lordship's  Letter  in  an  Addreas  from  the 
Coninittee,  printed  m  Appendix  L 
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bad  not  commnnicated  to  the  clergy  even  his 
intention  of  entering  an  official  Protest  against 
the  Society.  With  wliat  propriety,  then,  could 
he  afterward  enter,  as  he  does,  this  very  Protest 
in  their  names?  Mr.  Archdeacon  Thomas  is 
unquestionably  called  upon,  by  this  apparent  in- 
consistency, to  produce  his  authority  for  em- 
ploying the  names  of  his  venerable  diocesan  and 
of  the  vast  majority  of  the  clergy.  If  he  re- 
ceived such  authority,  he  can,  of  course,  prove 
thefiict;  and,  till  he  does  so,  the  assumption 
which  he  makes  must  be  considered  as  utterly 
unwarrantable. 

4.  But  the  most  extraordinary,  and  really 
indecorous  part  of  the  Archdeacon's  denuncia- 
tions, is  that  which  he  ventures  to  make  against 
the  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Gloucester,  who  took  the  chair  at  the 
meeting. 

What  interference  there  could  be  with  eccl^ 
fiiastical  jurisdiction,  in  simply  being  the  chair- 
man at  a  voluntary  meeting  of  a  benevolent 
(Boddy,  does  not  immediately  appear,  and  is 
Bnfortunatdiy  not  explained  by  the  reverend 
IVotester.  Surely  it  neva*  covld  occur,  to  any 
unbiassed  mind,  that  the  ]rielding  to  the  wish 
of  1^  friehds  of  the  proposed  Association,  to 
dKrect  the  proceedings  of  their  meeting,  was 
any  iwasion  of  episcopal  authority.  Any  other 
nobleman  or  gendeman  might  have  been  invited 
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to  the  same  brief  and  hiarmless  duty.  Such  cir- 
cudfistances  take  place  in  every  city  of  every 
diocese  of  Great  Britain^  without  the  slightest 
offence  or  umbrage. 

The  choice  fell  on  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester 
mei'ely  from  the  natural  and  high  respect  enter- 
tained for  the  character  and  rank  of  his  Lord- 
ship. As  one  of  the  Vice-Patrons  of  the  Church 
Missionary  Society^  he  was  almost. necessarily 
led  to  comply  with  an  invitation  which  related 
to  a  proposed  branch  of  the  Parent  Institution; 
and*  especially  in  the  chief  city  of  a  diocese^.ia 
which  his  Lordship  held  the  distinguished  sta- 
tion of  Dean. 

But,  in  fact,  anyone  who  bad  heard  of  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester^  of  his 
assiduity  in  his  parochial  duties  previous  to  his 
elevation  to  the  Episcopal  Bench,  as  well  as  in 
the  discharge  of  his  high  ecclesiastical  functions 
since  that  event,  of  his  zeal  for.  the  establish- 
ment of  National  Schools,  his  activity  in  es- 
pousing the  cause  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  and  the  British  and  Fo- 
reign Bible  Society,  and  his  ardour  for  focward- 
ing  the  salvation  of  the  heathen  world,  would 
immediately  be  induced  to  apply  to  him  for  aid 
on  such  an  occasion  as  gave  rise  to  the  Protest. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  impossible  for  a  man  of  his 
Lordship's  principles  and  character,  when. he 
was  once  requested  to  take  the  chair  at  such  a 
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meetings  to  decline  tbe  task:  undoubtedly . he 
could  never  endure  that  the  proposed  Scxsiety 
should  in  any  measure  fail  of  success^  because 
he  refused  to  give  it  any  aid  which  it  might  be 
in  his  power  to  furnish. 

But  these  staten^ents,  though  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  silence  the  voice :  o£  int^cnperate,  cen- 
sure^ aire  rendered  unnecessary  by  tbe  circum^ 
stance  that  his  Lordship  actually  did  consult  the 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  previously  to  his 
consenting  to  preach  on  the  subject  at  Bath^ 
and  acquainted  his  Loi-dship  with. his  design  of 
attending  the  meeting.  The  following  short 
statement  under  his  own  hand  is  to  be  seen  at 
his  Lordship's  bookseller's  in  London^  which 
places  the  whole  question  on  totally  nqw 
ground/ and  makes  the  indecorum  of  theiArch- 
deacon's  language  the  more  reprehensible: — 

"  We  have  authority  from  the  prelate,  who 
took  the  chair  at  the  desire  of  the  Meeting  of 
the  Friends  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  at 
Bath,  to  dedare,  that,  having  previously  men- 
tioned to  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  his  intention 
of  attending  the  meeting,  as  well  as  submitted 
his  de»gn  of  preaching  for  the  Society,  to  his 
Lordship-s  dedsion;  he  had  not  the  slightest  rea~ 
son  to  suppose,  that  in  taking  those  steps,  he 
was  acting  in  a  manner  disrespectful  or  displeas- 
ing to  his  Lordship ;  the  introduction  of  whose 
name,    as  pratesting  against;  the  meeting,   is 
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firmly  believed  by  the  prelate  above  me&lioiied 
to  have  been  entirely  unanthorized  anduqjosti- 
fiableV 

*  In  the  haste  with  which  the  first  impression  of  this 
pamphlet  went  to  the  press,  an  inaccuracy  occurred  in  re* 
porting  the  <<  Statement'*  of  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 
wliioh,  though  it  was  corrected  as  soon  as  discovered  (that 
iSf  after  only  a  small  part  of  the  impression  had  got  into  cir- 
culation), and  though  the  six  editions  since  published  hare 
been  wholly  free  from  it,  and  though  it  does  not  seem  mate- 
rial after  all,  yet  I  think  it  proper  to  explain.  In  the  State- 
ment of  the  Bishop,  as  originally  left  at  the  Booksdkr's,  it 
was  related  that,  having  consultsd  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
**  upon  the  subject  of  preaching  for  the  Society,  he  had  not 
the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that  in  taking  that  step,  or  in 
attending  the  meeting,  he  was  acting  in  a  manner  disrespect- 
fid  or  displeasing  to  his  Lordship ;  the  introduction  of  whose 
name,  as  protesting  against  the  Meeting,  is  firmly  beliered 
by  the  Prelate  above-mentioned  to  have  been  entirely  unau- 
thorized and  unjustifiable."  Besides  this  Statement,  how- 
ever, I  had  been  favoured  with  the  sight  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Bishop  of  Gloucester,  in  which  was  added  this  fact,  **  that 
he  had  previously  acquainted  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  with 
hn  intention  of  attending  the  Meeting.*'  Understanding  tiiat 
this  letter  was  meant  to  be  supplementary  to  the  statement, 
and  believing  that  the  statement  was  immediately  to  be  re- 
written, and  to  include  the  additional  fact  (whiih  in  truth 
has  been  done),  I  thought  myself  authorized  to  give  my 
edition  of  it  that  addition  which  was  intended,'  and  whidi 
made  It  more  fnOy  descriptive  of  the  dromistances.  It  was, 
however,  suggested  to  me,  that  I  had  beoi  incorrect  ia 
stating  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  to  have  consulted  the  Bi* 
shop  of  Bath  and  Wells  on  the  propriety  of  his  attending 
the  Meeting;  the  truth  being  that  the  consultmg  had  re- 
ferred only  Co  the  more  strictly  ecclesiastical  matter  <rf* 
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After  this  statement^  it  is  needless  to  say^ 
that  there  was  no  shadow  of  interference  with 
the  jurisdiction  of  his  venerable  brother  on 
the  part  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester: 
even  the  slightest  suspicion  of  it^  which  could 
by  posnbility  have  been  suggested  by  an  unr 
friendly  and  invidious  observer^  had  been  pre- 
cluded by  the  previous  communication  between 
the  two  prelates.  How  the  Archdeacon  can 
escape  the  charge  of  a  rash  and  indefensible 
accusation  against  his  superior  in  the  Churchy  I 
will  not  attempt  to  explain. 

The  question  then  recurs^  what  is  the  autho* 
rity  of  this  Protest  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath? 
None  whatever.  He  appears  to  have  had  no 
more  right  to  assume  any  jurisdiction  oviBr  this 
peaceable  and  lawful  meeting  of  benevolent  in^ 

preaching  fbr  the  Society;  wfafle  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester^ 
not  Apprehending  objection  to  his  mere  Attendance  at  the 
Meeting,  had  only  mentioned  his  intention  of  so  doing  with- 
out maldng  it  a  matter  Of  formal  consultation.  Though  I 
thought  this  distinction,  as  I  still  think  it,  quite  immaterial 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  yet  I  felt  myself  called 
on  immediately  to  correct  the  error  I  had  inadvertently  made ; 
wUoh  I  did^  by  publishingi  in  the  &r  greater  part  of  the 
first  edition,  and  in  all  those  that  have  ensued,  the  first 
Statement  of  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  without  addition  or 
alteration.  For  this,  I  am  happy  now  to  substitute  that 
whidi  has  since  beeh  substituted  by  his  Lordship  himself; 
the  original  of  which  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  reader, 
at  Mr.  Hatdiard's. 
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dividuals  for  a  simple  and  legitimate  object  of 
charity,  than  he  would  have  had  to  interrupt  an 
assembly  convened  for  planning  a  bridge  or 
projecting  an  hospital:  he  might,  in  fact,  almost 
as  well  have  advanced  a  claim  of  right  to  enter 
the  private  abode  of  individuals,  in  order  to 
regulate  the  detail  of  personal  beneficence. 

The  Reverend  the  Archdeacon,  however, 
forgetful  of  these  obvious  principles,  and  as- 
suming a  variety  of  positions,  every  one  of 
which  tuins  out  to  be  unfounded,  ventured  to 
overstep  his  lawful  authority,  and  to  make  a 
Protest,  which  loses  all  its  weight  the  moment 
the  real  circumstances  of  the  case  are  ex* 
pMned; — a  fault  this,  surely  of  no  common 
magnitude.  Respect,  indeed,  is  always  due  to 
measures,  however  erroneous,  if  they  have  been 
suggested  by  an  honest  zeal  and  a  strong  and 
imperative  sense  of  duty.  But  when  the  act 
to  which  zeal  and  duty  impel  men,  is  itself  that 
of  protesting  against  intemperate  zeal  and  a 
mistaken  sense  of  duty  in  others;  when  a  cen- 
sor stands  up  specifically  to  point  out  the  dis* 
tinction  between  a  well  informed  and  an  igno- 
rant piety;  when  such  a  censor  is  invested  with 
an  office  of  respectability  in  the  Church,  and 
his  denunciations  derive  weight  fi-om  his  public 
station;  and,  above  all,  when  such  a  person 
comes  forward  to  deliver  an  Address  composed 
in  the  calmness  of  the  closet,  and  therefore  with 
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every  advantage  of  previous  deliberation;  it  is 
plain  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  more  than 
common,  caution  and  reserve^  a  mind  well  in* 
formed  on  his  subject,  and  arguments  sound 
and  perspicuous  in  support  of  his  assertions.  I 
mil  not  stop  to  say  how  totally  the  Archdeacon 
has  failed  in  all  these  respects. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Even  if  the  Archdeacon 
had  erred  in  judgment,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  Society,  and  the  extent  of  his  juris- 
diction, the  consequence  of  the  mistake  would 
have  been  quickly  remedied,  if  he  had  preserved 
any  thing  of  a  right  temper  in  the  expression  of 
his  sentiments.  The  intemperate  proceeding  of 
forcing  himself  upon  the  meeting,  was  little 
calculated  to  sustain  the  just  dignity  of  his  cha- 
racter, or  to  effect  the  object  which  he  professed 
to  have  in  view.  If  it  was  his  simple  design  to 
prevent  what  he  considered  to  be  irregular,  was 
it  not  most  proper  to  exert  himself  first  in  pri- 
vate? Were  there  no  opportunities  of  previously 
remonstrating  with  the  leading  persons  con* 
cerned?  Was  it  decorous — I  had  almost  said, 
was  it  honourable,  to  receive  the  clergymen  ^  of 
bis  jurisdiction,  who  waited' upon  hi tn  before 
the  meeting  to  solicit  his  favour  for  the  Society, 
with  no  single  notice  of  disapprobation — ^for  I 

7  See  the  Address  of  the  Bath  Committee,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, No.  I. 
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am  persuaded  that  every  reader  will  be  asto* 
aished  to  find  that  this  was  really  the  case*— 
and  then  to  oome  forward  with  an  uneKpected 
and  nide  claim  of  interference?  Was  it  jost^ 
was  it  generous^  to  leave  the  Right  Reverend 
Prelate  who  was  called  to  the  ohair^  and  the 
clergy  of  the  neighbourhood,  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  intended  Protest?  Was  it  decent  to  in- 
sist on  delivering  this  censure  before  the  Secre- 
tary had  been  allowed  even  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  proposed  Institution?  Above  all,  was  it 
becoming;  and^  to  use  the  Archdeacon's  phrase, 
was  it  canonical;  to  insult  a  most  amiable  and 
dignified  personage  in  his  own  presence?  Was 
it  suitable  for  an  Archdeacon  to  arraign  before  a 
numerous  assemblage  a  bishop  of  the  church  ? 
Was  contumely  a  necessary  part  of  an  inter* 
ference  which,  as  official,  should,  of  counMb 
have  been  calm  and  dispassionate^  resting  on 
undisputed  authority,  and  proceeding  with  dig« 
nity?  What  right  had  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath 
to  determine^  by  his  mere  assertion,  what  is  re- 
gular and  what  is  not;  to  decide,  at  once,  on 
the  supposed  conduct  of  another;  to  remind, 
with  an  air  of  insult,  a  prelate  of  our  ohurob, 
that,  as  Dean  of  Wells,  he  owes  canonical  obe^ 
dience  to  his  diocesan,  and  even  to  charge  him 
with  a  breach  of  the  duties  of  his  exalted  sta- 
tion?-^for  it  may  be  necessary  to  state,  that  he 
actually  imputed  to  the  Honourable  and  Right 
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Revere&d  Prelate  in  the  ehair'^eliberatdy  ua^ 
puted  to  him—^'  an  indifference  to  the  digmty 
of  the  high  office  to  which  be  had  been  bnt  a 
few  years  consecrated,  as  weU  as  a  contempt  ni 
eoolesiastical  order/'  Is  this  the  most  natural 
way  to  repress  reference  for  the  episcopal  office? 
Is  this  to  act  as  a  weU-informed  member  of  the 
Church  of  England?  Is  this  to  conduct  himself 
as  an  inferior  dei^man  onght  to  do  towards 
his  superior  in  the  church^  ? 

I  press  these  questions  because  the  conduct 
of  the  Archdeacon,  even  allowing  that  in  point 
of  substance  he  may  have  been  right,  forms  the 
first  example  in  this  country  of  an  open  and 
unprovoked  insult,  <^ered  by  a  clergyman  in  a 
public  assembly  to  a  venerable  prelate  of  the 
Church  of  England.  But  when  we  Consider 
that  his  view  of  the  case  appears  to  have  been 
radically  erroneous-^when  we  consider  that 
every  one  of  the  data  on  which  he  seems  to 
bave  proceeded  was  wanting  to  a  eonclusion, 
which  all  of  them  together  would  have  failed 
to  authorize — when  we  recollect  also,  that  the 
particular  occasion  of  this  meeting  was  to  aid 
in  conveying  the  inefiable  blessings  of  redemp* 
tion  to  mankind;  a  design  calculated  of  all 
others  to  kindle  the  warmest  charity  of  the 
Christianas  heart — and  when  we  add  to  this, 

*  Ses  an  extract  from  the  Frotatt  in  the  Appendix,  No«  II. 
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that  the  manner  and  spirit  of  the  Addre^ 
would  have  discredited  even  the  best  canse— 
th6n  we  shall  be  able  to  form  a  just  estimate  of 
the  conduct  of  the  reverend  person  on  this  re- 
markable occasion.  And  surely  the  reader  mil 
agree  with  me,  that  the  unfortunate  intemper- 
ance of  a  proceeding  which  almost  reminds  us 
of  the  conduct  and  demeanour  of  the  officials  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  in  her  plenitude  of  power, 
can  only  be  rivalled  by  the  coolness  with  which 
the  Archdeacon, — after  having  foi'ced  his  unau- 
thorized way  into  an  assembly  with  which  he 
had  no  concern,  and  affironting  every  single 
member  of  it,  from  the  President  in  the  chair 
to  the  humblest  contributor  present,  and  after 
having  been  heard  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  his  invective  with  a  degree  of  patience 
which  no  other  audience  would  have  exhibited — 
assumes  the  tone  of  an  injured  party,  and 
declares  he  did  not  calculate  on  being  so  in- 
sulted by  A  Church  Society^.    Yet  perhaps  even 

9  It  18  proper  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  Archdeacon's 
assertion,  that  '<  he  was  hooted,  hissed,  and  insulted  in  the 
grossest  manner,''  that  no  marks  of  disapprobation  were 
testified  by  the  assembly,  until  his  personalities  and  vehe^ 
mence  of  voice  and  gesture  forced  from  them  some  involun- 
tary tokens  of  displeasure;  which,  however,  were  so  re- 
stramed  by  the  interposition  of  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate 
in  the  chair,  who  requested  an  uninterrupted  hearing  for  the 
reverend  speaker,  it  may  be  truly  said— and  for  this  fact, 
which  has  been  stated  to  me  on  the  most  incontestable  au- 
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all  this  may  seem  less  surprising  than  that  the 
ArcbdeacoB^  after  obtruding  himself  on  a  meet- 
ing' avowedly  meant  to  consist  of  the  fribnds 
of  the  Society,  only  to  inveigh  against  their 
proceedings ;  and  after  indulging  himsdf,  un- 
der the  guise  of  protesting  against  the  irregu- 
larity of  any  such  meeting,  not  only  in  detailed, 
and  I  think  I  may  say  declamatory,  accusations 
of  the  motives,  as  well  as  the  measures  of  the 
Society  and  its  supporters,  but  in  surmises,  and 
conjectures,  and  questions,  concerning  which 
he  in  terms  ^^  professes  himself  utterly  igqoranf* 
— that,  after  this,  I  say,  without  affording  one 
moment  for  a  reply  even  to  his  questions,  he 
should  indignantly  have  quitted  the  HaU, 
should  instantly  have  proceed  to  publish,  his 
Address  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  should 
have  allowed  it  to  be  placarded  in  the  very 
streets  of  the  metropolis,  and  to  occupy  the  co- 
lumns of  the  most  popular  journals  of  the  em- 
pire,—and  then  should  gravely,  observe  that 
*^he  did  not  go  to  the  meeting  for  debate,** 
and  that  ^^  it  is  not  usual  for  a  person  to  wait 
for  an  answer  to  his  own  Protest'!*' 

But'  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  the  other  main 
branch  of  inquiry.     The  Archdeacon,   besides 

thority,  I  appeal  to  the  many  hundreds  present — that  the 
most  exemplary  patience  and  forbearance  were  exercised 
toward  the  Archdeacon. 

'  See  Adyertisement  to  Protest,  Second  Edition. 
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mterporing  to  stop  what  be  conceived  to  be  an 
91egai  measure^  brings  forward  certua  lOAScms 
to  support  his  cause.  He  comes  down  now  into 
Ae  field  of  argument;  and  it  will  be  our  con- 
cern to  examine  whether  his  facts  and  reason- 
ings here^  are  more  correct  than  we  found  them 
to  be  on  the  subject  of  ecclesiastical  authority. 

I.  The  reverend  author  states,  that  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  was  ariginalfy  uft- 
necessartfy  because  the  Incorporated  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Ptuts  was, 
and  is,  in  existence  and  in  action. 

Is  it  possiUe,  then,  that  an  Archdeacon  of 
the  Church  of  England  should  be  ignorant  that 
that  venerable  and  most  useful  Society  directs 
Its  labours,  in  conformity  to  its  Charter  %  to  the 
supply  of  our  foreign  plantations,  colonies,  and 
fiMStories,  with  ministers  and  schoolmasters? 
Does  he  not  know  that  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  missions  to  Africa  and  the  East,  and 
scarcely  any  thing  with  heathens  any  whera? 
Was,  then,  the  Church  Missionary  Society  un- 
necessary? What,  when  almost  the  whole 
world  lay  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death, 
and  untold  nations  implored  the  compassion  of 
Christians? 

The  reader  is  requested  to  observe,  that  the 
revwend  author  is  not  now  advancing  any  ob* 

*  See  the  Abitract  of  the  Charter  in  Appendqi:^  No.  III. 
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jeotdon  against  the  coadsot  or  spirit  of  our  So- 
ciety.   Tlus  is  not  the  topic.     He  roundly  as- 
serts^  that  the  very  design  was  originally  un- 
NBCHSSARY«-^th6    design    of   enlightening   and 
blessing  five  hundred  millions  of  our  fellow  men 
in  ASIA  and  AvnicA^^gifted  with  the  same  rea- 
sottj,  and  capable  of  the  same  happiness,  as 
ourselves-^because  a  Society  for  instructing  the 
Christian  settlers  and  colonists  of  British  amb- 
BiCA  was  in  activity!     Surely  he  must  have 
other  ideas  of  Christian  charity  from  those  com- 
monly entertained.    Is  then  a  society,   which 
l^as  not  a  single  English  clergyman  engaged  as 
missionaiy  amongst  the  heathens,   and  which 
collected  the  last  year  very  little  more  than 
1000/.,  and  this  for  the  use  of  our  feliow-Chris* 
tians  of  one  particular  province  abroad,  suffi- 
cient to  exonerate  the  members  of  our  Church 
from  the  duty  of   establishing  other  societies 
for  the  salvation  <^  the  heathens  in  the  other 
immense  regions  of  the  world?   Or  is  the  Arch- 
deacon prepared  to  state,  that  the  Society  for 
Promoting  Christian  Knowledge  was  also  un- 
necessary?   His  language  implies,   that  he  is 
either  totally  forgetAil  or  ignorant  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  East  Indian  missions  of  this  vene- 
rable institution^    And  can  a  person  who  be- 

)  Oqly  a  fiftietb  or  sfadieth  {Mirt  of  the  grots  reedpli, 
even  of  this  much  respected  and  useful  Society,  was  ex- 
pended Ust  year  on  its  Indian  Missions. 
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trays  a  want  of  inforination  so  deplorable  on 
the  leading  facts  connected  with  his  argument^ 
be  the  man  who  is  entitled  to  pronounce  a  so- 
lemn censure  on  the  plans  founded  on  the  more 
enlarged  information  of  his  brethren? 

It  may  undoubtedly  be  an  unnecessary  mea- 
sure^ in  the  judgment  of  some  few  persons^  to 
disturb  themselves  in  their  accustomed  habits 
and  usages ;  unnecessary  to  make  painful  exer- 
tions ;  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  dischai^ 
their  quiet  duties  at  home.  But  not  so  felt  the 
first  Apostles  and  martyrs  of  the  Christian  jfaith: 
they  counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto  themselves; 
they  burnt  with  an  inextinguishable  ardour 
for  the  salvation  of  men:  and  we  trust  that 'we 
may  at  least  be  allowed  to  emulate  the  holy 
zeal  and  love^  the  intrepidity  and  constancy, 
the  self-denial  and  voluntary  privations,  of  these 
primitive  examples  of  the  Church. 

To  Christians  possessing  such  feelings,  no- 
thing appears  so  necessary,  as  to  send  the  Gos- 
pel to  all  the  accessible  parts  of  the  world — no- 
thing so  necessary,  as  to  awaken  the  tairdy  love 
of  Christendom  in  such  a  cause — nothing  so 
necessary  as  to  invite,  by  new  associations, 
the  contributions  and  efforts  of  all  around: — 
necessity  is  laid  upon  such,  yea,  woe  is  imio 
theniy  if  they  promote  not  the  most  extensive 
diffusion  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ^.    If  labours 

4  See  Appendix  IV. 
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such  as  these  are  superfluous^  then  were  the 
pious  missionaries  who  first  visited  our  own 
shores^  when  our  ancestors  wandered  in  their 
painted  skins  and  offered  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters unto  devils,  engaged  in  an  useless  pmject* 
But  surely  it  cannot  be  endured  for  a  moment, 
that  the  descendants  of  the  converts  of  these 
very  missionaries,  should  consider  it  as  unneces-' 
sary  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  those  heathen  na- 
tions, who  are  in  the  same  circumstances  now, 
in  which  their  own  forefathers  originally  were. 
Forbid  it,  sacred  charity,  that  such  a  thought 
should  be  entertained  in  a  Christianas  breast! 
Forbid  it  rather,  O  Divine  Mediator  of  Man- 
kind, that  we  should  receive  the  infinite  grace 
of  salvation  ourselves,  to  withhold  it  from  a 
perishing  world!  Forbid  it,  O  thou  eternal 
Father  of  Mercies,  that  the  chilling  deductions 
of  a  cold  selfishness  should  oppose,  for  an  in- 
stant, the  exuberant  designs  of  thy  stupendous 
love  to  the  whole  of  the  lost  children  of  men! 

2.  But  the  reverend  Archdeacon  is  not  con- 
tent with  pronouncing  our  Society  to  have  been 
unnecessary:  he  finds  it  to  be  as  little  happy  in 
its  structure,  as  in  its  original  design.  He  pro- 
ceeds to  observe — 

"  I  said  that  I  considered  some  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  this  Church  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  especially  the  means  which  it 
etnpleys  to  increase  its  funds,  to  be  utterly  un. 
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worthy  of  the  name  which  it  would  assume; 
viz.  that  of  a  Church  of  England  Society.  For 
example — is  it  worthy  of  the  Church  of  Eng* 
land,  is  it  worthy  of  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  England,  to  authorize  persons  to  go  about, 
collecting  pence  and  farthings  from  servants, 
school-boys,  and  apprentices,  in  order  that  the 
collectors  of  one  shilling  per  week,  or  five 
shillings  per  month,  may  be  elevated  into  mem- 
bers— of  a  Church  of  England  society?  And, 
moreover,  be  tempted  to  the  additional  honour 
of  voting  at  meetings,  of  receiving  copies  of  the 
Annual  Report  and  Sermon,  and  one  number 
of  the  .Missionary  Register?  This  is  the  state- 
ment in  Rule  VL  of  your  Report." 

In  this  censure,  it  is  not  easy  to  gaess, 
whether  the  reverend  Author  means  merely  to 
say  that  there  is  something  low  and  undignified 
in  the  office  of  the  persons  who  collect  petty 
alms  for  the  Society ;  or  whether  he  means  far- 
ther to  imply  that  the  Society  itself  is  disgraced 
by  the  very  act  of  soliciting  and  encouraging 
such  petty  benevolences.  It  may  be  conjec- 
tured that  both  sentiments  were,  in  a  degree 
in  his  mind.  And  yet,  what  is  it  that  a  minis- 
ter of  the  church  of  God  can  find  ignoble  in 
the  office  of  exciting  the  humanity  and  philan- 
thropy even  of  the  lowest  classes  of  society; 
of  those  who,  though  below  the  level  of  science 
and  learning,  are  not  below  the  level  of  Chris- 
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tian  virtue?    And  yet  farther,  what  is  it  that 
a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England  can  find 
to   disparage   or    to   ridicule  in    the    humble 
and  Christian  contributions  of  his  poorer  bre- 
thren?     Nothing,    indeed,   is  more  easy  than 
to  hold  up  both  the  givers  and  the  receivers  of 
such  scanty  donations  in   an   invidious   light. 
How  readily,  for  sample,  might  the  same  in^ 
genuity   be  employed    in  ridiculing  the  briefs 
read  continually  in  our  Churches,  by  which  the 
legislature  directs  the  aid  of  the  benevolent  to 
be  solicited  from  house  to  house,  for  the  relief 
of  different  sufferers.     How  readily  also  might 
that  ingenuity  be  employed  in  ridiculing  the 
Caster  offerings  of   the!  Church  of   England, 
**  which,"  as  Watson  tells  us,  "  in  many  places, 
are  by  custom  twopence  from  every  communi-r 
cant,  and  in  London  a  groat  a  house."     (Wat- 
son, c.  52.)  I  allude  to  the  precedent,  howevei*, 
not  mei*ely  to  show  the  facility  with  which  the 
bumble  subscriber  to  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  may  be  ridiculed,  but  the  propriety  with 
which  such  ridicule  is  adopted  by  a  member  of 
that  very  church  which  thus  supports  her  minis* 
ters^  by  a  member  of  that  very  body  of  minis- 
ters for  whom  such  supports  are  provided;  and 
adopted,  too,  by  such  a  person,   for  the  very 
purpose  of  excluding  the  Society  from  the  le^- 
mate  pale  of  the  Church  of  England. 

If,  however,  this  be  a  subject  of  ridicule, 
x2 
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the  venerable  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge  have  laid  themselves  open  to  the 
same  shafts.  We  find,  p.  73  of  their  last  Re- 
port, the  following  language: — "The  Society, 
although  it  has  existed  above  a  century,  may 
even  at  this  time  be  considered  as  little  known 
in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  the  Board 
is  desirous  by  the  establishment  of  District 
Committees  to  extend  its  influence  to  every 
part;  and  to  add  to  the  funds,  on  which  its 
utility  must  depend,  both  by  inducing  more 
persons  to  become  annual  subscribers,  and  by 
collecting  from  charitable  pei*sons  in  every 
rank  of  life  such  contributions  as  they  can  af- 
ford, altbough  much  below  the  sum  of  one 
guinea,  which  is  necessary  to  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society/* 

But,  as  has  already  appeared,  in  soliciting 
the  humblest  contributions  for  a  good  object, 
the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge 
has  neither  demeaned  itself,  nor  swerved  from 
the  exemplar  of  the  establishment  to  which  its 
members  belong.  Surprising,  indeed,  would  it 
be,  if  the  Church  of  England  alone,  of  all  the 
churches  of  Christendom,  rejected  or  despised 
the  principle  of  drawing  the  benevolence  of  her 
poorer  members  into  the  common  fund  of  Chris- 
tian charity.  Still  more  surprising  would  it  be 
if  the  Church  of  England  could  forget  the  scale 
by  which  her  divine  and  gracious  Master  has 
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taught  her  to  measure  the  magnitude  of  pri* 
vate  alms: — And  Jesus  sat  over  against  the 
treasury y  and  beheld  how  the  people  cast  money  ^ 
into  the  treasury:  and  many  that  were  rich  cast 
in  much.  And  there  came  a  certain  poor  tvidow, 
and  she  threw  in  two  mites,  which  make  a  far^ 
thing.  And  he  called  unto  him  his  disciples,  and 
saith  unto  them,  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that 
this  poor  widow  hath  cast  more  in  than  all  they 
which  have  cast  into  the  treasury:  for  all  they 
did  cast  in  of  their  abundance;  hut  she  of  her 
want  did  cast  in  all  that  she  had,  even  all  her^ 
living. 

To  say  the  truths  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  must  generally  be  the  most  effectual  sup- 
porters of  extensive  designs  of  usefulness.  And 
it  is  a  most  pleasing  reflection,  that^  in  lending 
their  assistance  to  such  objects,  the  poorer 
classes  of  contributors,  whatever  benefit  they 
may  confer  on  others,  are  usually  found  to  re- 
ceive very  important  benefit  themselves.  Per- 
haps the  inspired  declaration,  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,  is  no  where  more 
fully  exemplified  than  in  the  effect  produced  en 
the  dispositions  and  character  of  the  poor,  and 
especially  of  the  younger  part  of  them,  by  a 
participation  in  plans  of  benevolence.  By  call- 
ing them  to  the  stated  exercise  of  charity,  it 
almost  invariably  forms  them  to  habits  of  ar- 
rangement and  economy.    By  embodying  their 
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scanty  contributions  in  great  and  lasting  works, 
it  not  only  gives   to  such  exertions  as  their 
humble  means  will  allow^  a  character  of  obvious 
utility,  but  it  ennobles   their  minds,  enlarges 
their  range  of  enjoyment,  and  helps  to  wean 
them  from  that  selfishness  which  their  condi- 
tion in  life  might  make  them  liable  to  contract. 
A  still  higher  advantage  is,  that  by  interesting 
them  in  designs  of  piety,  it  insensibly  directs 
their  attention,  under  the  divine  blessing,  to 
their  own  religious  welfare:  their  hearts,  soft- 
ened by  feelings  of  kindness,  become  sensible  to 
more  sacred  impressions,   and  benevolence  is 
matured  into  Christian  charity.  I  will  not,  how- 
ever,   expatiate  in   praise  of  this  system;    of 
which  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  its  obvious 
tendency  is  to  draw  our  poorer  bi'ethren  withiu 
the  sphere  of  those  promises  which  are  so  abun« 
dantly  set  forth  in  Holy  Scripture  to  deeds  of 
mercy  performed  from  a  right  principle — pro- 
mises, comprising  the  richest  grant  of  blessings 
in  this  life  and  of  endless  recompense  in  that 
which  is  to  come. 

But,  perhaps,  the  contempt  of  the  reverend 
author  was  meant  to  be  directed  less  against 
these  petty  contributipus,  than  against  the  per- 
sons employed  to  collect  them.  The  dignity  of 
the  Church  of  England,  it  seems,  is  compromised^ 
when  such  men  are  "  elevated  into  members 
of  a  Church-of-£ngIand  Society."  Doubtlejss  it 
must  be  a  question  of  expediency  with  every 
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society  supported  by  voluntary  contributions^ 
what  shall  be  the  lowest  amount  of  qualification 
that  shall  entitle  persons  to  be  ranked  amongst 
its  members;  and  it  is  a  question  which  dif* 
ferent  societies,  having  reference  to  their  re- 
spective objects,  may  decide  very  differently* 
This,  however,  is  not  the  point  considered  by 
the  Archdeacon:  the  question  which  he  raises, 
is,  not  that  of  expediency,  but  that  of  dignity — 
the  dignity  of  the  Church  of  England.  He 
conceives  it  to  be  a  signal  degradation  of  the 
establishment,  that  the  humble  employment  of 
collecting  the  alms  of  the  poor  should  be  con- 
sidered by  churchmen  as  an  office  of  honour. 
Not  so,  it  should  seem,  thought  the  Church  her- 
self, when^  in  the  performance  of  the  most 
solemn  and  deeply  devotional  of  all  her  services, 
she  enjoined  her  priests  and  her  bishops  to  call 
on  the  people  for  their  alms  and  devotions;  to 
exhort  those  who  have  little,  to  give,  neverthe- 
less, out  of  that  little,  and  receiving  their  dona- 
tions at  the  steps  of  the  altar,  to  present  and 
place  them  humbly  on  the  holy  table.  Not  so, 
it  should  seem,  thought  the  Apostle  Paul,  when 
be  himself  condescended  to  the  performance  of 
this  degrading  duty;  when  he  travelled  to  col- 
lect from  the  deep  poverty/  of  the  Christian 
churches  the  ric/ies  of  their  liberality;  when  he 
executed  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  not  only 
with  alacrity,  but  with  joy,  earnestly  and  affec- 
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tionately  recommending  his  associates  in  this 
task  to  the  esteem  of  the  Christian  world,  not 
only  as  the  messengers  of  the  churches,  but  the 
ghny  of  Christ^. 

My  readers  will  forgive  me  if  I  feel  warm  on 
such  a  topic  as  this ;  but  I  cannot  suppress  my 
concern  at  the  exhibition  of  such  a  misapplied 
appeal  to  a  false  principle  of  dignity,  in  a  Pro« 
test  publicly  delivered  by  a  person  in  ecclesiasti- 
cal authority:  and  which  may  be  read  by  atf 
the  different  classes  of  pei-sons  in  this  country, 
many  of  whom  are  ready  enough  to  impute  to 
ns  a  disposition  to  overvalue  the  temporal  dis-» 
tinctions  connected  with  our  national  chureh. 
If  there  be  any  ground  on  which  the  rich  and 
the  poor  may  properly  meet  together,  surely  it  is 
on  the  ground  of  that  benevolence  which  minis- 
ters to  the  wants  of  our  common  nature.    The 
collectors  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  to 
whom  the  reverend  author  alludes,  may  not  be 
persons  of  elevated  rank  or  station ;  but  are 
they  to  be  considered  as  disqualified  for  fellow- 
ship with  a  benevolent  society,  because,  fre<- 
quently  under  the  pressure  of  laborious  occupa- 
tions, and  perhaps  amidst  many  exigencies,  they 
devote  a  portion  of  their  time  to  gather  the 
contributions  of  their  neighbours;  thus  retain- 
ing, unabated,  their  zeal  for  God  and  thdr  love 

♦  2  Cor.  viii. 
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toward  man  ?  Yet  these  are  the  characters  con-' 
ceming  whom  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath  —  in 
publicly  addressing  an  audience  of  which  they 
might  be  supposed  to  form  a  part^  and  with  all 
the  solemnity  of  official  censure^  aided  by  the 
deliberation  of  previous  composition — scrupled 
not  to  say,  that  they  could  not  be  ^^  elevated 
into  Members  of  a  Church  of  England  Society,** 
without  derogating  from  the  dignity  of  the 
church.  Members  of  a  Church  of  England  So- 
ciety !  Wherefore  not,  if  they  may  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England  herself;  of  whom, 
as  of  her  Divine  Master,  it  is  the  characteristic 
that  she  opens  the  mysteries  of  the  Gospel  wide 
to  the  unlearned  and  the  poor  ?  Wherefore  not, 
if  they  may  one  day  be  members  of  the  general 
assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born,  where 
we  are  told  that  many  of  the  last  shall  hejirst^ 
and  of  thejirst  lastF*  Wherefore  not,  if  they 
may  be  members  of  Christ  himself,  who  is  the 
Head  of  the  Church,  and  who  has  condescended 
to  say.  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  to  the  least  of  these 
my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me  9 

3.  The  remaining  objections  of  the  Arch- 
deacon will  require  only  a  brief  notice.  They 
are  of  that  general  and  desultory  kind  which  it 
is  not  difficult  for  any  writer  to  affix  on  any 
cause.  For  instance,  when  he  is  pleased  to 
denominate  the  chief  friends  of  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  a  "  sect,"  and  to  resolve  its 
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sgpporters  into  a  '^  party  *'  in  the  church,  there 
16  no  considerate  reader  who  will  not  immedi^ 
ately  perceive,  that,  if  we  were  to  condescend 
to  the  use  of  language  of  this  vague  and  in- 
jurious nature,  it  might  not  be  difficult  for  us 
to  find  epithets  in  retaliation.  But  the  only 
questions  I  aslc^  are — ^Are  the  doors  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  closed  to  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  England  whatever  ?  Or 
are  there  any  of  its  rules  which  in  the  remotest 
way  allude  to  any  doctrines  distinct  from 
those  of  the  Church  of  England  ?  If  not,  then 
I  submit  it  to  eveiy  candid  reader,  I  submit  it 
to  the  calm  reflection  of  the  Archdeacon  him- 
self, whether  in  attempting  to  affix  the  name  of 
"  party"  where  all  party  is  excluded  by  the  very 
constitution  of  the  Society,  he  has  himself  been 
wholly  free  from  that  spirit  which  he  ventures  to 
reprobate. 

But  I  forbear  to  enlarge;  for  really,  what- 
ever the  reverend  author  may  think  of  our  feel- 
ings for  the  Church  of  England,  I  am  deeply 
concerned  that  the  Church  should  be  so  much 
injured  by  one  who  professes  to  be  more  than 
ordinarily  interested  for  her  welfare.  Surely  the 
language  of  the  Archdeacon  tends  directly  to 
disincline  the  whole  country  to  the  performance 
of  one  of  its  highest  duties,  the  engaging  in 
active  exertions  for  the  salvation  of  mankind. 
The  establishoient  of  the  Chtircb  Missionary 
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Society  has  been  the  first  attempt  in  our  own 
times^  to  assist  in  redeeming  the  church  from 
the  reproach  of  neglect  and  indifference  towards 
the  heathen  world ;  and  it  is  lamentable  to  re- 
flect^ that  this  first  attempt  should  be  met 
with  prejudice,  and  misrepresentation,  and 
obloquy. 

The  Archdeacon,  again,  when  he  proceeds 
to  ask  why  only  two  prelates  of  the  church  have 
espoused  our  cause,  in  fact  asks,  why  certain 
dignitaries  have  not  as  yet  joined  a  voluntary 
benevolent  society.  He  might  as  well  ask  why 
only  fourteen  bishops  were  found  in  the  lists  of 
the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge 
in  the  year  1756,  sixty  years  after  its  establish- 
ment, when  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety, in  a  fourth  part  of  that  time,  engaged  an 
equal  number  of  prelates  iii  its  support;— or 
why  so  many  prelates  still  decline  uniting  them- 
selves with  the  two  Archbishops  and  the  Bishop 
of  London  in  the  support  of  the  Naval  and 
Military  Bible  Society;— or,  indeed,  why  any 
other  number  of  dignitaries  have  not  stood  for- 
ward in  befriending  any  other  charitable  insti- 
tutions. This,  if  I  may  adopt  the  Archdeacon's 
words,  is  a  mystery  easily  fathomed,  when  we 
reflect  that  new  institutions  in  the  church  are  at 
first  candidates  for  the  patronage  of  its  dis*- 
tinguished  members;  who  doubtless  consider 
that  there  is  an  evident  advantage  in  allowing 
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8acb  societies  to  go  through  a  noviciate,  before 
they  pledge  themselves  in  their  support. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Right  Reverend  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Calcutta's  not  espousing  the 
Society's  Mission  in  India,  the  Reverend  the 
Archdeacon  avows  his  ignorance.    It  may  be 
proper,  then,  to  mention,  that  the  proceedings 
of  our  Society  there  were  entered  on  long  be- 
fore the  establishment  of  that  see ;  and  that  the 
peculiar  delicacy  of  the  Bishop's  situation,  in  a 
scene  perfectly  novel,  and  where  he  has  perhaps 
to  consider  the  prejudices  of  many  European 
residents  agcunst  the  propagation  of  Christianity 
among  the  natives,  has  prevented  his  Lordship 
from  countenancing  in  so  ostensible  and  pro- 
minent a  manner  as  might  have  been  expected, 
even  the  missions  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  on  the  very  spot  where 
they  have  been  labouring  for  so  long  a  series  of 
years.    In  fact,  his  Lordship,  we  believe,  con* 
siders  himself  as  appointed  to  superintend  ex- 
clusively the  chaplains  and  churches  under  the 
authority  of  the  Company.  Over  English  clergy* 
men,  not  chaplains,  officiating  in  India,  he  has 
not  as  yet  assumed  the  episcopal  authority.    It 
is  manifest,  from   the  whole  tenor  of  our  So- 
ciety's proceedings,  that  we  shall  rejoice  when 
his  Lordship  shall  see  it  expedient  to  do  so.    In 
the  mean  time,  all  our  missionaries  are  under 
the  protection  and  legal  regulations  of  the  seve- 
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ral  lopal  civil  authorities ;  and  stand  in  some- 
what of  the  same  relation  to  the  Society  at 
home,  as  the  chaplains  do  to  the  Honourable 
the  East  India  Company.  The  persons  to  fill 
the  chaplaincies  are  appointed  by  the  Com* 
pany;  and  so  far  they  may  be  considered  as 
in  the  employment  of  that  Company ;  though 
the  administration  of  the  episcopal  functions, 
according  to  law,  is  vested  in  the  Right  Re- 
verend the  Bishop.  I  need  not  say  more  on 
the  subject,  except  that  the  circumstance  of  the 
uniformly  exemplary  conduct  of  our  Mission- 
aries, against  whom  no  complaints  of  disorder 
or  irregularity  have  ever  been  preferred,  serves 
still  farther  to  commend  the  prudence  and  so- 
l>riety  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  The 
Archdeacon  is  not,  perhaps,  aware,  that  the 
only  commendation  bestowed  on  missionary 
efforts,  in  his  Lordship's  Primary  Charge,  is 
bestowed  on  those  undertaken  at  the  sole  ex- 
pense of  our  Society,  and  conducted  by  a  con- 
verted Mohammedan,  under  the  discreet  and 
pious  guidance  of  one  of  the  honourable  Com- 
pany's chaplains  ^.  Nor  has  he,  perhaps,  been 
informed,  that  the  very  persons  who  had  a  large 

<  *^  Among  the  Missionary  proceedings  of  the  present 
dny,  I  have  met  with  none  which  hafe  been  conducted  with 
a  happier  combination  of  zeal  and  judgment,  than  one  of 
your  own  body  has  displayed.'' — Bishop  of  Calcutta's  Pri- 
mary Charge.  4to.    London.  1817.  Pp.  19,  20. 

A  note  to  this  passage  expresses  that  the  person  alluded 
to  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Corrie. 
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— ^perhaps  the  largest — share  in  the  efforts  which 
led  to  the  actual  establishmeDt  of  the  English 
episcopacy  in  India,  and  who  fought  the  battle 
of  Christianity  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament, 
when  that  question  was  agitated,  were  among 
the  friends  and  members  of  the  Church  Mission- 
ary Society.  So  easy  is  it  for  a  respectable  per- 
son, like  our  author,  unacquainted  with  the 
real  state  of  a  great  question,  to  commit  the 
most  considerable  mistakes  at  every  step. 

With  regard  to  the  Society's  Corresponding 
Committee  in  India,  let  the  Boards  and  Com- 
mittees of  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge,  and  ofall  other  institutions,  reply  to 
the  censui*es  of  the  Archdeacon.  It  is  obvious, 
that  the  affairs  of  a  distant  mission  can  be  con- 
ducted only  by  maintaining  a  correspondence 
with  its  friends  at  home. 

There  are  other  topics  on  which  I  might  en* 
large ;  but  I  fear  my  readers  may  be  already 
weary  of  these  details.  I  will  only  add,  then, 
on  the  professed  zeal  of  the  Rev.  Archdeacon 
Thomas  for  the  cause  of  missions— in  which  he 
states,  that  he  yields  to  no  member  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society — that  his  ardour  in 
that  cause  would  at  least  have  been  more  mani- 
fest, if  he  had  himself  been  a  member  of  the 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
P^rts.  But  it  is  a  singular  fact,  when  connec?' 
ted  With  the  statements  of  his  Protest,  jtbat  the 
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Dame  of  the  Archdeacon  does  not  appear  in  the 
last  list  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  last  men^ 
tioned — a  circumstance,  which>  though  I  admil 
it  may  serve  sufficiently  to  account  for  the  errors 
into  which  the  Archdeacon  has  fallen,  respect-* 
ing  the  nature  of  that  excellent  institution,  as 
well  as  with  regard  to  many  leading  facts  con- 
nected with  his  entire  argument,  does  not  seem 
equally  well  to  explain  the  zeal  with  which  he 
recommended  this  very  Society  to  his  audience, 
and  his  readiness  in  charging  upon  them  an 
ignorance  of  its  existence.  Nor  is  it  unworthy 
of  remark,  that  these  reproaches  should  have 
been  directed  against  an  assembly,  the  Right 
Reverend  President  of  which  was  already  ac« 
tually  enrolled  amongst  the  members  of  that 
Society,  which  the  At*chdeacon  was  contented 
to  admire  and  to  recommend.  I  will  not  stop  to 
press  this  circumstance  to  its  inferences  on  all 
the  arguments  and  assumptions  of  the  reverend 
Protester. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  trust  that  it  has  been 
shown,  in  the  foregoing  pages,  that  the  Arch- 
deacoD*s  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  the  proposed 
association  at  Bath,  and  his  Protest  against  it, 
are  equally  destitute  of  any  weight  or  authority 
whatever;  and  that  bis  facts  and  arguments  ad« 
duced  to  support  his  right  of  interference  are 
erroneous.  I  flatter  myself  also,  that  his  man* 
ner  of  executing  what  he  imagined  to  be  his 
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duty,  has  been  proved  to  be  as  indecorous,  as 
the  grounds  of  it  were  insufficient.  I  bope^  in 
the  mean  time^  that  the  necessity  for  the  esta- 
blishment and  efforts  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  has  been  shown  to  have  been  urgent, 
the  rise  and  proceedings  of  it  laudable,  and  the 
objections  advanced  against  it  trifliDg  or  incon* 
elusive. 

But  on  such  a  subject  this  will  be  far  from 
satisfying  the  truly  benevolent  mind.  To  have 
repelled  the  attack  of  a  misinformed  assailant 
is  a  small  matter.  The  stupendous  cause  of  all 
the  unconverted  nations  of  the  earth  is  involved 
in  the  question  which  has  been  treated — a  cause 
which  is  sometimes  injured  by  descending  to  too 
minute  details  of  argument.  In  such  details 
we  may  possibly  err ;  but,  in  the  general  appeal 
to  the  members  of  our  church  on  the  imperative 
duty  of  missionary  efforts,  it  is  impossible  to 
mistake.  For  these  reasons  I  haxe  already  en- 
deavoured to  restrain  the  warmth  which  I  could 
not  but  feel  at  the  harsh  and  even  acrimonious 
language  of  the  Archdeacon*s  Protest.  Perhaps 
I  have  not  been  sufficiently  on  my  guard.  But 
my  deliberate  wish  is  to  consult  the  great  ques- 
tion of  Missions  generally.  I  would  far  rather 
be  less  triumphant  in  my  argument,  than 
injure  the  success,  and  diminish  the  universal 
acceptance,  of  this  cause.  I  feel  that  the  in- 
terests of  millions  is  at  stake;  and  I  should  be 
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ashamed  of  being  too  much  moved  with  our 
oven  personal  grievances,  when  the  mighty  in** 
juries  sustained  by  these  vast  neglected  r^ons 
of  the  earth,  which,  with  a  tardy  kindness,  we 
are  at  length  Calling  on  our  countrymen  to  re-* 
dress,  are  passing  in  review  before  us.  There 
never  was  such  an  importunate  cry  of  pity 
raised  from  all  the  divisions  of  the  heathen 
world,  as  that  which  now  addresses  itself  to  the 
conscience  and  feelings  of  Britons.  The  whole 
earth  is  waiting  for  the  salvation  of  Ood»  A 
general  disposition  to  inquire  into  the  records 
of  our  faith  is  manifesting  itself.  Facilities  for 
establishing  missions  in  the  most  distant  quar* 
ters  are  presented.  The  success  which  has  at* 
tended  the  missions  of  the  Society  for  pro- 
moting Christian  Knowledge,  as  well  as  those 
of  other  institutions,  inspires  us  with  the 
warmest  hopes.  Men  of  holy  constancy  and 
zeal  are  not  found  to  be  wanting,  when  due  en« 
couragement  is  afforded  them.  The  dawn  of 
prophecy  already  breaks  on  our  view,  and  in* 
vites  us  to  new  tracts  of  exertion  and  new 
scenes  of  labour.  The  unparalleled  success  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  is  pre* 
paring  our  way.  And  whither  can  the  fainting 
eye  of  human  misery  turn,  bnt  to  this  great 
Protestant  empire,  which  God  appears  to  have 
aggrandized,  at  the  present  momentous  pc* 
VOL.  II.  y 
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r^^  with  the  design  of  employing  her  as  the 
herald  of  merpy  1;o  mankind  ? 

Wt^ere,  then^  is  our  Ipve  to  our  fellow- 
cr^atures^  if  we  do  not  rise  to  communicate  to 
then)  that  unspeakable  blessings  which  has  first 
visited  us,  that  it  may  be  sent  on  to  others? 
\yi>ere  is  our  humanity,  our  benevolence,  our 
fonipassion,  if  we  spring  jiot  forth  in  this 
office  of  grace?  What!  shall  the  unhappy  wi-f 
dow  still  perish  on  the  funeral  pile — shall  the 
^Ipless  in£;^i^t  still  sink  under  the  hand  of  its 
parei^t-^shaU  the  deformed  orgies  of  Jugger- 
naut continue  to  prevail,  and  the  bones  of  the 
wretched  pilgrim  whiten  its  plains — ^shall  the 
horrid  rites  of  cannibalism  yet  subsist,  and 
temples  for  the  worship  of  devils  be  openly 
reared — shall  all  the  disgusting  ceremonies  of 
impurity  and  blood  remain  in  undiminished 
force-^^all  ignorance  and  vice,  and  despair, 
brQod  over  the  fairest  portion  of  the  globe,^  and 
the  prostrate  understanding  and  savage  passions 
of  man  bind  him  a  slave  to  earth?  and  shall 
3ritons  hesitate  to  convey  to  the  several  suf- 
fi^rers,  the  knowledge,  and  grace,  and  life^  of 
j^  etei*nal  rediemption  ?  We  plead,  it  is  tnie^ 
the  cause  of  unknown  strangers,  iu  urging  this 
great  question ;  but  of  strangers  who  are  cbU* 
4^1)  of  the  same  common  parent  with  our«- 
sdivcts^  and  who  might  now,  if  God  had  pleased, 
have  been  in  circumstances  to  communicate  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHURCR   MffifSIONARV  60CIBTY.  323 

US  the  very  blessings  t^bich  thdjr  ^tipijticate  ti 
our  haiids. 

Englishtneti  do  not  know  enougfi  the  &ttd6 
of  the  heathen  world:  they  do  not  enongh  coti- 
sidei*  the  Immense  obhgatioiis  Which  their  reli- 
gfiods blessings  bring  with  them;  or  they  cdtild 
not  be  unmoved,  in  the  degree  iA  which  they 
still  are,  at  the  sorrows  of  Ihankiiid.  Wheife  !^ 
our  love  to  onr  dying  Redeemer,  if  we  rettiaiH 
indifferent  t6  the  cofnmunicaition  of  that  g^race 
which  be  came  down  from  heaven  and  expired 
on  the  cross  to  pdrchaise?  Where  id  6ur  roost 
ordinary  wisdom,  if  We  neglect  the  opportunity 
which  the  Providence  of  God  affords  us,  of  con->* 
lacerating  our  national  greatness  to  the  Diving 
Glory?  Wherfe  is  onr  regard  to  our  own 
church,  if  we  labour  not  to  plant  her  ftiorfe 
deeply  in  the  affections  of  our  own  people,  by 
diffusing  her  mild  and  parental  sway  over  tb6 
heathen  lands?  Where  is  our  very  sense  of 
Ahame,  if  we  allow  other  confessions  of  Chris- 
tians to  outstrip  us  in  this  holy  race ;  and  En- 
sign to  a  doctrine  and  discipline  which  we  prb- 
feS;  not  wholly  to  approve,  that  task  of  conver- 
sion Which  should  in  all  reason  be  Our  own? 
^here  is  our  patilotism,  if  we  desire  not  to  in- 
volve and  bind  up  our  country  with  the  prayers 
And  benedictions  of  mankind  ? 

tet  us  awake,  then,  from  our  sloth.    The 
indolence  and  setfi^hness  of  Christian  nationB 
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lia?e  too  long  impeded  the  tide  and  current  of 
life.    Unnatural  quarrels,   the   magnifying  of 
pmall  matters,  and  interminable  disputes  on 
subordinate  points,   have  too  much  absorbe4 
their  attention.    Novr,   at  length,   let  all  the 
Protestant  communities  come  forward  to  take 
jtheir  share  in  this  ivork  o/*  the  Lord^    Let  our 
pwn  churchi  the  glory  and  bulwark  of  the  Pro- 
testant fiuth,  lead  the  way.    Let  the  member^ 
pi  our  two  venerable  Societies  occupy  the  fore- 
most ground.    The  friends  of  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society  are  actuated  by  no  undue  par- 
tiality for  their  own  particular  plans.    Human 
judgment — fallible  in  its  most  unbiassed  opera- 
^tions— will  lead  the  best  of  men  to.  different 
conclusions  as  to  the  comparative  merit  of  this 
pr  that  missionary  institution.    Let  only  th^ 
great  work  be  wisely  and  vigorously  prosecuted, 
and  none  will  more  sincerely  rejoice  than  our- 
selves.   Let,  then,  our  two  revered   Societies 
redouble  their  efforts.    Let  them  fairly  appeal 
to  the  good    sense,    feeling,  piety,    and   gra- 
titude of  the    nation.    Let   them    no    longer 
confine  themselves  to  their  present  limits,  but 
boldly  enter  on  new  spheres  of  action.    Let  on^ 
or  two,  or  more  distinct  missionary  estsiblish-- 
ments  be  farmed  for  the  different  quartera  of 
the    world.    There  is  room  enough    for    alL 
Charity  would  hail  and  bless  the  day.    Then^ 
engaged  in  the  actual  work  of  missions,  minor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHURCH   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY.  325 

objections  would  fade  away,  and  unnumbered 
difficulties  would  be  removed.  Every  thing 
would  be  practicable,  under  God's  blessing,  if 
we  were  fairly  in  earnest.  A  more  copious  ef- 
fusion of  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost  might  be 
expected  to  descend.  Our  parishes  and  con- 
gregations at  home  would  feel  the  sacred  in- 
flaence:  a  general  revival  of  pure  and  scriptural- 
piety  would  take  place:  prayer  would  be  more 
abundantly  and  more  fervently  offered  up  at  the 
Tbi'one  of  Mercy :  a  holy  unity  and  order  would 
accompany  and  strengthen  the  warm  emotions 
of  love  and  zeal;  the  glory  of  our  reformed  and 
apostolical  church  would  break  forth  all  around; 
and  the  cause  of  missions,  undertaken  by  its? 
members  as  by  one  man,  might  usher  in,  per- 
haps, that  day  of  prophetic  rapture,  when  all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  shall  become  the  king-* 
doms  of  our  God  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he  shall 
reign  for  ever  and  ever. 
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4^4re^^  from  thf  CommUiee  of  the  B^th  Awh^ 

^  BATIJ  QHUECif  MISSIONARY  80CIBIT. 

.  ^  It  10  with  the  deepest  pain  and  vegret,  that  the  Conmit^ 
t^e  feel  themselves  cal]e4  oq  to  take  this  public  notice  of  f  er- 
tain  circumstances  which  occurred  at  the  Meeting  held  for  the 
fqmifilioa  of  this  Society,  on  Mopd^y  last  They  deprecate 
from  the  very  bottops  of  their  hearts,  as  Christians  vid  as 
Churchmen,  the  remotest  approaches  to  strife  or  conteotion 
in  ^  cause,  i^  which  fiothing  but  the  purest  Christiaii  love  aik<i 
hfurmony  snould  be  seen  to  prevail ;  and  they  trust,  both  in- 
dividuaily  and  ootlectively,  their  conduct  will  ever  be  feund 
in  u^iaoi^  vrith  their  professions.  But  they  regard  it  as  a  duty 
they  owe  to  the  Meeting  itself;  to  the  Hpnourable  and  RigHt 
Aevevend  Plrelate  who  filled  the  chair;  to  the  public  at  tai^a 
as  well  as  to  themselves,  not  to  repiain  silent;  on  th^  occasion. 

*'  The  Committee  scarcely  n^ed  observe,  that  they  refer 
to  the  very  unexpected  and  extraordinary  interruption  given 
to  their  proceeaings  by  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath,  and  the 
written  Address  he  chose  to  deliver  to  the  Meeting.  As  the 
Archdeacon,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  withdremr 
instantly  on  concluding  his  Address,  and  would  not  remain 
to  hear  a  single  word  in  explanation  or  reply,  it  was  deemed 
the  feirest  and  most  proper  course  to  him,  as  well  as  the 
Meeting,  not  to  pursue  the  subject,  but  to  pass  to  the  buai-. 
ness  of  the  day. 

**  As  it  might  be  thought,  from  the  Arehdeacon^s  condnct 
and  Address,  that  no  communication  had  been  made,  either 
to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  or  the  clergy  of  Bath,  respect- 
ing the  formation  of  this  Society,  the  Committee  beg  to  oh- 
serve,  that,  as  soon  as  the  measure  was  resolved  on,  a  letter^ 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  was  sent  to  the  Bishop : — 
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"  (copy.) 
"  My  LoftD,  Norfolk  Crescent,  Bath,  Nov.  19,  I81t. 

**  I  am  requested  by  the  Committee  of  the  Church  of 
England  Missionary  Society,  to  solicit  the  honour  of  your 
Loraship*s  patronage  to  tiie  formation  of  an  Auxiliary  Asso^ 
ciation  in  ^ath,  to  aid  the  charitable  efforts  of  the  Parent 
Society.  The  Bishop  of  Gloucester  has  kindly  condescended 
to  promise  to  explain  the  nature  of  this  Institution  from  the 
pulpit  of  the  Octagon  Chapel,  oto  Sunday  doming,  No^, 
Mtn,  and  preside  at  a  public  meeting  on  the  following  day. 
Your  Lordship  will  confer^  much  honour  upon  the  Associa- 
tion, as  well  as  materially  benefit  its  success  in.  Bath,  hj^ 
kindly  undertaking  the  office  of  patron. 

'^  In  the  name  of  the  Committee, 

I  have  the  honour  to  l>e, 
Yo\ir  Lordship's  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CONOLLY  COANR'! 
*'  To  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.'' 

*'  And  the  following  answer  was  received;-*- 

"  (COPT.) 

'•  Rot.  Sir,  "  Palace,  Wells,  Nov.  21,  1817* 

''  I  lose  Bo  time  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  let* 
ter;  and  request  the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  Committee 
of  the  Church  of  England  Missbnary  Society,  with  my  re* 
spectful  compliments,  that  I  bep  leave  to  decline  the  oftbe  of 
Patron  of  the  Anuliary  Association  in  Bath,  to  whieb  they 
have  done  me  the  honour  of  offering  to  appoint  me. 
"lam,  Rev.  Sir, 

Your  faithful  humble  Servant, 

B.  of  BATH  and  W£LLS.^ 
<<  To  the  Rev.  ConoUy  Come.'' 

**  It  is  unnecessary  for  the  Committee  to  remark^  that  th^ 
Bishop  declined  accepting  the  office  offered  him  in  the  hand-> 
9omest  and  politest  manner;  nor  is  there  a  word  of  objeetion  oi^ 
disapprobation  of  the  measure. 

"  The  next  step  taken  was  to  depute  two  officiating  der^ 

Knen  of  the  place,  the  Rev.  Mr#  Richards  and  the  Rev^ 
.  Player,  to  wait  on  the  Archdeacon  of  Bath,  and  solicit 
lus  countenance  and  support  to  the  intended  Associatioli^ 
Tlie  Archdeacon  eeceived  these  gentlemen  in  the  moeA  warni 
and  friendly  manner;  and  though  he  ^ypeared  to  deeliiie 
^inff  any  part  in  favour  of  the  Society,  yet  be  certainly  tig" 
jiiiied  no  express  disapprobation  of  it;  nor  did  he-  say  to  ei- 
ther of  them,  as  officiating  ministers  in  his  afohdeaconrv^  a 
single  word  on  any  impropriety  in  their  belonging  to  such  an 
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iDstitution.  Ilie  rectors  of  Bath,  Walcot,  and  Bathwiek* 
with  otfaar  officiating  clergy  of  the  towa,  were  either  pei«o^ 
naliy  waited  od»  or  addressed  by  letter  on  the  subject.  The 
R«ctor  of  Walcot  behaved  in  the  mildest,  most  candid,  and 
gentlemanly  manner;  and  the  same  was  the  case  with  regard 
to  the  Rector  of  Bath. 

"  The  Committee  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  enter  into 
this  detail  of  their  proceedings  previously  to  the  formation  of 
the  Institution,  botn  to  show  that  they  were  not  deficient  in 
any  mark  of  attention  and  respect  to  the  bishop  or  clergy  of 
the  place;  and,  though  they  had  to  lament  that  want  of  con- 
currence which  would  have  been  so  highly  desirable  in  a 
oause  which  appears  to  them  equalle^l  calculated  to  promote 
tiie  best  interests  of  the  church  and  the  Gospel,  yet  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  contemplate  from  any  quarter  any 
active  hostility  or  opposition.  Some  judgment,  then,  may  be 
formed  of  their  surprise,  and,  we  would  add,  erief  alflO» 
when  the  Archdeacon  appeared  at  the  Meeting  in  the  manner 
he  did,  and  delivered  his  Address;  though  the  Committee 
will  venture  to  say,  that  none,  but  those  who  were  presents 
can  adequately  enter  into  the  sensations  excited  at  hearing 
that  Address —at  tlie  sentiments  it  contained,  as  well  as  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  conceived,  or  the  tone  and  manner 
in  which  it  was  delivered.  As  the  Archdeacon  will  probably 
publish  this  Address,  the  Committee  forbear  entering  on  this 
|iart  of  the  subject  at  present :  they  only  hope  it  will  be  given 
literally  to  the  public  as  it  was  delivered,  without  curtailment 
or  alteration;  and  then  the  public  will  have  to  judge  for  them- 
selves. 

**  The  Committee,  however,  cannot  conclude  this  Ad- 
dress, without  adverting  to  one  point  of  most  material  import, 
ttot  only  to  themselves  and  the  Society  they  have  recently 
formed,  but  to  every  similar  Society  throughout  the  king- 
dom, and  to  the  rights  of  Englishmen  {it  large.  The  Arch- 
deacon, in  the  opening  of  his  address,  talked  of  comirtg  there 
by  right,  as  Archdeacon  of  Bath ;  and  in  the  course  of  it, 
be  permitted  himself  to  say,  that  he  would,  if  he  pleased, 
call  in  the  peace  officers  to  dissolve  the  Meeting.  The  Com- 
mittee woiud  wish  to  ask  the  Archdeacon,  what  ecclesiastical 
power  or  controul  he  conceives  himself  to  have  over  a  Meet- 
ing convened,  in  the  usual  form,  by  public  advertisement, 
^ud  assembled  under  the  protection  of  the  civil  law,  and  at 
the  Guildhall,  with  the  permission  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  city?  The  Meeting  was  either  legal  or  ille^.  If  legal, 
what  possible  right  had  the  Archdeacon  to  mterfere;— or, 
whence  does  he  draw  any  such  right  of  interference  or  con- 
troul over  the  proceedings  of  such  a  Meeting?    If  illegal,  is 
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• 

iuch  a  mei^tiag  ftmeoable  to  ecclesiastical  jurisdictiiHi;  or 
have  the  lay  membera  of  the  chivch  na  power  to  asBemhle* 
for  any  charitable  purpose,  but  under  the  direct  sauction  of 
ecclesiastical  power?  If  such  be  the  coastitntion  of  the 
Church  of  England  as  by  law  established,  they  desire  that 
it  may  be  distinctly  pointed  out.  The  Archdeacon  was,  in* 
deed,  heard  by  sufferance,  even  to  the  end  of  his  most  ex- 
traordinary Addr^s;  and  that  by  a  Meeting  whose  proceed* 
ings  were  interrupted  without  leave  or  apology,  and  where  he 
was  not  entitled  to  speak,  unless  in  conformity  to  the  adver- 
tisement, by  which  friends  only  were  invited :  he  was  heard, 
though  professing  to  come  there  in  support  of  a  presumed  ec- 
clesiastical authority;  and  whilst  he  tiimself  was  at  the  s^me 
time  violating  all  ecclesiastical  discipline,  by  insulting  a  bi- 
shop of  his  own  church,  and  a  superior  in  the  same  diocese, 
who  listened  to  him  with  a  patience  and  calmness  which 
could  be  derived  only  from  one  source. 

**  As  this  is  the  first,  so  the  Committee  trust  it  will  be  the 
last  time  they  shall  have  to  address  the  public  on  this  occa- 
sion :  they  more  gladly  and  cheerfully  return  to  the  discharge 
of  their  proper  duties,  and  look  with  confidence  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  Christian  public,  in  the  great  and  glorious  under- 
taking in  which  they  are  engaged. 

**  In  the  name  of  the  Committee, 

(Signed)  J.  0*BRIEN.^* 

*'  Bath,  Dee.  4lA,  1817.'' 


APPENDIX    II. 

The  words  of  the  Archdeacon  are— 

**  I  said  that  this  Society  tends  to  the  subversion  of  eccle- 
siastical order;  and  to  promote  and  augment  divisions  among 
the  members,  and  especially  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Can  a  stronger  proof  of  this  assertion  be  offered 
than  is,  at  this  moment,  exhibited  before  your  eves  ?  Here 
you  have  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester 
presiding  in  the  chief  city  of  the  diocese  of  tfath  and  Wells, 
over  the  formation  of  a  society  which  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells  disclaims.  Does  the  Honourable  and  Right 
Reverend  Vice  Patron  of  this  Church  of  England  Mission- 
ary Society  know  this  fact?  If  not,  by  what  rule,  not  of 
apostolical  authority,  but  of  common  propriety,  does  he  in- 
vade the  province  of  his  venerable  brother?  By  what  right 
does  he  come  hither,  thrusting  his  sickle  into  another  man's 
harvest?  Perhaps  he  thought  the  husbandmen  asleepl  I 
^trust  thai  he  will  find  us  waking  and  watchful.    But  if  his 
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Loidthip  JBd  know  Ibe  sentimeitB  of  U«  ?«Dirable  diocMur 
w  well  as  mine  (for  the  Dmd  <rf  W^s  m  m  nmcli  uader 
nnonical  rule  as  an j  other  clergymaii),  I  t»k,  if  his  Lord- 
ship did  know  the  sentiments  of  his  yenerable  diocesan  atf 
well  as  miney  couM  he  give  a  more  dedsive  proof  of  his  in^ 
diiereace  to  the  dignity  of  the  high  offiee  to  which  he  has 
been  bui  a  few  yeais  consecrated,  as  well  as  of  his  contempt 
efceeiesiastical<wder?''^Protesty  ff.6,  7. 


APPENDIX  III. 

The  following  abstract  of  the  Charter  incorporating  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  PaitSt 
will  sbowy  that  it  is  in  no  degree  formed  for  the  object  of  con- 
verting the  Heathen  World,  though  some  of  its  iftissionaries 
and  Schoolmasters  on  the  extreme  Stations  may  have  an  in- 
tercourse with  a  few  tribes  of  American  Indians. 

"  King  William  III.  was  graciously  pleased,  on  the  16th 
of  June  170 1,  to  erect  and  settle  a  corporation  with  a  perpe* 
tual  succession,  by  the  name  of  the  Society  for  the  Propaga* 
tion  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts;  for  the  receiving,  ma? 
naging,  and  disposing  of  the  contributions- of  such  persons  as 
wmikk  be  indue^d  to  extend  their  charity  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  learned  and  an  orthodox  cleigy,.attd  the  makiog  of 
such  other  provision  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  Pkopaga* 
tion  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  upon  information,  mat 
in  many  of  our  Planti^tions,  Colonies,  i^nd  Factories  beyond 
the  seas,  the  provision  for  ministers  was  mean ;  and  many 
other  of  our  said  Plantations,  Colonies,  and  Factories,  were 
wholly  unprovided  of  a  maintenance  for  mmisters,  and  the 
poblic^ worship  of  God;  and  (hat,  for  lack  of  support  and 
maintenance  of  such,  many  of  his  loving  subjects  wanted'  tiio 
administration  of  God*s  word  and  sacraments,  and  seemed  to 
be  abandoned  to  atheism  and  infiddity,  and  otheiB  of  tbens  to 
popish  superstition  and  idolatry." 


APPENDIX  IV. 

The  peculiar  interest  taken  by  King  George  the  Firsts  in 
the  primary  endeavour  to  evangelize  the  Hindoos,  will  appear 
from  the  following  letters  addressed  to- the  missionaries  by  his 
Majesty. 

••  George,  by  the  Grace  of  God^  King  of  Great  Brs- 
^  tain,,  France,  and  Ireland,,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


AFPRNDIX   IV»  33r 

dsc.  •  To  Uie  Rererend  and  Learned  Bartiudomew' 

^^egenbalgy  and  John  Ernest  Grundler,  Miarionniiei 

at  Tranquebar  in  the  East  Indies. 

''  Reverend  and  beioyed^-^Your  letters,  dated  the  20d» 

January  of  the  present  3fear,  were  most  welcome  lo  us;   not 

only  because  the  work  undertaken  by  you,  of  couTerting  the 

heathen  to  the  Christian  faith»  doth,  by  the  grace  of  Crod,( 

prosper,  but  abo  because  that  in  this  our  kingdom  siich  a 

laudable  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the  Gospel  prevails. 

'*  We  pray  you  may  be  endued  with  Aealth  and  strength 
of  body,  tnat  you  may  long  continue  to  fultil  your  ministry^ 
with  good  success;  of  which,  as  we  shall  be  rejoiced  to  hear» 
so  you  wUl  always  find  us  ready  to  succour  you  in  whatever 
may  tend  to  promote  your  work  and  to  excite  your  seal.  We 
assure  you  of  the  continuance  of  our  royal  favour. 

**  Given  at  our  Palace  of  Hampton  Court,  the  2dd 
August,  A.  D.  1717,  in  the  4th  Year  of  our  Reign." 

"  GEORGE  R. 

"  HATTOBF.'* 

The  King  continued  to.cherish  with  much  solicitude  the 
interests  of  Uie  mission  after  the  death  of  Ziegenbalg;  and  in 
ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  foregoiDj^  letter,  a  second  waa 
addressed  to  the  Members  of  the  Mission,  by  his  Miyesty. 

**  Reverend  and  beloved,— From  ]^our  letters,  dated  Tran-i 
quebar,  the  12th  September  1725,  wluch  sometime  since  came 
to  hand,  we  received  much  pleasure;  since  by  them  we  are 
informed  not  only  of  your  zealous  exertions  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work  committed  to  you,  but  also  of  the  happy  success 
whidi  hath  hitherto  attended  it,  and  which  hath  been  grsr 
ciously  given  of  God.  We  return  you  thanks  for  thesn 
accounts;  and  it  will  be  acceptable  to  us,  if  you  continue  to 
communicate  whatever  shall  occur  in  the  progress  of  your 
mission.  In  the  mean  time,  we  pray  you  may  enjoy  strength 
of  body  and  mind  for  the  long  continuance  of  your  laboura  in 
tilts  good  work,  to  the  glory  of  God,,  and  tha  promotion  of 
Christianity  among  the  heathens;  that  its  perpetuity  may  not 
fafl  in  generations  to  come. 

"  Given  at  our  Palace  at  St.  James's,  the  2Sd  I!ebru« 
ary^  1727,  in  the  Idth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

«*  GEORGE  R." 

The  following  ia  the  translation  of  a  letter  of  Archbishop 
Wake. 

''To    Bartholomew   Ziegenbalg   and  John    Ernest 
Gcundler,  Preachera  of  the  Christian  Faith,  on  Uie 
Coast  of  Coromande). 
*l  As  often  as.  I  behold  your  letU^rs,  Reverend  Bretbrei^ 
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addressed  to  the  veiierable  Society  institated  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Gospel,  whose  chief  honour  and  ornament  ye  are ; 
and  as  often  as  I  contemplate  the  light  of  the  Oospel  ei^ier 
now  first  rising  on  the  Indian  Nations,  or  after  the  intermis- 
sion of  some  ages  again  revived,  and  as  it  were  restored  to 
its  inheritance;  I  am  constrained  to  magnify  that  singular 
goodness  of  God  in  visiting  nations  so  remote ;  and  to  account. 
yoH»  my  brethren,  highly  honoured,-  whose  ministry  it  hath 
pleased  Him  to  employ,  in  this  pious  work,  to  the  glory  of  His 
name  and  the  salvation  of  so  many  millions  of  souls.  Let 
others  indulge  in  a  ministry,  if  not  idle,  certainly  less  labori- 
ous, among  Christians  at  home.  Let  them  enjoy,  in  the 
bosom  of  Uie  church,  titles  and  honours,  obtained  without 
labour  and  without  danger.  Your  praise  it  will  be  (a  praise 
of  endless  duration  on  earth,  and  followed  by  a  just  recom* 
pense  in  heaven)  to  have  laboured  in  the  vineyard  which 
yourselves  have  planted;  to  have  declared  the  name  of 
Christ,  where  it  was  not  known  before;  and  through  much 
peril  and  difficulty  to  have  converted  to  the  faith  those  among 
whom  ye  afterwards  fulfilled  your  ministry.  Your  province, 
therefore,  brethren,  your  office,  I  place  before  all  dignities  in 
the  church.  Let  others  be  jgontifFs,  patriarchs,  or  popes;  let 
them  fflitter  in  purple,  in  scarlet,  or  in  gold;  let  them 
seek  tne  admiration  of  the  wondering  multitude,  and  re- 
ceive obeisance  on  the  bended  knee.  Ye  have  acquired  a 
better  name  than  they,  and  a  more  sacred  fame.  And  when 
that  day  shall  arrive,  when  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  give  to 
every  man  according  to  his  woi'k,  a  greater  reward  shall  be 
adjudged  to  you.  Admitted  into  the  glorious  society  of  the 
Prophets,  Evangelists,  and  Apostles,  ye,  with  them»  shall 
shine,  like  the  sun  among  the  lesser  stars,  in  the  kingdom  of 
your  Father,  for  ever.  Since  then  so  great  honour  is  now 
given  unto  you  by  all  competent  judges  on  earth,  and  since  so 
great  a  reward  is  laid  up  for  you  in  heaven;  go  forth  with 
alacrity  to  that  work,  to  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath 
called  you.  God  hath  already  given  to  }'ou  an  illustrious 
pledge  of  his  favour,  an  increase  not  to  be  expected  without 
the  aid  of  his  grace.  Ye  have  begun  happily,  proceed  with 
spirit.  He,  who  hath  carried  you  safely  through  the  dangers 
of  the  seas  to  such  a  remote  country,  and  who  hath  given  you 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  those  whose  countenance  ye  most  de- 
sired ;  He  who  hath  so  liberally  and  unexpectedly  ministered 
unto  your  wants,  and  who  doth  now  daily  add  members  to 
your  church ;  He  will  continue  to  prosper  your  endeavours, 
and  will  subdue  unto  himself,  by  your  means,  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  Oriental  India.  O  happy  men!  who,  standing 
before  the  tribunal  of  Christ;  shall  exhibit  so  many  nations 
<6on verted  to  his  faith  by  your  preaching;  happy  men !  to 
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whom  it  shall  be  given  to  say,  before  the  assembly  of  the 
whole  human  race,  Behold  um,  O  Lord,  and  ike  ckildrm 
whom  thou  hast  given  us ;  happy  men  I  who»  being  justified 
by  the  Saviour,  shall  receive  in  that  day  the  rewara  of  your 
labours,  and  also  shall  hear  that  glorious  encomium,  \VeU 
done,  good  and  faithful  sere  ants  \  enter  ye  into  the  jog  of  your 
Lord.  May  Almighty  God  graciously  favour  you  and  your 
labours  in  all  things.  May  he  send  to  your  aid  fellow-* 
labourers,  such  and  so  many  as  ye  wish.  May  he  increase 
the  bounds  of  your  churches.  May  he  open  the  hearts  of 
those  to  whom  ye  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ :  that  hearing 
you,  they  may  receive  life-giving  faith.  May  he  protect  you 
and  yours  from  all  evils  and  dangers.  And  when  ye  arrive 
(may  it  be  late)  at  the  end  of  your  course,  m^  the  same 
God,  who  hath  called  you  to  this  work  of  the  Gospel,  and 
hath  preserved  you  in  it,  grant  to  you  the  reward  of  your 
labour, — an  incorruptible  crown  of  glory. 

**  These  are  the  fervent  wishes  and  prayers  of. 
Venerable  Brethren, 
**  Your  most  faithful  fellow-servant  in  Christ, 

"  GULIELMUS  CANT." 
**  From  our  Palace  at  Lambeth,  January,  A.  D.  1719.'' 

I  cannot  here  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  admirable  Ser- 
mon of  the  present  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  delivered  last 
year  (1817),  before  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in 
foreign  Parts,  and  which  precedes  their  last  Report. 

The  circumstance  also  may  be  here  mentioned — and  I 
shall  only  mention  it — that  if  the  efforts  of  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society  were  suppressed,  the  number  of  Missionaries 
in  India  and  its  dependencies,  supported  by  Members  of  the 
Church  of  EnsLnd,  would  not  exceed  three  or  four;  while 
those  supported  by  other  religious  communities  in  thb  country 
amount  to  above. seventy. 


APPENDIX  V. 

Mtnch  0,  1818. 
Feeling  it  to  be  due  to  the  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  the 
liord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  to  remove  a  misconception,  which, 
as  I  collect  from  some  of  the  publications  that  have  appeared 
in  reply  to  my  Defence,  seems  to  be  entertained  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "  Statement''  made  by  his  Lordship,  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  giving  a  simple  account  of  the  facts  which  the 
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error  committed  by  me  in  a  few  copies  of  the  First  Edition  of 
the  I>efence  seems  to  render  it  expedient  for  me  to  detail. 

The  attack  made  npon  his  Lordship  by  the  Archdeacon  of 
Balhy  to  which  the  pnDlie  attention  was  called  in  so  peculiar 
a  manner  in  the  metropolis  and  throughout  the  kingdoni,  haying 
rendered  it  adrisable,  in  his  Lordship's  judgment,  to  give 
tfome  degree  of  publicity  to  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the 
-part  which  he  ban  taken  in  the  whole  transaction,  it  appeased 
to  hnn  sufficient  for  that  purpose  to  furnish  his  bookseller  with 
a;  statement,  which  he  was  instructed  to  show  to  any  one  who 
might  seem  interested  upon  the  subject. 

This  Statement,  of  which  his  Lordship  did  not  ke^  a 
copy,  is  dated  December  22,  1817,  and  is  here  transcribed 
ftom  the  original  at  Mr.  Hatchard's,  word  for  word : 

"  Tou  hare  authority,  from  the  Prelate  who  took  the 
chair  at  the  request  of  the  friends  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  at  Bath,  to  declare,  that,  having  previously  consulted 
the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  upon  the  subject  of  preaching  for 
the  Society,  he  had  not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  tfaat» 
in  taking  that  step,  or  in  attending  the  meeting,  he  was  acting 
in  a  manner  disrespectful  or  displeasing  to  his  Lordship ;  the 
introduction  of  whose  name,  as  protesting  against  the  meet- 
ing, is  firmly  believed  by  the  prelate  above  mentioned  to  have 
been  entirely  unauthorised  and  uqjustifiable.'* 

WiiSi  tihis  Statement  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  contented 
himself:  and  though,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  who  had  inqmred 
whether  he  had  acquainted  the  BTshop  of  Bath  and  Wells 
with  his  intention  to  attend  the  meeting  at  the  time  when  he 
referred  die  preaching  to  his  Lordship's  decision,  he  replied  in 
the  affirmative,  he  did  not  then  think  the  circumstance  so 
material  as  to  require  any  addition  to  the  Statement  already 
made. 

The  Defence  of  the  Church  Missk>nary  Socie^  did  nol 
reach  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  till  the  d«v  on  which  several 
copies  of  the  first  edition  were  issued.  His  Lordship  then 
found  that  what  he  had  written  had  beei^  misunderstood,  and 
feared  that  some  inaccurate  expression  might  have  slipped  in- 
advertently into  the  Statement  which  had  been  sent  ontne  2Sd 
.of  December  to  Mr.  Hatchard—an  expression  capable  of 
conveyinfl;  a  declaration  that  he  had  consuKeei  the  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells  as  to  his  attendance  upon  the  meeting-^an 
expression,  therefore,  contrary  to  hb  own  knowledge  of-  the 
fact.  I3nder  this  aj^rehension,  he  immediately  wrote  to  Mr% 
Hatchard  the  following  short  letter : 
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Mr»Hatchafd»  PaUtca^  Janumry  4. 

"  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  following  is  pre- 
cisely in  words  the  same  as  the  Statement  you  have  hitherto 
had*  but  I  should  wish  the  Statement  now  shown  to  be  as 
fyllows." 

This  letter  was  prefixed  to  a  Statement*  which>  whether 
an  exact  copy  of  the  ori^nah  word  for  word,  his  Lordship 
oould  not  at  the  time  positively  say,  but  which  he  was  cer- 
t^aiA  contaiued  a  faithtul  expression  of  the  sentiment  which  he 
liad  meant  to  convey. 

On  comparison,  nowever,  it  appears  that  they  are  verbatim 
tbe  same,  with  this  insignificant  exception : 

JDee.  2i.  ''  At  the  request  of  the  Friends  of  the  Church 
**  Missionary  Society  at  Bath." 

Jan.  4.  "  At  the  desire  of  the  meetmg  of  the  Friends  of 
**  the  Church  Missionary  Societv  at  Bath.'^ 

This  assertion  may  bie  verified  by  any  one  who  chooses  to 
inspect  the  papers  at  Mr.  Hatchard's. 

The  Bishop  took,  then,  without  delay,  erery  step  in  his 

S»wer  to  procure  an  immediate  alteration  of  the  first  edition  of 
e  Defence  of  die  Church  Missionary  Society,  and  a  sub- 
stitution of  what  was  in  fact  his  first  and  only  Statement 
But  considering  afterwards  that  his  letter  to  a  friend  had  been 
die  ground,  however  erroneously,  of  the  mistake,  he  thought 
it  better  to  insert  the  purport  of*^^  that  letter  in  a  second  State- 
ment, which  appeared  in  the.  eighth  and  all  the  succeeding 
editiona  of  the  peience. 

The  second  Statement  is  as  follows,  word  for  word: 

**  We  have  authority,  from  the  Prelate  who  took  tlie  chair 
at  the  desire  of  the  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  Church  Mis« 
aionary  Society  at  Bath,  to  declare,  that,  having^  previously 
mentioned  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  his  intention  of  at- 
tending the  meeting,  as  well  as  submitted  his  design  o( 
pseacluog  for  the  Society  to  his  Lordship's  decision,  he  had 
not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  that  in  taking  those  steps 
be  was  acting  in  a  manner  disrespectful  or  displeasing  to  hi» 
IiQrdship;  the  introduction  of  whose  name,  as  protesting 
against  the  Meeting,  is  firmly  believed  by  the  Prelate  above 
inentioned  to  have  been  entirely  unauthorised  and  uiyustifi- 
aWe." 

**Jttk.5,  1818.        ' 

Such,  then,  are  the  only  two  Statements  ever  made  by  the 
Bishop  of  Gloucester;  the  latter  only  differing  from  the  former 
in  the  addition  of  a  fact,  vh.  his  having  previously  mentioned 

2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


336  APPENDIX  V. 

to  the  Bisbop  of  Bath  and  Wells  bis  intentioii  of  attending  die 
meeting-— the  introduction  of  which  had  appeared  of  more 
importance  to  others  than  to  the  Bishop  himself. 

For  the  Statement  introduced  into  a  few  copies  of  the  first 
edition  of  the  Defence,  so  far  as  it  differs  from  the  Statements 
above  mentioned^  the  Bishop  of  Gloucester  is  not  in  any 
way  whatever  responsible. 

I  trust  that  the  obscurity  which  has  been  imagined  to  rest 
on  this  really  insignificant  matter,  is  now  fully  dissipated.  It 
Ib  quite  obvious,  that  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester  had  no 
concern  whatever  in  the  error  into  which  I  was  betrayed  in 
Ae  extreme  haste  with  which  my  first  edition  was  carried 
through  the  press.  On  the  subject  of  this  error  itself,  I  can 
add  little  to  the  notes  already  given  in  the  several  editions  of 
my  small  work,  except  by  offering  my  apology  to  the  Honour- 
able and  Right  Rev.  Prelate  for  the  inadvertence;  whidi  I 
more  deeply  regret,  since  I  find  that  it  has  given  occasion, 
however  unjustly,  to  the  insinuations  which  it  has  been  the 
object  of  these  remarks  to  refute. 

I  will  only  express  a  hope,  in  conclusion,  that  whatever 
differences  in  judgment  may  arise  between  my  opponents  and 
myself,  on  fair  and  open  topics  of  discussion,  what  I  have 
now  stated  may  be  sufficient  to  prevent  an  unintentional  error 
being  made  the  occasion  of  serious  accusations; — an  error 
which  appeared  in  not  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  a  single  edi* 
tion  out  of  fourteen  of  my  work :  that  is,  in  not  more  than  a 
hundred  copies  out  of  fourteen  thousand; — an  error  wUch 
was  not  contained  in  any  of  the  copies  of  the  Defence  which 
appeared  in  the  public  prints,  or  in  other  similar  channels  of 
communication,  though  these  probably  amounted  to  not  fewer 
than  one  hundred  thousand; — an  error  which,  even  in  the 
few  copies  of  the  pamphlet  that  contained  it,  was  accompanied 
with  a  reference  to  the  papers  lying  at  Mr.  Hatohard's,  and 
thus  furnished  the  means  by  which  it  might  be  corrected; — an 
error  which  the  author  himself  repaired  me  instant  it  was  dis- 
covered, and  long  before  any  false  impression  could  be  made 
on  the  public  mind;  and  the  apology  for  which  was  inserted 
in  the  very  edition  where  it  occurred,  was  enlarged  to  an  al« 
most  wearisome  length  of  detail  within  the  space  of  six  or 
eight  days  after  the  publication,  and  has  been  circulated  in  aU 
Che  editions  since  published,  and  long  afler  any  possible  trace 
of  the  original  inaccuracy  can  be  supposed  to  remain. 
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Thb  "  Private  Thoughts  on  Religion''  of  the 
late  Rev.  Mr.  Adam^  of  Wintringham,  which 
ai*e  here  republished,  are  inestimable.  They  are 
the  produce  of  a  very  pious,  a  very  acute,  and  a 
very  honest  mind.  It  is  not  a  volume  which 
charms  by  the  force  and  purity  of  its  style,  by 
tbe  closeness  of  its  reasoning,  or  the  tenderness 
df  its  persuasion.  It  is  not  a  detail  of  evidences, 
nor  a  series  of  discourses.  It  was  not  even  de- 
signed for  publication ;  and  partakes,  therefore^ 
of  the  disadvantages  inseparable  from  merely 
private  papers.  The  language  is  plain,  and 
sometimes  coarse.  Tbe  topics  are  detached 
ftnd  unconnected.  Some  of  the  expressions  are 
Imef,  and  even  obscure,  and  others  strong  and 
unguarded.  But  with  all  these,  and  perhaps 
some  otha:  defects,  tbe  thoughts  are  so  acute 
and  penetrating ;  they  sfHring  from  such  a  ma* 
tore  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures^  tbqr 
open  the  recesses  of  tbe  human  heart  with  such 
skill  and  faithfiilness;  they  lift  up  so  boldly  the 
r^a  whioh  conceals  tbe  deformity  of  our  mor 
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lives;  and  the  whole  conception  of  Christianity 
which  they  exhibit^  is  so  just  and  so  compre- 
hensive^ as  to  render  them  a  roost  valuable  mo- 
nument of  practical  and  experimental  divinity. 
Such  a  writer  as  Mr.  Adam  takes  u6  out  of 
our  ordinary  track  of  reading  and  reflection, 
and  shows  us  ourselves.  He  scrutinizes  the 
whole  soul;  dissipates  the  false  glare  which  is 
apt  to  mislead  the  judgment;  exposes  theim-^ 
peifections  of  what  is  apparently  most  pure  and 
inviting;  and  thus  teaches  us  to  make  our  re- 
ligion .more  and  more  spiritual,  holy,  solid, 
practical,  humble,  sincere. 

!  His  observations  on  the  corruption  of  our 
nature  are  undoubtedly  most  humiliating,  and 
may  at  first  repel  even  some  pious  readers.  But 
when  his  style  and  manner  of  expression  on  this 
subject  are  become  familiar,  and  his  full  and 
elevated  idea  of  Christianity  as  the  remedy  of  it, 
is  apprehended,  this  momentary  dislike  will 
yield  to  admiration  and  love.  The  reader  will 
find  that  there  is  such  a  deep  knowledge  of 
scriptural  truth  in  these  remarks,  illustrations 
so  new  and  striking,  drawn  from  a  variety  of 
sources^  and  so  holy  a  tendency  in  every  part 
of  the  statement,  that,  he  will  peruse  it  again 
and  again  with  increased  advantage,  and  grow- 
ing conviction  and  esteem. 

The  characteristic  of  the  entire  volume  is 
depth  of   scriptural  and   experimental  '-know- 
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ledge.  It  requires^  therefore,  tlioaght  and 
time  ia  order  to  be  appreciated.  But  it  will 
amply  repay  both.  And  it  may  perhaps  be  af- 
firmed, that  there  is  no  work  of  modern  divinity 
which  is  more  likely,  under  God's  blessing,  to 
elevate  and  purify  the  standard  of  religious  sen- 
timent  in  those  who  study  it.  , 

It  is,  indeed,  objected  by  some  persons,  that 
to  aim  at  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity,  is  to  involve  oneself  in  a  maze 
of  controversy,  to  chill  the  best  affections  of 
the  heart,  and  to  check  the  progress  and' the 
consolations  of  the  humble  penitent.  It  is  ad* 
ded,  moreover,  that  the  blessed  Spirit  of  God  is 
the  only  effectual  teacher;  and  that  refinements 
and  metaphysical  inquiries  in  religion  tend  to 
quench  his  sacred  influences,  whilst  they  lead 
to  no  satisfactory  results. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  to  pursue 
theological  questions  in  the  manner  *Qf  the 
schools,  woul4  indeed  be  open  to  the  objection 
now  advanced.  But  this  is  ifor  from  thie  method 
of  Mr.  Adam  in  the  work  before  us.  Hfe  aims 
not  at  establishing  a  system,  or  defending  mi- 
nute and  doubtful  points  in  religion.  He 
plunges  into  no  controversies.  He  pretends  to 
no  discoveries.  He  makes  no  show  of  metaphy- 
sical acuteness.  The  deep  knowledge  .which  he 
recommends  is  that  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  well 
considered  in  all  their  parts;    weighed,   com- 
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pared,  examined,  reflected  on,  digested.  TUs 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Scripture  he  then 
applies  to  the  human  heart,  and  to  the  motives, 
spirit,  and  conduct  of  the  great  body  of  persons 
professing  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Gospel ; 
and  deduces  a  variety  of  remarks  from  this 
source,  solid,  practical,  and  many  of  them 
profound.  This  kind  of  knowledge,  therefore, 
is  so  &r  from  checking  the  flow  of  spiritual  con-  ' 
solation,  that  it  purifies  and  enlarges  it;  whilst 
the  Divine  Spirit,  who  is  indeed  the  only  effec- 
tual teacher,  but  who  ordinarily  works  by 
means,  increases  by  this  very  method  all  the 
strength,  and  activity,  and  influence  of  the 
Gospel,  and  prepares  the  mind  for  every  act  of 
penitence,  faith,  love,  and  joy. 

In  truth,  it  cannot  be  dissembled,  that  a 
chief  defect  of  modem  divinity,  and  modem 
preaching*  is  the  superficial  and  cursory  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  pursued.  Frequently  in 
stations  of  much  public  influence,  and  in  writ- 
ings which  are  fixing  the  taste  of  the  age,  it 
may  fairly  be  questioned,  whether  more  depth 
of  meditation,  more  of  a  spirit  of  devotion  and 
prayer,  more  acquaintance  with  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, more  reference  to  existing  evils  in  persons 
who  espouse  evangelical  sentiments,  more  use 
of  the  records  of  ecclesiastical  history  in  re^ 
solving  difficult  cases,  would  not  raise  the  toae 
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of  religion^  and  extend^  as  well  as  strengtheo^ 
the  foundations  of  real  pi^y. 

All  persons^  it  is  tnie^  cannot  make  equal 
atjtainniients.  A  variety  in  natural  endowments 
and  adi^mtages  for  early  study,  as  well  as  in 
the  pressure  of  immediate  duties^  will  produce 
impprtant  differences.  But  this  consideration 
should  heighten  our  esteem  for  such  a  writer  as 
«Ottr  author — gifted  for  this  particular  purpose ; 
with  a  mind  strong,  clear,  upright;  in  a  situ- 
ation to  make  and  preserve  his  observations, 
matured  by  a  long  course  ei  opportunities  for 
improvement;  and  whose  reflections  are  the 
more  valuable  as  they  were  penned  in  the  re- 
tirement of  his  closet,  without  any  view  to  pub- 
lication, and  are  therefore  free  from  the  ui^- 
vourable  bias  which  the  expectation  of  the 
jndgmeut  of  the  public  sometimes  communis 
eates. 

The  high  value  of  deep  religious  knowledge 
in  this  best  sense  of  the  expression,  is  incal- 
culable. It  qualifies  a  minister  of  rdigion  to 
speak  with  the  authority  becoming  his  office. 
It  enables  him  to  me^  the  infidel  fully  acquaint- 
ed with  his  subject,  and  with  the  evidences  of 
the  religion  which  he  preaches.  It  assists  him 
in  guiding  and  directing  his  people  in  the  course 
of  their  difficult  and  varied  duties  and  trials. 
It  g^ves  him  the  facility  of  discovering  plausible 
but  dangerous  innovations  in  doctrine  and 
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practice;  Jt  leaves  him  the  foil  use  and  adn 
vantage  of  each  scriptural  topic  which  he  has 
to  treat.  It  forms  his  manner  of  stating  and 
applying  truth  on  the  mpdel  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tqres^  which  are  thus  infused  into  all  his  prin- 
ciples and  habits. 

Especially,  a  deep  knowledge  of  religion 
qualifies  a  minister  for  making  continual  ad- 
vances in  personal  piety,  as  well  as  in  public 
usefulness.  He  who  has  a  partial  acquaintance 
with  truth,  is  prone  to  imagine  he  knows  every 
thing,  is  led  by  names  and  terms,  and  confines 
himself  to  a  circle  of  topics  which  lose  much 
of  their  elasticity  and  value  in  his  hands;  h^ 
reads  many  parts  of  his  Bible  with  an  interpre- 
tation not  collected  from  a  carefol  comparison 
of  its  several  statements,  but  composed  of 
his  own  opinions,  and  applied  violently  to  all 
subjects;  and  thus  makes  but  small  advances 
in  real  grace,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  But  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  truth  lays  a  foundation  of  humi- 
lity and  constant  growth  in  solid  godliness;  it 
raises  a  man  above  systen^d^?  and  names ;  it  ex- 
pands his  conceptions  of  Gnristianity;  it  allowa 
to  the  Scriptures  all  their  scope,  all  their  force, 
all  their  authority;  and  thus  his  instructions 
are  not  of  one  fixed  and  unimproved  character, 
but  continually  ripen  with  his  own  ripening 
piety,  fiuth,  and  love. 
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At  a  period  when^  by  the  mercy  and  grace 
of  God^  an  extensive  revival  of  pure  Christianity 
is  taking  place^  it  is  more  than  ever  important 
that  a  solid  and  adequate  knowledge  of  Chris* 
tian  truth  should  be  cultivated,  For^  in  pro* 
portion  as  religion  is  more  widely  spread^  the 
corruption  of  man  will  mingle  with  it  in  various 
wajTS;  and  nothing  can  so  directly  tend  to  cor- 
rect errors  as  they  arise^  as  a  full  and  really  . 
scriptural  knowledge  of  religion — truth  accom- 
panied with  all  the  attributes  and  guards,  with 
all  the  consequences  and  uses,  with  all  the 
bearings  and  proportions  which  surround  it  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  No  part  of  the  Bible  is 
superfluous.  Every  thing  is  stated  there  in  the 
best  possible  manner,  and  for  the  very  purpose 
of  being  employed  by  the  ministers  of  religion. 
To  strip  the  truths  of  Christianity  of  these  ne- 
cessary defences,  to  divest  them  of  their  proper 
ornaments,  to  expose  them  naked  and  unpro- 
tected to  the  vain  fancies  and  abuses  of  man,  is 
to  preach  another  Gospel.  Such  a  doctrine  is 
truth  no  longer.  And  it  may  accordingly  be 
observed,  that  in  all  the  revivals  of  religion  in 
the  past  ages  of  the  church,  the  chief  scandals 
and  impediments  that  have  arisen,  have  mani- 
festly sprung  from  defective  knowledge  of 
Scripture,  united  with  the  presumption  which 
too  commonly  attends  it. 

But  general  observations  like  these  have  less 
weight.     Let  an  example  be  taken.    The  ira- 
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portance  of  a  clear  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
religion  cannot  be  better  exempUfied  l^an  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  fall  and  corruption  of  our 
nature;  a  fundamental  truth;  and  the  one  on 
.which  our  author  in  his  "  Thoughts'*  dwells,  with 
perhaps  the  greatest  force.  This  doctrine  in- 
cludes a  variety  of  weighty,  and  humiliating, 
and  deeply  practical  points;  man*s  alienation  of 
heart  from  God;  his  impoteQcy  to  every  thing 
spiritually  good;  his  extreme  propensity  to  what 
is  external  and  sensual;  the  ruin  of  his  moral 
nature;  in  a  word,  his  guilty^  helpless^  and  lost 
condition. 

Now  the  student  who  is  acquiring  from  his 
Bible  a  competent  and  adequate  knowledge  of 
this  great  subject,  will  gradually  feel  the  ground 
on  which  he  stands  with  respect  to  every  thing 
connected  with  it.  He  will  see,  without  sur- 
prise, the  opposite  and  apparently  contradictory 
truths  which  are  stated  in  the  Sacred  Volume, 
and  stated  as  frequently  and  fully  as  those 
which  declare  man*s  lost  estate;  his  account- 
ableness  before  Almighty  God,  the  force  of  con- 
science, the  duty  of  repentance,  faith,  and  love ; 
the  guilt  which  the  sinner  incurs  by  neglect  and 
disobedience  to  the  exhortations  and  commands 
addressed  to  him  in  the  Gospel.  Difficult  as 
these  truths  may  appear,  he  will  perceive  them 
to  be  most  unequivocally  stated  in  the  BibK 
and  will  therefore  never  make  such  representa- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*^  PRIVATB  THouofim  ON  rbligion/*      "947 

tions  of  the  doctrine  of  the  fall  as  may  impeach 
their  genuine  and  full  force. 

He  will  further  discover  the  chief  errors 
whieh^  in  different  periods  of  the  church,  have 
arisen  as  to  the  doctrine  of  the  fell;  the  tendency  • 
of  man  to  weaken  or  abuse  the  scriptural  state- 
ments of  it;  to  reduce  it,  on  the  one  hand,  to  a 
toint^  an  infirmity,  an  effect  of  bad  education 
chiefly,  or  bad  example;  thus  fostering  the  pride 
and  sensuality  of  man,  and  inflating  him  with 
a  fatal  presumption  on  his  own  powers :  on  the 
other  hand,  to  overstate  this  moral  disorder,  so 
as  to  deny  or  invalidate  the  truths  just  referred 
to,  which  spring  from  his  rational  and  moral 
nature^  and  responsibility  before  God. 

The  connexion  of  the  corruption  of  man  with 
the  entire  plan  of  revelation,  the  mystery  of  re- 
demption arising  out  of  it,  salvation  by  the 
grace  of  God,  justification  by  faith  only  in  the 
merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  regeneration 
and  progressive  sanctifioation  by  the  influences 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  sacred  persons  in  the 
blessed  Trinity,  and  their  gracious  offices  in  the 
scheme  of  redemption,  a  disposition  to  every 
duty  springing  from  the  motives  of  love  and 
gratitude  to  God  for  his  unspeakable  benefits — 
all  this  will  burst  on  the  mind  of  the  student  of 
the  Bible,  in  proportion  as  he  attains  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  subject.  So  that  he  will  per- 
ceive the  coi'ruption  of  man  to  be  a  principle  of 
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Christianity^  a  characteristic  which  distinguishes 
it  from  any  other  system^  and  pervades  every 
part  of  its  own — ^without  which  all  is;dark^  un- 
intelligible, contradictory;  with  which  all  is 
.  consistent,  holy;  efficacious,  divine. 

The  difficulties  which  rest  on  this  peculiar 
doctrine  will  not  merely  not  escape  him,  but 
mil  be  familiar  to  his  mind  by  repeated  exami- 
nation of  the  Bible.    The  entrance  of  moral 
evil ;  the  temptation  of  our  first  parents ;  the 
transmission  of  original  corruption;  the  affect- 
ing state  of  mankind'  as  lost;  wiH  give  rise  to 
numerous  difficulties,  which  he  will  silence  by 
the  consciousness  of  his  own  guilt  and  ignor 
ranee,  and  by  the  consideration  that  the  Bible 
is  contented  with  stating  the  fact  of  our  uni- 
versal degeneracy,  without  a  single  hint  upoa 
the  causes  which  might  determine  the  diVine 
mind    to  permit  it.     Here  then   he  will  not 
only  stop,  but  stop  with  a  thorough  undei-stand^ 
ing  of  the  province  and  the  limits  of  human  in- 
quiry.  He  will  perceive,  that  the  comprehension 
of  a  divine  scheme,  like  that  of  Christianity^ 
may  well  contain  parts  which  surpass  the  reason 
of  man;   and  that  submission  to  this  state  of 
things,  is,  in  fact,  a  test  of  his  obedience  and  hu- 
mility, of  constant  force  and  perpetual  obligatioq. 
In  the  mean  time,  our  student  will  conti- 
nually advance  in  a  knowledge  of  the  senti- 
ments and  feelings  which  in  the  Scriptureis  al- 
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waiyis  aecompany  the  declarations  relating  to 
oiir  fallen  state.  The  doctrine  is  there  stated, 
not  abstractedly  in  a  single  instance,  ,but  ^to 
promote  self-humiliation;  as  the  aggravation 
of  man's  sin;  as  the  confession  of  the  contrite 
heart;  as  a  motive  to  gratitude  for  redemption* 
and  grace;  as  a  reason  for  prayer,  watchful- 
ness, and  dependance  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  In 
proportion,  therefore,  as  he  studies  the  doctrine 
in  this  prJEictical  view,  will  the  uses  and  ends  of 
it  appear  to  him  worthy  of  the  divine  Teacher, 
and  essential  to  the  production  of  all  the  most 
obvious  and  important  designs  of  Christianity. 

But  the'field  of  observation  which  will  stretch 
the  widest  before  him,  is  the  application  of  this 
general  doctrine  to  his  own  heart  and  character. 
He  will  less  concern  himself,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  the  effect  of  it  in  others;  he  will  have 
enough  to  do  to  trace  it  in  himself;  to  discover 
its  windings,  its  hidden  course,  its  tendencies,  its 
operations.  And  he  will  be  most  anxious  to  fol- 
low out  this  investigation  in  all  its  branches, 
arid  especially^  in  its  effects  on  his  religious  sen- 
timents and  habits,  where  it  is  most  latent,  and, 
therefore,  most  dangerous.  A  life  is  too  shoit 
for  such  a  study.  All  the  integrity,  all  the  self- 
examination,  all  the  repeated  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  united  with  fervent  prayer  to  the 
supreme  Teacher  and  Author  of  all  illumination, 
wiU  only  suffice  to  detect  the  sophistry  of  this 
3 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


969  INTRODUCTOlfy  BflSAY  T& 

subtle  evil,  and  oonrect  and  dmimsb  the  btaJt 
consequences  which  it  produces.  It  is  in  the 
light  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  in  the  school  ci 
personal  piety,  where  all  is  applied  as  it  is  dis- 
covered, and  is  traced  .in  ourselves  before  it  ia 
observed  in  others^  that  this  humiliating  truth 
is  best  learned. 

Thus  disciplined^  the  Christian  student  will 
perceive  more  and  more,  that  every  thing  tends 
to  confirm  the  statements  of  the  divine  Scrip* 
tures;  all  the  history  of  mankind;  all  die 
events  of  the  church;  whatever  has  occurred 
or  is  occurring  in  our  own  country ;  the  passing 
scenes  of  every  family,  every  neighbourhood; 
all,  all  proclaim  the  apostacy  of  man  from  his 
Maker. 

But  enough  of  this  detail.  SufGk)e  it  to  say^ 
that  this  is  the  sort  of  way-^though  most  inade- 
quately given  in  the  above  remarks~4n  which 
a  student  may  be  gradually  led  to  a  more  full 
and  mature  knowledge  of  Christianity,  in  oppo- 
sition to  hasty,  partial,  inaccurate  notions, 
seized  at  random,  espoused  in  a  spirit  of  obsti- 
nacy, and  defended  before  they  are  underBtood. 
Similar  illustrations  might  be  given  from  any 
other  great  truths  of  Christianity.  In  propor- 
tion as  such  a  kind  of  knowledge  is  attained, 
the  nunister  comes  forth  as  a  workman  wkick 
needah  not  to  be  ashamed^  righily  dividing  th$ 
word  of  truth. 
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Such  a  imtB  was  the  Author  of  the  ibUowiiig^ 
''  Thohghts.*'  He  Was  deeply  yarded  in  all  the 
great  tenets  of  religion ;  he  brought  to  the  con^ 
sider&tion  of  those  tenets  a  strong,  masculine 
understanding;  a  piety  deep  and  fNractical;  and 
ati  integrity  beyond  suspicion. 

It  is  on  the  increase  of  a  similar  spirit  of 
sound  religious  inquiry,  that  much  will  depend 
in  the  present  day.  A  superficial  knowledge  of 
ifel^on  may  last  for  a  time ;  but  it  soon  be* 
tragrs  its  barrenness,  and  its  insufficiency*  It 
wlivers  or  turns  aside  at  the  first  wind  of  doc-* 
trine  which  may  arise,  and  fitils  of  fulfilling 
many  of  the  highest  ends  of  Christianity.  If 
we  would  have  t)ersonal  and  family  piety  widely 
fldurish,  it  must  rest  on  our  adequate  acquaint* 
aiick  with  these  principles,  which  alone  are  ca- 
pable of  producing  them.  The  wisdom  of  God 
hds  adapted  the  Chiistian  revelation  to  the  pr^ 
ckA  wsmis  of  fttllen  man.  If  that  revelation  be 
ikot  adequately  knoitrni  it  cannot  produce  its 
du6  effects;  and  it  can  only  be  known  by  being 
hudibly  and  diligently  studied  in  all  its  parts, 
tader  the  tetehiag  of  the  blessed  Spirit  of  God« 

Sanetification  is  nnifiirmly  carried  on  by 
thtit  divine  Cdmlbrter,  by  means  of  the  truth. 
Hb  who  applies  the  redemption  of  the  Son  of 
God  t6  the  hearts  of  men,  has  already  revealed 
in  his  word  all  that  be  will  imploy  for  that  pur« 
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pose.  To  study,  then,  tbe  Bible  fully,  is  to  lay 
up  the  materials  of  fiodtb,  holiness,  and  joy;  it 
is  to  employ  the  words  which  tbe  divine  Spirit 
inspired,  in  obtaining  that  salvation  which  the 
same  Spirit  communicates.  What  we  want  in  the 
present  day,  is  knowledge  full  and  adequate  in 
tbe  mysteries  of  redemption;  that  so  tbe  Holy 
Spirit  blessing  those  means  of  sanctification, 
we  may  be  fruitful  in  every  good  work,  and 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  our  Saviour  and  our  God. 
Thus  may  we  reasonably  hope  for  a  more  exten- 
sive revival  of  primitive  piety.  Thus  will  the 
ministers  of  religion  use,  in  a  larger  measure, 
sound  speech  which  cannot  be  condemned.  Thus 
will  tbe  consciences  of  men  be  brought  over  to 
the  side  of  truth.  Thus  will  new  converts  be 
every  where  cuided  to  the  Lord  from  the  worldly 
and  profane.  Thus  will  the  alarmed  mind  of 
the  penitent  be  filled  with  peace  by  faith  in  the 
sacrifice  of  our  Lord.  .  Thus  will  a  holy,  wise, 
and  conscientious  walk  follow  the  profession  of 
the  Gospel.  Thus  will  holy  tempers,  and  a 
sweet,  teachable,  docile  spirit  appear.  Thus 
will' the  happiness  of  individuals,  of  fiimilies,  of 
neighbourhoods,  of  parishes,  of  churches,  be 
multiplied.  Thus  will  evils  and  scandals  be 
discouraged  as  soon  as  they  arise.  Thus  will 
our  great,  public  institutions  be  directed  with 
new  prudence,   and    animated  with  new  life 
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and  vigour  in  their  sacred  enterprises:  till  a 
larger  and  larger  measure  of  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  being  granted  to  united  prayers,  the 
time  shall  come  when  the  fulness  of  the  Gen" 
tiles  shall  come  in,  when  all  Israel  shall  be  saved, 
and  the  stupendous  designs  of  redemption  be 
ultimately  and  perfectly  accomplished. 

D.  W. 


Londm^  July,  1823. 
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PRACTICAL  ADDRESS 


ON  TBI 


SACRAMENT   OF    THE    LOBD^S   SU?PEB, 

My  object  in  the  following  Address  is  to  en- 
deavour to  explain  to  the  sincere  and  humble 
Christian  what  I  conceive  is  necessary  to  be 
known  in  order  to  his  receiving^  in  a  suitable 
manner^  the  holy  communion  of  the  body  ^nd 
blood  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ- 

In  order  to  this  I  will  consider  the  following 
partic^lars: 

I.  Tuis  Institution  of  this  Sacrambnt* 

II.  The  Design  op  it. 

III.  Th£   Qualifications    of   those    who 

RECEIVE   it  aright. 

rV.  The  Benefits  to  be  derived  from  it, 
V.  The  Objections  which  are  sometimes 
raised  concerning  it. 

VL  The   Obligations   we   are   under  to 

REGULARLY   PARTAKE   OP  IT. 

A  a3 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE .  INSTITUTION  OF  THB   L0RD*8  8UPPBR. 

A  Sacrambnt  is  an  outward  and  visible 
sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace,  ordained 
by  Christ  himself,  as  a  means  of  i-ecdving  that 
grace,  and  a  pledge  to  assure  us  of  it.  In  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  the  outward 
sign  is  bread  and  wine;  the  invisible  grace  is 
a  participation  by  faith  of  the  benefits  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ,  to  the  strengthen- 
ing and  refreshing  of  the  soul,  and  the  pre- 
serving of  it  to  everlasting  life.  It  was  insti- 
tuted by  our  blessed  Lord  the  very  same  night 
in  which  he  was  betrayed.  The  Holy  Scriptures 
inform  us,  that,  as  our  Saviour  was  eating  the 
last  Paschal  Supper  with  his  disciples.  He  took 
bread  and  gave  thanks^  and  blessed  it,  and  gave 
it  to  his  disciples,  and  said,  Take,  eat;  this  is 
my  body  which  is  given  for  you:  this  do  in 
remembrance  of  me.  And  after  supper  he  took 
the  cup,  and  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them, 
saying.  Drink  ye  all  of  it:  for  thi^  is  the  New 
Testament  in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for  you 
and  for  many  for  the  remission  of  sins'. 

I  Matt.  xxvi.  Luke,  xxii. 
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Our  Lord  appointed  bread  and  wine,  which 
are  the  most  nutritions  parts  of  our  ordinaiy 
food,  to  represent  his  body  and  blood,  in  order 
to  show  that  bis  merits  and  death  are  as  need* 
ful  for  the  life  of  the  soul,  as  bread  and  wine 
are  for  the  life  of  the  body.  He  commanded 
this  bread  to  be  broken,  and  this  wine  to  be 
poured  out^  to  set  forth  the  sufferings  he  was 
about  to  endure  in  his  agony  and  crucifixion, 
when  he  was  poured  out  like  water ^  when  all  his 
bones  were  out  of  joint,  and  his  heart  in  the 
midst  of  his  body  was  even  like  .melting  wax^. 
The  eating  of  this  bread  and  the  drinking  of 
this  wine  were  intended  to  represent  our  spiri- 
tual feeding  by  Mth  upon  the  merits  and  death 
of  Christ,  and  our  applying  of  them  to  our 
own  comfort  and  salvation.  And  the  commu- 
nion of  Christians  in  this  Sacrament  was  to 
testify  their  love  to  each  other,  and  their  public 
profession  of  faith  in  their  Saviour's  death. 

This  institution  is  called  by  various  names. 
It  is  very .  usually  styled  The  Sacrament,  the 
ori^nal  meaning  of  which  word  is,  an  oath ; 
because  the  military  oath  which  the  Roman 
goldier  took,  when  he  swore  fidelity  to  his  ge- 
neral, was  termed  sacramentum  mUUare,  a 
military  sacrament.  And  this  name  is  very 
appropriate;  for  in  this  ordinance,  as  well  as 

•  Psal.  xxii.  U. 
AA  4 
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in  Baptism^  we  are  solemnly  pkdged  not  to 
be  ashamed  of  the  faith  of  Christ  crucified^ 
hut  manfully  to  fight  under  his  banner  against 
the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil;  and  to  conF- 
tinue  Christ s  faithful  soldiers  and  servants  unto 
our  lives^  end.  And  our  Saviour  has  solemnly 
declared,  in  the  words  of  prophecy.  Unto  me 
every  knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear  K 

It  is  spoken  of  as  The  Communion,  The  cup 
of  blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the  commu^ 
nion  of  the  blood  of  Christ?  The  bread  which 
we  break,  is  it  not  the  commumon  of  the  body 
of  Christ*?  because  we  therein  have  commu- 
nion and  fellowship  with  Christ  our  exalted 
head,  and  with  all  the  church,  as  the  members 
of  his  mystical  body. 

It  is  farther  described  as  a  Feast.  Christ 
our  Passover  is  saaificed  for  us,  ther^vre  let 
us  keep  the  feasts  for  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ  are  like  the  richest  banquet  to  the  faith- 
ful Christian. 

It  is  named  also  The  Eucharist,  froim  a 
Greek  word  signifying  thank^ving;  because 
Christ,  when  he  took  the  bread,  gave  thanks; 
and  because  therein  we  eminently  offer  the 
sacrifice  cf  pnme  to  God  continually,  that  is, 

^  Isaiah,  xliv.  23.  *  1  Cor.  v.  7. 

*  1  Cor.  X.  16. 
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the  fruit  of  our  lips^    giving    thanks  to    his 
name^. 

The  Apostle  Paul  calls  it,  lastly,  The  Lord^s 
Table,  The  Lords  Supper  ^•  because  it  was  in- 
stituted by  him  as  the  Lord  and  Saviour  of  the 
Church,  and  because  he  sends  the  invitation, 
makes  the  provision,  gives  the  blessing,  and 
vouchsafes  to  sit  down,  as  it  were,  himself  as 
the  master  of  the  entertainment,  that  be  may 
sup  with  us,  and  we  with  him  ^. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE    DESIGN   OF  THIS   SACRAMENT. 

1.  //  is  intended  to  be  a  standing  memorial 
of  the  blessed  Redeemer  amongst  his  disciples. 
Do  this,  said  our  Lord,  in  remembrance  of 
me.  This  ordinance  is  designed  to  remind  us 
of  his  love,  his  promises,  his  grace,  his  suffer- 
ings, his  redemption.  While  he  is  absent  from 
us,  as  to  his  bodily  presence,  this  sacred  supper 
serves  to  keep  him  ever  present  in  our  memories 
and  our  hearts.  A  thankful,  obedient,  afiec- 
tionate   remembrance  of  our  Saviour,   as  our 

*  Heb.  xiii.  15.  «  Rev.lii.SO. 

y  I  Cor.  X.  21.  xi.  20. 
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Mend,  and  master,  and  Lord,  is  one  principal 
end  of  the  Institution  we  are  considering. 

2.  It  is  instituted  to  be  a  visible  and  affect^ 
ing  representation  of  the  sufferings  of  our  di- 
vine Saviour.  This  is  my  body,  said  our  Lord, 
which  is  GIVEN  for  you.  This  is  the  New  Testa- 
ment  in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for  you  and 

for  many.  The  bread  broken,  and  the  wine 
poured  out,  are  most  lively  emblems  of  the 
body  of  our  Redeemer  bruised  and  put  to  grief 
by  his  heavenly  Father,  and  of  his  blood  which 
was  shed  before  the  bar  of  Pilate,  in  the  garden 
of  Gethsemane,  and  on  the  cross.  The  Sacra- 
ment was  intended  to  present  before  our  minds 
all  the  woe,  and  sorrow,  and  anguish,  of  the 
Son  of  God;  to  recall  to  our  memories  the 
scourge,  the  spear,  the  nails,  the  crown  of 
thorns;  to  impress  deeply  on  our  hearts  every 
part  of  the  unutterable  scene. 

3.  It  is  meant  to  be  a  perpetual  testimony 
to  the  merits^  atonement^  and  satisfaction  of 
Christ^  This  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  is  shed  for  many,  for  the  remission 
OF  SINS,  are  the  words  of  our  Lord.  Christ  our 
passover  is  sacrificed  ybr  us,  therefore  let  us 
heep  the  feast,  says  St.  Paul.  The  Sacrament 
does  eminent  honour  to  this  fundamental  doc- 
trine of  Christianity.  It  sets  forth  the  Lord^s 
death;  it  bears  witness  to  the  Lamb  of  God 
who  was  slain  to  take  away  the  sins  of  the 
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world.  The  very  circumstance  of  a  solemn 
institution  being  appointed  to  commemorate— 
not  the  birth,  not  the  resurrection^  not  the  in- 
tercession—  but  the  death  and  sufferings  of 
Jesus  Christ  (connected  with  the  numerous 
passages  of  Scripture  which  speak  of  the  vicari- 
ous nature  of  those  sufferings),  is  such  a  strong 
and  palpable  testimony  to  the  proper  atonement 
and  satisfaction  of  Christ,  that  while  this  Sacra- 
ment continues  in  the  church,  no  sophistry  of 
the  infidel  or  heretic  will  be  able  to  weaken  the 
faith  of  humble  Christians  in  that  essential 
article  of  our  religion.  The  Lord's  Supper  is  a 
feast  upon  a  sacrifice. 

4.  It  is  instituted  to  afford  us  the  most  im- 
portant instruction  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  merits  and  atonement  of  Christ  are  applied 
to  our  own  benefit.     Take,   eat;    this  is  my 
body.    Drink  ye  all  of  this,  was  the  command 
of  Christ.    As  the  bread  and  wine  represent 
the  body  and  blood  of  our  Saviour,    so  the 
eating    and    drinking   these    elements  are   to 
point  out  that  act  of  faith  by  which  we  apply  to 
our  own  benefit  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ.    In 
the  sixth  chapter  of  St.  John,  true  faith  in 
Christ  is  repeatedly  described    as  eating   the 
flesh  and  drinking  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  Man. 
And  surely  no  image  can  be  more  appropriate: 
for,  as  the  most  nutritious  food  can  be  of  no 
service  to  our  natural  bodies,  unless  we  actually 
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receive  and  eat  it;  so  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christy  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice  for  sin^  can  be 
of  no  saving  benefit  to  us  personally,  unless  we 
apply  the  blessings  purchased  by  them  to  our- 
selves, receive  them  into  our  hearts  by  id\th, 
and  thusy  as  it  were,  feed  on  the  body  and 
blood  of  Christy  for  the  life  and  nourishment  of 
our  souls. 

5.  It  is  designed  to  be  a  seal  of  the  cove- 
nant  of  grace.  This  cup  is  the  new  testambnt 
(or  covenant)  in  my  blood,  said  our  Saviour; 
this  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Testament.  As 
circumcision  under  the  law  was  a  seal  ^  the 
righteousness  of  faith  ^y  so  are  the  Sacraments 
of  Baptism  and  the  Liord^s  Supper  under  the 
gospel.  They  are  seals  on  God*s  part  and  on 
man's  part. 

On  the  part  of  God  the  Lord's  Supper  is 
an  appointed  token  and  pledge  of  the  pardon 
of  sin^  justification^  and  eveiy  spiritual  bless- 
ing; as  well  as  a  means  of  conveying  those  bless- 
ings to  the  heart.  It  gives^  as  it  were,  a  sen- 
able  evidence  and  assurance  of  the  divine 
favour;  it  confirms  and  ratifies  all  the  promises 
of  the  Gospel,  conveys  the  right  to  them^  and 
brings  the  sincere  Christian  into  the  actual  pos- 
session and  enjoyment  of  them. 

It  is  likewise  a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace 

>  Rom.iv.  11. 
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on  man^s  party  as  an  instituted  mark  and 
pledge  of  oar  solemn  and  deliberate  acceptance 
of  that  covenant.  We  set  to  our  seal  that  God 
is  true;  we  profess  a  wish  to  share  all  the 
Mercies  of  the  Gospel^  and  to  perform  all  its 
duties.  Like  the  spiritual  converts  in  the  pro- 
fliet,  we  there  say,  IVe  are  the  Lord^s ;  we  call 
ijurselves  hy  the  name  o^  Jacob,  we  subserve 
with  our  hands  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname 
ourselves  by  the  name  cf  israd^. 

6.  It  is  intended  to  be  a  solemn  act  (^  thanks- 
giving for  the  Redeemer's   victory    over    our 
spiritucd  enemies.    It  is  oar  Eucharist,  our  fes- 
tival of  praise  and  triumph.    The  Ptosover,  to 
which  it  succeeds,  was  a  feast  in  grateful 
COMMEMORATION  of  the  redemption  of  the  cUl- 
dren  of  Isrsfel  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt.    The 
Lord*s  Supper  is  a  thanksgiving  for  our  spiri- 
tual redemption  from  the  slavery  of  «in ;  it  is  a 
feast  in  memory  of  the  triumphs  of  Ohrist.   We 
are  there  called  to  a  sacrifice  of  praise  fot*  the 
victory  which  our  Lord  has  obtained  over  all 
our  enemies,  and  for  the  high  powers  with  which 
be  is  in  consequence  invested;    we  celebrate 
his  grace,  as  having  spoiled  prindpalifies  and 
/powers,  and   made    a    show    of  them    openly, 
triumphing  over  them  on  the  cross  K    One  de- 
»sign  of  this  sacrament  is,  that  we  should  sur- 

*  Istti.  xWi.  5.  3  Col.  ii.  15. 
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round  his  table  with  joyful  hearts,  and  exult 
with  grateful  thanksgivings  in  God  our  Saviour. 

7.  It  is  intended  to  be  a  distinguishing  mark 
of  OUT  Christian  profession.  The  Apostle  teaches 
U9\that,  as  often  as  we  eat  this  bread  and  drink 
t\ts  cup,  we  do  show  the  Lord^s  death  till  he 
come^.  The  Sacrament  is  a  solemn  declaration 
of  our  alliance  to  Christ.  We  thereby  pub- 
lish and  proclaim  to  all  around^  that  we  belong 
to  him.  Wherever  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  professed,  the  continual  showing  forth  of  his 
death  in  this  Sacrament  is  the  badge  of  the 
profession.  No  one,  properly  speaking,  con- 
tinues a  member,  even  of  the  visible  body  of 
Christ,  who  does  not  habitually  join  in  cele- 
brating this  holy-  mystery,  which  for  eighteen 
hundred  years  has  been  the  distinguishing  mark 
and  bond  of  the  Christian  Church. 

8.  It  is  meant  to  be  a  token  of  Christian 
unity  and  love.  The  cup  of  blessing  which  we 
bless,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  blood  of 
Christ?  saith  the  Apostie.  The  bread  which 
we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body  of 
Christ?  For  we  being  many  are  one  brecul  and 
ONE  body ;  for  we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one 
bread  ^.  In  this  Sacrament  we  profess  our  love 
to  all  the  members  of  the  church,  we  engage 
ourselves  to  mutual  forgiveness  and  charity,  we 

4  1  Cor.  xi.  26.  s  1  Cor.  x.  16,  17. 
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bind  each  other  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace.    We  practically  observe 
the  new  commandment,  to  love  one  another;  by 
which  all  men  are  to  know  that  we  are  Christ's 
disciples.    Especially  do  we  pledge  ourselves  to 
cultivate  the  peace  and  seek  the  welfare  of  that 
part  of   the  pure  and  apostolical  Church  of 
Christ  to  which  we  belong.    This  duty  of  unity 
and  love  is  one  of  no  small  moment,  as  it  form* 
ed  a  part  of  the  last  intercessory  prayer  of  our 
Lord,  that  his  disciples  might  all  be  one^  as 
thou^  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee^  that  they 
may  he  one  in  us :   that  the  world  may  believe 
that  thou  hast  sent  me  ^. 

9.  It  is  designed  to  assure  us  of  the  continued 
protection  and  mercy  of  Christ  to  the  Church 
till  -he  come  to  judgment.     Ye  do  show  forth  the 
Lords  death  till  he  come,  saith  the  Apostle ; 
inaplying  that  this  sacrament  would  afford  the 
servants  of  Christy  however  at  times  aflUcted 
and  despised,  an  assurance  of  his  present  help 
and  guidance  until  he  should  come  again  to  \ 
receive  them  to  himself,   that,   where  he  was, 
there  they  might  be  also.    Their  life  is  now  hid 
with  Christ  in  God;  but  their  Saviour  has  left 
them  a  Sacrament  to  be  ever  preserved  in  the 
Church,  as  a  pledge  of  his  second  coming ;  as  a 
means  of  strengthening  their  fiuth  in  his  power, 

i  John,  xvii.  21. 
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&]thfoliiefis,  and  love^^dniiog  thdr  militant 
state ;  as  an  ordinance  to  remind  them  of  that 
hope  which  is  laid  up  for  them  in  heaven;  a 
pledge  of  that  crown  of  glory  which  awaits  all 
who  lave  bU  appearing. 

10.  h  is  intended  to  he  a  foretaste  of  the 
happiness  and  joy  of  heaven.  Wheii  onr  Lord 
liad  instituted  the  Sacrament,  he  added.  But 
I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of 
ihis  fruit  of  the  vine^  until  that  day  when  I 
drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  father's  king- 
dom ^ ;  which  teaches  us,  that  in  the  realms  of 
heavenly  gloiy  we  shall  receive  that  perfect  con- 
summation of  bliss,  of  which  this  sacramental 
feast  is  the  earnest.  The  communion  of  saints 
in  this  world  is  a  preparation  for  the  same  com- 
munion in  a  future  and  better  one.  We  in  some 
measure  anticipate  at  the  Supper  of  our  Saviour, 
the  adoration,  the  unity,  and  the  joys  of  hea- 
ven, in  the  object  of  our  worship,  in  our  sense 
of  obligation  to  divine  mercy,  and  our  love  to 
each  other.  And  we  are  to  regard  our  sacra- 
ments as  representationjs  and  foretastes  of  that 
heavenly  Supper  of  the  Lamb',  which  is  re- 
served for  the  blessed  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  29.  i  Rev,  xix.  9. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

*  THB   QUALIPICATIONft  OF  THOSB  WHO  RBCBIVB 
THB   L0RD*8  SUPPBR  ARIGHT. 

This  is  a  most  important  part  of  the  subject. 
May  God  by  his  blessed  Spirit  assist  us  in  con- 
sidering it ! 

1.  We  must  have  an  adequate  knowledge  of 
the  nature  and  design  of  this  holy  Communion. 
The  Apostle  speaks  of  those  who  do  not  discern 
the  Lord's  hody^  and  declares  that  they  eat  and 
drink  unuQprthily.  It  is  necessaiy  then  for  us  to 
consider  the  subject  of  the  Lord's  Supper  se- 
riously^ to  read  with  attention  the  parts  of 
Scripture  where  it  is  spoken  of^  or  referi*ed  to  \ 
and  to  reflect  frequently  on  the  end  and  design 
pf  the  institution ;  so  that  we  may  have  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  solemn  act  in  which  we 
lure  to  be  engaged,  and  may  offer  unto  God  a 
reasonable  service.  An  ignorant  communicant 
mast  be  an  unfit  one. 

2.  There  must  be  a  genuine  and  unaffected 
humiliation  before  God  on  account  of  sin.  We 
.must  look  to  Him  whom  we  have  pierced,  and 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  26— so.  Mark,  xiv.  22^36.  Luke,  xxii. 
15—90.  John,  vi.  S2-*58.  Acte,  ii.  46 ;  xx.  7.  1  Cor.  x. 
16—18;  xi.  17—34. 
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mourn  as  one  moumethjbr  his  only  son,  and  be  in 
bitterness  as  one  that  is  in  bitterness  for  hisjirsl^ 
bom^.  The  foundation  of  all  reli^on  is  deep 
conviction  of  sin.  Till  we  see  our  own  charac- 
ter, guilt,  misery,  unworthiness,  and  danger, 
we  never  can  deeply  value  the  sacrament  which 
seals  pur  redemption.  We  must  pray  then  that 
our  language  and  feelings  may  resemble  those  of 
the  ancient  penitents.  We  must  confess  with 
Abraham  that  we  are  but  dust  and  ashes  \  and 
with  Jacob,  that  we  are  not  worthy  of  the  least 
o/*  all  the  mercies  and  all  the  truth  which  Ood 
has  showed  us\  We  must  endeavour  to  use 
with  due  feeling  the  words  of  Job,  Behold,  lam 
vile,  what  shaU  I  answer  thee  ?  I  will  lay  mine 
hand  upon  my  mouth — /  have  heard  of  thee  by 
the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye  seeth 
thee ;  wherefore  I  abhor  myself  and  repent  in 
dust  and  ashes  ^.  We  must  imitate  the  humility 
of  the  holy  prophet  Isaiah,  fFoe  is  me,  for  I  am 
undone,  because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and 
J  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips ; 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord  of 
Hosts\  The  example  also  of  Ephraim,  or  the 
church  of  Israel,  when  penitent,  should  be 
adopted  by  us,  /  have  surely  heard  Ephraim 
bemoaning  himself  thus,  Thou  hast  chastised  me, 

«  Zechariah,  xii.  10.  ^  Job,  xl.  4;  xlit.  5, 6. 

3  Gen.  xviii.  12.  ^  Isaiahy  vl.  5. 

4  Gen.  xxxii.  10. 
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and  I  wM  choMsedy  as  a  huttoch  una^imriamed 
to  the  yoke ;  turn  thou  me^  and  I  shall  he  tumedi 
fat  thou  art  the  Lard  my  Ood.  8urdy  aJUt  that 
I  iiDM  turned,  I  repented;  and  qfier  that  I  wOe 
inHruited,  I  smote  upon  my  thigh;  I  was  ashariseif 
ysa^  even  confounded,  because  I  did  hear  the  re^ 
proaoh  of  my  youths  The  book  of  Psaluis  ky 
iKnrever,  more  especially  Bulted  for  this  purports  t 
the  88th^  5l8t»  77tb,  190tb^  and  many  others^ 
are  the  peikitential  coufiessioiis  of  a  contrite  hcarti 
In  the  New  Testament^  also^  many  expresiioiMi 
of  true  humiliation  may  be  foand«  As  that  of 
the  Centtirion :  Lord,  1  am  not  tsoHhy  that  thorn 
shauldest  come  under  my  roof^.  Of  the  peni' 
tent  Pi-odigal :  ludll  arise  and  go  to  my  father^ 
and  uHU  say  unto  him,  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  mare 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  sonK  Of  the  PobUciait 
If  ho  stood  of ar  qffl  and  would  not  lifi  up  so  much 
as  his  eyes  to  heaven,  but  smote  upon  his  breast^ 
saving,  Ood  be  mere^l  to  me  a  sinner  \  And  of 
St.  FiBinl,  the  holy  Apostle :  /  am  the  least  of  the 
Apostles,  that  am  not  meet  to  be  ciaUsd  an 
Apostle,  because  t  persecuted  ths  Church  of 
Oadr-^f  whom  (sinners)  I  am  chief:  bowbdt 
far  this  cause  I  obtained  mercy,  that  til  mejlrst 
Jesus  Christ  might  show  forth  (dllong -suffering, 

1  Jer.  xxxi.  18,  19.  ^  Luke,  xv.  18,  19. 

•  Matt.  viii.  8.  >  Ibid.  xviiL  IS. 
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for  a  pattern  to  them  which  should  hereafter  fte- 
lieve  on  him  to  life  everlasting'^. 

We  shall  find  it,  indeed,  the  most  difficult 
of  duties  to  abase  ourselves  in  the  manner  we 
ought,  and  we  never  shall  entirely  do  it:  but 
we  must  implore  of  God  his  special  grace,  to 
enlighten,  soften,  and  humble  our  hearts,  to 
take  away  the  heart  of  stone^  and  to  give  an 
heart  of  Jlesh;  to  bestow  more  and  more  upon 
u6  a  practical  view  of  our  fallen  condition,  of 
the  holiness  of  God*s  law,  of  the  evil  of  sin,  of 
the  greatness  and  excellency  of  the  God  whom 
we  have  offended,  of  the  unspeakable  suffer* 
ings  of  Christ,  of  our  innumerable  personal 
transgressions,  and  of  the  utter  impossibility  of 
doing  any  thing  of  ourselves  to  obtain  theik* 
vour  of  God.  Some  feeling  of  these  truths  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  an  humble  participa- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper.  .  Pride  is  the  most 
sinful  of  all  tempers  in  the  preparation  for  such 
a  duty.  And  though  we  cannot  feel  so  humble 
as  we  ought,  yet  we  may  sincerely  desire  and 
pray  to  become  so. 

3.  Fou  must  earnestly  desire  to  partake  of 
the  blessings  of  Chtisfs  atonement.  A  leading 
design  of  th6  Eucharist  is  to  represent  the  blood 
of  Christ,  which  was  shed  for  many  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins.    Your  state  of  mind  cannot  be 

»  I  Cor.  XV.  9.    1  Tim.  i.  15,  16. 
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a  right  one,  that  is,  a  penitent  humble  one,> 
unless  you  desire  to  renounce  all  dqiendence  on. 
yourself,  and  are  solicitous  to  trust  entirely  to 
the  merits  and  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
truly  feithfiil  Christian  constantly  prays  to  be. 
TOVfiD  IN.  CHRIST,  910/  hoving  his  (mm  righteau^- 
ness  which' is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  t^ 
through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness 
which  is  of  God  by  faith  \  When  you  partake 
of  the  consecrated  memorials  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  our  Saviour,  you  must  pray  that  your 
soul  may  be  supported  and  blest  by  a  participa^ 
tion  of  his  merits  and  atonement,  as  your  body, 
is  refreshed  by  the  bread  and  wine. 

4.  ji  renewal  of  your  solemn  and  hearty 
acceptance  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  is  a  fur- 
ther duty.  The  Sacrament  is  the  seal  of  the 
"New  Testament  in  Christ's .  blood."  It  re-: 
quires  from  those  who  partake  of  it  a  serious, 
and  devout  dedication  of  themselves  to. God  in 
Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the  tenour  of  that 
oavenant  with  which  it  is  connected.  You  must 
consider  then  the  account  g^ven  in  Scripture  of 
the  covenant  of  works  by  which  you  are  con- 
demned, and  the  covenant  of  grace '^  which 
muBt  be  your  only  hope*    You  must  endeavour 

s  FhiLui.9. 

«  Rom.  ill.  9—80,  and  27.     Rom.  iv.  4,  5.     Rom.  vii. 
4—6.    GaLiiLlO— 13.    Gal.  iv.  21— SI.    Heb.  viii.  6— 18. 

bb3 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


374  A  MAim«AL  Aommm 

to  wKkntand  the  doetrine  of  aalvatioii  by  pt^ 
through  hkth  in  Christ  Jesas^  and  be  dmnm 
of  becoming  a  party  in  that  eovenant  of  mefvy ^ 
Yoa  most  be  willing  to  devote  all  y4>a  hei?e  and 
are  to  the  servioe  of  God^  as  being  no  Umgfif 
year  own,  bnt  bought  with  a  prioe^  and  be 
molved,  in  humble  reliance  on  God's  gfaee,  to 
walk  in  a  conne  of  nniform,  hnmble^  and  eheeiw 
ftil  obedienqe.  And,  when  you  come  to  tlie 
Loid*s  Table,  yon  must  come,  feeling  yonr  own 
weakneis  and  inability,  to  seal  this  ooveoaok, 
to  renew  the  engagements  of  it,  to  racdw  the 
Kpsnrance  of  its  blessings,  and  to  partake  of 
the  comfort,  pardon,  and  strength,  which  the 
Sfunrament  is  the  appointed  means  of  convcgring. 
6.  Fau  must  smousfy  renounce  andfarmihc 
the  service  of  sm.  This  you  were  pledged  to  do 
by  the  vow  of  your  Baptism.  You  then  en- 
gaged to  '^renounce  the  Devil  and  all  bi« 
works,  the  pomps  and  vanity  of  this  wicked 
world,  and  all  the  sinful  lusts  of  the  fleidk** 
This  engagement  you  are  to  renew  and  eonfinn 
whenever  you  recdve  the  Holy  Communion,  It 
is  essential  tp  a  right  participation  of  iU  The 
love  of  sin  is  incompatible  with  the  lov»  of 
Christ.  Feu  cannot  serve  Qod  and  JUwwmn* 
He  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  must  depart 

i  Bpb.  if.  S--10.  f  1  Cor.  vL  SO. 

*  Isai.  zlhr.  5.    Isai.  lv«  8. 
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from  iniqmfy;  and  therefore  much  more  he  thi^ 
approaches  the  most  solemn  part  of  a  Cbri8tiAii*s 
worship.  A  determiDation  to  mortify  the  whole 
body  of  sin^  to  separate  from  the  suiful  plea- 
sures of  the  world,  and  to  renounce  the  service 
of  Satan;  a  desire  to  grow  in  all  hoUness  of  heart 
and  lift;  a  resolution  to  be  diligent  in  the  em- 
I^yment  of  every  means  for  promoting  real  so* 
lid  godliness;  a  penitent  confession  befon  God 
of  onr  many  fidlings  and  imperfections;  a  opn« 
stant  reliance  on  divine  grace  for  future  ohe* 
dience;  in  a  word,  a  forgetting  the  things  whkh 
are  behind^  a  reaching  forth  unto  those  things 
which  are  before^  and  a  pressing  towards  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  caUing  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus\  combine  to  form  that  state  of 
mind  which  a  Christian  will  desiro  to  cultivate 
in  celebrating  his  Saviour's  institution.  And 
although  great  imperfection  and  many  tins  will 
be  found  in  all  you  do;  yet  this  will  be  your 
oonstant  lum  and  desire. 

6.  You  must  from  your  hearts  forgive  every 
one  kis  brother  their  trespasses  ^.  if  we  bring 
eur  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there  remember  that 
our  brother  hath  ought  against  us,  we  must  leave 
-there  our  gift  before  the  altar ,  and  go  our  way, 
and  first  be  reconciled  to  our  brother ,  and  then 

*  Phil.  ill.  13, 14.  9  Matt,  xviii.  35. 
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come  and  offer  our  gift  k    The  petition  in  the 
Lord*8  Prayer^  Forgive  us  our  trespasses^  as  we 

Jhrgive  them  that  trespass  agmnst  us^  strangly 
inculcates  the  same  duty.  Indeed,  it  is  impofr- 
dble  for  us  to  come  to  the  Sacrament  with  a 
heart  deeply  afiected  with  a  sense  of  our  own  sins^ 
and  earnestly  desirous  to  obtain  an  undeserved 
pardon,  through  the  sufferings  and  death  of  our 
divine  Saviour,  without  being  disposed  at  the 
same  time  to  forgave  the  small  and  incondder** 
able  offences  which  a  fdlow-<!reature  may  have 

'  committed  against  us.  It  is  one  -  main  qualifr* 
cation,  then^^  of  a  spiritual  communicant,  to 
forgive  from  his  heart  every  one  that  has  in- 
jured him,  to  root  out  envy,  hatred,  malice,  re- 
venge, so  for  as  he  can,  from  his  breast,  and 
to  imitate  the  merciful  conduct  of  God  his  Sa* 
viour,  who  daeth  good  to  the  unthankfid  and  to 
the  em/. 

7.  An  earnest  endeavour  to  he  in  perfect 
charity  with  all  men,  As  an  additional  duty. 
We  are  not  merely  to  forgive  those  who  have 
injured  us,  but  to  love  them  in  return,  and  es- 
ercise  a  spirit  of  Christian  benevolence,  for 
God's  sake,  toward  all  the  members  of  Christ's 
catholic  Church,  and  to  the  whole  race  of  man- 
kind. A  leading  object  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is 
to  maintain  and  increase  that  communion  of 

'  Matt.  ▼.  20—24. 
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jGedtb^  tbftt  intercourse  of  love^  that  fettowtdi^ 
ei  the  Sfnrit,  that  common  interest  of  Chrisidans 
with  each  other,  which  is  one  great  effbct  and 
ornament  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.'  We  mnst 
seek  then  the  grace  of  God*s  blessed  spirit  to 
form  as  to  so  heavenly  a  temper,  to  enable  ns»* 
after  the  example  of  onr  Saviour's  unmerited 
love  to  us,  to  love  others,  and  especially  our 
brethren  for  his  sake.  Thus,  like  the  various 
members  of  the  natural  body.  Christians  will 
be  united  in  one  bond  of  mutual  afiection;  and 
we  being  many,  shall  appear  to  be  one  bread, 
being  all  partakers  of  that  onebread\ 

8.  But  further,  for  all  these  ends,  self-ex^ 
ammatian  is  a  most  necessary  and  important 
means.  Let  a  man,  saith  the  Apostle,  bxabonb 
HiMSBLF,  and  so  let  him  eat  of  that  bread  and 
drink  of  that  cupK  This  is  so  solemnly  and 
expressly  enjoined,  that  it  forms  a  very  im- 
portant branch  of  our  present  inquiry. 

Our  examinations  of  ourselves  should.  First, 
relate  to  our  general  state  and  condition  be* 
fore  Ood.  We  should  ask  ourselves,  what  we 
are  and  whither  wie  are  going,  what  is  our  state 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  what  are  our  evidences 
0f  salvation?  We  should  examine  whether  we 
are  in  Christ  by  a  living  faith,  united  to  him^ 
interested  in  him;  whether  we  tire  in  any  godd 

*  1  Cor.  X.  17.  »  1  Cor.  xi.  28. 
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measiira  renewed  and  sanctified  by  Uie  Hdy 
Spirit^  made  new  oreatores  by  his  giao^  and 
gradually  improving  in  a  holy  temper  and  oon^ 
dnct;  and  whether  we  are  walking  in  the  ways 
of  God's  commandments  from  a  principle  of 
gnititnde  and  love^  repenting  of  onr  cantinoal 
imperfections^  and  aiming  at  increased  measures 
of  obedience. 

Secondly,  fFe  should  inqmre  as  ta  our  vUws 
of  the  sacred  feast  which  we  are  about  to  celo- 
brate.  We  should  ask  ourselves,  whether  we 
diseem  the  Loris  badys  whether  we  have  a 
right  idea,  of  the  nature  of  the  institution,  of 
the  design  for  which  it  was  appointed,  of  the 
qualifications  of  those  who  receive  it  aright,  of 
the  blessings  to  be  expected  from  it,  of  the 
course  of  life  to  which  it  binds  us. 

Thirdly,  Our  exandnaiion  should  be  direetfsd 
to  the  especial  graces  and  duties  whkh  the 
hordes  Supper  is  intended  to  prpmote.  Here  we 
must  inquire  whether  we  contemplate  witiii  holy 
admiration  the  condescension  and  love  of  Christ 
in  becoming  incarnate  for  our  sakes;  whether 
we  view  with  some  real  penitence  the  unpand- 
leled  Bufiering  of  the  Son  of  God;  the  contra- 
diction, ignominy,  privation,  and  reproach,  whioh 
attended  him  through  his  ministry,  and  hu  un^ 
spetikabte  sorrows  in  the  last  bitter  scenes  of  his 
agony  and  crucifixion.  We  should  ask  ourselves 
if  we  rightly  understand  the  cause  of  all  his 
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wMi  namely,  the  Wtalih  of  his  beavwly  VaUhn 
an  fiGOooiit  of  oar  aiiMs  if  w€  believe  that  he 
tBoswaimdedfarmirtransgresawMy  andbruiaed 
for  our  iniqtiUies ;  that  be  was  made  am  for  m 
uAq  knew  no  ein,  that  we  might  he  made  the 
righieousnees  of  Ood  in  hbn  ?  We  should  iiH 
quire  if  we  feel  any  genmae  grief  for  our 
namerous  transgressioas^  which  were  the  oeca-" 
sioo,  in  thdr  measure,  of  snch  agony  to  the  Son 
of  God.  We  shonld  ask  if  we  are  in  any  just 
degree  abased  and  oonfoonded  for  oar  sins,  and 
heartily  sorry  for  them,  desirons  to  eonfiess 
them  before  God  in  all  their  guilt,  and  to  fiir* 
sake  them  with  unfeigned  abhorrence,  breaks 
ing  our  covenant  with  Satan^  and  returning  to 
our  allegiance  to  Christ.  We  should  endeft*- 
vour  to  ascertain  whether  we  traly  demre  to 
devote  our  bodies  and  souls  to  the  service  of 
our  Redeemer,  as  those  who  are  olive  from  the 
dead,  that  we  may  live  to  his  praise,  follow  his 
eommandments,  and  obey  his  will.  We  should 
further  endeavour  to  discover  what  are  our 
spedal  temptations,  what  our  trials,  what  our 
duties,  what  our  imperfections,  what  our  be^ 
setting  sins,  what  our  master  passions}  that  we 
■lay,  in  partaking  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  kn- 
pkire  grace  according  to  our  peculiar  necessities- 
We  should  anxiously  learn  whether  we  forgive 
all  who  have  injured  us:  whether  we  love  our 
enemies^  and  desire  to  do  good  to  them  that 
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bate  118 ;'  whether  we  eBpecialiy  delight  in  tlie 
company,  advice,  and  admonition  of  God's  holy 
servants,  and  aim  at  promoting  the  peace,  nnity^ 
and  enlargement  of  the  Chnrch.  Thus  we 
should  examine  our  hearts  and  lives  as  a  physi- 
cian examines  the  case  of  a  patient,  that  he 
may  know  his  real  state,  and  apply  the  ap- 
propriate remedies ;  or  as  an  heir  examines  the 
writings  of  his  estate,  that  he  may  know  whe- 
ther his  title  be  good,  and  his  interests  secured. 
But,  Fourthly,  Self-examinatwn  should  re- 
gard  our  growth  in  grace^  and  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  The  topics 
I  have  already  considered  more  ittimckiiately 
relate  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Christian  life 
and  conduct;  but,  in  addition  to  than,  it  is  an 
essential  part  of  a  right  state  of  mind  in  ap- 
proaching the  Eucharist,  to  examine  into  our 
progress  in  true  religion,  to  compare  what  we 
actually  are  with  what  we  have  been,  to  deter- 
mine whether  we  are  advancing  in  our  heavenly 
race,  or  not.  To  this  end  we  should  endeavour 
to  discover  whether  our  knowledge  is  at  all 
enlarged,  as  compared  with  what  it  was  when 
we  previously  examined  ourselves^;*  whether 
our  faith  and  charity  abound^;  whether  our 
minds  and  affections  are  more  spiritual  and 

*  Col.  i.  9.  5  2The88.i.S. 
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heavenly^;  and  our  tempers  more  amiable  and 
conformed  to  the  e3cample  of  Christ^;  whether 
we  advance  in  contentment^  patience^  sabmis« 
sion  and  resignation  to  the  will  of  God^;  whe* 
ther  we  increase  in  holy  zeal  and  devotedness  to 
the  cause  of  Christ';  whether  we  grow  in  fer* 
vent  love  to  the  Redeemer';  whether  we  are 
more  abundant  in  prayer  %  more  constant  in 
reading  and  meditating  on  the  Holy  Scriptures^/ 
more  watchful  and  simple  in  our  general  spirit 
and  conversation^;  whether  we  grow  in  a  prac- 
tical conviction  of  the  evil  of  sin,  of  all  sin,  of 
the  sins  of  our  heart  as  well  as  of  our  temper 
and  conduct,  viewing  sin  as  the  source  of:  all 
misery,  as  that  which  is  opposed  to  God  and 
goodness,  as  the  shame  and  disgi'ace  of  our 
nature;  whether  we  abhor  it  as  such,  using 
every  endeavour  to  mortify  it  more  and  more  in 
all  its  operations,  and  mourning  deeply  over 
the  sad  remains  of  it  in  our  various  affections 
and  duties^  We  should  examine  whether  we 
are  more  upright  and  conscientious  in  our  con- 

*  Col.  ill.  2.  7  CoLiii.  12,  J3. 

*  James,  i.  4.    Phil.  iv.  11,  12.    Matt.  xxvi.  39. 
9' John,  ii.  17.    Gal.  iv.  18.    AcU,  xxi.  13, 

«  1  Cor.  xvi.  22.    2  Cor.  v.  14. 

*  1  Thess.  V.  17.  '  Psa.  i.  2. 
4  Mark,  xiii.  37*    2  Cor.  i.  12. 

s  Rom.  vii.  13.    Mark,  vii.  21— 23.    Rom.  vi.  21.   Psa. 
11.  5.    Job,  xlit.  6.    Rom.  viii.  13.    Rom.  vii.  24'. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


362  A  PlkACTtCkt  ADMtfiSd 

dact  towards  others^  and  idcreadiug  in  6ur  at- 
tention to  our  duties  as  parents  or  cbildtien, 
masters  or  servant*^  husbands  or  wives,  bi^ 
tbers  or  sisters^  i  whether  oor  conversation  be, 
on  the  wliole,  more  as  it  beoometh  the  (rospel  of 
Christ 'l  whether,  in  short,  we  are  desiring^ 
more  communion  with  God  on  earth  ^  and  are 
longing  for  the  fiiil  enjoyment  of  him  in  heaven  '• 
In  this  examination  you  must  be  careful  to  act 
with  uprightness,  as  in  the  presence  of  God  % 
you  must  pray  for  God*s  Holy  Spirit  to  enlighten 
your  minds  and  direct  your  judgments;  you 
mast  beware  of  a  proud  and  self-dependent  &pU 
fit;  yon  must  not  aim  at  establishing  your  oWn 
righteousness  %  but  at  attaining  a  knowledge  of 
your  actual  state  as  professed  believers  in  Christy 
in  order  to  your  spiritual  improvement  wheti 
you  partake  of  the  instituted  Supper  of  thd 
Lord.  You  must  not  yield  to  despondency  at 
the  discovery  of  your  own  sinfulness,  but  be 
led  by  that  discovery  to  a  more  sincere  repent^ 
ance  and  a  more  entire  dependence  on  the  pro^ 
mises  of  God  made  to  you  in  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ment. The  great  end  of  self-examination  is, 
that  you  may  obtain  an  acquaintance  with  your- 

^  Acts,  zxiv.  16. 

y  Eph.  V.  22,  2S.  Bph.  vL  1—9. 

•  Phfllip.  u  27.  f  1  John,  1. 9.  Pta.  Ixil.  1. 2. 

>  PhiUip.u23.  >Roift.x.S. 
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selves,  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  the  better, 
to  adtrance  in  the  faith,  love^  and  obedience  of  ft 
real  Christian. 

9,  JTott  miMst  cultivate  habits  qf  meditatiani 
and  projfer.  Every  other  qnalificatii^n  must 
be  connected  with  the  exercises  of  fervent  de- 
votion* 

Our  MBniTATiONS  should  be  fixed  on  all  the, 
topics  to  which  our  examination  qf  ourselves  was 
directed,  that  we  may  thus  be  suitably  affected 
with  every  subject  of  our  inquiry,  and  have  it 
impressed  on  our  hearts.  Cold  speculation  will 
never  benefit  a  Christian.  He  must  meditate  as 
well  as  inquire,  feel  as  well  as  know. 

Our  thoughts  should  likewise  be  turned  to 
those  parts  qf  the  Hohf  Scriptures  which  are 
most  suitable  to  the  sacred  feast  we  are  about 
to  keep.  The  history  of  our  Saviour's  passion 
is  eminently  calculated  to  move  all  the  best 
feelings  of  the  heart  3.  The  last  discourse  of 
our  Lord  with  his  disciples,  concluding  with 
his  intercessory  prayer,  John,  xiv.  xv.  xvi<  and 
xvii.  is  likewise  admirably  adapted  to  the  sam« 
end.  Many  of  the  predictions  in  the  Old  Testar 
ment,  relating  to  the  life,  sufferings,  and  death 
of  the  Messiah,  the  prosperity  of  his  kingdomj 
and  the  glory  of  his  church,  and  which  form, 
in  ptutioular^  so  large  a  part  of  the  prophecies 

S  M«tt.  %X9U  xltTti.  ftc. 
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of  Isaiah  %  may  be  advantageooBly  used  Tor  a 
similar  purpose.  The  devotional  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture, especially  the  holy  and  fervent  language  of 
the  Book  of  Fbalms,  are  so  obviously  important 
in  this  view,  that  I  need  only  mention  them. 

Besides  the  Holy  Scriptures,  our  meditations 
should  be  directed  to  the  Commtinian  Service  of 
our  Churchy  which  is  excellently  calculated  to 
be  a  gnide  and  help  to  our  devotions.  I  could 
scarcely  mention  any  one  method  more  likely  to 
be  useful  to  us  in  preparing  for  the  LfOrd*8 
Supper,  than  that  of  a  fi*equent  and  close  con- 
sideration of  this  service ;  which,  for  simplicity 
and  spirituality,  for  dignity  and  wisdom,  for 
comprehensive  views  of  the  Sacrament,  and  fer- 
vent and  elevated  expressions  of  piety  in  cele- 
brating it,  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  stand 
unrivalled  among  human  compositions. 

To  meditation  must  be  added  persevering 
and  earnest  prayer.  We  can  expect  no  benefit 
whatever  from  any  means  of  grace  without  se- 
rious and  humble  application  to  God.  We  are 
ahvays  to  pray  and  not  to  faint.  The  Sacrament 
of  Christ's  body  and  blood  is  profitable  only  to 
the  faithful.  It  does  not  operate  necessarily.  It 
is  merely  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  pf 
communicating  grace  to  the  heart.  And  ac- 
cordingly,, the  measure  of  grace  we  actually  re- 

^  Chapters  xl.  to  Ixvi. 
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ceive  will  commonly  bear  some  proportion  *  to 
our  diligende  in  imploring  that  grace  from  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  our  Saviour. 

We  must  pray  before  we  approach  the  altar 
of  our  Saviour,  that  he  would  enable  us  to  re- 
pent of  our  sins^  to  believe  his  blessed  promise^^ 
to  examine  ourselves  aright^  to  renew  our  cove- 
nant with  God^  to  dedicate  ourselves  unre- 
servedly to  his  service. 

We  must  pray  whilst  we  are  engaged  in  the 
sacred  celebration,  that  our  Saviour,  who  insti- 
tuted the  feast,  would  vouchsafe  to  be  really 
,  present  with  us ;  that  when  we  view  the  conse- 
crated.  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  we  may 
discera  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  which  were 
offered  up  on  the  cross  for  our  sins,  mtay  re- 
member his  sufferings  and  his  love,  may  rejoice 
in  his  redemption,  and  may  be  truly  thankful 
for  all  his  unspeakable  benefits ;  that  when  we 
receive  the  elements  into  our  mouths,  we  may 
feed  by  foith  on  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  to 
the  life  of  our  souls,  may  repose  our  whole  trust 
in  his  infinite  merits,  may  /' spiritually  eat  the 
flesh  and  drink  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,** 
may  be  united  to  Christ  as  members  of  his  body, 
and .  may  be  animated  with  ardent  love  to  his 
name,  holy  abhorrence  of  sin,  sacred  delight  in 
his  service,  and  fixed  resolutions  to  live  to  his 
glory. 

We  mu6t.  pray  after  we  have  partaken  of  the 

VOL.  II.  c  c 
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Hdly  Ommumon,  that  God  would  endae  liis 
^th  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  remember 
our  obligations,  keep  our  vows,  observe  the 
XH)mihandments  of  our  Gcid,  and  be  strengthen- 
(Bd  to  walk  religiously  m  the  discharge  of  cfvery 
duty. 

In  mentioning  so  many  topics  of  meditation, 
as  well  as  in  the  enumeration  I  have  made  of 
the  points  for  self-examination,  I  by  no  means 
Wifih  to  require  an  attention  to  all  of  them  from 
every  person.  Some  parts  of  them  may  very 
properly  be  the  subject  of  our  consideration  at 
one  time,  and  other  parts  at  another,  as  our 
opportunities  and  circumstances  may  allow. 
Tlie  devotional  habit  is  that  which  forms  the 
qualification. 

10.  Fbu  must  unite  holy  expectation  of  Oods 
blessings  on  your  receiving  the  Lords  Supper, 
with  reverence  and  fear.  All  the  other  parts  6f 
our  preparation  will  be  essentially  defective  un- 
less we  add  to  them  the  combined  feelings  of 
joyful  anticipation  and  sacred  awe.  We  cannot 
rsuse  our  thoughts  too  high  when  we  are  to 
approach  that  institution  which  is  the  pledge  of 
cur  Saviour's  love,  the  memoriall  of  his'dtath, 
the  visible  representation  of  his  passion,  the 
seal  of  his  covenant,  the  assurance  of  his  grace. 
We  cannot  expect  too  much  of  his  tenderness, 
mercy,  and  truth.  We  cannot  conceive  too 
warmly  of  the  unspeakable  love  of  Christ,  in 
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/(Mwdasceiidiiig  to  acknit  ua  to  such  jjiteitcoprs^ 
mtia  hima^^  in  '^  vouchsafing  to  leed  xis  .wjut^ 
ihe  c^dttiiU  foo^  qf  bis  owxi  xaost  precioua  body 
And  U^MDdr  w  aiioapLw  to  i^e  w^eqkoasa  4^  .our 
juQital  Batwe,  aad  affordu^  U3  such  vendible 
ftofceos  of  hia  gra^.  Our  £»ith  sboiiVi  ri^e  to 
the  highest  ^levdlMn.  O^  bppe  and  joy  ^ouh^ 
be  quiolQeQe4  to  mor^  than  uaual  vigour.  We 
abottld  prepare  for  large  a^oes^oaa  jof  sjiiritut^ 
strength^  entiircwng  discoveries  of  {lardooing 
«ency,  exalted  ^exorcises  of  fove  apd  cowmu- 
jAoOf  holy  fooldoeaa  of  a^ceaa  to  the  throne  Qf 
-graoe^  delighlfol  hopes  of  future  assistance  and 
final  viotory.  Qto^nary  anticipations  becooie 
not  B0  .^sisgular  a  privUeige. 

Sut  with  Ihepe  ardent  emotions  we  must 
learn  to  unite  the  sacred  feeling  of  awe  and  re- 
verence. Ood  is  f^ery  greatfy  to  hefsared  m  the 
assembbf  of  his  isaints,  and  to  be  had  in  rewrence 
.<qf  ail  tlhem  tkoA  are  rwmd  4dmit  him.  We  a^e 
/to  work  <n^  wr  W)n  sqlvafUm  with  foar  ,wA 
trembling.  Esp^ciall^  when  we  prqiare  for  the 
nearest  approach  to  God  of  which  our  present 
state  admits^  should  we  be  filled  with  the  most 
profound  and  unaffected  abasement  of  mind^ 
and  be  solicitous^  as  it  were,  to  take  our  shoes 
from  off  our  feety  because  the  place  whereon  we 
stand  is  holy  ground.  We  must  ever  remember 
the  infinite  distance  there  is  between  God  and 
us,  the  innumerable  transgressions  we  have  com- 
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mitted^  the  many  resolutions  we  have  broken, 
the  powerful  enemies  with  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded,  the  probation  which  yet  awaits  us,  the 
deceitfnlness  and  wickedness  of  our  hearts^  the 
solemnity  of  approaching  the  immediate  foot- 
stool of  God,  of  partaking  of  the  consecrated 
embtems  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  of 
celebrating  the  mysteries  where  the  Saviour  is 
peculiarly  and  really  present,  and  renewing  the 
most  sacred  vows  of  obedience  and  love. 

If  we  thus  endeavour  to  combine  the  most 
evangelicid  with  the  most  reverential  views  of 
this  Sacrament,  if  we  seek  to  raise  our  expecta- 
tions to  the  height  of  the  privilege,  and  yet  to 
temper  those  hopes  with  a  due  recollection  of 
our  unworthiness  and  guilt;  if  the  delightful 
boldness  and  confidence  of  a  child  adopted  into 
the  divine  family,  be  connected  with  the  humble 
and  filial  reverence  which  our  weakness  and 
sinfulness  should  inspire,  we  may  trust  that  we 
are  in  some  measure  in  a  state  of  mind  for  fitly 
partaking  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  BBNBFITS  TO  BE   DBRIVBD  FBOM  THB  LOBD's 
SUPPBB. 

These  are  important  and  various.  .  Tbey 
may  in  part  be  collected  from  the  Desiga  of  the 
Lord^s  Sapper^  and  the  Qualifications  of  those 
who  partake  of  it  aright.  I  shall  therefore  be 
more  brief  in  describing  them. 

*    1.    We  receive  the  blessing  of  increase  of 
faith.    When  we  see  the  elements  which  repre- 
sent the  very  body  and  blood  of  Christy  we  learn 
to  believe.    Our  doubts  aud  apprehensions  are 
lessened.  We  behold,  when  the  bread  is  broken^ 
the  wounded  body  of  our  Lord  han^ng  on  the 
cross;  and  when  the  wine  is  poured  out,  his 
blood  flowing  from    his  transfixed   side.     In 
both  we  view  his  very  soul  made  an  offering. for 
sin;  and,  lifting  up  our  eyes  with  holy  devo- 
tion, our  unbelief,  like  that  of  Thomas,  is  dis- 
pelled, and  we  are  encouraged  to  cry  out  with 
him,  My  Lord  and  my  Ood! 

2.  We  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  forgiveness 
of  our  sins.  The  general  offers  of  pardon,  which 
are  made  to  all  who  truly  repent  and  believe 
the  Gospel,  are  here  confirmed  to  the  humble 
communicant  in  particular.  He  comes  mth  a 
burdened  conscience,    and  views    a   crucified 
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Saviour^  and  obtains  the  actual  remission  of  all 
his  sins.  He  hears^  as  it  were^  the  dying  Re- 
deemer say,  Father,  forgive  them.  He  receives 
the  atonement.  He  contemplates,  and  appUes 
to  his  own  benefit,  the  great  propitiation. 

3.  fFe  have  the  privilege  of  union  with 
Christ.  The  Christian  <'  spiritually  eats  the 
flesh  and  drinks  the  blood  of  Christ ;  he  dwells 
tvith  Christ  and  Christ  with  himi  be  is  one 
with  Christ  and  Christ  with  him."*  There  takes 
place  at  the  Lord's  Table  that  peculiar  unkm 
with  Christ  which  no  other  means  of  gi*ace  is 
designed  to  convey.  And  who  can  estimate  the 
value  of  this  blessing?  who  can  describe  the 
high  advantage  of  so  jdtimate  a  fellowship  with 
our  divine  Sa^^[our,  so  spiritual  a  participation 
Of  all  his  benefits,  so  delightful  an  assurance  to 
the  heart  of  an  interest  in  his  salvation,  a  com- 
munication of  his  grace,  a  share  of  his  love? 

4.  fPe  are  sealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit ».  A 
special  ^ft  of  grace  is  bestowed.  That  Holy 
Spirit,  whose  influences  rest  on  all  the  means  of 
religious  worship,  more  peculiarly  blesses  the 
instituted  memorial  of  the  Saviour's  love.  There 
he  richly  descends,  as  the  rain  on  ike  mourn 
grass,  as  showers  that  water  the  earth\  He  is 
pleased  there  to  testify  of  Christ,  hy  taking  of 
the  things  of  his  and  showing  them  to  tisK    He 

«  2  Cor.  i.  22.    Eph.  iv.  30.  3  John,  xvi.  15. 

*  Vs.  Ixxii.  6. 
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^ppdesqends  there  to  se^l  the  feithfol  heart  ^j^ 
brighter  hopes  of  mercy>  and  larger  measure^ 
of  copsolation. 

5.  fFlp  receive  the  grace  of  adoption^  as  the 
children  of  God.  We  are  not  only  deli^ere^ 
from  the  doom  of  criminals,  but  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  children.  Christ  hath  redeemed 
ys  from  the  curse  qf  the  law,  that  we  might 
receivfi  (he  adoption  qf  sons;  and  because  we  at^ 
sons,  God  is  pleased^  at  the  Supper  of  the  Rer 
^oepfer^  to  send,  forth  the  spirit  (f  his  Son  int(^ 
pur  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father  \  So  high  a 
distinc^on  might  well  astonish  our  piinds,  and 
)pad  us  to  distrust  the  promise;  but,  lo!  by 
jthese  hQjy  mysteries  Qod  assures  us,  as  it  were^ 
of  h^  faithfulness^  gives  us  the  children's  bread^ 
and  treats  us  as  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
Lord  Almighty.  He  bestows  on  us  not  only  the 
jiight,  but  the  spirit  and  hope  of  children. 

6.  Our  gratitude  to  God  is  excited.  At  thifl 
festjyal  of  praise^  we  learn  how  muoh  we  owe  to 
pur  mercii^  God. .  We  obtain  Xh^  unspea|cable 
b^e^si^g  0^  a  thankful  heart.  We  are  assisted  to 
j^d^fre  that  God  who  so  loved  the  world  as  to  give 
Jj^ja  ffnly  kegotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believetl^ 
in  hftn^  sl^ould  nof  perish,  hut  have  everlasting 
^fe  K  yVe  ^e  taught  to  look  badk  psf.  the  way 
^e,  have  trodden,  and  on  alji  the  mercy  and 

4  Gsl.  iii.  J3 ;  iv.  5. 6.  ^  John,  UL  16. 
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troth  which  we  have  received^  and  wc  exdum 
with  the  Psalmist,  /  wiU  take  the  cup  qfsaha^ 
tion  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will 
pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,'  now  in  the  presence 
of  all  his  people  •. 

7.  Love  to  Christ  is  inflamed.  The  Sacra- 
ment is  a  feast  of  holy  love.  When  we  see  our 
Lord  presenting  himself  in  all  his  woe  before 
bur  eyes,  when  we  receive  the  pledges  of  his 
sufferings  and  his  grace,  surely  we  cannot  bat 
be  moved  with  some  feelings  of  affection  to  him 
in  return.  His  hands,  his  feet,  his  head,  which 
were  tora  with  excraciating  agony ;  his  heart, 
whence  flowed  out  blood  and  water,  as  set  forth 
in  the  Sacrament,  must  touch  the  most  sacred 
sympathies  of  our  souls.  And  when  we  view 
him  reaching  forth  to  us  the  bread  of  life  and 
the  cup  of  salvation,  we  must  indeed  reply,  IVe 
will  remember  thy  love  more  than  wine ;  the  up- 
right love  thee'' .  * 

8.  IVe  receive  the  benefit  of  more  affecting 
views  of  the  evil  of  sin.  And  this  is  no  slight 
blessing  to  a  Christian,  surrounded  with  every 
thing  which  is  calculated  to  efface  the  impres- 
sions of  the  sinfulness  of  tmnsgression,  and  to 
lessen  his  hatred  of  it.  His  safety  very  much 
arises  from  deep  and  affecting  apprehensions  of 
the  heinous  and  malignant  nature  of  sin  as 

•      •  Ps.  cxvi.  13,  U.  7  Cant.  L  4. 
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committed  agiunst  6od«  These  apprehraaioDS 
be  caltivates  at  the  sacred  Sapper  of  lus  Lord. 
He  there  sees  the  consequences  of  rin^  in  the 
separation  which  it  made  between  God  and 
man ;  be  there  learns  its  guilty  in  the  sufferings 
of  the  Redeemer ;  he  there  beholds  the  hatred 
God  bears  to  it/  in  the  satisfaction  he  required 
in  order  to  pardon  it.  Thus  he  views  it  in  ail 
its  enormity^  and  is  strengthened  to  abhor  it 
more  sincerely^  and  fly  from  it  with  greater 
diligence. 

9.  fFe  obtain  the  blessing  of  greater  separor 
Hon  from  the  world.  The  due  partaking  of  the 
Holy  Eucharist  is  not  only  a  line  of  demarca- 
tion between  the  spiritual  church  and  the  pro- 
fane part  of  mankind^  but  is  an  important 
means  of  abstracting  the  heart  and  affections  of 
a  Christian  from  that  tame^  secular^  worldly 
spirit,  which  is  perpetually  creeping  over  him^ 
and,  like  a  lethargy,  imperceptibly  luUing  him 
toafelseand  dangerous  security.  ThisM  the 
victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  oty^ 
faiih.  At  his  Redeemer's  Supper,  he  is  strength- 
ened to  come  out  more  entirely  from  the  cus- 
toms, amusements,  and  pursuits  oi  the  more 
indiflferent  part  even  of  professing  Christians,  to 
aim  at  a  spiritual  walk  with  God,  and  to  be 
-crucified  to  the  world  by  the  transforming  les- 
sons of  the  cross  ^ 

»  Gal.vLH. 
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10.  fr0  gam  mppwi  mimr  the  Hjffkultm 
md  stf0kring9  ^  Vf^.-^We  are  bam  to  tr^Me 
B$  th$  sparha  fiy  upward.  Sorrow  and  disap- 
poiatai^t  are  our  lot  But  amidat  all  our  dan- 
g^ra,  loBaes,  and  enemies^  we  may  be  refr^hed 
by  ^^  the  spiritnal  food  of  the  most  piedons 
body  and  blood  of  Christ/'  We  may  remember 
that  this  Sacrament  was  instituted  in  a  aoeoa  of 
unpai^alleled  woe.  The  sante  night  in  whid^ 
fmr  Lord  was  heiragfed,  he  app<unted  this  feitif 
val  as  a  source  of  consolation  to  his  diskreBsed 
disciples.  Thus  the  Christian  under  affliction 
comes  to  his  Sariour's  Table,  to  view  his  uiit 
speakable  sufferings,  to  be  assured  of  his  loving 
kindness,  and  to  learn  to  follow  the  exampk  of 
resignation  which  he  hath  left  him.  He  comes 
to  repose  a  weary  head  and  a  distracted  heart 
on  his  gradous  care^  and,  like  the  beloved  dis- 
ciple, to  lean  on  his  tender  and  sympathiaing 
bosom'. 

11.  fTe  derive  ctmrage  and  zeal  for  the  di$r 
^4xrge  af  our  various  duties. — The  joy  of  the 
hofrd  is  our  strength.  We  receive  fresh  viggnr 
lor  our  Qombat  at  diis  blessed  oelebration.  Our 
fisinting  strength  is  renewed.  Our  drooping 
courage  cenves.  We  are  animated  by  the  pro^ 
mises  of  pardon  and  graoe  to  fresh  efforts  of 
duty.  We  are  exdted  by  the  sealing  ief  the 
Spirit  for  larger  exertions  of  diligence.    We  ape 

9  JAb,  xiii.  SS—SS. 
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tmUed  to  gh'dnp  tke  Mm  of  mr  wM,  to  h^ 
sober,  and  hope  far  the  end.  We  vemme  om 
journey  with  new  alacrity;  and  as  oor  bedies 
are  refreshed  by  onr  ordinary  food  for  the 
various  duties  of  the  temporal  life,  so  our  souls 
derive  suf^lieB  of  grace  and  consolation  for  the 
diflferent  obligations  of  the  spiritual  («e«  We 
learn  to  be  courageous  for  the  cause  of  our 
God,  we  gather  zeal  and  strength  against  onr 
spiritiml  enemies,  we  gird  on  our  armour  with 
fresh  vigour  for  occasions  of  conflict 

12.  fFis  are  led  to  fix  our  thoughts  on  the 
world  where  Christ  is  gone.  The  Lord*s  Sapper 
engages  our  meditation,  not  (mly  on  the  cross 
and  sofierings  of  our  Saviour,  but  on  his  re^ 
Buirection,  ascension,  and  intercession  at  the 
right  hand  of  God.  We  learn  at  his  TaUe 
to  r^ect  where  he  now  is,  as  well  as  where 
he  once  was.  We  view  the  Lord  of  glory, 
as  well  as  the  man  of  sorrows.  We  remem«- 
ber  that  our  Redeemer  has  entered  heaven  as 
our  surety  and  our  forerunner^  and  that  be 
hath  promised  to  come  agun  that  he  may  re** 
ceive  us  to  himsdf.  This  sacred  feast  then 
carries  on  our  thoughts  to  onr  Saviour's  present 
glory,  his  intercession,  his  dominion  over  all 
worlds,  his  mediatorial  throne,  his  infinite  grace. 
And  what  a  benefit  is  this!  What  a  consolation! 
What  a  source  of  joy!    Every  time  we  receive 
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the  Lord'iB  Snpper  we  recdve  a  pledge  that  where 
he  is'j  there  we  shall  at  length  be  also. 

13.  fFe  are  reconciled  to  the  approach  of 
^athy  and  receive  the    earnest  of  everlasting 
i^e.  .  Even  the  king  of  terrors  yields  to  the 
Cross  of  Christ.    In  the  Sacrament  we  may 
^ew  a  Saviour  dying  in  pidn,  and  darkness^  and 
agonies^  though  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  and 
the  hdr  of  all  things;  and  may  learn  to  walk 
with  such  a  leader,  even  through  the  darkest 
valley.    We  may  there  view  death  deprived  of 
its  sting,  robbed  of  its  power,  yea  quite  altered 
in  its  property.    The  body  and  blood  of  Christ 
oflbred  up  to  God,  have  taken  away  the  gloom 
of  death,  and  made  it  the  gate  of  everlasting 
life.    And  the  blessed  participation  of  this  body 
and  blood  at  the  Eucharist  gives  a  delightful 
earnest  of  that  heavenly  joy  which  is  purchased 
for  all  believers.    We  may  go  to  that  Supper 
and  learn  to  resign  our  bodies  to  the  grave ;  we 
may  learn  to  yield  up  our  souls  to  the  God  that 
gave  them,  and  to  say,  as  we  descend  to  the 
tomb,  /  know  in  whom  I  have  believedj  and  am 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I 
have  committed  to  him  against  that  day '. 

>  2  Tim.  i.  12. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE    OBJECTIONS    WHICH    ARE    SOMETIMES  RAISED 
AGAINST  PARTAKING  OF  THE  HOLY  COMMUNION.    • 

I  CONSIDER  this  branch  of  the  inqmry  as 
pecaliarly  important^  and  I  would  wish  to  enter 
upon  it  with  all  the  tenderness  and  affection 
which  the  apprehensions  of  many  sincere  Chris- 
tians so  much  reqiure. 

The  difficulties  on  this  subject  are  either 
those  which  arise  in  the  breasts  chiefly  of 
young  people^  who  are  desirous^  under  im- 
pressions of  the  importance  of  spiritual  reli- 
gion^ to  partake  of  so  high  a  privilege;  or 
those  which  occasionally  harass  the  minds  of 
persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  conscientiously 
discharging  this  part  of  their  duty  as  Christians. 

1.  The  difficulties  which  arise  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  sincerely  in  earnest  about  re^  * 
ligion,  on  the  subject  of  first  receiving  the  Lord^s 
Supper y  may  probably  be  excited^  First,  by  the 
enumeration  I  have  made  of  the  qualifications  o^ 
those  who  receive  the  Holy  Sacrament.  Many 
may  apprehend  that  they,  do  not  possess  all 
these  qualifications,  or  not  in  the  degree  which 
I  have  described.  But  .let  the  humble  penitent 
know,  that  if  he  exercises  these  various  disposi- 
,  tions  and  habits,  as  to  the  main  particulars  of 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


996  A  VtUMSlf  OAL  ^DOmBM 

them^  though  only  in  a  weak  and  imperlect 
manner^  he  may  be  prepared  for  coining  as  a 
young  but  sincere  disciple  to  the  Table  of  his 
Saviour.    If  he  heartily  desires  to  be  abased  for 
sin,  if  he  anxiously  seeks  aftei*  the  lilesaings  of 
Chrisfs  atonement,  and  is  willing  to  dedicate 
liiniself  to  the  service  of  God,  he  may  be  en- 
couraged to  celebrate  that  Sacrament  which  is 
tme  appointed  means  of  inorea^ng  in  him  all 
Uie  graces  ef  God's  Holy  Spirit.    These  graces 
in  a  young  person  cannot  be  expected  to  be  8d 
advanced  as  in  aCbrisfiim  of  oonfidderaible  stand- 
ing in  religion ;,  but  this  want  of  n^uriffy  is  so 
"fdr  from  being  a  reason  against  paittfkiiig  of  thp 
Holy  Commumon,  tftmt  it  is  a  strong  at^gumeot 
^r  joining  in  it.     7%ejf  that  are  wh^le  need  mot 
u  pJ^sician,  but  they  ihat'Ore  su^.    If  there  be 
ifeeling,  desire,  solicitude  for  tile  >blesriiigs  ^f 
-salvation,  these  are  all  iSiat  is  necessary  in  the 
iSrstiuMance,  In  order  to  derive  consolation  and 
strength  from  the  blessed  body  and  fAood  of 
Chridt. 

A  similar  reply  may  be  offered,  Seoepidly, 
id  those  who  fear  whether  tliey  are  in  a  ^iaieof 
grace  and  acceptance  with  God.  Sfidtk  appfe- 
bensions  will  long  attend  the  besrt  effiifts  -^^f  :a 
young  Ofaristian,  and  at  times  of  the  most  ^- 
vaneed  Christian  ^ako.  And  if  he  is  iwt  to 
partake  6f  the  Communion  tiU  they  arewhoHy 
dispdled,  he  will  probably  have  long  tow^idt. 
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tSMtab  fears  isifi  to  our  chUactefT  Md  pM)s^Mtl3 
wiU^  and  even  ougfht^  to  follow  tis  wMst  ^i^ 
are  in  a  scene  of  contention  a!nd  sorroir.  But 
snrely  these  fears  should  be  controlled  by  tfie 
oheering  promises  and  invitations  of  the  ador- 
able Saviour.  He  casietk  out  none  who  come  9o 
him.  He  is  able  io  save  to  the  uitermoi/t.  His 
blood  eleanseth  from  oU  sin.  Can  the  feai"fiil 
inquii^er  doubt  of  his  having  some  evidences -of  ft 
i^enewed  state  of  mind^  When  he  is  trembling  on 
account  of  sin,  abhomng  himself,  earnestly 
praying  for  dlvme  gi'ace,  seeking  for  the  Way  "Of 
salvation  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  forsaking  evefy 
known  evil?  Do  ttot  his  tears,  his  anxiety,  his 
idarm,  all  bear  testimony  to  IJbe  influences  ^f 
Ood*B  'grace  in  his  heart '  ?  And  should  the  te- 
maining  apprehensions  which  alarm  him,  keep 
him  4Mta  the  v^ty  Sacrament,  ^vhicb  is  the  seal 
of  salvatioti,  the  eaftiest  of  forgiveness,  Hie 
means  of  enligbtening  Mid  establishing  Ids 
heart? 

A  third  difficulty,  connected  With  tbe  two 
fbrmer,  ttrises  from  the  dread  of  being  fmnd  at 
last  to  have  been  only  hypocrites  before  OoA. 
A  mrtre  featfttl  state  than  that  of  hypocrisy  can 
scaitely  lie  conceived.  'Btft  Is  ft;  very  likely 
that  thote  should  be  really  bypocrlta.  Who  ane 
alarmed  at  the  very  pdsslbility  df  beoomiug 
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such  characters  ?  Is  it  not  more  probable  that 
they  mistake  the  conflict  of  evil  passions  still 
remaining  in  their  minds^  with  the  calls  of 
duty  and  the  leadings  of  grace^  for  the  base 
pretences  of  the  false  Christian^?  Nay,  does 
not  the  anxiety  which  they  discover  of  taking 
nothing  for  granted,  of  examining  their  state 
to  the  bottom,  of  comparing  their  spirit  and 
conduct  with  the  rale  of  God*s  word,  of  solicit- 
ing instruction  from  ministers  and  friends,  of 
seizing  every  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
real  principles  by  which  they  are  governed,  of 
avoiding  hypocrisy  as  a  most  fatal  delusion,  and 
of  imploring  the  grace  and  spirit  of  God  to 
lead  them  into  the  full  knowledge  of  themselves, 
.  sufficiently  testify  that  they  are  upright  in  their 
hearts  before  God  ?  And  should  they  not  be 
encouraged  to  receive  the  Lt>rd*s  Supper,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  more  steadily  to  resist 
every  approach  to  dissimulation,  and  may  bind 
themselves  by  stronger  tiles  to  an  unreserved 
obedience  to  God? 

Others  may.  Fourthly,  dread  the  passi- 
hility  of  eating  and  drinking  damnation  ttnto 
themselves,  in  partaking  of  the  Lor^s  Supper. 
This  fear  has  a^tated  many  sincere  minds.  It 
has  arisen  from  the  language  of  the  Apostle, 
He  that  eateth  and  drinketh  untoorthify,  eaieth 

*  Bom.  viiL  14^24. 
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mud  drmketh  damnation  to  himself  K    But  it  is 

evident  that  the  Apostle  did  not  here  mean 

eternal,  damnation^  from  the  explanation  which 

he  Immediately  adds^  JFbr  this  cause  tnany  are 

weak  and  sickly  among  you^  and  many  sleep  \ 

The  temporal  judgments  of  God,  thwefore,  as 

consequent  upon  a  wilful  abuse  of  the  Lord*8 

Supper^  are  decidedly  intended.    Accordingly, 

the  word,    damnation,   here  means,    as  it  is 

given  in  the  margin  of  our  Bibles,  judgment^ 

which  ia  indeed  the  Apostle's  own  explication, 

in  verses  31,  32,  For  if '  toe  would  judge  our^ 

sehesy  we  should  not  be  judged.    But  when  we 

arejudgedy  we  are  chastened  of  the  Laitdy  that 

we  should  not  he  condemned  with  the  world  t 

which  undoubtedly  means.  That  if  we  would 

ex»ihine  ourselves  we  should  not  be  punished; 

liut  when  we  are  thus  punished,  we  are  chaste 

ened  of  the  Lord,  that  we  should  not  be  oon*> 

demned  with  the  worlds     The  apprehension, 

then,  of  eating  and  drmking  our  own  eternal 

damnation^  has    no  foundation    whatever  in 

this  passage  of  Holy  Writ.    Let  us  not,  there- 

a  1  Cor.  XL  29.  ♦  1  Con  xi.  SO. 

^  The  wordy  damnation^  has  somewhat  Taried  in  its 
measing  since  the  time  when  our  Bible  was  translatedi 
above  two  hundred  jears  ago.  It  then  was  synoninkous  witii 
the  word,  judgment.  In  like  manner,  the  word,  prevni, 
and  a  few  others,  have  altered  their  precise  signification, 
from  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  ordinary  changes  in  a  living 
language;  * 
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fbre^  be  terrified  with  the  apprehension  that  any 
peculiar  punishment  is  annexed  to  our  eating 
and  drinking  unworthily^  more  than  may  be 
feared  from  any  other  offence  against  God. 
Every  sin  exposes  to  eternal  death,  and  there- 
fore this  amongst  the  number;  but  he  that  con- 
fesseth  and  forsaketh  thb,  supposing  him  in* 
deed  to  have  committed  it,  as  well  as  any  other 
.  transgression,  shall  most  undoubtedly  ^find 
meny. 

But  still,  fifthly,  the  dread  of  eating  and 
drkJdng  unworthily  fnay  rest  on  the  mind.  If 
our  fears  on  this  head  arise  from  an  apprehen- 
sion that  we  are  not  in  a  state  deserving  to  par- 
take of  this  holy  Sacrament,  they  spring  en- 
tirely from  an  erroneous  sentiment.  No  one  in 
this  view  is  worthy  of  receiving  so  great  a  bless-^ 
ing.  But  the  expression  of  the  Apostle  refers  to 
a  suitable,  fit,  becoming  state  of  mind  in  par- 
taking of  the  Holy  Eucharist.  This  is  evident 
from  the  interpretation  which  he  himself  gives. 
He  that  eateth  and  drinheth  unworthily ^  eateth 
and  drinheth  damnation  unto  himse^^  not  dis-- 
ceming  the  Lord's  body^  not  perceiving  by  fisdth 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  not  distingaish- 
ing  between  the  consecrated  elements  of  his 
body  and  blood,  and  ordinaiy  food,  and  there- 
fore not  being  in  a  state  of  mind  suitable  for 
the  sacred  service.  Nor  is  this  use  of  the  word 
uncommon.    A  criminal  who  has  forfeited  his 
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life  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  is  wholly  un* 
worthy  of  the  kindness  of  a  benevolent  visitor; 
and  yet  if  he  listen  to  the  admonitions  of  snch 
an  instructor  with  meekness  and  contrition,  if 
he  welcome  the  truth  which  is  placed  before 
him,  and  appear  desirous  to  profit  by  it,  he 
may  properly  be  said  to  have  received  them 
worthily.  Every  notion  of  merit  must  be  care- 
fully excluded  from  our  views  of  the  Lonfs 
Supper.  '^  We  are  accounted  righteous  before 
God  only  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy 
and  not  for  our  own  works  and  deservings.**-— 
Art.  XI.  Our  worthiness  for  this  sacrament  is 
that  meetness  and  suitableness  which  conrists  in 
right  ideas  of  the  institution,  humble  renunda- 
ttOQ  of  our  own  righteousness  earnest  prayers 
for  an  interest  in  the  atonement  of  Christ,  and 
hearty  desires  to  be  devoted  to  his  service.  It 
is  the  fitness  of  a  contrite  sinner  for  receiving  the 
memorials  of  the  blessmgs  of  salvation.     . 

Some  may  be  deterred  from  approaching 
the  altar  of  their  Saviour,  Sixthly,  hy  a  fear 
lest  they  should  not  be  able  to  keep  the  vows 
which  they  undertake.  This  is  indeed  a  matter 
of  serious  consideration,  lind  may  well  awaken 
all  your  watchfulness  and  activity;  but  it  can 
assuredly  be  no  reason  why  you  should  not  bind 
yoursdf  by  those  vows,  which  you  are  called 
upon  by  every  motive  to  undeitake,  and  which 
th«  grace  of  God  can  as«ist  you  to  perform.    If 
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yoa  were  invited  to  make  an  ualawfal  or  ilnne* 
cessary  or  presumptaous  or  doabtfnl  vow;  yon 
m^ht  properly  hesitate ;  but  when  die  eagage* 
meats  of  the  Lord's  Supper  are  merely  those  of 
an  entire  separation  from  sin  and  a  hearty  reao* 
Intion  to  obey  God,  you  cannot  with  any  show  of 
reason  decline  them.  An  honest  mind  will  aot 
shrink  from  giving  assurances;  especially  when 
God  has  promised  the  supply  of  aD  needAd 
grace  to  ful£l  them,  when  the  very  giving  them 
is  a  natural  means  of  fixing  our  uncertain  hearts 
tfi  the  service  of  God^  and  when  the  sacrament 
which  seals  our  obligation,  is  the  means  of  con- 
veyijBg  the  grace  and  strength  for  carrying  them 
into  effect. 

Others  may  be  perplexed.  Seventhly,  miih 
fears  lest  difficulties  should  present  themselves 
M  the  part  of  persons  with  wham  they  are 
closely  connected.  We  are  timorous  in  what  is 
good.  We  apprehend  perhaps  an  opposition  to 
our  purposes  of  joining  the  Communion  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  from  those  around  us.  The 
child,  the  servant,  the  sister,  the  wife,  may  be 
alarmed  by  the  fear  of  those  relatives  or  other 
superiors  whom  they  are  required  to  love  and 
obey.  Or  they  may  be  delaying  their  own  par* 
tidpation  of  the  Sacrament,  under  the  hope  of 
inducing  the  individuals  in  question  to  join  with 
them  in  the  solemn  duty.  I  need  not  observe 
what  extreme  caution  over  our  own  spirit  is  ne- 
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ceflsary  in  the  discharge  of  any  one  doty,  wbep^ 
k  appears  to  militate  with  another.    Bui;  at  the 
same  time  we  must  remember  that  we  are  to  obey*^ 
God  rather  than  man.    We  mfiy  perhaps  pro-, 
perly  suspend  for  some  little  time  the  execution- 
even  of  so  good  a  purpose^  if  there  be  a  reason-^ 
able  pifospect  of  uniting  those^  whom  we  are 
bound  to  consult  on-^so  many  other  occasions^  in 
it.  But  there  is  great  danger  in  such  delibera-^ 
tions  of  that^ear  of  man  which  bringeth  a  snare^ 
The  words  of  our  Redeemer  must  thei-efore  be 
aver  present  with  us.  He  that  loveth  father  or 
mother  more  than  Hie,  is  not  tvorthy  of  me;  and 
he  that  loveth  wn  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is 
not  worthy  of  me-  Nor  should  we  forget  that  we 
are  never  warranted  in  omitting  a  positive  reli<» 
gious  duty,  by  any  calculation  of  temporal  in- 
conveniences; not  to  say  in  how  many  instancy 
it  ought  please  God  to  bless  our  firm  and  ope» 
profession  of  his  truth  to  the  spiritual  benefit  of 
tbe  very  individuals  whom  we  have  been  so  long 
anxious  to  conciliate. 

Lastly.  Many  may  be  disposed  to  say^  We 
dare  not  approach  so  awful  and  important  a  mys^ 
tery  as  the  Loris  Supper.  An  indescribable 
alarm  rests  on  some  minds,  especially  those  of 
young  persons,  respecting  the  Eucharist.  A 
holy  reverence  should  indeed  always  fill  our 
hearts  when  we  celebrate  the  most  solemn  of 
religious  duties;   yet  we  must  beware  of  an 
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dverwhdmiiig  and  therefore  excessive  apprehen- 
sion. Jesus  Christ  is  the  tender  and  graeiont 
Shepherd;  he  feeds  his  flock  with  all  care  and 
afiection.  He  will  not  break  the  bruised  reed^ 
nor  quench  the  smoking  flax.  He  presents  him* 
self  in  the  Sacramenti  not  in  the  terrors  of  the 
Jndge^  bnt  in  the  condescension  and  love  of 
the  Saviour.  Why  then  should  yon  not  believe 
his  promises  and  trust  his  grace^  connected  as 
they  are  with  the  most  express  invitation  and 
command  to  celebrate  this  feast  in  remem- 
brance of  Him }  You  dare  to  pray^  you  ven- 
ture to  hear  the  word  of  God  preached,  you  are 
bold  enough  to  supplicate  pardon  and  grace  at 
the  footstool  of  your  Saviour.  These  duties 
you  do  not  think  yourselves  justified  by  any 
excuses  for  neglecting.  Why  then  should  you 
dread  to  do  that  with  regard  to  the  Sacrament, 
which  you  constantly  ^o  as  to  the  word  of  God 
and  prayer  ?  The  same  blessings  are  exhibited 
in  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  you  have  already  most 
earnestly  sought.  Come  then,  with  composure  of 
spirit,  and  supplicate  that  pardon  and  strength, 
in  receiving  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  which 
you  have  so  often  implored  in  the  use  of  the 
other  means  of  spiritual  improvement  Fear 
not;  only  believe. 

I  pass  on.  Secondly,  to  the  objecticms.  on 
the  subject  of  the  Lord's  Supper  widch  occasion^ 
a%  perplex  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  con^ 
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9cieniumsfy  iitduxrging  this  part  of  their  duty 
08  Christians. 

Tbege  may  sometimes  arise  in  the  minds  of 
Christians,  First,  fram  the  idea  that  they  have 
not  found  the  benefit  they  '  expected  Jrbm  cele^ 
brating  these  holy  mysteries.  This  difficulty 
may  possibly  have  been  created  by  your  ex- 
pecting some  impressions  or  effects  not  autho- 
risEed  by  the  word  of  God,  or  by  your  looking 
for  these  consequences  in  a  manner  or  d^ee 
beyond  the  real,  rule  of  Scripture.  Or  you  may 
have  mistaken  an  occasional  depression  of  the 
animal  spirits  for  spiritual  desertion.  Or  it 
may  be  you  have  neglected  the  ordinary  means, 
^tber.  preparatory  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  fol- 
lomng  upon  it,  with  which  God  usually  con* 
nects  any  important  or  permanent  benefit.  Or 
you  may  have  at  some  times  been  blessed  with 
soch  elevated  and  holy  emotions  of  heart  at 
the  Lord's  Table,  as  have  led  you  to  conceive 
yourselves  wholly  destitute  of  any  advantage 
under  more  calm  and  sedate  exercises  of  devo- 
tion. But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  par- 
ticular cause  of  the  difficulty  you  feel,  let  it 
never  for  one  instant  deter  you  from  persevering 
in  a  regular  attendance  on  the  Holy  Communion. 
The  promises  of  God  can  never  foil.  Jesus 
Christ,  is  the  same,  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever.  Pray  only  for  more  fiaith,  implore  of  God 
a  corrected  and  enlarged  judgment,  wait  on 
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Him  for  the  italfitment  of  hiB  ow»  word,  look 
up  to  the  blessed  Savioar  for  his  presence  in  the 
rocdving  of  the  oousecrated  memorials  of  his 
love,  and  you  shall  obtain  all,  and  mora  than 
all,  the  blessings  I  have  mentioned;  you  shall 
find  that  Christ's  flesh  is  meat  indeed^  and  his 
hhod  is  drink  indeed. 

Some  Christiana  may  inqnire,  Secmdly, 
whether  ihey  should  continue  to  approach  the 
Tabk  of  their  Saviour  when  their  can$ciences 
are  hurden^i  uath  the  guilt  of  some  particuHflr 
Mt«  To  this  the  answer  is  obvious,  because  one 
end  of  recdiving  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ 
is  to  obtiun  the  very  blessings  of  pardon  and 
peace  of  conscience  which  the  objection  snp^ 
poses  to  be  most  wanted.  If  indeed,  unhappily, 
we  have  committed  some  aggravated  ofience 
against  God,  and  the  ordinary  period  cS  our 
partaking  of  the  Eucharist  be  near,  it  may  be 
expedient  to  abstain  for  that  season  from  the 
Lord's  Supper ;  but  this  abstinence  must  be  with 
the  express  intention  of  more  humbly  confii** 
sing  our  sins  before  God,  that  we  may  be  pre- 
parad  with  sincere  penitence  and  futh  to  renew 
the  covenant  we  have  violated,  and  apply  again 
for  that  seal  of  pardon  and  reconciliation  wUch 
we  so  much  need*  In  other  cases  which  may 
occur  of  our  consciences  being  burdened  with 
the  remembrance  of  particular  sins,  our  duty 
dearly  is  to  renounce  and  forsake  those  sins  with 
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tniMgiied  abhorveace,  dud  tlMD  to  pavtake  of 
the  body  and  Uood  of  CSuist,  that  we  may  be 
strengthened  in  our  vigorcrtis  rwistance  of  them. 

But  others  may  further  donbti  Thirdly^ 
whether^  when  they  are  in  a  declining  state  of 
reUgums  feelings^  they  mey  not  be  commuting  a 
greater  sin  by  receiving  the  Commuimn,  than  by 
omitting  it  fw  the  Hme  altogether.  To  this  I 
feply>  to  adopt  the  sentiments  of  an  able  Di« 
vine,  that  ^^  the  omission  of  the  Lord's  Suppec^ 
is  itself  a  sin  in  a  Christian  who  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  receiying  it,  and  a  greater  sin  than 
communicating,  with  whaterer  imperfection.** 
It  is  true,  it  is  our  duty  to  forbear  sin,  that  is^ 
all  those  actions  which  are  sins  in  their  own 
kind  and  nature;  but  not  those  actions  which 
may  become  sins  by  some  accident,  or  the  de^ 
fiact  of  some  circumstances.  In  this  case  the 
accidental  evil  is  to  be  avoided,  or  the  defect 
amended,  and  not  the  act  to  be  omitted.  Now^ 
receiving  the  Sacrament  is  of  itself  and  in  ita 
0wn  nature  good,  and  becomes  sinful  from  some 
adherent  corruption,  which  brings  a  defilement 
npon  it.  Our  concern,  therefore,  is  to  aim  at 
the  removal  of  this  defilement,  which  weakens 
and  pollutes  our  act  of  duty,  and  not  to  cease 
from  the  duty  itself. 

I  might  specify  various  other  objections 
which  may  disturb  the  consciences  of  Chris* 
tians  with  regard  to  the  Holy  Communion ;  but 
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I  forbear^  as  those  which  I  have  answered  may 
serve  to  saggest  saitable  replies  in  similar  cases. 
It  may^  however^  be  proper  here  to  mention, 
that  objections  are  sometimes  raised   against- 
partaking  of  the  Lord's  Sapper  upon  grounds 
very  different  from  any  of  those  which  I  have  as 
yet  adverted  to.    The  cases  I  have  considered 
are  those  of  persons  rincerely  in  earnest  abont 
spiritual  religion.  But  objections  are  also  made 
by  those  who  betray,  by  the  very  nature  of  them, 
a  totally  wrong  state  of  mind.    Many  persons, 
when  invited  to  prepare  for  this  important  duty, 
will  at  once  admit  that  they  ai*e  not  in  a  fit 
state  for  performing  it,  and  yet  wiU  renmn  for 
years  apparenily  quite  unconcerned  about  that 
entire  change  of  heart  and  character  which  they 
are  aware  is  necessary  to  their  rightly  receiving 
the  horSs  Supper.    Others  will  meet  every  ex- 
hortation addressed  to  them  on  the  subject,  by 
i^lyiiig*  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  make 
that  separation  from  the  amusements  and.pm^ 
suits  of  the  world  to  which  the  Sacrament  would 
hind  them.    It  is  not  uncommon,  moreover,  to 
hear  it  affirmed  by  some,  that  they  do  not  con^ 
sider  the  duty  so  essential  to  salvation  as.  we 
oideavour  to  represent  it;    whilst   too  many 
imagine  that    the  hurry  and   engagements  of 
their  families  is  an  adequate  reason  for  de- 
clining a  compliance  with  our  Saviour^s  com- 
mand.   Others  likewise,   though  living  in  the 
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commission  of  knoum  sin^  will  satisfy  themselves 
ill  continaing  it,  by  the  wretched  pretence^ 
that  they  do  not  receive  the  Holy  CommunioD. 
Many,  lastly,  either  defer  attending  to  the 
subject,  under  the  distant  and  slender  hope  of 
becoming  better  and  mjore  jU  for  celebrating  the 
Eucharist  herec^er;  or  rashly  and  superstitiopsly 
snppose  that  receiving  the  Communion  on  a  dying'* 
bed  will  be  sopie  security  for  the  admission  of 
their  souls  into  the  happiness  of  Heaven. 

To  these,  and  various  like  statements,  one 
answer  must  be  given.  They  all  proceed  from 
jpainds  fixed  on  the  love  and  practice  of  sin, 
and  unawakened  to  a  proper  feeling  of  the  na- 
ture and  importance  of  religion.  The  duty  of 
all  such  objectors  is  two-fold:  first,  to  repent 
and  believe  the  gospel;  and,  secondly,  thus 
repenting  and  believing,  to  prepare  for  celebra- 
ting, in  an  humble  and  spiritual  manner,  the 
most  blessed  mysteries  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ.  A  merely  external  participation  of  the 
Sacrament,  in  a  formal,  ignorant,  and  super- 
stitious state  of  mind,  can  indeed  only  increase 
the  guilt  of  those  who  so  profane  the  Redeemer's 
holy  institution.  No  one  is  to  be  encouraged  to 
such  a  profanation.  Those  who,  with  the  ob- 
jectors before  us,  consider  their  religious  duties 
as  in  some  way  meritorious  before  God,  and 
regard  the  Sacrament  as  a  finish  to  their  other 
performances,  are  fundamentally  wrong;  they 
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must  be  directed  to  fervent  prayer  to  God  Cmt 
spiritaal  illamination,  for  contrition  of  heart 
for  siii>  for  real  faith  in  the  sacrifice  of  the 
death  of  Chriot^  for  a  new  spirit  and  a  right 
conduct.  Till  they  have  thus  entered  in  earnest 
on  the  duties  of  religion  generally,  in  vain  will 
they  inquire  as  to  the  particular  duty  of  receiv- 
ing the  Lord's  Supper.  Hiey  must  become  in 
some  measure  true  Christians  before  they  cafe 
celebrate  the  Christianas  most  sacred  festival. 
They  must  learn  to  know,  and  value,  and  love 
the  Saviour,  before  they  can  approach  his  Table. 
They  must  have  spiritual  life,  before  they  can 
oflfer  up  spiritual  sacrifices. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


TdE   OBUOATIONS  WE   ARE   UNDER  TO  A  REGULAR 
PARTAKING  OF   THE   L0RD*8   SUPPER. 

I  NEED  say  less  on  this  topic,  after  the 
various  points  which  I  have  already  considered, 
because  every  thing  which  has  been  offered  with 
respect  to  the  institution  of  the  Sacrament,  the 
design  of  it,  and  the  blessings  to  be  derived 
£ndm  it,  immediately  tends  to  enforce  the  obli- 
gation under  which  we  lie  to  a  constant  rec^v*- 
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kig  of  it.    It  may  be  sufficient  to  notice  that 
the  obfigation  rests^ 

1.  On  the  express  command  of  our  Saviour 
Christ.  His  words  were.  Do  this  in  remem^ 
brance  of  me ;  words  delivered  when  he  was 
just  about  to  undergo  the  most  bitter  anguish  of 
his  passion^  and  which  therefore  should  move 
the  love^  as  well  as  ensure  the  obedience,  of 
those  who  profess  to  be  his  disciples.  The  com- 
mand is,  besides,  the  more  obligatory,  as  it  rests 
on  the  ground,  not  of  natural  duty,  but  of 
positive  institution ;  and  accordingly  the  obser^ 
▼ation  of  it  is  a  more  direct  acknowledgment 
6f  the  authority  of  Christ,  and  the  neglect  of  it 
is  more  immediately  connected  with  a  marked 
contempt  of  his  power  and  grace.  Add  to  this, 
that  it  was  the  last  .mandate  of  a  dying  friend, 
and  that  friend  our  Redeemer  and  Lord ;  circum-* 
stances  which,  even  in  ordinary  cases  of  human 
aflfection,  give  a  sanctity  to  an  injunction,  and 
Which  should  much  more  do  so  with  respect  to 
the  blessed  Saviour  of  our  souls.  The  command 
also  is  one  which  the  Apostle  Paul  has  largely 
enforced  and  explained,  far  beyond  any  other 
similar  topic ;  a  fact  which  evidently  shows  the 
high  importance  we  should  attach  to  the  insti- 
tution. The  simplicity  of  the  rite,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  burdensome  ceremonies  of  the  Mo- 
saic Law,  whilst  it  increases  the  facility  of 
complying  with  the  duty,  augments  its  obliga- 
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tion ;  to  all  which,  when  we  farther  subjoin 
that  the  Christian  Church  has  in  every  age 
fulfilled  this  their  Lonf s  command,  and  has 
thos  given  all  the  encouragement  of  prescrip- 
tion and  example  to  the  conscientious  perfcNrm- 
ance  of  the  duty,  it  will  iq>pear,  I  think,  be- 
yond all  dispute,  that  it  is  indispensably  bind- 
ing on  every  Christian. 

But  the  obligation  to  this  duty  is  not  less 
apparent  if  we  take  into  view, 

2.  The  henefit  of  our  oum  swls.  Every 
motive  to  be  derived  from  the  value  of  the 
soul  of  man,  and  the  importance  of  spiritual 
religion  for  his  present  and  future  happiness,  is 
united  in  the  case  of  this  blessed  Sacrament. 
Tht  due  and  humble  participation  of  it  brings 
with  it  unspeakable  blessings ;  the  omission  of 
it,  where  it  is  wilful,  is  inconsistent  with  a 
state  of  grace  and  acceptance  with  God.  All 
the  obligation,  then,  that  can  rest  on  an  ac- 
countable being  to  consult  his  highest  interests, 
and  on  a  sinner  under  a  dispensation  of  grace  to 
avail  'himself  of  the  oflfers  of  divine  mercy,  en- 
forces the  necessity  of  partaking  of  that  sacra- 
ment which  is  the  seal  and  bond  of  all  the  bless^ 
ings  of  salvation,  and  is  the  means  of  conveying 
to  us  strength  and  support  here,  and  preserving 
us  to  everlasting  life  hereafter. 
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CONCLUSION, 


SiKCBRBiiY  therefore  would  I  hope  that  all 
into  whose  hands  this  Address  may  fall^  will  be 
convinced , of  the  obligation  under  which  they 
lie  to  partake  in  a  suitable  manner  of  the  Lord's 
Sapper. 

It  remains  only^  that,  to  promote  this  eqd 
still  fhrther,  I  enforce,  in  condnsion,  the  ob- 
ligation I  have  explained, 

I.  On  those  who  majf  he  Iwing  in  sin  and 
negligence  ef  religion,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
horting them  to  repent  and  turn  to  God.  Let 
such  remember,  that  whilst  they  are  unfit  for 
the  Holy  Communion,  as  at  present  they  un- 
doubtedly are,  they  are  equally  unfit  to  die 
and  appear  before  God  in  judgment.  Let 
them  call  to  mind  that  the  same  state  of  heart 
which  would  lead  them  to  living  fidth  in.the 
Son  of  God,  would  prepare  them  for  celebrate 
log  the  memorials  of  his  death.  Their  con- 
tinuance then  in  habits  of  sin  brings  on  them, 
not  <mly  the  immediate  guilt  of  the  acts  of 
provocation  which  they  commit  against  God^ 
but  also  that  mediate  and  remote  criminality 
which  is  connected  with  their  renouncing  vir- 
tuaUy  their  holy  profession,  disallowing  the 
dedication  made  of  thepi  to  God  in  baptism. 
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and  remaining  unfit  to  celebrate  those  mysteries 
of  religion  which  are  absolutely  essential  to 
the  name  of  a  sincere  Christian.    Every  one^ 
in  fact^  who  was  in  infancy  admitted  to  the  Sa- 
crament of  Baptism,  and  there  deroted  to  the 
love  and  service  of  God  the  Father,  the  Sod, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,   and  who,    being  now 
arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  Kves  in  a  conrse 
of  life  which  incapacitates  him  for  participating 
aright    in    the    Communion  of  Jesus  Christ, 
dots  virtually  trample  under  f&ot  the  Son  ef 
Oody  counts  the  blood  of  the  Qwenant  u^tere* 
wkh  he  was  sanctified  an  unholy  things  and 
does  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace.    The  fear-* 
fill  state  of  such  a  person  I  need  not  describe. 
When  he  leaves  the  temple  of  God,  where  tfae 
mysteries  of  Christ  are  about  to  be  celebrated^ 
he  turns  away  frcmi  Him  that  speahethfrom 
hemen ;  he  declares  that  he  has  no  part  nor  lot 
in  the  miOter,  he  judges  himself  unworthy  of 
Vernal  Itfe.    Let  me  affeotionatdy  call  on  such 
to  consider  their  ways,  to  hear  the  voice  of 
mercy,  to  yield  themselves  unto  God,  and  to 
stibmit  to  the  sceptre  of  Chiist    Then  will  the 
Ohurch  welcome  them  to  this  Holy  Sapper; 
then  wUl  the  Saviour  feed  them  wiUi  his  pee- 
dons  body  and  blood;  then  shall  they  know 
the  blessedness  and  peace  which  spring  from 
pardon   and   acceptance  with  God,    and  the 
strength    and  consolation  which  ai*e  derived 
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from  that  Sacrament  which  is  the  means  of 
building  them  up  to  eternal  life. 

II.  Allow  me  next  to  preds  the  obligation 
of  receiving  the  Holy  Eucharist  on  those  who 
are  hesitating  as  to  the  coufse  tliey  should 
pursue.  You  have  been  devoted  to  God  in  the 
Sacrament  of  Baptism;  you  have  been  blessed 
perhaps  with  much  religious  instruction ;  you 
have  some  good  impressions  on  your  minds 
towards  God;  your  lives  and  conduct  are  ami- 
able and  respectable :  but  yet  you  delay  the 
time  of  publicly  devoting  yourselves  to  Christ  at 
bis  holy  institution;  you  halt  between  two  opi" 
nions.  O,  let  me  beseech  you  to  clioose  this  day 
fjofiom  you  mil  serve.  Let  me  urge  on  your 
consciences  the  duty  of  deciding  for  God.  Let 
me  remind  you,  that  the  nearer  you  seem  to 
heaven^  If  at  last  you  should  fall  short  of  it, 
the  more  lamentable  will  be  the  event.  Let 
me  tell  you,  that  he  that  is  not  with  Christ 
is  against  him;  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with 
him,  scatter eth'ahroad^  .0,  remember  r^ow  your 
Creator  in  the  days  of  your  ^ottM';>  enter  seri* 
ously  on  the  consideration  of  the  Lord's  Sup^ 
per;  implore  fervently  the  grace  you  require 
for  partaking  of  it  in  a  suitable  state  of:  mind ; 
seal  your  covenant  with  God;  cpAfess  your 
Saviour  publicly  before  men ;  jdiA  yourselves 
fully  to  his  mystical  body;  and  doubt  tiot  of 
receiving  your  Saviour's  grace  at  his  Table  to 

VOL.  ir.  K  B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


418  A  PIUCnCAIi  A0D1IBS8 

enable  you  to  fulfil  yoor  vaw8«  Tims  shall  yoa 
look  back  in  future  fife  on  the  season  when  yon 
first  approached  the  Holy  Communion^  as  a 
time  evefr  to  be  recorded  with  devout  thankfol<<* 
ness  to  the  God  of  your  salvation. 

Lastly,  Let  me  urge  the  obligation  of  re- 
ceiving the  Lord*6  Supper  on  those  who  are  m 
the  habit  of  ferfotming  this  duty,  vnth  the 
view  of  exhorting  them  to  a  more  regular  and 
conscientious  discharge  of  it.  TVx)  many  are 
defective  in  these  respects.  Let  me  invite  such 
to  entertain  an  increasing  esteem  of  this  institu* 
tion^  and  never  to  rest  satisfied  without  receiving 
some  distinct  and  practical  and  abiding  advan^ 
tage  from  it.  Let  no  opportunity  of  joining  in 
this  celebration  be  willingly  omitted.  Rather 
look  forward  with  anticipation  and  joy  to  the 
seasons  as  they  approach.  Cultivate  that  high 
value  and  love  for  it  which  will  always  bear 
some  proportion  to  your  love  to  the  Saviour  who 
instituted  the  Sacrament^  and  who  never  ceases 
to  bless  it.  Be  diligent  in  seeking  the  pres^ice 
and  grace  of  God  in  your  preparation  for  it^  as 
well  as  in  the  dischaiige  of  the  duties  to  wlnck 
from  time  to  time  it  binds  you.  And  may  God 
grant  that  the  writer  of  these  Unes  aakl  the 
readers  of  them,  may  ever  continue  united  to 
the  mystical  body  ol  Christ,  may  be  nourished 
in  the  union  of  that  body  by  the  most  pi-ediotis 
food  provided  at  the  Supper  of  the  Lord  our 
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Redeemer^  and  may  be  so  strengthened  and 
nourished  by  that  and  the  other  means  of  grao^ 
that  they  may  be  preserved  by  the  power  and 
mercy  of  thdr  Savioar,  and  the  inflnence  of  his 
Spirit,  through  the  various  temptations  of  diis 
life,  till  at.  length  they  attain  td  everlasting 
salvation ! 
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PLAIN  AND  AFFECTIONXTE 

ADDRESS, 

8sc. 


My  Young  Friends^ 

Thb  Bishop  having  given  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion of  holding  a  Confirmation  in  this  Diocese^ 
I  am  desirous  of  addressing  you^  as  plainly  as  I 
can,  on  the  many  important  subjects  whiqh  yon 
are  in  consequence  called  to  consider.  May 
God,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  bless  what  I  may 
write  to  your  spiritual  and  eternpl  benefit. 

I  will  endeavour  to  explain  to  you, 
L  What  Confibbution  is. 
IL  Who  au  the  pbbsons  iifvrrBD  iso  w 
CoiiraufED. 

Ill*  What  is  the  preparation  thbyshouu) 

BfAKB. 

IV.  What  are  the  chief  parts  in  the 
ORDER  OF  Confirmation  to  be  used  by  «hb 
Bishop. 

E  E  4 
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V.  What  are  the  blessings  which  they  who 
ARE  Confirmed  may  expect  to  receive. 

VI.  What    are    the  especial    duties    to 

WHICH   THEY  WILL  BE   BOUND. 

VII.  What  are  the  motives  by  which  they 

SHOULD   BE    INFLUENCED. 

Concluding  with  suitable  prayers. 


CHAPTER  I. 

WHAT   CONFIRMATION   IS. 


Tbe  word  Confirmation  means  strengtbeDing 
or  establishing.  It  is  applied  to  tbe  religious 
rite  of  laying  on  of  bands,  because  the  young 
person  then  confirms  and  ratifies,  in  bis  own 
person,  the  vows  which  bad  been  made  for  bim 
at  his  baptism;  and  tbe  Bishop  confirms  and 
strengthens  him  in  his  pious  resolutions,  by 
prayer,  and  imposition  of  his  hands.  The 
sim|^le  design  of  it  is,  that  those,  who  have 
been  devoted  to  God  in  infancy  in  the  sacrament 
of  Baptism,  may,  when  they  come  to  years  of 
discretion,  take  upon  themselves  the  solemn 
engagements  which  were  made  for  them  by  their 
godfathers  and  godniotbers,  by  a  public  and 
direct  acknowledgnoent  and  confirmation  of 
their  baptismal  covenant  with  God»  before  the 
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Bishop,  and  the  whole  Church;  and  that  they 
may  receive  the  benefit  of  public  prayer  and 
episcopal  benediction^  with  the  ancient  and 
scriptural  rite  of  laying  on  of  hands,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  so  confirmed  and  strengthened 
by  God's  Holy  Spirit,  as  to  be  enabled  to  per- 
form their  vows,  and  adorn  their  Christian  pro- 
fession, and  may  be  afterwards  admitted  to  the 
Lord's  Table,  as  complete  members  of  tha 
visible  Church  of  Christ. 

This  rite  is  derived  from  the  practice  of  the 
Apostles.  We  are  informed]^  that  when  the  in- 
habitants of  Samaria  had  been  converted  and 
baptized,  and  had  received  the  word  of  God, 
the  Apostles,  St.  Peter  and  St.  John,  were  sent 
to  lay  their  hands  on  these  new'  converts,  that 
they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost'.  And  the 
disciples  at  Ephesus,  after  they  had  been  bap^ 
tized  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  were  confirmed  by 
St.  Paul,  who  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  and 
they  received  the  Holy  Ghost*.  And  though 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  blessed  Spirit 
have  ceased,  yet  the  ordinary  influences  of  his 
grace  are  still  granted,  and  are  as  necessary  now 
to  the  great  purposes  of  sanctification  as  in  the 
first  ages  of  the  Church;  and  indeed  it  seems 
evident  that  the  Apostle  Paul  alludes  to  the 
continuance  of  this  rite,  as  an  ordinary  means 

'  Acts,  viii.  14f— 17.  »  Acts,  xix.  1—7. 
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of  ptrwgtibewDg  tbe  faitb  of  ChrwfMMi  by 
jmQing  i%  with  Ooptwm,  aod  d^wriblBg  hoth  w 
wmoiig  tba  first  prineiplaB  of  tbe  omoles  <tf 
God'.  It  19  a  poiot  beyontf  all  donbt^  that 
foeh  has  been  the  ofwion  <tf  the  Charch  from 
tbe  very  times  of  th^  Apostles.  Tertiillian^  wbo 
fkmrisbed  only  eigbty  years  after  ISt.  Joho^  and 
18  very  ireful  im  relating  tbe  practice  of  tbe 
primitive  Cbrn^i  bu  tbese  words:  '^  After 
Baptism  succeeds  laying  on  of  bands^  by  prayer 
calling  for  and  inviting  tbe  Holy  Spirit^*'  St. 
Cypriani  wbo  flourished  about  sixty  yeus  after 
TertnUian,  remvks>  on  tbe  History  of  the 
Samaritan  Convert!^  '^  tbe  same  thing  is  prae^ 
tised  anmQg  us^  that  tbey  wbo  are  baptized  m 
tbe  Church  are  presented  to  the  governors  of  it, 
that  by  their  prayers  and  imposition  of  bands^ 
tbey  may  obtain  the  Holy  Gbosf;,  and  be  per-« 
fected  with  tbe  seal  of  Christ^'*  «  And  though,- 
•aitb  St.  Aug^9tine^  ^'  the  spe$d&ing  ^th  tongues 
and  worldng  of  miracles  do  not  now  attend  the 
laying  on  of  bands^  as  in  the  days  of  tbe  Apo- 
stle, yet  any  one  may  know  whether  he  has  re- 
onved  tbe  Hdy  Crbost»  by  tbe  love  he  bears  to 
bis  biPtiier,  and  Ms  desire  of  the  peace  and  unity 
of  the  Church  of  Christ/*  And  St.  Jerome 
9pefik9  of  it  distinctly,  as  recommwded  by  tbe 

3  Heb.  ▼.  12.  ▼!.  1,2.  s  Epist  73. 

«  De  Bapt.  c,  8.  ^  Tirgct  6,  in  I  Ep.  John. 
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^ufttWK  of  ttifi  wbole  Chiistiw  world;  and  then 
9ddif>  ^^  Wbea  peiWBB  are  baptised  in  the  in^ 
icdor  (oww  by  priests  and  deacons^  the  Efishop 
travels  ovt  to  them,  to  lay  bis  band  apop  tbem 
and  invoke  tbe  Holy  Spirit'/'  Indeed^  the 
ceremony  of  imploring  the  divine  gra^e^  by  tbe 
la^g  on  of  hands,  seems  to  have  been  derived 
tmn  the  pious  and  simple  practice  of  the  Patri* 
aix:hs»  to  have  been  preserved  among  the  nsagen 
of  the  Jews,  adopted  and  author^ed  by  our 
blessed  Biivioar»  employed  by  tbe  Apostles,  and 
continued  in  the  church  to-the  present  time.  In 
fact,  the  observance  is  so  natural,  so  pleasing, 
so  important,  and  so  free  from  superstition, 
that,  if  there  were  less  argument  for  it  to  be 
derived  from  Scripture,  it  might  be  safely 
allowed  to  i^t  on  the  obvious  ground  of  its 
eminent  simplicity  and  usefulness.  A  more 
uSuHiug  eight  is  scareely  tp  be  seen  than  that  of 
a  number  of  young  persons  coming  forward^  in 
die  presence  of  tbe  €bttrcb»  to  join  themselves 
pubUdy  to  f^ir  Sorionr^  in  the  bonds  0f  his 
oovenant,  and  to  eeek  the  paternal  prayers  and 
blesfilngs  of  their  Bicd^ps  on  their  tender  and 
newly^brmed  reaolutions*  £very  visible  Church 
of  Christ  has  aeeordingiy  reigned  either  this 
rite  of  Confirmation,  or  some  other  analogous 
to  it,  by  wMeh  those,  who  were  devoted  to  God 
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in  their  infancy,  might  be  confirmed  in  their 
pious  designs  of  personally  following  the  Saviour, 
£ind  might  be  admitted  into  the  full  communion^ 
of  the  body  of  Christ.  The  corrupt "  Church  of 
Rome  has  indeed  debased  this  primitive  ordi- 
nance, as  it  has  almost  every  doctrine  and 
practice  of  the  Scripture,  and  has  loaded  it  with 
many  unscriptural  and  superstitious  ceremonies; 
but  this  may  only  serve  the  more  to  recommend 
to  us  the  native  and  lovely  character  of  the  rite 
itself,  as  it  is  retained  in  our  Protestant  Church. 


CHAPTER  II. 

WHO  ARE  THE  PERSONS  INVITED  TO  BE  CONFIRMED. 

They  are  the  younger  members  of  Christian 
families,  who  have  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  being 
dedicated  to  God  in  their  infancy,  who  have 
had  prayers  offered  and  vows  undertaken  in 
their  behalf,  who  have  been  baptized  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  been  made  partakers  of  all  the 
privileges  of  a  covenant  relation  to  God.  These 
persons  having  attained  the  age  of  reason,  and 
being  disposed  and  assisted  by  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  take  upon  themselves  the  pro- 
fession of  their  Christian  faith,  and  ratify,  in 
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jtheir  own  name;,  the  vows  formerly  made  for 
them^  are  invited  to  present  themselves  to  the 
Bishop  to  be  confirmed.    The  age  is  not  de- 
termined by  the  Churchy  but  is  expressed  gene- 
rally by  the  words^  '^  a  competent  age,"  which 
implies  that  none  should  be  admitted  till  they 
can  understand  the  nature  of  the  obligations 
they  are  to    take  upon  themselves, ,  and  are 
capable  of  forming,  in   dependance  on  divine 
grace,  a  determination  to  love  and  serve  their 
Redeemer.    It  is  commonly  understood,  how-^ 
ever,  that  young  persons  who  have. attained  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  senously  desiring  to.^e^ 
vote  themselves  to  God,  under  a  sense  of  tfaei^ 
need  of  pardon,    reconciliation^    and.  spiritual 
grace,  are  the  proper  persons  to  be  encouraged 
BXkd  invited  to  join  in  this  delightful  and  hoBOur^t 
able  duty. 


CHAPTER  III. 

WHAT  IS.  THE.  PREPARATION  TO   BE   MADE  BY  THOSE 

,,  WHO   ARE   ABOUT  TO   BE    CONFIRMED. 

*  * 

This  is  a  most  important  part  of  my  subject, 
and  will  require  to  be  entered  into  at  some 
length.  May  God  be  with  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit 
in  considering  it ! 
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I  obierfe  tben^  in  gBiMtlf  that  this  pfeptf^ 
ratioa  codmts  in  h  penitent  sense  of  sb^  in  an 
hnmUe  fiadth  in  tbe  raertfs  and  atoneoMnt  ctf 
Jeiiis  Cbrist^  hi  a  siacers  desh^  to  be  renewed 
and  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  m  a  leso^ 
hidon  to  be  demoted  to  die  service  and  glory  of 
God,  according  to  die  covenant  of  grace.  lle» 
pentaaoe^  fiuth^  asd  obedienee,  are  the  som  of 
what  yon  are  to  sedc  for. 

Remember,  theKfbre>  that  yoa  are  not  to 
prepare  for  Confirmstlon  as  a  mere  matter  of 
form  or  cerenKny;  mudb  fees  with  a  bfind 
i«pemtitioiis  rdiaace  on  the  oid;w«d  dnty:  neU 
ther  a»e  yon  to  invs^fine  tlmt  yon  can  mske  your- 
selves wort%  of  God*s  grace,  nor  are  yon  hi 
any  respect  to  depend  tipcn  the  performance^  ef 
tUs  dnty  Bi  aiMKy  of  meiit  eir desert  before i3tid: 
tUs  would  be  to  lay  the  foundations  of  fUs  act 
inpride^  ignorance^  and  presumption.  The  pre- 
paration you  are  te  mdce  is  tbat  which  becomes 
a  sinner  in  approaching  the  Holy  God  as  re- 
vealed in  Jesus  Christy  in  order  ^to  enter  into 
covenant  mth  him. 

To  this  end,  F\nt,  Be  Jirmly  penmuki  af 
the  truth  qf  Cbristimiijf.  When  you  aae  about 
to  enter  on  so  solemn'an  engagement,  it  is  im* 
portent  for  ytttt  to  review  the  evidences  d  your 
foith;  Recofieet,  then,  the  arguments  wMch 
are  to  be  derived  from  the  accomplishnlent  <^ 
prophecies,  and  the  performance  Of  miracles; 
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fh>m  the  character  <^  Cbridt;  from  the  purity 
ci  bis  doctrines^  and  the  e:itcelleticy  of  hte 
precepts>  confirmed  by  his  resurrection  from  the 
dead;  from  the  rapid  propagation  of  the  Gospel 
through  the  world ;  from  its  stutabkness  to  our 
state  and  wants;  from  its  actual  effiscts  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  those  who  obey  it;  »!id 
from  the  inefficient  and  debased  nature  of  every 
pretended  revelation. 

Secondly^  Labour  to  be  deeptg  ajffetied  toUk 
your  lost  estate  as  tremsgressars  be/we  God. 
Let  it  be  your  prayer  to  be  abased  and  humbled 
for  your  original  and  actual  ritt.  Consider 
that  yoa  were  bom  in  sin,  and  shapen  fn 
inifidtjf;  remember  the  Holy  Law  of  Go4, 
which  requires  truth  in  the  inward  parts;  eom^ 
pare  yomr  hearty  motives^  dispositions^  temper^ 
and  conduct^  with  this  unerring  rale;  hear  the 
law  pronoanee  you  accursed;  see  the  just  indigo 
nation  cK  the  righteous  God  hanging  <^er  yen ; 
think  of  the  terrors  of  death  and  jtidgment,  and 
the  awful  state  of  those  who  die  in  their  shis; 
pray  to  the  Blessed  Spirit  to  enable  you  to  pef*- 
eeive  and  feel^  with  geimine  eontritbn  of  hearty 
the  whole  ruin^  misery,  cendemnation,  guHt^ 
and  helplessness,  of  your  fallen  condition. 

Thircfiy.  Fiew  by  fcnth  ike  sihipendaus 
mercy  of  Ood  in  his  only  begotten  Son.  Con« 
sMer  the  bomidless  grace  and  love  of  God  in 
£^ng  his  own  Sott  as  the  Saviour  oJT  sinners; 
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meditate  on  the  dignity  and  glory  of  his  person 
as  God^  and  the  humiliation  and  abasement  of 
his  character  as  made  man;  see  him  in  bis 
agony  in  the  garden,  bearing  the  wrath  of  God 
for  our  sins;  follow  him  to  the  court  of  Caia- 
phas,  and  the  tribunal  of  Pilate,  and  mark 
the  indignities  inflicted  on  the  innocent  Saviour; 
go  with  him  to  the  Mount  of  Calvary;  and 
view  him  hanging  on  the  accursed  tree,  be- 
tween two  malefactors.  He  thirsts,  he  bleeds, 
he  bears  the  reproaches  of  men,  he  endures 
the  desertion  of  his  Heavenly  Father;  the 
spear  transfixes  his  side,  the  thorny  crown 
pierces  his  head,  the  rugged  nsuls  rend  his 
hands  and  his  feet.  See,  nature  is  shrouded  in 
darkness^  the  vail  of  the  temple  is  rent  in 
twain,  the  rocks  are  convulsed,  when  Jesus  the 
Lamb  of  God  expires  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 
There,  in  that  afl^'^^cting  view,  learn  the  way  of 
pardon,  the  source  of  reconciliation,  the  ground 
of  righteousness,  the  medium  of  justification, 
the  only  meritorious  cause  of  acceptance  before 
God. 

Fourthly.  Endeavour  to  understand  the 
Covenant  of  Grace,  as  revealed  in  the  blessed 
Saviour.  We  find  this  described,  Heb.  viii. 
10 — 12,  which  is  a  citation  from  the  prophet 
Jeremiah :  For  this  is  the  covenant  that  I  will 
make  with  the  house  of  Israel;  after  those  days, 
saith  the  Lord,  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ABOUT    TO  BB   CONVIRMBD.  438 

mind,    and    write    them  in   their   hearts;  and 
I  will  be  to   them  a   God,    and  they  shall  he 
to   me   a  people.      And  they  shall    not  teach 
tvery  man  his  neighbour  and  every  man  his  bro^ 
ther,    sayings    Know  the  Lord:  for  all  shall 
know  me,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest.    For  I 
will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteousness,    and 
their  sins  and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember 
no  more.    The  sum  of  which  is,  first,  a  most 
gracious  promise  made  to  os  by  God,  to  send 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  sanctify  our  hearts;  secondly^ 
a  condescending  engagement  to  take  us  into  the 
nearest  union  with  himself;  thirdly,  a  promise 
of  bestowing  on  us  spiritual  illumination  and 
knowledge;    and,    fourthly,    all  these  flowing 
from  the  great  ori^nal  mercy  of  pardon  and 
justification,  through  the  merits  of  the  divine 
Mediator  of  this  New  Covenant,  the  eternal 
Son  of  God.    So  that,  on  your  truly  believing 
on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  will  become 
interested  in  these  inestimable  blessings;  you 
may  expect,  in  the  use  of  appointed  means  and 
the  diligent  discharge  of  every  duty,  the  con- 
stant influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  form  you 
more  and  more  for  holiness  of  disposition  and 
conduct  here,  and  for  eternal  glory  hereafter; 
you  may  trust  that  God  will  become  your  God, 
aod  you  his  people;  and  that  thus,  sincere  obe- 
dience to  God*s  commands  will  be  inseparably 
and  delightfully  connected  with  the  free  pardon 
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and  salvation  of  your  souls  in  Christ  Jesiuu 
This  covenant  then^  ordered  in  all  things  and 
sure,  must  be  a  main  point  of  yonr  regard  in 
your  preparation  for  being  confirmed.  It  must 
be  aU  your  salvation,  and  all  your  desire. 

Fifthly,  CaU  to  mind,  with  devout  thankful- 
ness, the  privileges  to  which  you  have  already 
been  admitted  in  your  baptism.  You  are  not  like 
others^  who  stand  in  no  special  relation  to  God. 
You  have  been  solemnly  dedicated  to  him  by 
your  parents.  Your  godfathers  and  godmothers 
have  undertaken  to  the  Church,  in  your  name, 
that  you  should  devote  yourselves  to  the  service 
of  Christ;  you  have  been  made  partakers  of 
the  blessings  of  this  everlasting  covenant,  so 
fax  as  you  were  then  capable  of  them ;  the  sign 
and  seal  of  God's  grace  have  been  administered 
to  you;  you  have  a  more  direct  interest  in  the 
promises  of  the  gospel,  and  in  the  prayers  of 
the  whole  Church  of  Christ;  you  have  been 
baptized  in  the  name  of  God  the  Father,  as 
your  creator  and  gracious  benefactor,  of  the 
Eternal  Son  as  your  merciful  Saviour,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  as  your  sanctifier  and  com^ 
forter ;  you  have  thus  already  been  made  par- 
takers of  what  may  be  properly  termed  Rege- 
neration, iu  a  baptismal  and  covenant  s^ise. 
It  will  therefore  be  no  small  part  of  your  pre- 
sent concern  to  weigh  deeply  the  unspeakable 
mercy  of  God,  in  thus  having  received  you  to 
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his  holy  Baptism ;  to  meditate  with  seriousness 
on  the  whole  of  the  service  of  oar  Church  used 
on  that  occasion;  and  to  pray  fei-vently,  now 
that  you  Qome  to  be  confirmed^  that  you  may 
be  truly  and  inwardly  regenerate,  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  your  minds,  born  of  God,  and  en- 
dued with  the  tempers  and  dispositions  of  his 
children. 

Sixthly.  JTou  mu^  commit  to  memory  the 
short  Catechism  of  the  Church ;  and  especially 
that  holy  vow,  which  was  made  for  you  in  your 
Baptism,  and  which  yovk  are  to  take  upon  yourselvei 
when  you  are  confirmed.  You  must  earnestly 
pray  for  grace,  to  renounce  the  Devil  and  all  his 
works,  such  as  blasphemy,  pride,  witchcraft, 
idolatry,  falsehood,  envy,  malice,  discontent, 
exposition  to  the  will  of  God,  hatred  of  his  holy 
petfections,  unbelief,  rejection  of  his  gospel, 
delight  in  wickedness,  and  the  allurement  of 
others  to  sin.  You  must  resolve  to  renounce 
the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world, 
rach  as  the  inordinate  pursuit  of  riches,  ho^ 
Hours,  and  greatness;  excess  in  eating  and 
drinking ;  all  vain  and  foolish  mis-employments 
of  time;  stage-plays,  operas,  and  other  se- 
dncing  amusements;  the  pleasures,  maums, 
and  example  of  the  ungodly  part  of  mankind, 
with  all  the  gaudy  follies  and  pernicious  vanities 
of  a  world  which  lieth  in  wickedness.  You 
must  renounce  also  all  the  sinful  lusts  of  the 
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fleshy  the  corrupt  inclioatioQp  and  desires  o^ 
^he  heart  after  sinful  objects^  and  especially  all 
the  impure  and  defiling  passions  of  our  fidlen 
nature^  that  you  may  keep  your  bodies  in  pu- 
rity,  temperance^  and  chastity,  that  your  mem- 
bers may  be  members  of   Christ,    and   your 
whole  bodies  an  hahitation  of  God^  through  the 
Spirit.     Your  vow  also   binds  you   to  believe^ 
all  the  articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  especially 
those  relating  to  the  fall  of  man,  the  evil  of 
sin,    the    curse  of   the  law,    the  person  and; 
glory  of  Christ,    the  atonement  of  the  cross, 
the  grace  of  the  Holy  Qhost,  the  jk>ve  pf  God, 
the  necessity  of  a  new  creation,  the  Christian 
privileges,  walk,  aqd  obedience.    The  sum  of 
all  which  is  comprehended  in  recei^ng  Jesu^ 
Christ    firom    your  heart   in  his   peculiar  of-> 
fices:  as  your  prophet,  to  teach  you;  as  youi: 
priest,  to  atone  for  your  sins;  and  as  your  king^ 
to  rule  and  reign  in  your  whole  soqlfi.     Th^ 
capital  point  you  must  believe,  not  with  a  cold^ 
notional,  dead  faith,  but  with  a  living,  spiritoaJ, 
am}  cordial  acquiescence  of  the  miad,  repovng 
on  Christ  as  your  friend,   your,  portion,  your 
rock,  your  refuge,  your  comfort,  master,  ai^d 
only  Saviour.  You  are,  lastly,  to  resolve  to  keep 
God^s  holy  will  and  commandments,  and  to  wilh 
in  the  same  all  the  days  of  your  life.     It  must 
be  your  firm  purpose  to  enter  on  the  paths  of 
holy  obedience,  keeping  God's  commandmeiits 
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with  yoar  whole  hearty  and  deiighting  in  has 
ikw  after  the  inner  man- 
As  this  is  the  leading  engagement  you  afe 
to  make^  let  me  intreat  you  to  consider  it  again 
and  again;  let  me  exhort  you  (to  allude  to  our 
Saviour's  parable)  to  sit  down  and  count  the 
cost  before  you  begin  to  build.  Let  me  beg  of 
you  to  implore  of  God  his  grace^  to  form  your 
mind  to  a  resolution  which  en^braces  an  entire  se- 
paration from  the  proud  and  malicious  works  of 
the  Devil,  the  sinful  pomps  of  the  world,  and 
the  corrupt  desires  of  the  flesh,  which  binds 
you  to  an  humble  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  a  cru- 
cified Saviour,  and  which  pledges  you  to  an  un- 
<leviating  course  of  devoted  love  and  obedience. 
Seventhly.  Read  over,  with  repecUed  care, 
the  Order  of  ConfirmatUm  in  the  Common 
Prayer  Book.  Almost  all  other  directions  might 
be  reduced  to  this.  If  you  can  truly  enter  into 
that  spiritual  service,  you  cannot  be  unprepared 
for  undertaking  the  obligations  to  which  it  binds 
you.  If  your  desires  are  those  which  the  Church 
directs  the  Bishop  to  express  for  you,  and  your 
views  of  the  rite  such  as  the  prayers  there  set 
forth,  you  may  humbly  trust  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  disposed  your  heart  to  ratify,  with 
seriousness  and  advantage,  the  vows  which  were 
made  for  you  in  your  baptism^ 

Eighthly.    Be  very  frequent  and  earnest  in 
prayer  to  Qod  to  bestoto  on  you  his  Blessed  Spi^ 
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rii.  Every  spiritual  affection  is  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  His  influences  are  as  neeessaiy  to 
the  q^ritual  life  as  the  air  we  breathe  is  to  the 
natural.  It  is  by  Us  grace  alone  that  the  eyes 
of  our  understanding  are  enligi^ned.  It  is  he 
who  works  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleasure.  The  spiritual  life  of  a  Christian  is  de* 
scribed  by  his  bdng  bom  of  the  Spirit.  AH 
holy  tempers  of  mind  are  called  the  fimits  of 
the  Spirit.  All  inward  strength  to  resist  aa 
end  serve  God^  is  His  gift.  To  Him,  theref<Nn^ 
our  Church  especially  directs  the  Bishop  to  pray 
in  the  Order  of  Confirmation ;  and  growth  in  His 
grace  is  the  peculiar  blessing  to  be  ejqiected 
from  our  being  confirmed.  Be  careful,  theM>- 
fore,  be  earnest,  be  frequent  in  your  prajrers 
for  the  grace  of  God*s  Holy  Spirit,  to  cleanse 
the  thoughts  of  your  heart,  to  purify  your  affec- 
tions, to  make  you  deeply  contrite  for  sin,  to 
enable  you  to  see  the  excellency  and  apprehend 
the  blessings  of  the  Saviour,  to  assist  you  to 
rely  alone  on  his  blood,  to  help  you  to  take 
upon  yourselves  sincerely  the  vows  made  finr 
you  in  your  baptism,  and  to  strengthen  yon  by 
the  means  of  Confirmation,  and  other  app<mited 
methods,  to  observe  the  same,  and  to  contiaoe 
stedfast,  immoveable,  akoajfs  abounding  m  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  That  young  person  will 
most  rapidly  improve  in  religion,  who  feels  most 
deeply  his   entire   need   of  the   iUumination, 
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Strength,  and  sanctifying  influences  of  the  Spi< 
rit  of  God,  and  who  depends  upon  Him  most 
simply  for  them. 

Ninthly.  Enter  into  a  serious  and  deep  er« 
aminatian  of  ywr  heart  and  life.  Ask  your* 
selves  what  you  are,  what  you  have  done,  whi* 
ther  you  are  going,  what  is  your  hope  of  Hea^ 
ven,  what  your  evidences  of  a  state  of  sal- 
vation? Have  your  spiritual  concerns  been 
regarded  in  the  first  place?  Have  you  loved 
and  feared  God?  Have  you  repented  of  every 
known  sin?  Have  you  effectually  believed  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ?  Have  you  yielded 
yourselves  unto  God,  as  alive  from  the  dead? 
What  are  your  chief  temptations?  What  yonr 
most  dangerous  spiritual  enemies?  What  your 
circumstances,  duties,  motives,  designs?  What 
do  you  propose  to  yourselves  in  coming  to  be  con- 
firmed? Is  it  with  a  hearty  sense  of  your  lost 
and  perishing  estate  by  nature?  Is  it  with  an 
entire  reliance  on  the  merit  and  death  of  the  Son 
of  God?  Is  it  with  a  holy  intention  of  serving 
and  obeying  your  Saviour  and  Redeemer?  Or 
are  you  about  to  perform  this  duty,  formally,  and 
merely  from  custom,  or  the  fear  and  fevour  of 
men  ?  Make  this  inquiry,  I  beseech  you,  as  in  the 
sight  of  God;  begging  of  Him  to  give  you  his 
Holy  Spirit,  to  teach  you  what  is  your  real  cha- 
racter, to  correct  your  judgment  where  it  is 
wrong,  and  to  lead  you  into  all  truth  and  holiness. 

F  F  4 
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Tenthly.  Meditate  fnqueMly  on  thoie  parl$ 
of  Scripture  which  are  most  suited  to  your  case* 
The  vow  of  Jacob,  in  the  twenty-aghth  chap- 
ter of  Xjeoesis,  aftc[r  his  vision  of  the  mystic 
ladder  and  the  angetic  ministrations  through  a 
Mediator,  should  be  adopted,  transcribed,  and 
appropriated,  with  very  slight  alterations^  by 
every  candidate  for  Confirmation.  If  Ood  wUl 
be  with  me,  will  the  young  Christian  humbly 
say,  and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  thai  I  go, 
and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put 
on,  so  that  I  pass  through  the  difficulties  and 
temptations  of  this  ensnaring  world,  and  come 
at  length  to  the  house  of  my  heavenly  Father  in 
peace;  then  the  Lord  shall  be  my  God;  I  unU 
make  a  perpetual  memorial  of  this  day  of  com^ 
Jirmatian,  when  I  solemnly  took  upon  me  this 
vote;  my  delight  sluUl  be  in  Qods  house:  and  of 
whatever  thou  shall  give  me,  I  wUl  surely  give 
a  tenth,  a  fixed  and  important  portion,  unto  thee. 
The  case  of  the  servant  who  loved  his  master's 
service,  will  furnish  you  with  another  example'. 
Like  Mm,  you  will  desire  to  bind  yourselves  to 
a  pierpetual  obedience,  and  solemnly  to  conse- 
crate yourselves  by  this  more  gracious  and  evan- 
gelical rite  of  Confirmation  to  a  voluntaty  and  de- 
lightful homage.  The  exhortations  of  Moses  to 
the  children  of  Israel,  throughout  the  book  of 

•  Exodus,  XKi.  1-^. 
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Deuteronomy,  and  especially  in  the  fourth, 
sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  eleventh  chapters, 
will  be  portions  very  suitable  to  you.  The  ex-^ 
amples  of  Joshua ^  of  Ruth',  of  Samuel*,  of 
David ^  of  Solomons  of  Josiah^  of  the  l^i- 
ritual  Converts  ^  of  the  ever-blessed  Jesus  % 
ofUmothy^,  are  full  of  encouragement  Other 
appropriate  portions  are.  Psalms  xv.  xxv.  li. 
Ixiii.  Ixxxv.  ex.  cxvi.  Isaiah,  liii.  Hosea,  xiv. 
Matthew,  vii.  Luke,  xv.  John,  iiL  Rom.  iii. 
iv.  and  vi.  Gal.  iii.  Eph.  ii.  Titus,  iii.  H&- 
inrews,  viii.  By  mentioning  so  many  portions 
of  Scripture,  I  by  no  means  wish  to  impose  the 
reading  of  all  on  every  young  person:  very 
&r  from  it.  This  must  be  regulated  by  circum- 
stances. All,  however,  I  trust,  will  take  care 
to  read  some  of  them ;  a  few  perhaps  may  have 
time  to  read  and  pray  over  them  entirely. 

Eleventhly.  Set  apart  some  Jixed  portion  of 
time  for  this  important  concern  of  preparing  for 
Confirmation.  If  you  leave  this  duty  to  a  few 
chance  moments  as  they  may  occur,  there  is 
considerable  danger  lest  you  should  in  a  great 
measure  neglect  it  altogether.  Consider,  there- 
fore, with  yourselves,  what  time  you  can  best 

9  Joah.  L  5--9.  *  1  Sam.  i.  26—28. 

»  Ruth,  i.  15—18-  »  2  Sam.  vii. 

^*1  ChroD.  zzviii.  9,  and  2  Chron.  i.  7—12. 

^  2  Chron.  xxsh.  1—3.  7  Luke,  ii.  52. 

^  Isaiah,  xliv.  3—5.  *  2  Tm.  i.  5,  and  iii.  15. 
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spare  from  your  other  duties;  and  devote  tbat 
to  the  purposes  of  preparation.  Spend  it  con- 
scientiously in  prayer^  meditation^  thanksgiving, 
self-eKamination,  and  reading  God's  word.  Fix 
your  heart  in  the  work;  call  in  your  wandering 
thoughts;  place  yourselves  as  in  the  presence  of 
God.  Remember  that  the  work  of  religion  re- 
quires time,  attention^  earnestness^  resolution, 
fervour,  and  zeal.  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the 
strait  gate;  the  kingdom  of  heaven  sufferdh 
violence;  so  run  that  ye  may  obtain, 

Twelfthly •  Be  not  discouraged  from  coming 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  view  you  have  of  your 
frailty  and  many  dangers.  Rather  let  this  view 
lead  you  to  simple  reliance  on  that  Saviour 
whose  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness. 
The  fear  of  afterwards  forgetting  your  resoln*- 
lutions  should  make  you  watchfal;  but  should 
not  prevent  you  from  devoting  yourselves  to 
God.  Many  tender  minds  are  alarmed  at  Con- 
firmation, lest  it  should  hereafter  turn  out  to 
their  greater  guilt.  But  let  no  sincere  heart  be 
deterred  by  this  apprehension.  If  you  earnestly 
desire  God*s  grace,  and  humbly  use  the  means 
of  his  appointment,  you  may  cheerfully  trust  to 
his  power  and  mercy,  to  defend,  protect,  and 
strengthen  you;  to  enable  you  to  resist  tempta- 
tion, mortify  the  body  of  sin,  cleave  to  your 
Saviour  with  purpose  of  heart,  and  overcome 
your  spiritual  enemies.    The  blessed  Jesus  is 
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the  good  sbepherd;  he  gathers  the  Umbs  with  his 
arm^  and  comes  them  in  his  bosom,  and  gentfy 
lesids  these  thai  are  with  young.  And  your 
comings  though  with  a  trembling  hearty  to  be 
confirmed^  may^  under  God's  folessiog,  be  no 
small  means  of  preserving  yon  from  the  tery 
fickleness  of  resolution  which  you  so  much 
dread. 

But  for  your  further  instruction^  and  that  of 
others  who  may  be  in  danger  of  presumption^ 
my  last  advice  is. 

Be  careful  that  in  all  these  duties  you  en- 
Hrehf  depend  on  divine  grace.  Beware  of  any 
vain  notioB  of  your  own  powers.  Remember 
that  of  yourselves  you  can  do  nothing.  Good 
resolutions  are  not  enough  to  make  you  good 
men:  you  need^  besides,  the  present  assistance 
of  divine  graoe.  If  you  trust  in  yourselves,  you 
cannot  but  fell.  You  must  be  diligent  indeed 
in  the  use  of  all  means,  and  active  in  the  per- 
formance of  duty,  but  you  must  still  be  un- 
affectedly humble,  thoroughly  aware  of  your 
own  frailty,  tremblingly  alive  to  your  danger; 
fully  convinced  that  you  must  not  only  re* 
nounce  your  own  righteousness  in  order  to  be 
found  accepted  in  the  Sacrifice  of  Christ,  but  your 
own  wisdom  and  strength  in  order  to  be  endued 
with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  contrite 
heart  deeply  penetrated  with  its  own  unworthi- 
ness,  sensible  of  the  infinite  condescension  of 
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God  in  the  Gospel  of  his  Son,  and  reponng 
all  its  confidence  in  divine  grace  and  forgive* 
ness>  is  the  only  right  disposition  of  mind  for 
entering  upon  the  solemn  duty  of  ratifying  yoar 
covenant  with  God  by  the  rite  of  confirmation* 
I  come  now  to  consider. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


WHAT  ARE   THB   CHIEF    PARTS    IN  THE    ORDER  OP 
CONHRMATION  TO   BE   USED   BY  THE   BISHOP. 

I  have  already  recommended  to  yon  the  re- 
peated perusal  of  this  office.  I  shall  now  briefly 
observe  to  you,  that  it  consists  of  four  principal 
parts. 

First.  The  solemn  Inquiry,  whethw  yon 
renew  the  vow  of  your  Baptism,  and  the  short 
but  comprehensive  answer  which  you  will  be 
required  to  make.  Nothing  can  be  more  striking 
than  this  part  of  the  service.  The  question  will 
be  put  to  you  in  the  presence  of  God;  the 
answer  you  will  give  implies  a  firm  determina- 
tion on  your  part  to  devote  yourselves  to  Jesus 
Christ.  How  much  is  contained  in  that  answer, 
/  do.  It  is  as  if  you  should  say,  I  do  renonaoft 
the  Devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh;  I  do  be* 
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Ifeve  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God;  I  da  pray 
for  the  grace  of  God's  Holy  Spirit;  I  do  heartily 
repent  of  every  sin;  I  do  accept  of  God's  gra- 
cious offers  in  his  covenant  of  grace;  I  do  desire 
to  join  myself  publicly  to  the  church  of  Christ; 
I  do  resolve  to  walk  in  God's  ways^  and  to  keep, 
his  commandments  with  my  whole  heart;  I  do 
depend  on  God  for  strength  and  wisdom  to  fulfil 
these  my  vows. 

Secondly.  The  introductory  PrAyer,  in 
which  the  Bishop  expresses  his  charitable  h(>pe: 
that  you  are  truly  partakers  of  the  renewing 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  have  received  thet 
forgiveness  of  all  your  sins;  and  then.implore^ 
of  God,  that  you  may  increase  in  all  the  mani^ 
fold  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter. 

Tliirdly.  The  Prayer  of  Confirmation,  with 
the  laying  on  of  the  handa  of  the  Bishop.  T\m 
is  the  most  affecting  and  delightful  part  of  this 
oflElce.  You  will  be  directed  to  kneel  in  order 
before  the  Bishop,  who  will  lay  his  hands  upon 
each  of  you,  after  the  example  of  the  AposUes, 
to  certify  you  by  that  sign  of  God's  favour  and 
gracious  goodness  towards  you;  and  then  will 
pray,  *^  Defend,  Q  Lord,  this  thy  servant  with 
thy  heavenly  grace,  that  he  may  continue  thine 
for  ever,  and  daily  increase  in  thy  Holy  Spirit 
more- and  more,  until  he  come  to  thine  everlast- 
ing kingdom.'*  Let  this  prayer  be  the  language 
of  your  hearts.    Whilst  the  Bishop  and  congre^ 
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gatkm  Bve  ediployed  in  this  holy  dnty,  do  yoa 
rftifie  your  minds  to  God,  for  the  blessings  c( 
His  grace  and  salvation,  and  devote  yoorselves 
nnreservediy  to  him. 

Fourth.  The  concluding  CoBects.  In  these 
the  l^hop  addresses  God  .as  alone  making  na 
both  to  will  and  to  do  those  things  that  are 
good;  and  further  implores  God*s  grace  and 
protection  on  all  those  who  have  been  confirmed. 

It  is  impossible,  I  think,  to  read  this  simple 
and  affecting  Order  of  Confirmation,  without 
bring  sensibly  impressed  with  the  scriptural  and 
holy  feelings  which  it  is  so  well  calculated  to 
excite,  and  without  finding  our  hearts  both  in- 
structed and  encouraged  in  those  purposes  of 
faith,  love,  and  consecration  to  the  service  of 
Christ,  to  which  the  occasion  especialty  invitee 
us.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that  some  peculiar  bless^ 
ings  will  accompany  a  right  and  humble  dis- 
charge of  so  important  a  duty.  This  leads  me 
to  explain, 


CHAPTER  V. 


WHAT  AEB  THB  BliBSSINOS  WHICH  THOSE  WHO 
ARB   CONFIBBfBP  MAY  HOPH  TO  ATTAIN. 

First.  You  will  by  confirmation  be  admitted 
to  the  privilege   of    confessing  your    Saviour 
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Christ  before  mm.  You  tben  come  forward  in 
the  face  of  the  churchy  to  acknowledge  yourself 
a  Christian^  to  profess  your  feith  in  the  merits 
of  your  Saviour^  and  your  subjection  to  his 
laws.  You  take  your  side.  You  publicly 
choose  God  as  your  heavenly  fother^  master, 
and  lord.  You  no  longer  halt  between  two  opi^ 
ttions,  but  determine  to  follow  Chrot  fiilly. 
You  are  allowed  in  your  own  persons  to  arrange 
yourselves  under  the  banner  of  the  Cross. 
And  is  this  a  slight  blessing?  Has  not  our  Lord 
promised,  Whosoever  shall  confess  me  before  men, 
him  will  I  also  amfess  before  my  Father  which 
is  in  Heaven^  ?  And  has  he  not  threatened, 
fVhosoever  shall  be  ashamed  of  me,  and  of  my 
words,  of  him  also  shall .  the  Son  of  Man  be 
ashamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his 
Father  with  the  holy  angels  P  And  has  not  St. 
Paid  said,  ff  thou  shall  confess  with  thy  numtk 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shall  believe  in  thine  heart 
that  God  hath  raised  Mm  from  the  dead,  thou 
shall  be  saved*?  It  is  true,  that  this  confession 
of  Christ,  must  be  attended  with  sincerity  of 
faith,  and  simplicity  of  obedience;  but  is  it 
not. 

Secondly,  A  peculiar  blessing  of  Confirma-* 
tion,  that  it  is  a  means  of  strengthening  your 
resolutions  to  serve  the  blessed  Saviour  of  ^ in- 

9  Matt.  X.  32.  *  Rom.  x.  9. 
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nersP  So  solemn  a  step  in  life  is  well  calculated 
to  fix  a  wavering  heart.  You  have  been  called  to 
stand  still  and  consider  yoar  character,  year 
state,  yonr  dangers,  your  mercies.  You  have 
taken  upon  you  the  vows  v^hich  had  been  made 
for  you  in  your  baptism.  You  have  no  longer 
left  yonr  duties  and  engagements  in  the  hands 
of  your  parents  and  sponsors ;  but  have  assumed 
them  yourselves,  and  publicly  resolved,  in  the 
strength  of  God,  to  renounce  the  service  of 
sin,  and  yield  yourselves  unto  God  as  alive  from 
the  dead.  The  timenspent  in  meditation,  prayer, 
reading  the  Scriptures,  self-examination,  and 
other  preparatory  exercises,  are  the  very  best 
tteans  of  binding  yonr  heart  to  God,  and  uniting 
it  to  fear  his  name.  And  the  solemnities  of 
Omfirmation,  when  rightly  engaged  in,  will 
bring  down  on  you  fresh  strength  to  keep  your 
vows,  to  establish  your  resoliMions,  to  mature 
your  characters,  to  fix  3^ur  incipient  desires, 
and  to  form  you  for  God  and  heaven.  I  need 
not  say  what  important  blessings  these  are. 

Thirdly,  jin  increased  measure  of  the  gift 
of  Gods  Holy  Spirit  is  a  blessing  connected 
with  this  rite  of  C!onfirmation.  This  indeed  is 
the  main  benefit  which  you  are  to  expect;  and 
it  is  truly  inestimable.  The  gracious  influences 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  the  source  of  all  know«- 
ledge,  love,  and  holiness;  and,  if  God  has  pro- 
mised his  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ask  him 
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generally,  we  cannot  doubt  that  so  solemn  ail 
oi-dinanoe,   expressly  appointed  for  imploring; 
this  very  gift,  will  be  attended  with  a  peculiar 
success.    Yes,  my  dear  young  friends,  believe 
only  the  power  and  faithfulness  of  God  in  his 
beloved  Son,  and  you  shall  obtain  the  desire  of 
your  hearts.   Whilst  you  are  moved,  as  we  trusty 
by  the  preventing  grace  of  the  Spirit,  to  take 
upon  you  these  vows  before  the  Church,  you 
shall  receive  a  large  supply  of  the  accompanying 
and  following  grace  of  the  same  Spirit,    to 
enable  you  to  fulfil  the  engagements  you  under- 
take, and  walk  in  the  paths  on  which  you  have 
entered.    You  shall  be  endued  with  ^'  the  Sjttrit 
of  wisdom  and  understanding,  the  Spirit  of 
<K>un8el   and    ghostly   strength,    the  Spirit  of 
knowledge  and  true  godliness.    You  shall  be 
defended  with  God's  heavenly  grace;  you  shall 
continue  his  for  ever,  and  daily  increase  in  the 
Holy  Spirit  more  and  more,  until  you  come  to 
his  everlasting  kingdom."    These  unspeakable 
mercies  you  are  to  expect,  not  in  the  way  of 
animal  fervors,  or  enthusiastic  impressions,  or 
new  and  unscriptural  elevations,  but  in  the  calm^ 
sober,  and  raitional  use  of  every  means  of  graee, 
by  the  gradual  and  imperceptible  communica- 
tions of  strength  and  comfott,  and  the  increas* 
ing  and  solid  fruits  of  piety  and  obedienee* 
The  graees  of  the  Spirit  are  not  designed  to 
\0L.  ir.  o  G 
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fluperaede,  but  assist  and  purify  our  natocal 
powers;  iiot  to  oppose  the  declarations  of  God's 
written  word^  but  to  illustrate  and  enforce 
them;  not  to  lessen  the  obligations  of  duty^ 
but  to  increase  our  knowledge  of  those  obliga- 
tionsi  and  strengthen  us  in  our  vows  of  holy 
and  unreserved  obedience. 

Fourthly.  A  further  benefit  of  Confirmation 
is,  the  delightful  assurance  it  gives  us  of  our 
Heavenly  Father's  gracious  benediction.  When 
you  come  by  this  rite  to  acknowledge  your 
God  and  Saviour,  every  thing  seems  designed 
to  strengthen  your  tremUing  faith^  and  assure 
you  of  the  paternal  blessing  of  Almighty  God. 
The  love  and  care  of  your  parents  and  sponsors^ 
together  with  the  affectionate  instructiop  of 
your  ministers,  may  serve  to  convince  you  that 
ff  they,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts 
to  their  children,  Iiow  much  more  shall  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  give  good  thirds  to 
them  that  a^h  him.  And,  when  the  venerable 
hands  of  the  Bishop  at^  raised  over  you^  Uk§ 
those  of  the  patriarchs  of  old,  to  bless  you  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  it  seems  to  me  to  conv^ 
so  pleasing  an  assurance  to  the  feeble-minded 
penitent,  that  God's  fatherly  hand  shaU  ever  be 
over  him,  and  his  mighty  protection  shall  be 
raund  about  him,  that  I  cannot  but  look  upon 
this  as  a  considerable  blessing  attending  Con- 
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finnation.  Youth  daturally  lov^  the  enoonrage- 
meat  of  age,  and -the  pious  yoatfa  especially 
cannot  but  delight  to  be  animated  by  the  kind 
and  tender  affection,  the  benignant  oountenanoe, 
the  uplifted  hands,  the  fi^irent  prayers  of  the 
spiritual  fathers  and  bishops  of  the  Church. 

A  fifth  Messing  is.  That  the  memory  of  this 
seri&us    transaction  mil  remain  through  yomr 
Juture  lives  <as  a  preservative  Jtom  temptation 
and  an  incentive  to  duty.    Solemn  acts  of  de- 
dication   to   Ood   have  an  influence   tfarougli 
life.    Jacobus  tow  at  Bethel  was  a  means  of 
support  to  him  on  many  subsequent  trying  occa* 
stons.    The  day  when  the  children  of   Israel 
were  delivered  from  Egypt  was  to  be  observed 
tbrough  all  their  generations.    David  speaks  of 
the  vows  of  God  being  upon  him  \    Ezra  and 
Nehemiah  both  recount  the  deliverances  which 
God  had  vouchsafed  them,  and  the  covenants 
which  they  had  made  with  him,  as  powerful 
motives  to  -obedience.    My  young  friends,  the 
solemnities  of  this  Confirmation  will,  I  trust, 
remain  fresh  in  your  memories  and  your  hearts, 
in  your  future  years.    The  recollection  of  the 
high  privilege  you  have  been  admitted  to,  that 
of  covenanting  with  Ood,  the  thought  of  the 
solenin  vow  you  have  made,  and  the  remem*- 
brance  of  the  dreadful  consequences  of  depart- 

*  P».  Ul  15. 
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ing  from  sach  obligations^  will,  I  hope,  have  the 
tendency  of  preserving  yon  in  the  moment  of 
danger^  of  breaking  the  enchantments  of  the 
word,  of  guarding  yon  from  the  beginnings  of 
temptation,  and  delivering  you  from  the  allure* 
ments  of  sin.  Nothing  indeed  can  keep  you 
but  the  power  and  grace  of  Christ;  but  I  know 
•of  no  means  more  effectual,  in  dependance  on 
•God^s  mercy,  than  the  solemn  rite  of  Confirma- 
tion. For  how  can  you  deny  Christ,  how  can 
you  love  the  world,  how  can  you  join  vain  and 
wicked  company,  how  can  you  enter  into  scenes 
^f  dissipation  and  sinful  pleasure,  how  can  you 
neglect  your  Bible,  your  closet^  or  the  Church 
of  God;  how  can  you,  in  short,  forget  your 
high  and  holy  vocation,  when  the  vows  of  Jesus 
Christy  solemnly  uttered  by  your  own  mouths^ 
He  upon  you? 

Lastly.  jBy  Confirmation  you  will  be  en* 
iitled  to  approach  the  Lord's  Table,  and  uAU 
he  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  complete 
member  of  the  visible  Church  of  Christ.  And 
what  blessings  are  these  I  To  be  members  jof 
the  Church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased 
with  his  own  blood;  to  belong  to  that  blessed 
^mpany  of  fiEutbful  people  whom  he  hath 
gathered  out  of  the  world;  to  be  interested  in 
the  promises  and  privileges  of  the  spouse  of 
Christ;  to  share  the  prayers  and  intercessions  of 
the  whole  body  of  Christians;  to  be  inserted  as 
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branches  in  the  living  vine;  to  be  placed  as 
stones  in  the  spiritnal  temple!  How  great  are 
these  blessings^  to  which  yon  will  be  brought  by 
taking  upon  yourselves  the  vows  of  ConfirmiGt- 
tion!  For  though  you  were  partakers  of  these 
benefits,  in  a  covenant  sense,  by  your  baptism, 
yet  you  will  not  be  fully  and  personally  in-» 
terested  in  them,  till  you  have  by  your  own 
act  yielded  yourselves  to  God  as  alive,  from  the 
dead,  and  taken  upon  yourselves  the  open  pro- 
fession of  the  name  of  your  master,  Jesus  Christ. 
Then  the  Church  welcomes  you  to  her  bosom 
as  her  children;  then  the  ministers  of  God  re- 
gard you  as  a  part  of  their  flock;  then  the 
world  perceives  that  you  indeed  belong  to 
Christ.  And,  what  is  yet  more  important,  then 
you  are  entitled  to  the  privp^ge  of  partaking 
of  the  mystic  supper  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
our  Sanour  Christ,  which  he  himself  hath  or- 
dained. You  may  approach  that  banquet  of 
love,  that  last-instituted  sacrament  of  our 
suffering  Master,  that  pledge  of  the  forgiveness 
bt  our  sins,  that  means  of  conveying  grace  to 
the  heart,  that  seal  of  salvation,  that  earnest  of 
heaven!  Till  you  have  professed  your  faith  in 
a  dying  Redeemer,  you  are  not  to  be  encouraged ' 
to  join  this  sacred  festival;  but  when^  by  the 
rite  of  Confirmation,  you  have  engaged  to  re- 
nounce the  service  of  sin,  to  believe  in  the 
merits  and  death  of  Christ,  and  to  walk  ia 
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nevmess  of  life,  you  are  fully  cotided  to  the 
Md  tod  pledgee  of  that  dying  lore  of  the  incar* 
mM  Savioor^  which  he  bath  commanded  to  be 
taken  in  remeinbranee  of  him.  Yon  may  ap* 
proaeb  his  table;  yon  may  feast  on  the  banqneC 
which  he  hath  prepared;  yon  may  there  con- 
tinually renew  your  vows^  there  obtain  freA 
strength,  there  receive,  from  time  to  tirae>  the 
pardon  of  sin^  and  thus  be  built  up  taeverlast^ 
kig  life. 

Let  me  next  explain^ 


CHAPTER  VI. 


WHAT  ARE   THE  ESPECIAL  DUTIES    TO  WHICH  THOSE 
Who    HAVE    BEEN*   CONFIRMED   ARE   BOUND. 

First.  Let  all  the  parts  of  your  preparaikm 
he  cMstantly  acted  vp<m,  and/armed  into  fuMts. 
Some  Tariation^  in  particular  points,  mntt  of 
course  be  made ;  but  the  spirit  and  smbstance  of 
the  advice  i  have  given  you^  in  order  to  prepare 
you  for  confirmation,  is  the  sum  of  that  ho\y 
frame  of  mind  to  which  youi  wiH  be  obliged  m 
consequence  of  it.  Repentance  fbr  siOj  faUli 
in  the  atonement  of  Jie»usChrH3«,  an  acceptance 
of  the  covenant  of  gmce^  a  thankful^  remem- 
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brooce  of  the  privities  of  your  baptifim,  medi* 
tatioa  oo  your  lMq[>tifliiial  vow^  self-examiBstion, 
and  dependance  upon  ^fiyifie  grace^  are  efisoBtial 
parts  of  the  piety  of  every  true  Christian. 

Secondly*  Take  the  first  opportunity  ^er 
your  conftrmationy  isf  solemnfy  dedicating  your^ 
siehes  to  Oody  in  private,  according  to  your 
vows^  Do  not  put  off  this  duty.  The  warmest 
epiotions  of  mind  during  the  time  you  were 
preparing  for  this  saered  rite^  will  be  of  little 
permanent  advantage,  unl^  you  bind  over^ 
yourselves  to  the  Lord  by  a  perpetual  covenant 
wUeh  shall  not  be  forgotten.  Seize  then  the 
first  occasion.  Retire  from  the  hurry  of  life. 
Enter  into  your  closet.  Place  yourselves  as  under 
the  eye  of  God.  Devote  yoursdves  by  fervent 
prayer  to  that  Saviour  whom  you  have  chosen. 
Make  a  solemn  covenant  with  God.  Secure  the 
blessings  of  the  public  service  of  the  churchy  by 
seeking  the  fulfilment  of  them  in  private^ 
Follow  up  your  promising  beginnings  by  sealing 
and  confirming,  with  fixed  resolution,  'the  dedi- 
catkm  o{  your  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  to  your 
adorable  Redeemer. 

Thirdly.  Expect  in  the  use  of  means  the 
constant  aid  of  the  blessed  Spirit.  As  it  was 
one  part  of  your  preparation  to  implore  his 
heavenly  grace,  and  one  blessing  of  your  con- 
firflMtion  to  receive  increased  measures  of  his 
sanctifying  influences,  so  will  it  be  a  main  duty 
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of  yoQr  future  lives  to  depend  on  his  heavenlf 
grace^  and  to  irait  for  the  promised  supplies  of 
coqsolation^  wisdom^  and  holiness^  as  the  emer- 
gencies of  your  cases  may  require.    Christians 
eommonly  esteem  too  little  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.    All  your  attempts  to  perform  the 
other  duties  following  on  your  confirmation  will 
be  vain,  unless  you  perpetually  attend  to  this, 
<md  expect,  in  the  ways  of  obedience,  the  daily 
strength,  comfort,  and  iiluminati(»i  of  the  Spidfc 
of  Jesus  Christ.    And  especially  will  you  be 
bound  to  pray  for  this  heavenly  gift  after  that 
rite  has  been  administered ;  the  whole  sum  and 
deidgn  of  which  is,  ta  increase  in  you  the  mani^ 
fold  gifts  of  this  author  and  giver  of  life. 

Fourthly.  Prepare  for  receiving  the  Sacra- 
ment of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ^  As  your 
public  profession  of  faith  will  entitle  yon  to 
join  in  this  sacred  institution,  so  it  will  become 
your  duty  to  make  suitable  preparation  for  par- 
taking of  it,  in  an  intelligent  and  holy  state  of 
mind.  To  this  end,  you  must  understand  the 
nature  of  the  Sacrament;  you  must  consider 
the  persons  invited  to  celebrate  it;  you  must 
weigh  the  dispositions  and  feelings  of  mind  with 
which  they  should  approach  it;  you  must  learn 
the  obligations  they  lay  themselves  under,  the 
blessings  they  may  hope  to  recave,  the  dangers 
they  have  to  avoid,  and  the  encouragements 
which  are  held  out   to  all  penitent    sionens. 
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thus  to  show  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  bo 
eome. 

Fifthly,  rou  must  diligently  attend  an  M 
the  means  of  grace.  By  Confirmation  you  are 
made  in  your  own  persons  members  of  Christ's 
holy  Charch.  It  will  then,  obnously,  be  yonr 
duty  to  observe  with  diligence  all  the  ordinanceft 
i^pointed  for  your  instruction*  The  sabbath 
yon  must  religiously  keep  holy,  neither  violating 
it  by  worldly  business  and  company,  nor  de- 
spising it  by  an  indifferent,  trifling,  external 
service.  The  public  worship  of  the  church 
must  he /your  delight.  The  reading  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  prayer,  meditation,  and  other  devo- 
tional exercises,  must  form  a  part  of  the  engage- 
ments of  every  day.  Whatever  excuses  others 
may  offer  for  neglecting  the  means  of  grac^  yoa 
will  remember  that  you  have  bound  yourselves 
to  honour  and  regaixl  them.  There  can  be  no 
growth,  ho  safety,  no  life  in  reli^on,  without  a 
zealous  activity  in  the  use  of  every  method 
which  God  has  ordained  for  our  edification. 

Sixthly.  Constantly  persevere  in  the  faith  of 
the  leading  truths  of  your  sahation*  By  the 
.  rite  of  Confirmation  you  have  engaged  your- 
selves .  firmly  to  believe  all  the  artides  of  the 
Christian  £adth.  Yoa  must  beware  then  of  any 
decline  from  the  purity  of  the  Gospel.  Salva- 
tion by  grace,  through  the  mediation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  must  be  the  foundation  of  your  religioQ^i 
This  you  must  hold  fast  amidst  tbe  errors  and 
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perversions  of  the  day  ia  wbieh  you  live*  The 
doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  only^  thcoagb 
the  merits  of  o«r  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  not  of 
oor  own  works  or  deservings,  is  the  main  fea^ 
tiure  of  this  salvation.  And  to  this,  as  well  as 
to  tfaje  other  prindpal  doctrines  connected  with 
ik^  you  must  cleave  with  purpose  of  bei^; 
guarding,  indeed,  against  any  abuses  of  these 
divine  truths,  but  maintaining  them  still  with  a 
modest  but  unshaken  perseverance. 

Seventhly.  Vou  must  be  careful  to  abound  m 
nM  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  The  heavenly  graces 
of  the  true  Christian  must  ever  appear  in  yoo. 
All  those  gracious  tempers  which  are  so  con- 
trary to  the  dispositions  of  our  natural  heart 
must  be  diligently  cultivated,  and  tbe  oontiary 
evit  passions  most  be  mortified  and  subdued. 
Thus  shall  we  prove  that  we  are  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Thus  shall  we  bring  forth  the 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  in  all  goodness,  righteons* 
ness,  and  truth.  Thus  shall  we  have  the  mind 
which  was  in  Christ  Jesw,  and  best  adorn  tbe 
doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things.  With- 
out these. graces  of  the  Spirit,  a  merely  cold 
orthodox  creed  will  afford  but  little  testimoay 
of  your  entering  into  that  spiritual  dedicatioB 
of  yourselves  to  God  which  your  vow  of  bon* 
firmation  implies. 

Eighthly.  Your  whole  conduct  and  behaviour 
must  be  as  it  beeometh  the  Gospel  ef  Christ 
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Ydu  miifiiaim  m  all  tbbgsat  aa  nprigbt^  honoar^ 
able  eolirse  of  actioiu  You  must  avcHd  tenlpta^ 
tion  when  it  fbrst  presente  itself.  You  must 
see  that,  ia  all  your  transactions,  there  is  a 
manifest  regard  to  justice  and  truth.  Yovr 
behaviour  to  your  superiors,  inferiors,  and 
equals,  must  be  that  of  eonscientions  setvaole 
of  Christ.  Yon  must  not  be  doubtful  cbaracterB« 
Bnt  in  every  relation  you  may  sustain,  yon 
must  hold  a  consistent,  holy,  and  nprigM 
course,  that  others,  seeing  yonr  good  works, 
may  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  In 
this  practical  godliness  your  vows  mtist  issue,  if 
they  be  sincere.  All  evidences  of  grace  are 
essedtiaily  defective,  unless  they  are  aceooK 
panied  with  the  unerring  testimony  of  the  gene* 
ral  conduct. 

Lastly.  Fix  same  periodical  times  for  review^ 
ing  the  vows  of  your  Confirmation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  observed  them.  You 
cannot  expect  to  be  able  to  perform  all  these 
duties  \ritb  uniform  soccess.  The  infirmities  of 
onr  nature  will  ever  produce  great  interruptions 
to  our  best  purposes.  It  is  important  then  to 
fix  certain  times  for  considering  our  obligations, 
for  reviewing  our  spirit  and  conduct,  for  discover- 
kig  wherein  we  have  been  defective,  foi*  detect- 
ing the  sophistry  of  eustpm^  and  cbecklAg  thei 
inroads  of  the  werld.  A  very  natural  period 
for  such  an  exaouiiatioo  will  be  the  anmveivaiy 
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of  the  day  when  you  were  solemnly  pledged  by 
Confirmation  to  the  service  of  God*  A  birth-* 
day  is  likewise  a  suitable  season.  Other  times 
may  be  fixed  on^  as  circumstances  may  appear 
to  require.  Be  careful  only  to  observe  with 
devout  seriousness  the  time  you  have  determined 
on;  employ  it  in  the  exercises  of  repentance  for 
past  sins^  in  renewed  application  to  the  mercy 
of  God  for  pardon,  and  in  earnest  supplications 
for  grace  to  prepare  you  for  future. obedience. 
Thus  will  your  decaying  virtues  be  repiured, 
your  errors  corrected,  your  pious  feelings  revived, 
your  graces  strengthened,  and  your  Christian 
character  maintained  with  increasing  consis- 
tency, till  you  receive  the  end  of  your  faitb^ 
even  the  salvation  of  your  souls. 

I  am  now  in  the  last  place  to  consider, 


CHAPTER  Vn* 


WHAT  ARB  THE  MOTIVES  BY  WHICH  THOSE  WHO 
COME  TO  BE  CONFIRMED  SHOUIiD  BE  IN- 
FLUENCED. 

Many  of  these  may  be  inferred  from  the 
observations  already  made  under  the  former 
heads;  but  some  others  may  be  added. 

First     The  especial  encouragement  and  com- 
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inand  of  Chd  to  the  young  to  devote  themselves 
to  him.  God  bath  indeed  commanded  all  men 
every  where  to  repent^  but  he  more  particnlarly 
«alls  on  the  young  to  give  him  their  hearts^  to 
resign  their  firot  years  to  his  service^  and  enter 
into  covenant  with  him.  /  love  them  that  love 
me,  saith  the  Almighty^  and  they  that  seek  me 
early  shall  find  me. 

Second.  The  endeavours  employed  by  the 
Xllturch  of  Christ  for  the  instruction  and  salves 
\  ^  <f  y(^^g  persons.  In  every  age  the 
xiinisters  of  Jesus  Christ  have  been  most  affec- 
tionately diligent  in  inviting  the  young  to  join 
themselves  to  the  Lord.  By  the  very  rite  which 
we  are  now  considering,  the  Church  testifies 
its  love  for  the  tender  part  of  the  flock  of  Christ, 
and  its  earnest  desire  for  their  edification.  And 
is  this  no  motive?  Shall  the  ministers  of  Christ 
be  so  careful  for  your  eternal  wel&re,  my  young 
friends,  and  will  you  yourselves  be  uninterested 
about  it?  Do  the  Bishops  of  the  Church  invite 
and  encourage  you  to  come  forward  and  take 
upon  you  the  vows  of  religion,  and  will  you  be 
linmoved  by  their  paternal  solicitude?  Shall 
their  labour  be  vain  and  fruitless ;  their  endea- 
vours and  prayers  utterly  without  effect  ? 

Third.  The  love  and  care  of  your  parents 
^md  friends.  How  many  anxious  hours  have 
your  parents  passed  on  your  account!  How 
often  have  they  prayed  to'  God  for  you!    With 
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wfaofc  liaijr  affeetion  did  they  prasevt  you  ia 
yoar  infancy  to  be  baptized!  How  carefiiUy 
hBYt  tbey  tangbt  you  the  way  of  truth !  What 
difficulties  have  they  not  endured^  what  6orrow8 
have  they  not  experienced,  what  self-denial  have 
•they  not  exercised  for  your  benefit  and  sisdvalmB! 
And^  now  that  they  look  for  tbe  reward  of  ^ 
their  pains,  will  you  not  enter  into  their  aflfec* 
iionate  derigQS?  will  you  not  testify  your  fih'al 
gratitude  by  choosing  the  paths  of  righteous- 
ness?  will  you  not  foUoif  the  example  which  bo 
naay  pious  youths  have  set  before  you?  will 
you  not  rejcaee  the  hearts  of  your  parents,  who 
hftve  loved  you  and  watched  over  you  all  your 
lives,  by  devothig  yourselves  to  your  Redeemer? 
wili  you  not  console  their  declioizig  years,  by 
aUowiqg  them  to  hope  that  you  have  taken  the 
jLwd  as  your  God? 

Fourth.  JU  that  yam  are  called  an  to  tmder^ 
take  in  Canftnnatian  is  already  your  duty.  Do 
iiot  ima^tfie  that,  if  you  do  not  come  to  be  eon- 
firmed,  yon  will  not  be  obliged  to  love  and 
4»bey  Ood,  and  will  not  have  to  answer  for 
your  sins.  Every  intelligent  creature  is  bound 
to  serve  and  glorify  his  Creator,  his  Benefoetor, 
and  Redeemer.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  sioner 
to  repent  and  believe  the  Gospel.  Eoccept  ye 
rapent^  ye  shall  aU  likewise  perish.  Confirm»- 
Ijon,  properly  speaking,  makes  nothing  to  be 
your  duty  which  was  not  your  duty  before;  it 
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is  rather  designed  to  revive  tbe  iittpt«sm>iis  oi 
religion  on  your  heart,  and  to  str^igthen  your 
resolutions  for  the  practice  of  it,  by  the  prayer^ 
and  benedictions  of  the  Chorch*  It  is  sorely  ^ 
gross  delusion  to  imagine  that  the  omission  of 
one  institution  of  God  can  absolve  you  froia 
your  obedience  to  every  other. 

Fifth.  The  season  when  you  are  invited  tp  be 
confifmed  may  be  considered  as  a  turning  period 
in  your  lives.  ^'  Opportunities/*  says  an  c^d 
writer,  '^  are  the  golden  spots  of  time.**  God  at 
such  time  especially  pleads  with  men.  You  are 
now  about  to  enter  on  the  active  conoerns  of 
life;  your  childhood  has  passed  away;  your 
mature  years  are  hastening  on ;  the  journey  of 
life  stretches  before  you ;  you  are  at  this  period 
called  to  stand  still  and  consider  which  road 
you  will  take,  what  master  you  will  serve, 
whose  commands  you  wiU  obey.  Hitherto  you 
have  been  regarded  by  the  church  as  represented 
by  your  parents  and  sponsors;  but  it  now  rests 
with  yourselves  to  act  your  future  part.  You 
must  now  take  upon  yourselves  tbe  vows  nm^ 
in  your  name,  and  put  in  your  claim,  in  your 
own  persons,  for  the  privileges  into  whieh  you 
were  federally  admitted ;  or  (which  God  forbid t) 
you  will  incur  the  guilt  of  renouncing  and 
despising  your  birthright,  with  profane  £sau> 
and  barterii^  it  for  the  base  pleasures  of  the 
world.  What  an  important  occasion  then  is 
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the  present !    If  you  should  refuse  to  hear  the 
voice  of  conscience  now,  what  hope  can  there 
be  of  your  listening  to  it  at  any  future  time  ?    I 
cannot  then  doubt   your  determination;    you 
will^  I  assure  myself,  know  and  improve  this 
turning  point  in  life;  you  will  make  the  only 
wise  choice,  by  choosing  the  Lord   for  your 
portion;  you  will  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate; 
you  will  take  the  naiTow  road ;  you  will  dedi- 
cate youi'selves  to  Jesus  Christ;  you  will  now 
prepare  to  take  upon  you  the  public  and  per- 
sonal profession  of  his  servants. 

Sixth.  The  period  of  youth  is  that  in  which 
ihe  duties  of  religion  are  most  easy  and  delight- 
Jul.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  spiritual  religion 
is  ever  easy  to  our  fallen  and  depraved  nature, 
except  as  we  are  renewed  by  divine  grace ;  bat 
in  youth  the  memory  is  less  corrupted,  the 
affections  are  less  entangled  in  the  affairs  of  life, 
habits  of  sin  are  not  so  inveterate,  the  influence 
of  connections  is  less  predominant,  the  hard- 
ness of  the  heart  is  not  so  impenetrable,  as  in 
more  advanced  yeai-s.  As  man  continues  longer 
in  the  ways  of  sin,  he  wanders  farther  and 
farther  from  the  fold  of  God.  The  tender  and 
flexible  plant  becomes  the  immoveable  and  un- 
bending tree.  The  heart  becomes  more  and 
more  obdurate,  the  conscience  more  callous, 
the  passions  more  turbulent,  the  chains  of  sint 
more  indissoluble.    O,  let  the  young  remember 
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this^  and  choose^  like  Maiy,  the  good  pavt 
withoat  delay.    It  mil  be  now  &r  eaner  for  you 
to  break  from  the  enehantments  of  rin^  to  b^^ 
to  repent  and  bdieve  the  Gospel,  to  take  on 
yon  the  yoke  of  Christ,  than  at  any  futore 
period.    Youth  is  eminently  the  time  to  bind 
yourselves  to  the  service  of  God.    Refigion  is 
never  so  lovely,   never   so  delightlul.     Your 
opening  powers  w31  be  gradually  trained  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness.    You  will  have  God  iss 
the  guide  of  your  youth.    You  will  eactspe  a 
thousand  evils.    The  commands  of  Christ  will 
not  be  grievous.    Habits  of  piety  and  self-denial 
will  be  imperceptibly  formed  and  strengthened. 
The  God  of  your  youth  will  be  the  support  of 
your  advanced  years.    You  will  look  back  in 
after  life,  with  unspeakable  thankfulness,  on 
this  season  of  confirmation,  this  time  of  love, 
this  day  (to  allude  to  the  language  of  the  Pro- 
phet) of  your  espousals  to  tins  heavenly  kingdom. 
You  will  find  that  the  ways  ^  wisdofn  are  ways 
of  .  pleasantness^  and  aU  her.  paths  peace. 

Seventh.  The  extreme  uncertainty  of  Ufe 
and  health  even  to  the  youngest.  I  have  pro- 
posed motives  to  you  for  serving  God,  drawn 
from  the  season  of  confirmation  being  a  turning 
period  of  your  lives,  and  from  the  work  of 
religion  bdng  easier  in  the  time  of  youth-^but 
who  can  dare  to  reckon  upon  the  future?  Be- 
hold,  now  is  the  accepted  time;  behold,  now  is 
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Ab  <%  of  ^dhatian.    To-day  if  ye  uM  hear 
his  vidce,  harden  not  your  hearts.    Who  ciiii 
tett  how  soon  the  youngest  and  healthiest  idaj 
be  a  breathless  corpse }    Who  can  stand  np  and 
profess  that  he  has  any  assurance  of  prolonged 
health  or  prolonged  years?    What  young  per^ 
son  cannot  look  around  ammig  his  fomily  and 
connections  and  see  the  inroads  of  deaths  the 
marks,  the  fearful  marks  of  mortality?    And 
will  you  venture  the  concerns  of  eternity  on  the 
mere  slender  probability  of  future  seasons*  of 
repentance?  ^Can  you  be  eaisy  under  the  possi* 
bility  ci  dying  in  your  sins  ?    Can  you  at  all 
compare  the  momentary  visions  of  time  with 
the  unspeakable  realities  of  eternity?    Can  you 
estimate  the  value  of  an  immortal  soul?    Can 
you  look  death  and  judgment ^n  the  face?    Can 
you  endure  tiie  just  indignation  of  the  Ahn^ty? 
Cali  you  even  conceive  whalt  it  is  to  be  banished 
.from  his  presence/ and  that  for  ever?    O^  be 
not  so  desperate  as  tfi  defer  the  work*  of  life  to 
the  uncertmnties  of  the  morrow  I    Now  is  the 
time  which  God  gives  you  for  repentance.   Now 
the  time  to  obtain  pardon  and  holiness.    Now 
the. season  to  unite  yourselves  to  Jesus  Christ. 
O,  let  not  this  occasion  pass^  but^b^in  without 
delay  the  solemn  preparation  for  entering'  into 
coveniant  with  God.   Remember  now  thy  Creator 
in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while  the  evU  days 
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mt,  wfr  :ihe  years  draw  nigh,  whsH  Hiau^shaU* 
s€ttf)  IhmfenopkasureintkemK 

Ei^tb.  The  dying  Ime  of  J^su&CknH.  If^ 
other  motives  to  serve  God  in  youth  were  want*  > 
iDg,  let  this  suffice^  the  unspeakable  love  of  the 
Eternal  Son  of  God.  Already  have  I  more  than^ 
once  drawn  your  attention  to  this  aistonishi^: 
subject.  Yes,  my  young  friends^  be  left  the; 
glories  of  heaven  and  was  made  man  for  yoni^/ 
redemption.  He  lived  a  life  of  woe  and  suflfer^^i 
ing  and  indignity  for  your  sakes.  All  the  bitter^ 
anguish  of  his  last  sufferings  was  for  the  salva* 
tion  of  a  ruined  world.  Ga  once  agmn  and. 
view  him  expiring  on  the  cross.  See  his  bands, 
Us  head,  bis  feet  pierced  and  wounded  for  your 
sns.  Mark  his  dying  countenance  foil  of 
swrow,  woe,  compassion,  grief,  resignation, 
love!  Hark,  he  exclaims.  My  God,  my  God^ 
tohy  hast  thou  forsaken  me?  Contemplate  the 
affecting  scene.  Look  on  him  whom  you  have 
piereed,  and  mourn.  Say,.. can  you  remain 
unmoved?  Does  no  penitence  stir  in  your 
hearts?  Will  you  crucify.,  to  yourselves  the 
Son  of  God  afresh?  Will  you  trample  on  hia 
blood?  Will  you  persevere  in  the  practice 
ci  those  sms  which  nailed  him  to  the  tree? 
Will  you  neglect,  and  forget  all  bis  love,  hig 
grace,  his  suflferings?    Behold!  He  views  youy 
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1 
as  it  irere,  from  the  cross,  and  calls  on  yoo  to 

repent,  invites  yon  to  beHeve,  Uds  yon  to  for- 
sake .y6ur"  sins,  and  join  yourselves  to  his 
church?  And  will  you,  can  you  turn  awagf 
Jrrnn  him  that  speakethjram  heaven  ?  Forbid  it, 
most  mercifal  God, — ^for  to  Thee  we  turn — ^that 
any  young  persons,  who  have  been  brought  to 
thy  holy  baptism,  should  refuse  to  confirm  thdr 
vows  and  devote  themselves  to  Thee!  Give 
them,  O  g^ve  them,  we  entreat  Thee,  Thy  spe- 
dal  grace,  that  they  may  awake  from  their 
&tal  delusion^  and  consecrate  themselves  to  Thy 
service  m  the  Son  of  Thy  love ! 

Lastly.  The  abundant  grace  of  Cfod^  whidk 
can  make  even  the  mast  difficult  undertiAings 
practicable.  I  close  by  proposing  this  motive^ 
because  too  many  are  disposed  to  consider  the 
work  of  religion,  however  important,  to  be  im- 
practicable. They  shrink  from  the  effort  which 
it  requires;  they  have  already,  it  may  be,  made 
some  attempts,  and  have  fiiiled;  they  now 
therefore  affect  to  think  it  impossible  for  than 
to  serve  God.  Let  me  then  assure  such  persons^ 
that,  though  of  ourselves  we  can  do  nothings 
ytA  God  gweth  more  grace.  Religion  is  per- 
fectly practicable;  the  strength  and  mercy  of 
Christ  are  infinite ;  God  can  make  us  victorious 
over  every  enemy.  All  exeuses  on  the  ground 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  service  of  Christ  an 
the  offspring  of  indolence  or  aversion.    The 
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sloil^id  man  saitii^  there  is  a  limi  in  the  way^  a 
lion  is  in  the  streets.  There  is  nothing  which 
stands  between  yon  and  everlasting  salvation, 
bnt  a  proud,  obstinate,  nnhoiy  will.  Ve  wiU 
not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  lifey  is  the 
reproachful  language  of  our  Saviour.  Work 
out  your  own  sidvaium  foith  fear  and  tremhlingj 
for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you,  to  wiU  and  to 
do  of  his  good  pleasure,  is  the  emphatic  argu- 
ment and  direction  of  his  Apostle.  It  is  your 
duty  then  to  venture  every  thing  on  the  pro- 
mise of  God.  You  may  resolve  on  taking  upon 
yourselves  the  vows  of  religion  in  his  strength. 
Only  rise  and  be  doing,  and  God  will  be  idth 
you.  Nothing  harsh,  nothing  severe  is  enjoined; 
the  fiEuntert  desire,  the  weakest  eflfort,  shall  not 
be  despised.  .The  very  rite  of  confirmation  will, 
under  the  divine  blessing,  be  the  means  of  con- 
veying to  you  some  measure  of  the  grace  you 
need.  It  shall  certify  you  of  God*s  favour  and 
gracious  goodness  towards  you;  the  united 
prayers  of  the  Bishop  and  the  congr^tion  shall 
not-  be  offered  in  vain.  You  shall  be  endued 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  you  to  fulfil 
your  promises ;  you  shall  go  on,  if  you  are  not 
wanting  to  yourselves,  firom  strength  to  strength, 
relying  on  the  Lord,,  and  the  power  of  his 
might;  for  The  youths, shaU  faUnt  and  he  wpary, 
and  the  young  men  shall  utterly  fall.  But  they 
that  umt  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their 
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sfrmgthr  they  shall  mount  vp  on  mrtgs^-^ 
eagles;  thejf  shall  rtui,  and  not  be  toearyi  and 
they  shall  wtdky  and  not  faints 


A  PRAYER 

FOR  A  PERSON  WHO  18  ABOUT  TO  BB   CONFfRMBll. 

O  MOST  gracious  and  blessed  God,  who 
hast  so  loved  the  world  as  to  gi?e  tluiie  ooly 
begotten  Son^  that  whosoever  believedi  in  Him 
should  not  perish^  but  have  everlasting  life^  I 
beseech  Thee  to  have  mercy  upon  me^  a  guilty 
sinner!  Enable  me^  by  thy  graoe^  to  enter  into 
a  solemn  covenant  with  Thee^  in  the  sacred 
rite  of  €k>nfirmation;  give  me  thy  Holy  Spirikj 
9a  my  Teacher^  Comforter,  and  Sanctifier.  I 
bless  Thy  holy  name  that  I  was  bom  of  Chris- 
tian  parents^  and  was  admitted  to  Thy  holy 
baptism.  O,  strengthen  me  with  Thy  heavenly 
grace,  that  I  may  indeed  take  upon  myself  the 
TOWS  which  were  then  made  in  my  name.  I 
desire,  O  God,  truly  to  repent  of  aU  my  sinfi ;  I 
would  abase  myself  before  Thee  for  my  original 
and  actual  transgressions,  and  ei^eciaUy  for  the 
wicked  affections  ci  my  heart.  I  impkNre  of 
Thee,  O  Lord,  the  fi'ee  pardon  and  forgiveness 
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of  my  iniquitieSj  through  the  alone  merits  and 
satisfaction  of  Thy  Son  our  Lord.    I  plead  no 
other  name  under  Heaven^  but  only  the  name 
of  thy  dear  Son;  I  desire  to  devote  and  give  up 
myself  .to  Thce^  according  to  the  tenour  6f  thy 
graoious  covenant.  I  would  renounce  the  Worki? 
of  the  Devil^  the  worlds  and  the  flesh/  and  de- 
dioate  my  body^  soul^  and  spirit  to  thee^  ^  no 
Imiger  my  own^  but  bought  with  the  inestimable 
price  of  the  blood  of  Thy  Son  Jesus  Christ.    I 
pray,  O  Lord,  for  the  especial  aid- of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  that  I  may  be  truly  sincere  in'  my  en- 
gagements which  I  make  befotc  Thee/  and  that 
I  may  have  power  to  keep  the  same.    Assist 
m^  O  Lord^  iti  preparing 'for  the  public  con- 
firmation of  my  vows.    Be  with  me  during  the 
solemnities  of  the  ordinance  itself.    May  thd 
prayors  of  Thy  servant  the  Bishop  be  heard  and 
answered.    May  Thy  Holy  Spirit  be  conferred 
upon  me.    May  I  devoutly  expect  and  depend 
apon  His  grace;  and  may  this  occasion  be  ever 
preserved  in  my  remembrance  in  future  years, 
to  the  gloiy  of  Thy  great  name  and  the  benefit 
of  iHysoul.    These  mercies  I  humbly  implore, 
ia  the  name  Md  through  the*  mediation  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
OurFather^  &c« 
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A  PRAYER 

fOR  A  YOUNG  PBR80N  AFTBR  CONnRMATEON. 

O  iNHNiTR  and  ever-glorioos  God^  I  Men 
Thy  great  name^  that  Thou  bast  condesoended 
to  encourage  and  command  sinners  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  Thyself.  I  adore  tbee  fcr 
Thy  condescension  in  permitting  me»  the.mo6t 
unworthy  of  Thy  creatures^  to  aj^roach  Thee 
in  the  presence  of  Thy  churchy  and  join  myself 
publicly  to  the  number  of  Thy  &ithM  people. 
O^  forgave  the  infirmities  which  acoompanied 
my  performance  of  this  wdghty  duty ;  and  ac- 
cept my  praises  for  every  good  thought^  eveiy 
holy  desire,  and  every  sincere  purpose  of  my 
mind  in  it.  Help  me,  O  God,  ever  to  ke^  on 
my  heart  a  sense  of  the  unspeakable  blearings 
wUch  have  been  bestowed  upon  me.  May  I 
consider  how  solemnly  I  have  consecrated  fmy<- 
self  to  Thee  as  a  living  sacrifice.  Do  thoa^:  O 
Lord,  confirm  me  in  these  vows.  Grant  that 
the  prayers  of  Thy  church  may  be  heard:  in 
heaven.  Thy  dwelling-place.  I  desire  mosti  so- 
lemnly to  renew  the  engagements  I  have  pub- 
licly made.  I  would  take  Thee  in  Jesus  CSirist 
as  my  God,  my  fiither,  my  portion,  and  my  all. 
Op  endue  me  daily,  more  and  more,  with  Thy 
Hdiy  Spirit!  Grant  me  inward  strength  for 
d<»ng  and  sufiering  Thy  whole  will.    Unite  me 
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oontimially^  more  and  more^  to  the  mystical 
body  of  lliy  dear  Son.   May  I  walk  in  nevnesB 
of  life.    May  I  be  preserved  from  the  sinfal 
practices  of  the  worlds  from  the  corrupt  desires 
of  the  fleshy  and  from  the  malicious  works  of 
the  Devil.    May  I  practice  all  such  good  works 
as  become  my  holy  profession.    May  I  never 
draw  back  frt>m  Thy  ways.  May  I  be  advandng 
in  Thy  true  faith  and  fear.     O^  give  me  to 
abound  in  all  the  fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Enable  me  to  abide  in  Christ  my  Saviour^  as 
the  branch  abideth  in  the  vine.    Assist  me  to 
glorify  Thy  name,  to  adorn  Thy  Gospel,  and  to 
fhlfil  all  the  various  duties  to  which  I  may  be 
called.   Grant  me  grace  to  be  spiritual,  humble^ 
circumspect,  resigned,  cheerful,  and  consistent 
in  my  whole  conversation  and  conduct.    And, 
O,  vouchsafe  to  me  by  Thy  mercy,  that  I  may 
so  pass  through  things  temporal^  thatJinaUy  I 
lose  not  the  things  eternal.  These  mercies  I  hum- 
bly implore,  in  the  name  and  through  the  me- 
diation of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
Our  Father,  &c. 
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An  Ajddrbbb  delivered  at  the  Second  ^- 
nwereary  of  the  Bloomsbury  and  South 
Pancras  Auxiliary  British  and  Fo- 
reign BiBLB  Society,  February  27, 
1815. 


SIR, 

I  AM  sore  every  one  must  participate 
in  my  feelings  in  rising  after  what  yon  have  al- 
ready heard.  No  one  can  hope  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  impression  which  has  been  made : 
it  only  remains  for  him  not  to  lessen  the  effect 
which  he  cannot  produce.  And  indeed,  I 
must  confess  I  rejoice  in  witnessing  the  emo- 
tions which  are  excited  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause I  have  always  thought  that  the  simple 
and  high  cause  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  calls  not  so  much  for  argument  as  feel- 
ing, and  appeals  rather  to  the  kindling  energies 
of  a  pious  mind,  thftn  to  the  cold  deductions  of 
a  tame  and  distrustful  prudence.  For  who  can 
justly  appreciate  the  sacred  Volume  of  Inspira- 
tion, or  feel  aright  tiie  obligations  under  which 
we  lie  to  that  God  who  has  blessed  us  with  the 
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gift^  and  not  employ  every  Intimate  effiirt  to 
disseminate  it  throughout  the  earth?  It  really. 
Sir,  does  suiprise  me,  the  more  I  consider  the 
subject,  that  in  tUs  Protestant  oonntry,  any  se^^v 
rioos  objection  should  be  mac^e  to  the  peaceful 
union  of  Christians  for  such  a  cause  as  t^. 
And  yet,  objections  are  stated  and  circulated 
with  sa  much  of  misrepresentation  and  confi* 
deuce,  that  it  may  perhaps  be  allowed  %^  me, 
as  a  Secretary  of  this  Auxiliary  Society,  to  no- 
tice slightly  one  or  twa  points. 

K  I  am  asked,  then,  on  what  principle,  as  a 
clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  I  unite-in 
tUft  Society  with  Christians  who  are  separated 
from  her  communion,  my  reply  is,  that  the  Holj 
Scriptures  is  common  ground  which  all  Chris* 
tians  m^y  £»irly  occupy.  If  indeed  I  were  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  mm^ 
tains  that  there  is  no  salvation  out  of  her  ^wn 
communion^  and  cfwdemns  without  discrioiioa- 
tioA  to  eternal  punishment  those  whom  she 
brands  as  heretics,  I  might  hesitate  even  on  so 
inniple  a  subject  as  this.  But^  Sir,  I  profew 
myself  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Church  o€ 
England,  which,  has.  seceded  fron^  thatapostatQ 
body,  and  seceded  upon  this  principle,  amongst 
otbers>  that  the  Bible  alone  is  th^  lbuat«ui  of 
authority  and  trut|i.  I  belong  to  a  ehnreh 
which,  whilst  it  adheres  to  its  own  r^rmed 
«postoUcal  discipUiie^  admits  all  those  <ither 
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WioM  commimitiesi  which  hoU  the  main 
doctrines  of  salvatioii  to  be  parts  of  the  calfao^ 
lie  body  of  Christ's  Church.  With  these  views, 
I  may  lament  indeed  what  appear  to  me  to 
be  the  enors  or  mistakes  of  the  Lutheran  tui 
well  as  Calvinistio  Chnrches  on  the  continent; 
I  may  lament  some  usages  or  seintimeats  of  the 
Presbyterian  Communion  in  Scotland,  and  of  our 
IKssenting  Bodie^  at  home;  but  I  do  ilol;  thece^ 
fore  presume  to  delude  them  from  the  pate  of 
the  spiritual  church;  I  do  not  therefore  refino 
to  act  with  them  in  a  design  which  touchesion 
BO  one  point  of  either  doctrine  or  polity;  I  do 
not  therefore  spurn  the  proposal  of  ascending 
above  the  spot  where  the  stream  divides  itsetl^ 
and  drinking  at  that  higher  and  purer  tonmt 
which  rolls  for  the  life  and  refreshm^t  of  the 
natkmfi.  Nay,  Sir,  the  v]ery  feeliiiigs  which  iMd 
me  to  lament  over  the  divisions  of  the  Cbristite 
church,  only  increase  the  ardour  with  wUch  I 
press  to  the  conseorated  ele^ration  where  i  otm 
cordially  cooperate  with  my  Christian  brethreiv 
and  look  down  for  a  moment  on  the  difierenoes 
which  are  left  behind  us  on  the  distant  plain. 

I  allow,  that  there  is  need  of  caution  in 
employing  this  kind  ef  sentimeBt.  An  inp 
temperate  zeal  in  support  of  the  most  iimoeent 
principles  may  betray  an  onsudpecfiog  nund» 
We  are  compelled,  I  am  aware,  frequently  to 
hesitate  when  proposals  of  GO-<^>eratioii,  ^<mgh 
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at  first  Bigbt  plausible^  may  appear  fikdy  to  lead 
on  to  measures  which  we  do  hot  exactly  under- 
stand^ and  may  not  be  able  to  controul.  In 
fiu^t,  all  general  axioms  require  consideration 
when  brought  down  to  particular  cases.  -  But» 
Sir^  I  feel  no  hesitation  for  a  single  moment  in 
applying  the  univentel  rule  of  Christian  charity 
to  the  measure  before  us.  I  need  not/  I  cannot 
pause,  When  I  see  my  way  so  clearly  as  I  do  in 
the  Bible  Society.  In  the  dissemination  of  the 
unerring  word  of  God  our  project  begins  and 
ends-  What  danger  can  be  secretly  at  work 
here^  I  am  utterly  unable  to  discover.  The  mo- 
ment^  however,  any  sinister  designs — ^whichitis 
to  my  mind  almost  impossible  to  associate  with 
such  a  cause— shall  appear  to  be  necessarily 
appended  to  it,  that  moment  I  reserve  for  with- 
drawing myself  from  this  grand  and  simple  in- 
stitution. 

And  in  taking  this  ground^  which  I  have 
not  taken  lightly,  I  conceive  that  I  am  promot- 
ing in  the  surest  manner  the  stability  and  gloiy 
of  the  Church  to  which  I  belong.  I  know 
I  am  here  entering  on  a  delicate  topic ;  but  I 
trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  express,  with  every 
deference  for  the  opinion  of  others,  the  view 
which  has  presentckl  itself  to  my  own  mind.  In 
every  national  churchy  and  especially  in  those 
which  have  long  been  protected  by  the  state^ 
and  which  enjoy  external  peace^  there  are  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BIBLR.SOCIBTV.  481 

ways  of  advancing  its  interests.     The  one  is 
that  of  firm  and  enlightened  attachment^  which 
endeavours  to  allot  to  every  branch  of  the  wide 
subject  of  Christian  doctrine  and  discipline  the 
importance  which  it  respectively  claims ;  which 
stands  immoveable  on  the  grand  peculiarities  of 
Christianity  to  which  all  external  institutions 
are  subservient^  and  endeavours  by  ev€u*y  honest 
method  to  conciliate  the  regards  of  those^  who^ 
agreeing  with  us  in  the  great  truths  of  the  Gos- 
pel^ differ  on  the  subordinate  topics  of  order 
and  polity;  which^in  a  word,  unites  consistency 
to  our  own  principles,  with  candour  and  mode- 
ration towards  those  of  othei*s.    Need  I  say, 
Sir^  that  there  is  another  ordef  of  pe^ons  who 
appear  to  me  too  much  to  incline,  little  I  am 
sare  as  they  suspect  it,  to  the  side  of  apprehen- 
sion,  timidity,   coldness,  aversion  towards  all 
who  differ  from  their  own  judgment  of  what 
constitutes  truth  even  on  the  smallest  points ; 
who  lay  on  matters  of  discipline  a  weight  which 
tbey  can  never  fairly  bear ;  who  pursue  with  a 
common  ardour  topics  differing  widely  from 
each  other  in  almost  every  respect,  and  which 
ought  to  be  defended  with  a  discriminating  re- 
gard to  their  relative  importance;  and  who,  as  a 
consequence  of  this,  at  times  appear  to  be  quite 
as  zealous .  for  the  forms,  as  for  the  substance, 
of  Christianity.    In   making  these  remarks,  I 
mean  nothing  personal  or  disrespectful:  I  speak 
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only  of  what  arises  from  the  natural  and  almost 
umform  tendency  of  circumstances  on  the  in^- 
firmities  of  our  common  nature.  Now^  Sir, 
those  who  would  uphold  our  Church  by  taking 
this  narrow  ground^  seem  to  me  not  suffici^itly 
to  distinguish  between  nicety  and  wisdom:  be* 
tween  that  generous  and  candid  temper  which 
allows  every  principle  to  stand  on  its  true  foot^ 
ing;  and  that  fretfulness  which^  by  pushing 
some  points  of  importance  indeed^  but  inferior 
importance^  beyond  their  natural  limits  rather 
weakens  than  promotes  the  strength  of  the 
whole.  The  energy  of  the  true  churchman^  his 
zeal^  his  love^  his  fervour^  will  ever  rest  on  the 
main  points  of  the  Christian  fi&ith.  Upon  other 
subjects^  and  upon  the  discipline  of  the  Church 
amongst  the  rest^  he  will  fix  a  steady  and  con^ 
sistent  regard;  but  he  will  never  so  far  mistake 
as  to  be  over-wise;  he  will  never  obtrude  minor 
points  of  truth  on  occasions  where  they  have  no 
place;  he  will  never  sacrifice  to  doubtful,  and 
at  best  inferior  considerations,  some  of  the  nob- 
biest opportunities  of  glorifying  God.  Whether 
any  measure  of  this  kind  of  feeling  may,  how^ 
ever  unintentionally,  have  operated  to  the  ^fis* 
advantage  of  the  Bible  Society,  I  will  not  un- 
dertake to  say.  I  will  only  venture  to  aflGimi^ 
that  the  more  maturely  I  have  been  able  to 
weigh  this  great  question  in  all  its  bearings^  the 
more  decidedly  am  I  convinced  that  the  parti* 
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oukr  interests  of  the  Church  of  England  will 
be  advanced  by  the  exertions  of  her  members  id 
the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

And  indeed,  Sir,  if  this  view  of  the  case 
generally  were  not  so  clear  in  itself,  or  so 
strongly  confirmed  by  the  uniform  expeiience  of 
every  age  of  the  Church,  as  it  appears  to  iny 
mind  to  be,  I  should  still,  I  confess,  be  back<» 
ward  to  believe  that  the  apostolical  Church  of 
these  realms  would  ever  really  suffer  by  her  aeal 
in  distributing  that  word  of  God,  which  first 
brought  her  out  from  the  corruptions  of  the  Fku 
pacy,  and  which  can  alone  preserve  in  her  the 
spirit  by  which  that  separation  was  made.  And 
surely,  Sir,  to  the  mere  surmises  of  those  who 
would  tell  us  of  future  and  hidden  evils,  of  se-* 
cret  sources  of  mischief,  of  unknown  seeds  of 
decay,  it  is  fair  to  oppose  surmises  of  a  contrary 
nature;  it  is  fiur  to  avow  our  hopes  of  the  bles« 
sing  of  the  Almighty,  of  that  blessing  which  is 
the  real  strength  of  the  church.  And  indeed. I 
think  any  one  who  has  taken  even  a  hasty  view 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  an^  Fordgn 
Bible  Society,  will  testify,  that,  so  far  from  any 
of  the  fi^rs  of  the  apprehensive  having  been  re- 
alized, those  proceedings  have  tended  to  increase 
the  piety  and  zeal  of  the  members  of  our  cbufi^fa^ 
to  seat  ber  more  firmly  in  the  affections  of  htt 
people,  to  whom  she  is  dispensing  the  most  ifSH 
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portafat  benefits^  and  thas  id  fact  to  strengthen 
the  surest  foundations  of  her  power. 

But^  Sir,  I  am  told  that  all  these  and  simi- 
lar considerations  are  irrelevant,  for  there  is 
another  society  which  might  have  accomplished 
all  that  we  have  done.  But  on  this  point,  I 
would  only  ask,  whether  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  two  institutions  will  undertake  to  say, 
that  if  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
had  never  existed,  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  would  have  performed  all 
that  she  has  effected — that  is,  that  that  Society 
would  have  distributed  upwards  of  a  million  of 
Bibles. and  Testaments,  in  addition  to  those 
which  she  has  actually  circulated?  Nay,  I 
would  ask  again,  whether  any  candid  person 
will  say  that  that  excellent  institution  would 
even  have  made  the  increased  exertions  which 
we  have  all  seen  and  admired  (none  of  us  more 
than  the  numerous  individuals,  who,  like  myself, 
are  members  of  both  Societies),  if  the  impulse 
had  not  been  given,  I  do  not  say,  by  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  but  by  that  blessing 
of  God  which  has  rested  on  the  dissemination' of 
his  own  word.  Sir,  it  is  the  interest  excited  in 
behalf  of  this  simple  and  unadorned  plan  of 
distributing  the  Bible  without  note  or  comment, 
to  which  the  new  vigour  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
various  other  important  religious  institutions,  is 
in  a  great  measure  to  be  traced.  But,  independ- 
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ently  of  these  considerations,  it  reafly  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  that,  when  a  gfrand  scheme  of  bene- 
volence is  on  foot,  and  has  prospered  for  ten  or 
eleven  years  greatly  beyond  the  expectations  of 
even  its  warmest  admirers,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
unfortunate  arguments  that  can  be  deviseid  to 
turn  round  upon  it,  and  say.  If  you  would  but 
have  remained  quiet,  we  would  have  done  ail 
this   good  for  you.      O,   when  will  the    un- 
holy spirit  of  rivalry  be  extinguished  in  bur 
breasts,  and  no  other  emulation  be  known  but 
that  of  outstripping  each  other  in  the  sacred 
race  of  charity!     Instead  of  uncertain  specu- 
lations on  the  probability  of  events  now  b^ond 
our  reach,  would  it  not  be  a  better  proof  of  a 
truly  Christian  spirit  to  adore  that  gracious 
Providence  which  works  by  means  little  thought 
of  by  man,    which  grants  success  when  and 
where  it  pleases,  and  which  advances  by  the 
concurrent  efforts  of  different  benevolent  in- 
stitutions, the  common  end  of  the  divine  glory 
in  the  salvation  of  the  world? 

For  my  own  part.  Sir,  it  is  little  for  me  to 
say  that,  with  these  views  of  the  subject,  I 
shall  continue  to  support,  insignificant  as  that 
support  is,  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  which  contains  in  fact  in  the  one 
unbending  principle  of  circulating  the  Bible 
alone,  the  answer  to  every  fair  objection,  and 
the  motive  to  the  most  zealous  exertions.    The 
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most  formidable  objection  against  tbis  Instita- 
tion  which  I  can  imagine^  would  be^  if  it  could 
be  truly  said,  that  the  members  of  it  were  not 
living  under  the  influence  of  the  great  doc- 
trines and  duties  of  the  Book  which  they  dis- 
aeminate«  To  aim  at  a  practical  result  from 
our  meetings  is  the  duty  of  us  all.  I  am  sure 
the  celebration  of  the  anniversaries  of  our 
subordinate  Societies  has  a  tendency  to  promote 
this  end.  Yes,  Sir,  we  do  not  come  here  to 
deal  out  insipid  commendations;  we  do  not 
come  to  display  ourselves  or  triumph  over 
others.  We  come  to  be  animated  in  our  high 
exertions;  we  come  to  have  the  baser  pas- 
sions of  our  nature  subdued,  and  the  holier 
affections  of  it  enkindled;  we  come  to  learn  the 
jprogress  and  success  of  our  past  efforts,  and  to 
cast  an  eager  view  over  the  boundless  prospect 
which  stretches  on  every  side  around  us.  And, 
whatever  may  be  the  varying  sentiments  of 
diflEferent  minds  in  the  moment  of  darkness  and 
prejudice  now,  we  may  be  assured  that  in  the 
solemn  hour  when  the  brightening  rays  of 
eternity  shall  break  in  upon  us,  and  all  the 
^rsuits  imd  objects  of  men  lie  exposed  in  thdr 
native  colours,  we  shall  never  repent  of  those 
flseasures  which  we  may  have  taken  for  the 
diffusion  of  that  stupendous  revelation  of  Christ 
Jesus,  which  is  our  best  coasolation  in  this  life 
and  our  only  source  of  hope  for  the  next. 
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Address  on  seconding  the  T%ird  Resoh^ 
tion  at  the  First  Anniversary  Meeting 
of  the  Bristol  Auxiliary  Society  for 
Promoting  Christianity  amongst  the 
Jews,  October  3,  1816. 


My  Lord^ 

In  rising  to  second  the  motion  which 
has  been  assigned  me,  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused 
is.  I  venture  to  take  a  somewhat  extended  view 
of  the  great  question  connected  with  this 
Society. 

And  here  I  am  ready  to  admit,  what  I  well 
remember  to  have  felt  in  my  own  mind,  that 
the  attempt  to  promote  Christianity  among  th^ 
Jews  does  not  on  the  first  appearance  seem 
very  attractive.  There  is  a  mingled  feeling  of 
contempt  and  despondency  in  the  minds  of 
Christians  towards  the  fallen  house  of  Israel 
tod  Judah,  which  indisposes  them  from  making 
those    compassionate    aad    persevering   efforts 
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which  their  case  demands.  We  torn  from  the 
subject  with  indifference^  if  not  mth  disgosb 
and  employ  our  labours  and  our  prayers  on 
objects  more  congenial  to  our  prejudices  or  more 
flattering  to  our  hopes.  But  surely  such  a  state 
of  feeling  is  both  unreasonable  and  anful. 
Surely  it  must  spring  from  self-conceit  of  our 
own  privileges  as  Gentiles^  or  from  distrust  of 
the  future  promises  of  mercy  to  the  Jewish 
people,  or  from  a  perverse  inconsistency  in  the 
exercise  of  our  charity  towards  the  miserable. 
There  is  nothing,  I  can  safely  say,  which  fills 
me  with  greater  shame  than  the  recollection  of 
my  own  share  in  this  guilt.  And  therefore  I  am 
anxious,  in  the  very  outset  of  what  I  have  further 
to  offer,  to  remove  if  possible  so  fatal  an  obstacle 
—an  obstacle  which  bars  up  the  way  even  to 
the  candid  consideration  of  a  subject^  which, 
the  more  it  is  understood,  will  I  am  persuaded 
the  more  strongly  commend  itself  to  our  judg- 
ments and  our  hearts. 

For  I  really  must  be  permitted  to  think,  that 
in  whatever  light  we  view  the  efforts  of  this 
Society,  whether  as  simply  directed  to  instruct 
and  relieve  an  immense  body  of  unhappy  and 
degraded  individuals,  or  as  involving  the  whole 
subject  of  the  restoration  and  glory  of  the 
antient  people  of  God,  there  are  few  benevolent 
institutions  which  have  so  large  and  undisputed 
a  claim  on  our  support. 
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For  no  one/  I  conceive^  will  deny,  that  the 
Jewish  dispersion  contams  a  number  of  not  less 
than  five  millions  of  immortal  86als,  living 
without  God  and  dying  without  hope ;  and  yet 
capable  of  grace  and  pardon  as  well  as  ourselves; 
destined  to  appear  before  the  same  bar  of  God ; 
and  who  can  only  be  rescued  from  destruction 
by  the  same  mighty  redemption  of  the  divine 
Saviour.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  this 
people  are  at  present;  for  the  most  part»  in  a 
peculiarly  wretched  condition';  without  a  coun- 
try, without  religion,  without  morals,  without 
education,  without  character ;  filled  with  enmity 
against  the  name  of  Christ ;  the  scorn,  in 
short,  and  the  rebuke  of  the  earth.  As  little 
can  it  be  denied  that  their  former  privil^es — 
us  that  favoured  nation  to  whom  pertained  the 
adoption,  and  the  glory,  and  the  covenants,  and 
the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  service  of  God, 
and  the  promises — shed  yet  a  ray  of  splendour 
even  over  their  fallen  state;  whilst  the  incalcu- 
lable benefits  they  hiave  beeu  the  means  of  com- 
municating to  the  world — benefits  which  com- 
prize all  we  enjoy  here  and  all  we  hope  for 
hereafter— benefits  which  comprehend  even  that 
adorable  mystery  of  our  salvation  which  alone 
gives  us  the  pre-eminence  over  the  Jew  or  the 
heathen,  constitute  at  least  a  clmm  upon  our 
warmest  gratitude. 

What  then  are  the  steps  which  our  Society 
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ia  taking  far  the  benefit  of  tbifl  most  interestiDg 
people  i  It  16  edaeatidg  their  dbildren  in  the 
ChriMiaQ  faith.  It  is  translatitig  the  New 
Testament  into  their  sacred  language.  It  is 
delivering  Courses  of  Lectures  on  the  evidences 
of  the  Messiahship  of  Christ.  It  is  publishing 
books  on  ihe  questions  in  controversy  between 
the  Jews  and  Christians.  It  is  supporting  a 
Jews*  Episcopal  Chapel  for  the  public  worship 
of  God.  It  is  maintaining  a  correspondence  in 
various  parts  of  the  world  with  persons  inter^ 
ested  in  the  welfore  of  the  Hebrew  people.  It 
ii  aiSbrding  in  paiticular  cases  temporal  relirf 
to  those  whose  profession  of  Christianity  ei:<- 
poses  them  to  inevitable  desertion  and  ruin.  It 
is  opening  a  point  of  union  and  protection  to 
Jews  from  every  quarter,  who  are  sincerely 
inquiring  into  the  evidences  of  our  religion.  It 
is  thus  gradually  lessening  the  deplorable  hos- 
tility of  the  Jew  to  the  Christian  name,  and  con- 
vincing him  that  we  can  deplore  his  infidelity, 
whilst  we  pity  and  love  the  person  of  the  in- 
fidel, and  aim  at  instructing  and  saving  his 
soul. 

How  admirable  then  is  such  a  design,  even 
in  the  confined  view  we  are  as  yet  taking  of  the 
subject!  Surely  the  Jew  is  our  brother;  and 
his  pitiable  case  should  at  all  events  touch  our 
compassion,  and  lead  us  to  employ  a  propop- 
tionate  zeal  in  promoting  his  salvation,  consider- 
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ing  him  simply  as  a  fallen  aod  wretched  suf* 
ferer.  And  when  we  consider  the  number  of 
children  that  have  actually  been  educated  in 
this  school^  amounting  to  nearly  two  hundred ; 
%ht  large  portion  of  the  Hebrew  translation  of 
the  New  Testament  which  has  already  been 
printed  under  the  patronage  of  six  most  learned 
Prelates  of  our  Churchy  and  in  a  manner  to 
obtain  the  commendation  of  the  first  oriental 
scholars — a  work  so  important^  that  if  it  were 
the  only  object  of  our  Society^  it  would  of  itself 
more  than  repay  all  its  exertions — ^when  we  con- 
sider the  number  of  true  converts  to  the  faith 
of  Christ  which  has  blessed  our  labours^  and 
the  interest  for  their  temporal  and  spiritual 
improvement  which  has  been  created  in  various 
countries^  I  really  think  this  infant  Establish- 
ment presents  as  strong  and  affecting  an  appeal 
to  the  piety  and  benevolence  of  Christians  as 
was  ever  advanced  by  any  charitable  associa* 
tion. 

But  how  inadequate  a  view  have  we  taken 
of  this  subject^  in  considering  the  Jews  merely 
as  on  the  stiroe  footing  with  the  suffering  and 
Ignorant  nations  around  us.  There  are  other 
and  more  commanding  topics  to  be  adverted  to; 
topics  which  raise  the  question  from  the  ordi- 
nary mass  of  beneficent  effoits^  and  place  it 
upon  a  peculiar  and  most  sacred  elevation. 

For  may  I  not  be  allowed  here  to  ask^  in 
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the  first  place,  whether  the  Scripture  does  not 
expressly  foretel  the  future  conversion  of  the 
house  of  Israel?  This  is,  I  believe,  so  little 
controverted,  that  I  will  not  stop  to  insist  upon 
it.  I  will  merely  say,  that  if  there  be  one  point 
of  the  prophetic  word  more  clear  than  another, 
it  is,  that  the  Deliverer  shall  come  from  Sion, 
that  the  veil  shall  be  removed  from  the  heart  of 
this  people,  that  they  shall  be  inserted  again 
into  their  own  olive,  and  that  so  all  Israel  shall 
be  saved.  The  future  convei*sion  of  the  Gentile 
nations,  does  not  in  my  judgment  rest  upon 
such  numerous  and  unequivocal  testimonies  of 
the  divine  word,  as  that  of  the  antient  people  of 
God;  and  yet  of  the  universal  diffusion  of  the 
Gospel  among  the  Gentiles,  what  Christian 
entertains  a  doubt? 

I  inquire  then,  in  the  next  place,  whether 
the  ordinary  means  of  instruction,  are  to  be 
employed  in  accomplishing  this  great  event. 
And  who  can  hesitate  on  such  a  point?  In 
what  single  step,  relating  to  the  propagation  of 
the  Gospel  or  the  conversion  of  sinnera,  does 
not  God  use  the  means  which  he  has  enjoined 
on  us  as  our  duty,  and  to  which  he  has  promised 
to  attach  his  blessing?  In  what  part  even  of 
the  eventful  history  of  the  Jews  themselres 
were  not  instruction,  and  reproof,  and  warning, 
and  invitation,  the  force  of  argument  and  the 
tenderness  of  persuasion  employed  ?     At.  the 
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yery  moment  when  they  triiimphed  over  the 
bondage  of  Egjrpt,  and  the  opening  waves  di- 
vided at  the  rod  of  the  prophet;  was  not  that  law 
delivered,  which  was  to  controul  their  conduct 
and  direct  their  obedience?  Even  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  miracles  which  attended  their  sub- 
sequent journeys  or  repose,  their  captivity  or 
their  return,  the  infancy  of  their  nation  or  its 
maturity,  were  not  exhortation  and  instruction 
added  to  the  extraordinary  symbols  of  the  divine 
presence  ?  And  this  in  the  period  of  the  church 
when  a  theocracy  yet  subsisted,  and  the  splen- 
dour of  miracles  shone  around  it.  And  can  we 
doubt  whether  means  are  to  be  employed  now, 
when  miracles  have  been  suspended  for  so  many 
centuries,  and  when  all  the  astonishing  operations 
of  almighty  grace  in  the  present  day,  are  car- 
ried on  by  ordinary  combinations  of  human 
wisdom  and  effort?  Whether  indeed  any  thing 
properly  miraculous  may  accompany  the  con- 
version and  restoration  of  this  people  to  their 
ownr  land,  if  we  are  right  in  our  expectations  of 
that  restoration,  lam  not  concerned  to  deter- 
mine; it  is  quite  sufficient  to  know,  that  the  use 
of  means  is  indispensable  in  the  order  of  the 
divine  procedure,  and  therefore  binding  on  the 
conscience  of  every  obedient  Christian.  In  fact, 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  we  might  as  well 
'wait  for  the  intervention  of-  miracles  in  our 
attempts  to  convert  the  Gentile,  as  ip  the  case 
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of  the  Jew.  And  such  an  assertioii  I  know  baa 
actually  been  made;  but  made  by  those  who 
were  secretly  anxious  to  dismiss  an  tinwdcome 
subject^  or  were  ignorant  of  the  efficacy  of 
grace  in  renewing  and  sanctifying  the  human 
heart.  Only  a  few  years  ago  we  were  as  gravely 
told^  that  the  Hindoo  could  not  be  converted 
without  a  prodigy^  as  we  now  are  that  the  Jew 
cannot.  And  I  pray  God^  that  the  evidence  of 
facts  which  has  confounded  the  one  objectiony 
may  lead  us  to  the  active  employment  of  those 
means  which  God  may  bless  to  the  refutation  of 
the  other. 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  further  doubted^  wb^ 
ther  the  present  be  a  suitable  time  for  making 
this^  attempt,  however  right  such  an  attempt 
may  in  itself  be.  And  'must  then^  I  would  ask, 
the  same  objection  which  was  advanced  of  old 
against  the  reaiing  of  the  Second  Temple,  be 
deliberately  answered  now,  ere  we  pnt  our 
hands  to  the  erection  of  the  new  and  spiritual 
edifice?  Is  it  then  time  far  you,  O  ye,  to  dwell 
in  your  ceiled  houses,  and  this  house  lie  waste? 
Is  it  for  you  to  know  the  times  and  the  seasons, 
which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power? 
Is  it  a  time  to  disperse  your  Bibles  over  the 
world,  and  to  send  your  missionaries  into  every 
quarter?  Is  it  a  time  to  educate  your  children^ 
and  scatter  your  blessings  at  home  and  abroad  ? 
And,  is  it  not  a  time  to  think  upon  Zion  and 
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fovour  the  dust  thereof;  to  raiae  the  fslXen 
tabernacle  of  David,  and  weep  over  the  desol^ 
tions  of  Israel?  Yes,  adorable  SaTioor ;  to  raise 
such  objections  is  to  trifle  with  onr  duty  to^ 
wards  thee !  It  is  not  argament  on  this  point, 
but  thy  grace,  which  we  need.  We  confess  with 
shame  our  backwardness  in  this  work  of  mercyt 
We  acknowledge  that  ages  have  rolled  by, 
whilst  Christians  have  be^i  despising  and  per- 
secuting, instead  of  pitying  and  instructing, 
thy  long-lost,  but  not  rejected  people.  O  that 
the  time  may  now  be  come  for  the  eflfusion  of 
thy  Spirit  upon  us ;  the  time  when  thy  mercy 
shall  soften  our  hearts,  the  time  when  repent-' 
ance  for  onr  past  delay,  shall  quicken  our  future 
diligence,  and  a  tender  affectionate  sympathy  for 
the  Jew,  shall  take  place  of  our  lifeless  indiflfter-^ 
ence  or  presumptuous  despair ! 

It  may  howeva*,  in  the  last  place,  be  still 
said  by  some,  that  the  attempt  has  been  made 
and  has  failed;  op  at  least  that  such  discourage- 
ments have  arisen  as  may  well  check  the  hope 
of  any  considerable  success.  And  here,  I  ap- 
prehend, the  i^eal  weight  of  all  the  preseait 
objections  against  our  Society  may  be  said  to 
lie.  Allow  Hie  therefore  a  momenfs  further 
attention,  and  I  trust  some  considerations  may 
be  suggested  calculated  to  lessen  its  force.  For, 
on  the  very  face  of  the  question,  I  do  not 
understand  how  an  attempt  to  promote  Chris- 
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Vianity  am<Hig8t  the  Jews. can  be  said  to. have. 
&iled^  when  it  is  only  jost  now  being  made^ 
and  all  onr  proceedings  are  in  an  incipient  state. 
Certainly  we  can  never  look  for  success^  if  we 
sit  down  in  despondency  without  having  feidy 
entered  on  the  necessary  exertion.  Considering 
the  infant  state  of  the  cause  and  the  lai^or 
with  which  it  has  had  to  contend^  I  mnst  be 
permitted  to  assert  that  our  advance  has  by  no 
means  been  slow^  and  that  the  prospect  of 
ultimate  success  is  far  from  discouraging.  In 
our  estimate  of  it,  indeed,  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  in  mind  the  particular  nature  of  the  cause 
in  which  we  are  engaged.  We  have  no  right  to 
expect  that  splendour  and  magnitude  in  .our 
proceedings  which  attend  the  Societies  for 
spreading  the  Scriptures  over  the  earth,,  or  for 
converting  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  Heathen 
and  Mohammedan  people.  .We  have  here  to  do 
with  a  dispersed  nation,  which  however  nu- 
merous in  itself  is  yet  comparatively  of  small 
extent— not  exceeding  in  the  whole  (as  is  .com- 
monly,  supposed)  five  millions-— and  wander- 
ing in  almost  every  r^on  of  the  earth.  Our 
access  therefore  to  them  must  be  more.difficult, 
our  efforts  more  unconnected,  and  our  success 
less  conspicuous.  We  are  besides  to  remember> 
jbhat  the  very  moral  degradation  of.  the  mass  of 
the  Jewish  .  nation,  which  we  all  admit  to  be 
the  fact,  and  which  I  fear  is  at  times  the  source 
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of  our  contempt  rather  than  of  our  pity,  ren- 
ders caution  in  our  measures  peculiarly  neces- 
saiy,  and  should  prepare  us  for  frequent  foilures, 
even  when  our  hopes  begin  to  be  sanguiue.    Nor 
must  we  forget  that  the  change  which  )ias  lately 
taken  place,  not  in  the  friends  of  the  Institu- 
tion, but  in  the  management  of  its  concerns, 
must  of  necessity  occasion  a  temporaiy  incon-i 
venience.    If  some  of  our  early  measures  were 
less  considerate  than  might  have  been  desired, 
if  debts  were  consequently  contracted,  and  it 
was  found  that  a  perfect  unity  in  the  details  of 
the  ttrrangemeuts  could  only  be  secured  by  an 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  committee, 
surely  this  affords  no  ground  whatever  of  de- 
spair as  to  the  general  design  of  converting  the 
Jewish  people.    Rather  may  we  consider  it  as  a 
peculiar  encouragement,  when  we  recollect  the 
perfect  harmony  which  prevailed  oa  the  occa- 
sion,   and    the    extraordinary  munificence  by 
which  the  debts  were  discharged.    For  my  own 
part,  though  I  was  a  member  of  it  on  its  former 
plan,  and  should  have  continued  so  if  no  alter-, 
ation  had  taken  place,  I  must  still  say«  that  the 
present  system  of  unity  in  all  the  measures  of 
the  Society,  which  could  only  be  expected  to 
arise  in  conscientious  persons  from  an  entire 
unity  of  judgment,  does  afford  me  a  far  more 
pleasing  assurance  of   the  divine  favour  and 
blessing.    Nor  do  I  find  it  an  unusual  circum- 
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stance^  that  in  Societies  of  this  imtare  seasons 
of  depression  should  occur,  calculated  to  humble 
the  pride  of  man,  to  check  our  eager  im* 
patience,  to  correct  any  bad  spirit  which  may 
have  crept  in  amongst  us,  and  to  bring  us  in 
fervent  prayer  to  the  foot  of  the  Cross*  In 
proportion  as  human  glory  is  abased  and  God 
alone  exalted,  may  we  hope  for  the  blessing  for 
which  we  wait.  I  am  sure,  in  all  religious 
societies  with  which  I  am  connected,  it  has  only 
been  by  dearly-bought  experience  that  they  have 
learnt  what  things  to  avoid  and  what  to  pursue; 
and  it  has  usually  occurred,  that  in  quarters  that 
we  least  expected,  some  encouragements  have 
been  afforded,  to  balance  extraordinary  depres- 
sion in  other  branches  of  our  efforts.  I  trust 
therefore  the  really  unfounded  prejudice,  that  the 
attempt  to  convert  the  Jews  has  been  made  and 
has  failed,  will  not  be  allowed  any  longer  to 
hang  upon  our  minds,  and  to  prevent  the  use 
of  those  very  means  by  which  alone  any  great 
success  can  be  looked  for.  All  I  ask  is,  that 
serious  and  benevolent  persons  will  csdmly  ex- 
amine the  whole  question;  and  if  they  see  the 
future  steps  of  our  Society  to  be  honourable  and 
prudent,  to  afford  us  that  proportion  of  support 
which  we  may  appear  to  deserve.  To  put  the 
question  on  the  very  lowest  footing,  we  ftre 
benefiting  a  very  large  mass  of  wretched  and 
ignorant  fellow-creatures,  allied  to  us  by  many 
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boads  of  unusual  and  paramount  obligation. 
This^  as  I  at  first  stated^  is  of  itself  quite  a 
sufficient  ground  of  benevolent  activity.  But  if^ 
in  addition  to  this,  the  Jews  are  still  in  covenant 
with  God  and  beloved  for  their  Others'  sake,— 
if  they  are  to  be  assuredly  converted  to  the 
Christian  faith, — ^if  the  use  of  means  is  to  be 
employed  in  effecting  this,— if  no  nation  has 
been  so  honoured  of  God  as  our  own,  or  so 
zealous  in  promoting  every  cause  of  piety  and 
love, — if  the  present  period  has  been  distin. 
guished  by  the  perfectly  unprecedented  success 
of  various  noble  religious  institutions, — if  the 
whole  of  the  Heathen  and  Mohammedan  nations 
are  waiting,  as  it  were,  for  the  salvation  of 
God,  and  a  spirit  of  inquiry  is  springing  up  in 
the  fiiithest  recesses  of  superstition,— if  the 
most  judicious  divines  concdve  that  the  pre- 
dicted termination  of  the  reign  of  Antichristian 
corruption  and  darkness  cannot  on  any  calcula- 
tion be  very  distant, — if  even  among  the  Jews 
themselves  some  symptoms  of  religious  investi- 
gation beg^n  to  appear,-— and  if,  above  all,  the 
full  coming  in  of  the  Gentiles  into  the  Church 
is  to  be  dependant,  as  the  Scriptures  repeatedly 
assert,  on  the  previous  restoration  of  Israel; 
then  I  feel  compelled  to  conclude,  that  no  cause 
can  be  more  deeply  affecting  than  that  in  which 
we  are  engaged*-*no  cause  where  the  fisdth  and 
patience  of  the  Christian  can  be  better  employ- 

KK  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^00  AT  BRISTOL  FOR  PROMOTINO 

ed,  none  where  success  will  stand  connected 
with  such  important  consequences  on  the  great- 
est desi^s  of  God  and  the  highest  interests  of 
the  whole  family  of  man.    It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  the  circle  of  our  charities  would 
be  materially  defective^    if  the  unhappy  Jew 
were  forgotten.    I  cannot  but  think,  that  the 
least  return  we  can  make  to  that  people  for  the 
immense  obligations  under  which  we  lie  to  their 
fethers,  is  to  labour  assiduously  for  their  con- 
version; and  that  at  length   each  Christian, 
awakening  to  his  duty  in  this  respect,  should 
resolve  with  David,  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jeru- 
salem, let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning  7  if 
I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to 
the  roof  of  my  mouth;   if  I  fr^er  not  Jeru-^ 
salem  above  my  chief  joy.    Or   rather  should 
address  himself  to  the  Giver  of  all  grace,  and 
say,  in  accents  of  fervent  supplication,-~and  I 
am  sure  I  may  be  permitted  in  this  way  to  close 
these  few  remarks — ^Vouchsafe,  O  blessed  Sa- 
viour, to  prosper  the  work  of  our  hands  upon 
us!    Vouchsafe  to  direct  us  in  all  our  measures! 
Do  Thou  grant  us  such  wisdom  and  tenderness 
and  fidelity,  that  we  may  not  disgrace  the  sacred 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged !    And,  O,  that 
it  might  please  Thee  to  enlighten  the  minds  of 
thy  Antient  people;  to  ^^  rbmove  from  them  all 
ignorance,  hardness  of  hearty  and  contempt  of 
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thy  word ;  and  so  to  fetch  them  home^  bfessed 
Lord^  to  thy  flock,  that  they  may  be  saved  with 
the  remnant  of  the  true  Israelites,  and  become 
one  fold  under  one  Shepherd^  Jesus  Christ  our^' 
Lordr 
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Address  at  the  Fourth  Anniversary  of  the 
Merionethshire  Auxiliary  British  cmd 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  held  at  the 
County  Hally  in  Baluy  on  Saiunlayy 
August  10,  1816,  on  moving  the  thanks 
of  the  Meeting  to  Sir  W.  W,  Wynn, 
Bart.  M.  P.  §-c. 


Mr.  High  Sheriff, 

I  BEG  leave  to  ai)ologize  to  you  and 
to  this  Society  for  appearing  before  you,  an 
utter  stranger,  on  the  present  occasion;  but 
being  accidentally  in  this  neighbourhood  on 
behalf  of  another  Society,  I  did  not  feel  myself 
at  liberty  to  decline  the  invitation  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  attend  at  this  Anniversary ;  and  I  can 
truly  say  I  shall  be  most  happy  if  my  residence 
in  the  metropolis,  and  my  opportunities  of 
frequenting  the  Committee  of  the  Parent  Society, 
shall  enable  me  to  forward  in  the  humblest 
manner  a  cause  which  I  verily  believe  to  be 
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more  nearly  connected  with  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  salvation  of  mankind  than  any  other 
project  of  mercy  now  on  foot  in  this  nation. 

But^  Sir,  before  I  come  to  the  special  mo-» 
tion  now  assigned  me,  I  may  perhaps  be  ex- 
pected to  take  a  view  of  the  question  connected 
with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society — 
the  object  of  which  is,  to  circulate  the  Holy 
Scriptures  vnthout  note  or  comment  throughout 
the  world/   And  here  I  will  first  ask,  fFhether 
U  be  in  itself  a  good  and  right  thing  to  dhsenti* 
note  the  Word  of  Ood  as  widely  as  possible^ 
Bat  surely  I  need  not  seriously  reply  to  such  a 
question.    If  it  be  our  duty  to  love  our  neigh* 
bour  as  ourselves,  it  must  surely  be  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  thai  duty  to  communicate  to  him 
those  sacred  oracles  which  the  mercy  of  God 
has  bestowed  upon  ourselves.  The  parting  com- 
mand of  our  Saviour  to  go  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature^  has 
never  yet  been  recalled.    It  is  the  reproach  of 
Christendom,  that  after  eighteen  hundred  years 
so  litflehas  been  done  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of 
revealed  tmth.    The  greatest  ^ft  of  God  to 
man,  next  to  ihe  gift  of  his  Son  to  die  for  our 
sins,  is  the  Bible ;  and  can  it  be  a  question 
whether  we  shall  distribute  this  volume  to  the 
whok  human  race?    If  we  disseminate  with 
the  Mmost  eagerness  our  inventions  in  the  arts 
and  sciences,  how  much  more  should  we  labour 
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to  propagate,  not  the  discovery  of  man,  but  the 
revelation  of  God — the  volume  which  discloses 
the  fall  and  the  redemption  of  mankind,  which 
opens  to  him  a  stupendous  scheme  of  pardon, 
unfolds  a  glorious  immoitality,  and  teaches  him 
to  attain  it  ?  On  this  first  point  then  I  will  dwell 
no  longer.  No  Christian  can  deny  that  it  is  his 
paramount  duty  to  send  the  Bible  to  every  ac- 
cessible quarter  of  the  globe. 

It  may  however  be  naturally  asked  in  the 
next  place^  ffliether  any  considerable  want  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  prevailed  previous  to  the 
existence  of  this  Society?  Because,  however 
pure  the  object,  yet  if  no  extreme  necessity  ap- 
peared for  the  labours  of  the  Institution^  those 
labours  would  of  course  be  in  a  great  degree 
superfluous.  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  this 
point,  a  single  word  will  suffice.  All  Europe, 
from  Iceland  to  Gibraltar,  and  from  the  Medi- 
terranean to  the  Frozen  Sea,  were  in  want  of 
the  word  of  life.  In  Iceland  alone  not  fifty 
Bibles  were  found  among  fifty  thousand  people. 
In  Asia,  with  its  four  or  five  hundred  millions 
of  every  tongue,  scarcely  were  any  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  to  be  met  with.  Twelve  yeara  of 
unparalleled  zeal  have  hardly  been  enough  to 
give  her  numerous  tribes  even  a  taste  of  the 
heavenly  gift.  And  what  shall  I  say  of  Africa, 
of  Northern  and  Southern  America,  or  of  the 
countless    islands  of   the  Indian   and  Pacific 
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Oceans?  The  whole  earth  fainted  for  the 
waters  of  life.  Nor  were  we  without  aMcting 
wants  at  home.  In  Ireland,  before  this  Society 
existed,  you  might  pass  through  three  millions 
of  people  without  iGinding  three  hundred  Bibles. 
Scotland,  in  the  Highland  part  of  it  especially, 
called  importunately  for  the  Word  of  God.  In 
the  metropolis  of  your  empire,  one  half  of  the 
poorer  population  were  destitute  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. And  in  this  ancient  and  loyal  princi- 
pality, who  is  ignorant  that  for  twenty-five  years 
the  mass  of  the  people  were  sighing,  and  sigh- 
ing in  vain,  for  the  best  boon  of  heaven?  It  is 
a  fact.  Sir,  that  in  ten  parishes  in  Flintshire, 
thirteen  hundred  houses  were  found  without 
'Bibles;  nor  is  it  less  true  that  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  Welsh  Bibles  and  Testaments 
circulated  by  this  Society,  besides  a  very  large 
impression  by  the  venerable  Sidciety  for  Pro- 
moting Christian  Knowledge,  have  but  just 
served  to  satisfy  the  immense  demand.  In 
short,  there  never  was  a  cry  raised  so  loudly 
at  home,  and  reverberated  so  distinctly  from 
every  region  of  the  earth,  as  that  cry  of  pity 
which  gave  birth  to  the  simple  but  magnificent 
scheme  which  we  are  now  assembled  to  sup- 
port. 

I  pass  on,  then,  in  the  next  place  to  inquire. 
Whether  the  plan  on  which  the  British  and  Fo- 
reign Bible  Society  acts  he  the  best  that  could 
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have  been  devised;  or  ^  not  the  best,  yet  sudi 
at  least  as  to  deserve  and  demand  our  support? 
For  however  good  the  end  in  vievr^  and  however 
pressing  the  necessity^  yet  Christian  prudence 
and  integrity  will  always  consider  whether  the 
tneans  of  attaining  it  be  pure  and  landable. 
Now,  Sir^  I  conceive  the  uniting  of  all  Chris* 
tians  in  a  plan  in  which  they  all  agree^  is  the 
best  and  most  efficient  method  that  can  be 
adopted;  because  it  brings  together  the  col- 
lected  strength  of  the  whole  Christian  commu- 
nity, and  at  the  same  time  tends  to  promote 
our  obedience  to  the  great  command  of  our  Sa- 
viour, to  love  one  another.  In  a  Society  then 
where  the  project  begins  and  ends  with  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  there  can  be 
no  possible  reason  for  limitation  or  j^clnsion. 
For  myself^  I  must  confess,  that  as  a  clergyman 
of  the  Established  Church,  I  am  happy  to  show 
that  the  separation  of  the  different  classes  of 
Christians  in  this  country  from  our  communion 
on  points  of  external  discipline^  does  not  lessen 
my  readiness  to  cooperate  with  tlMn  in  a 
scheme  so  siOlple  and  yet  so  important  as  the 
circulation  of  the  Bible^  Belonging,  as  I  do,  to 
the  reformed  apostolical  Church  of  these  realsofS^ 
the  leading  principle  of  which  is,  that  the  Bible^ 
and  the  Bible  alone,  contains  the  religion  of 
Protestants;  though  I  may  and  do  lament  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  errors  of  the  dififerent 
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commobities,  whether  abroad  or  at  boine>  who 
separate  frotn  us,  yet  I  rejoice  to  hasten  to  the 
spot  above  that  where  the  stream  divides^  and 
to  drink  together  with  them  of  that  river  which 
flows  for  the  refi*eshment  and  life  of  the  world. 
Let  us  differ^  if  it  must  be  so,  on  every  other  to^ 
pic,  biit  let  us  at  least  agree  in  this>  to  disti-ibnte 
the  Word  of  God  to  every  creature.    I  am  sure^ 
Sir,  this  is  the  true  way  to  support  the  interests  of 
oor  own  venerable  and  scriptural  establishment. 
Our  Church  was  never  really  seiTed  by  coldness 
and  pride,    and    distance    and    repulsion,    by 
strmning  matters  of  discipline  beyond  their  fair 
itilportance,  and  laying  on  them  a  weight  they 
can  never  bear — No,  Sir,  be  best  promotes  her 
stalnlity  who  acts  with  honest  and  discrimi- 
nating firmness  on  points  of  real  moment,  and 
yet  can  unite  in  the  bonds  of  charity  with  all 
other  Christiaas  in  matters  like  that  of  the  Bible 
Society,  where  no  difference  of  sentiment  can 
possibly  arise.    Besides,  in  this  happy  country  it 
is  the  privilege  of  Britons  to  join  in  schemes  of 
general  duty  and  general  benevolence,  without 
reglH*d  to  their  particular  differences.   We  unite 
ia  loyal  attachment  to  the  same  Sovereign,  and 
in  obedience  to  the  same  laws.    We  mt  in  the 
same  representative  body.     We  fight  in  the 
same  battles,  and  partake  a  common  protection. 
Ont  local  schemes  of  charity  or  of  muniflcenoe 
are  supported  and  governed  without  one  excltt« 
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sive  principle.  Christians  of  different  denomi- 
nations join  in  erecting  a  bridge  or  in  founding^ 
an  hospital:  and  yet  there  is  a  deeper  gulpk 
than  the  wintry  torrent  ever  formed— there  is 
a  more  beneficent  house  of  mercy  than  any 
hand  of  charity  ever  reared — and  why  should 
not  all  Christians  unite  in  throwing  a  bridge 
over  the  otherwise  impassable  gulph  of  misery 
and  sin,  and  in  building  an  hospital  where  moral 
distempers  are  for  ever  cured?  This  principle 
indeed  is  so  clear,  that  our  Society  enjoys  a 
greater  patronage  at  this  moment  than  was  pro- 
bably ever  obtained  by  any  religious  Institution 
in  so  short  a  time.  A  majority  of  the  Right 
Reverends  the  Bishops  of  the  United  Kingdom 
support  our  cause;  and  a  Society  exactly  simi- 
lar in  its  plan,  The  Naval  and  Militaiy  Bible 
Society,  has  at  its  head  his  Grace  the  Lord 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Primate  oi  all 
England.  To  possess  universal  approbation  was 
never  the  lot  of  any  human  scheme.  Oar  pas- 
sions and  prejudices  too  effectually  prevent  this. 
If  our  Society  had  passed  on  without  some  op- 
position, the  world  would  have  been  in  a  state 
not  to  need  its  aid.  It  is  our  part  then  to  con- 
duct ourselves  with  the  utmost  charity  towards 
those  who  may  differ  from  us,  but  to  pass  on 
ardently  in  the  career  of  mercy  which  is  before 
us.  How  little  the  objections  raised  against  us 
really  avail  may  appear  from  a  single  circum- 
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Stance.     A  friend  of  our  Institution  in  Russia 
was  asked  by  Prince  Gallitzin,  whether  there 
were  any  controversies  in  England  on  the  sub^ 
ject?  The  gentleman  replied  that  there  certainly 
were.     Being  pressed  to  explain  them^  he  said 
the  objections  were  chiefly  two — that  we  did 
not  circulate  the  Prayer  Book  with  the  Bible, 
and  that  we  admitted  Christians  of  every  com* 
m  unity  to  unite  in  this  cause.    The  Prince  ap- 
peared astonished,  and  assured  our  friend  that 
these  two  objections,  as  they  were  called,  were 
the  very  things   which  commended  the  Bible 
Society  to  his  approbation,  and  that  if  the  So- 
ciety bad  not  come  loaded  with  them,  it  never 
would  have  been  welcomed  in  Russia.    I  dwell 
the  longer  on  this  point  of  my  subject,  because 
I  am  aware  of  the  misrepresentation  which  has 
been  propagated  respecting  it,  and  because  I 
know  that  if  we  begin  unhappily  to  consider  a 
question  through  the  confus^ed  mist  of  preju- 
dice and  difficulty,  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  a 
luminous  and  comprehensive  view  of  it.    Let 
the  Bible  Society  only  be  regarded  in  its  native 
splendour  and  proportions,    and    it    must  win 
every  benevolent  heart.    The  more  accurately 
it  is  examined,   the  more   lovely  will  it  ap- 
pear.   Nor  can  I  doubt  for  a  moment  that  the 
liberality    of   its  constitution  is  so   far    from 
being  a  real  deformity,  that  it  forms  one  of  its 
brightest  ornaments,  and  renders  it  most  ac- 
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ceptable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Common  Father  and 
Redeemer  of  alh  If  however  I  am  mistaken  in 
taking  this  high  tone  of  confidence  as  to  our 
general  plan,  yet  I  am  sure  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  saying — all  that  is  necessary  in  such  a  cause 
*— that  the  unparalleled  magnitude  of  the  bene* 
fits  which  it  has  conferred  on  mankind  justly 
throws  into  the  shade  any  minor  considerations 
of  external  discipline  or  temporal  policy^  which 
might  properly  have  their  weight  on  a  question 
of  less  vital  moment  to  the  salvation  of  the 
world. 

But,  Sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of 
these  observations,  and  hasten  to  another  part 
pf  the  subject.  For  we  may  naturally  ask. 
Whether  our  older  charities  have  been  mjured 
nnce  the  establishment  of  the  British  and  Fo^ 
reign  Bible  Society  9  Because,  though  our  ob« 
ject  be  good,  the  apparent  necessity  strong, 
and  the  means  unexceptionable,  yet  if  other 
Societies  have  been  materially  injured  during 
our  progress,  some  considerable  deductions 
must  be  made  from  the  entire  amount  of  good 
accomplished.  Now,  Sir,  I  believe  the  fact  to 
be,  that  all  our  old  Societies  have  flourished 
with  a  new  vigour  since  the  formation  of  the 
Bible  Institution.  The  venerable  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  of  which  I  was 
a  member  long  before  the  existence  of  this  great 
Institution,  has  increased  during  the  last  twelve 
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years  in  an  admirable  manner.  In  1804,  when 
our  Society  first  began,  its  gross  annual  receipts 
were  £12,390;  in  the  present  year  they  are 
£50,226.  In  1803,  its  new  subcribers  were 
two  hundred  and  nine;  in  1815,  two  thousand. 
Its  books  and  ti^acts  circulated  in  1804 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  nine;  in  1816  to  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  and  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one.  Nor  has  the  increase  in 
the  distribution  of  Prayer-books  been  less  re- 
markable. I  would  particularly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  meeting  to  this,  because  it  was  for- 
merly made  an  objection  to  our  cause  that  it 
would  induce  our  Church  members  to  neglect 
to  give  away  the  Prayer-book.  Now  the  num- 
ber of  Prayer-books  given  away  in  1804  was 
fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty;  the 
number  in  1816  was  sixty  seven  thousand  and 
fifty-seven,  or  nearly  five  to  one — and  this, 
when  another  Society  had  been  formed,  chiefly 
by  th^  Church-members  of  the  Bible  Society, 
which  had  in  the  four  last  years  distributed 
nearly  thirty  thousand  Prayer  books,  and  above 
three  hundred  thousand  Homilies  in  tracts. 
In  like  manner,  all  our  old  Societies  will  be 
found  to  have  acquired  a  new  life  during  the 
same  period.  The  spring  from  which  all  charity 
flows  has  been  fed  by  this  noble  and  sacred 
cause.  All  neighbour  institutions  have  partaken 
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of  its  benefits.  It  has  been,  as  has  been  well 
obseiTed,  like  an  opulent  and  disinterested  in- 
dividual settling  in  a  vicinage,  who  by  draining 
stagnant  marshes,  unclogging  choked  up 
streams,  and  digging  new  and  copious  chan- 
nels, has  increased  the  value  of  all  the  adja- 
cent lands,  and  spread  a  new  fertility  over  the 
face  of  the  whole  country. 

But,  Sir,  after  disposing  of  this  point,  ano- 
ther may  be  proposed,  fVhether  the  blessing  of 
God  appears  to  encourage  the  efforts  of  the  So^ 
dety?    Because  after  all  that  can  be  said  in  re- 
commendation of  the  design,  yet  if  no  spirit  of 
co-operation  should  spread  itself  around,  and 
no  particular  blessing  of  God  seem  to  call  on  it 
to  proceed,    considerate  persons  might  be  in- 
clined to  divert  their  labours  towards  some  more 
promising  quarter.     On  this  topic  I  rejoice  to 
say,  that  if  ever  a  religious  institution  enjoyed 
the  peculiar  blessing  of  Providence,  it  is  surely 
this.     What  can  equal  the  ardour  with  which  it 
has  been  greeted  at  home  and  abroad?   In  what 
nation  do  not  kings  and  princes  and  prelates 
and  governors  vie  with  each  other  in  affording 
it  their  protection  ?    Who  could  ever  have  ima- 
gined,   that  in   twelve    yeai-s  it  should   have 
reached  the  elevation  where  it  now  stands,  the 
admiration  of  every  other  people  and  the  glory 
of  our  own  ?     Sir,  such  a  plan  might  have  been 
conceived  and  have  perished  in  the  birth.     It 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BiBU  socifity.  5l8 

mighty  like  a  thousand  excdlent'  schemes  of 
benevolence/  have  been  limited  in  its  operations 
to  a  narrow  and  obscure  circle.  What  thanks 
then  do  we  owe  to  the  Father  of  mercies  for  the 
extent  and  prosperity  oif  our  causer  Its  fame, 
or  rather  its  benefits,  have  reached  the  most 
distant  lands.  It  has  united  men  of  every  na- 
tion and  every  clime  in  one  simple*  plan  of 
peacefur  yet  magnificent  enterprise.  It  has 
kept  pace  with  our  natiobal  glory,  and  has^ 
sanctified  our  wealth  and  our  proWess  to  our 
God.  In  the  mean  time,  at  home  the 'system^ 
of  general  education  has  increased  the  readers 
of  the  Bible  in  proportion  as  the  fiausilities  for 
obtaining  it  increased.  Inventions  in  the  art  of 
printing '  have  come  in '  aid '  of  the  design — ^the 
stereotype  plates  first,  and  then  the  rotatoiy 
press,  have  so  expedited  the  process,  that  copies 
of  the  Scripture  are  now  multiplied  with  incal- 
culable ease.  The  skill  of  the  learned  and  the^ 
researches  of  the  missionaiy  have  contributed 
to  the  same  cause,  and  translations  of  the  Bible 
have  been  made  into  almost  every  language  of 
the  globe.  And>  what  is  most  important,  the 
universal  eagerness  at  home  and  abnmd  to 
possess  the  Scriptures,  and  to  assist  in  forming 
auxiliary  institutions,  the  spirit  of  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  Christianity  in  Heathen  and  Mo- 
hammedan countries,  with  the  moral  and  relir 
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gipup  effects  apparent  wherever  the  Society  has 
sipread  its  sacred  stores^  attest  the  excelleiice  of 
its  object,  and  the  singular  favour  of  God  wUch 
rests  upon  it. 

There  remains  therefore  but  one  more  con- 
sideration to  which  I  mil  entreat  a  moment*s  at* 
tention.   It  may  be  asked>  fFhetfier  we  ought  to 
continue  to  support  this. great  Institution?  Such 
a  question^  Sir,  I  do  not  consider  to  be  doubtful. 
I  only  propose  it  in  order  that  we  may  pledge 
ourselves  the  more  deliberately  to  the  cause. 
What  the  Society  has  already  accomplished  is 
nothing  to  what  yet  remains  before  it.    The 
whole  world  is  intent  on  our  further  proceed- 
ings.   Whether  indeed  it  may  please  God  at 
this  time  to  fulfil  the  word  of  prophecy^  and 
spread  the  light  of  Christianity  throughout  the 
dark  comers  of  the  earthy  it  is  not  for  us  to 
presume  to  say;  but  certainly  no  period  sbce 
the  promulgation  of  Christianity  has  afforded 
fiBurer  hopes  or  more  inviting    opportunities. 
And  I  believe  I  may  undertake  to  say,  on  be- 
half of  the  noble  President  and  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^ 
that  they  are  determined  to  persevere  in  the 
course  on  which  they  have  entered^    I  believe  I 
may  assert,   that  the  news  communicated  at 
every  committee  binds   them  more  (losely  to 
their  purpose.     I  believe  I  may  affirm^   that 
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ffiB^niMklUs^  siAllMed  bbdfM  to  ««t^df  immea!^ 
i^Mb!^  ttieii*  operiltidns^  I  believe  I  ih^y  a^^ 
sare  yoti,  that  f^e  objeeti^ms  V&  tliefr  ciatise 
Wbich  maiy  perhaps;  like  tli6  clouds  of'  yotir 
Tofity  moantains,  iMver'  i^odad  tbe  distant  pk>r- 
fiono  of  fb«  BC^ne,  tfbseur^  lidt  the  ftiir  sunslhihd 
TThlch  gildl^  the  sniilttillt  urtiiefre  they  stand  siiiv 
yeyibg^  the  gloWitig  pt-oispHeet  atid  drittkiag^ll 
pi^dent  dye  tbe  glodeis  of^  the  rising  diay.  Add 
I  am  sure  r  may  infer  fbbth  thef  pleasure  if^eti 
beams^  froiti  every  couhteiianee  around  me,' 
that  it  will  not  be  in  Wal^s  that  thie  firM  ex^ 
atnpte  of  d^eetion  will  be  shown.  It  is  ndC 
in  the  manner  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  prin- 
i^titff  ti^  dfescfrt  so  high  a  cause.  Much  le^ 
will  they  retionnce  a  de^gn,  to  wUicfa  tfaty  hatf 
tSie  peculiar  fidldty  of  first  giving. occasion: 

But  I  percdve.  Sir,  that  I  have  insetistbly' 
arrived  eH  the  pai^tieillar  motion  with  which  I  am- 
to  conclude  these  common,  and  I  f6ar  tedious,  . 
remarics.  I  am  requested  to  move  your  thanks' 
to  Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  Bart.  M.  P. 
BueiEMent  of  the  Merionethshire  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society^  and  to  the  Vice-Presidents,  for  theilr 
patronage  during  the  last  year.  I  propose  tM^ 
iMtion,  Sit*,  u^ththe  utmost  pleasure,  because 
our  warme&ft  acknowledgments  are  justly  due 
to  those  distinguished  persons  who  lead  the' 
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way  in  'this  work  of  mercy.    And  if  I  am  to 
judge  of  the  other  officers  of  your  Institution  by 
the  munificent  character  of  your  President/ few 
auxiliary  societies  can  boast  of  higher  support. 
I  speak:  thus  because  that  honourable  individual 
is  known  to  me,  as  he  is  to  every  Briton,  by 
the  extent  of  his  charities  and  the  warmth  of 
his  benevolence.    It  so  occurs  that  a  most  va- 
luable Institution — ^the  Honourable  and  Loyal 
Society  of  Ancient  Britons,  under  whose  pa- 
tronage above  one   hundred  destitute  Welsh 
children  are  entirely  maintained,  and  which  is 
just  now.  eplarg^ng  its  plan  for  the  reception  of 
thirty  or  forty  additional  objects— ^regularly  at- 
tends the  church  where  I  officiate  in  London, 
and  has  not  left  me  ignorant  of  the  benevolent 
character  of  your  President.    I  most  cheerfolly 
take  the  liberty  therefore  of  moving  your  thanks 
to  a  personage  who  thus  unites  the  most  en- 
larged charity  to  local  institutions  with  the 
suppoit  of  a  cause  which,  like  the  Bible  Society, 
embraces  the  spiritual  necessities  of  the  whole 
world. 

I  shall  conclude.  Sir,  by  again  entreating 
the  pardon  of  this  numerous  assembly  for  the 
length  into  which  I  have  been  betrayed,  and 
by  suggesting  that  the  best  comment  on  the 
excellency  of  our  Society  is  the  purUy  of  our 
tempers  and  the  holinesis  of  our  lives,  our  dili- 
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gence  in  imbibing  the  doctrines  and  obeying  the 
precepts  of  the  Sacred  Volume^  and  our  humi- 
lity in  following  the  steps  of  that  adorable  Sa- 
viour whose  death  is  the  propitiation  for  our 
sins,  and  whose  life  is  the  example  and  motive 
of  our  obedience. 


llS 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


519  ADDRS98  AT  TiUE  GUESTKR 


Aopssss  Qi  th»  fint  Anmvermry  of  the 
City  and  County  of  CifEsnfiR  Church 
Missionary  Association  for  Africa  and 
THE  East,  1820. 


SIR, 

Having  been  requested  by  the 
Committee  of  your  Society  to  be  present  to* 
day,  in  order  to  give  such  information  as  may 
be  in  my  power  as  to  the  designs  and  prospects 
of  our  Missionary  Institution,  I  would  begin 
by  observing,  that  so  far  is  our  Society  from 
deserving  censure  for  its  attempts  in  the  great 
work  of  the  conversion  of  the  woHd,  that  it 
rather  merits  reproach  for  not  having  b^^n 
them  sooner,  and  acted  in  them  with  more  vi- 
gour. If  six  hundred  millions  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  are  ignorant  of  that  Gospel  which  has 
been  vouchsafed  to  us,  it  is  our  bounden  dnty 
to  do  all  in  our  power  to  communicate  to  them 
the  blessing.  He  who  continues  a  passive  spec- 
tator of  the  misery  and  idolatry  which  he  has 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHUfi<iH   MISSIONARY  ASSOCIAtlON.  619 

the  powier  of  lessenibg,  is  justly  chargeable 
with  guilt.  As  man  is  not  at  liberty  to  pursue 
his  individual  interests  to  the  injury  of  Society 
at  large^  neither  is  he  at  liberty  to  withhold 
the  means  which  he  possesses  of  promoting  its 
welfare.  He  has  no  solitary  path  to  tread.  He 
is  bound  to  his  fellow  men.  Not  only  the  ties 
of  humanity,  but  the  motives  of  Christian  love, 
constrain  him  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  diffuse 
the  knowledge  of  redemption,  to  communicatb 
to  his  lost  race  the  tidings  of  pardon,  to  tell  the 
wretched  victim  of  cruelty,  and  superstition,  that 
OoD  IS  LoVii,  to  direct  the  votary  of  sin  and  guilt 
td  the  mysterious  cross  of  Christ,  and  lead  the 
ig;norant  and  forlorn  worshipper  of  idols  to  the 
temple  of  the  living  God.  And  if  the  man  who 
could  tamely  witness  a  shipwreck,  and  withhold 
his  aid  from  the  perishing  mariner,  would  incuir 
indelible  reproach,  much  more  will  the  Christiah 
who  can  behold  unmoved  a  shipwrecked  world, 
deserve  the  keenest  censure, — I  had  almost  said, 
biiiiself  forfeit  a  right  to  the  blessings  which 
lie  refuses  to  communicate.  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
thought  to  speak  warmly,  but  I  must  avow  xny 
persuasion^,  that,  next  to  his  own  salvation,  a 
Christian's  first  duty  is  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
save  others.  And  to  what,  Sir^  was  England 
ittelf  indebted  for  the  very  advantages  which 
now  raise  her  so  high  above  the  nations  of  the 
earth?  Was  it  not  to  missionaries  that  she 
L  l4 
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owed  her  own  iUnmiiiation  with  the  light  of  hki 
Did  not  England  once  wander  in  the  darknesB 
oi  a  Dmidical  superstition?  Was  it  not  Au- 
gustine and  bis  hnmbte  followers  (as  a  reyerend 
firiend  has  already  observed)^  who  planted  about 
the  year  596  the  first  Christian  mismon  on  our 
shores?  And  is  there  a  single  argument  vidiieli 
can  be  advanced  against  missims  to  Afirioa  .and 
the  East  in  the  nin^eenth  century^  which  might 
not  have  been  raised  agamst  missions  to  BritUA 
in  the  sixth  ? 

But  I  abstain  from  pressing  these  poudfes 
further.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  value  of  the 
soul  of  roan,  on  the  infinite  love  of  God,  on 
the  unutterable  glories  of  redemptiiw,  on  the 
gulph  of  dark  and  interminable  woe  in  wUeh 
the  world  now  lies,  on  the  efficacy  (tf  the  Goepol 
—its  unlimited  offers — ^its  exhaustWss  grace~ilB 
matchless  blessedness*— its  exuberant  compas- 
sion. Sir,  I  will  leave  all  these  topics,  though 
they  involve  the  mighty  elements  of  this  ques- 
tion; and  will  proceed  to  observe,  that  if  it  be 
asked  why  a  new  Society  was  formed  inosir 
church,  when  two  old  and  most  venerable  institu- 
tions already  existed  in  it,  1  reply,  that  new  df- 
cumstances,  new  information,  new  opportumties, 
new  demands,  new  duties  called  for  it.  I  reply 
that,  when  every  division  of  Christians  in  our 
land  was  awaking  to  fresh  tnttgyy  and  framing 
additional  plans  for  missions,  we  couU  not  en- 
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d«ire  the  thought,  that  the  Church  of  England^ 
the  glory  of  the  Reformed  Churches,  shoaM 
appear  to  be  behmd-hand  in  the  general  eflfort. 
I  reply^  that  it  is  an  homble  attempt  only  that  w 
are  makings — ^that  we  nrge  no  one— violate  no 
rale  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  oast  reflections 
on  no  other  Societies ;  bnt,  rejoidag  most  si^ 
cerefy  in  the  solid  and  estennve  benefits  eflfeoted 
by  the  venerable  bodies,  now  fi>r  above  a  cen* 
tary  at  woik  in  onr  church,  simply  propose  to 
those  who  may  be  disposed  to  join  us,  the  o^ 
portunity  of  trymg  to  do  sometUng  more  for 
the  salvation  of  the  world.  We  appeal  to  the 
compassion  of  Christians.  We  submit  the  case 
to  their  candid  ju^ment.  We  conceal  no- 
.thing.  Onr  plans  are  before  the  world.  One 
pcooeecBngs  openly  declare  who  we  ar^  whom 
we  send,  to  what  church  we  belong,  what  sta^- 
tions  we  occupy,  how  many  Christian  teachers 
we  support,  the  number  of  our  schools,  the 
converts  we  have  gained,  and  the  general  suc- 
cess that  has  attended  our  eflforts.  We  stand 
prepared  also  to  receive  every  additional  sug- 
gestion, to  adopt  every  usefal  hint,  to  avail 
onrselves  of  every  caution,  in  order  to  guard 
against  attendant  evils,  and  increase  the  amount 
of  the  good  we  achieve.  In  this  spirit  of  frank- 
ness and  of  charity  we  began,  our  Society,  and 
in  this  we  endeavour  to  prosecute  it ;  and  it  is 
to.  this  spuit.  that  we  attribute,   under  God, 
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miiob  of  tke  geiietail  a[^pM)01ion  ^Iwh 
attended  eiiirlabbiirk. 

It  it  true  ihat,  as  an  in&aat  Soblety^  We  bnB 
amDqptaitelatiiNi  to  ihbet  \iv3tfa; — tte  obkiqny 
wbidi  has  rarted  on  the  dmte  of  mimoaa 
geBitidl)|r9  has  attached  itself  (tf  connte  to  a  nfafw 
instittttion;  the  natural  jeahnlBy  for  th«  rapnta^ 
tioa  of  old^  and  Tea^nble^  iand  nitst  nseftd 
Societies,  hte  at  times  sttonhi  itself.  Brit  tb 
tiie  transient  and  altnost  harmless  sormiseB  «f 
ebjedoiiSj  we  linifornilj  return  an  anvrar  iOf 
ohtuity  and  pdace.  We  are  quite  aware  that 
there  »  no  good  to  be  done  in  a  world  like  thilB^ 
without  cKBlQiilties  and  misrqirbsehtations.  We 
consider  also  that  prtjudice  i^  best  remoted  bf 
a  nlent  luod  steady  perserennioe  in  welt-doingl 
la  this  way  we  Have  already  gained  Uie  hemti 
of  numbers  wild  once  opposbd  us;  aiid  bow  we 
8im|ily  ask  of  tbosfe  who  still  dbject  to  oof  ]dan% 
^j'^ot  that  they  should  yield  their  otm  opiaioos 
to  our8,«*«HM>r  that  they  should  trarisfiar  their  aid 
fwm  older  Sodeties  to  dui'  owd^^^^not  that  Hi&f 
dioald  sadrifite  a  single  oonsci^tioiis  sentimeirt 
trhieh  tfiejr  may  hssve  fonaed— but  that  they 
trould  redodbk  tiieir  efforts  in  their  own  aiere 
afipraved  institutions^  and  believe  that  weave 
silioere  anid  honest  both  in  wishing  to  aid  tbeai, 
tiod  in  labodring  for  on^sehres;  and  I  think  it  is 
not  too  miich  to  say,  that  the  five  thousand 
IjkniAds  krtely  voltd  by  our  Comudtliee  to  the 
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lMdaMH)paiCahamn,  far  WsWmmiktkgo 
tA  Calcuftta,  is  some  faroof  of  the  truth  of  Hum 

If^  bo#«ver»  oiinqsnfientfttttm  auid  cnyy  xmnl 
fi^r  a  litDd  attend  «t^  stiU  we  art  prqiaflsd,  1 
ttUst^  to  recttYeit  with  ineekneM^  for  the  hsim 
irlueh  we  bear  Itot  Sarwur,  ci^  vfaom  thd  s^ 
proadies  of  the  Wbrld  onoe  rested  for  oar  sakesi 
And  rarely  if  a  hehtbeti  ooUM  attte.tlieiiotde 
seatimetit — "  He  who  for  a  gi«at  caose  eildiireB 
talamny,  judged  rightly,  for  hatred  does  weat 
long  cotatlime,  but  immediate  spktidoOr  and 
foture  foriue  reutain  nevbr  to  foe  forgotten  r  if 
this^  I  say,  id  a  sentiment  recorded  by  Thnoy^ 
dides^  rdating  to  earthly  projects^  and  look^ 
iBg  for  its  reward  to  human  pndse;  modi 
more  tnay  a  Christian  Sodety  fike  onrs  cheer- 
folly  bemr  the  shafts  of  ankandness^  eonsideiw 
ing  the  inoalcnlable  importahee  of  theii*  object 
the  fleeting  nattire  oi  unmerited  reproach^  alid 
the  eternal  benefits  which  will  at  le^fth  remain 
as  the  fruit  Of  their  humble  laboors.  Sir,  good 
actions  are  immortal; — bat  objections  and  dii- 
likes  pass  away  like  the  dew  of  the  moraiog^ 

It  l8>  moreover,  a  further  encouragidmeDt  to 
these  efforts  of  benevolence^  that  the  sucesss  ctf 
Mhsionaty  Sodelies  abroad  is  intimately  oofi- 
nected  with  the  rerival  of  pfe(y>  and  the  pmu 
gross  of  charitable  Institations  at  heme.  It  ttas^ 
been  feometioMS  thongbi/  indeed^  that  the  ds^^ 
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mandB  for  exertion  in  bar  several  private  i5q[>her(^ 
weve  suffieiedt  for  the  most  active  zeal^  and 
that  therefore  Missionary  Societies  had  an  'mt- 
liieudly  aspect  on^nr  domestic  charities.'  Bnt^ 
Sir,  I  appeal  to  eveiy  gentleman  befinne  tte, 
whether  onr  home  charities  have  not  been  mnlti^ 
jSxtd  and  esctended  in  proportion  as  onr  foreign 
institutions  have  prospered.  The  reason  is^  that 
onr  great  religious  Societies  bring  down  upon  us 
the  blessing  of  God,  awaken  attention^  stimu- 
late to  inquiry^  interest  the  indififerencey  and 
rouse  the  torpor,  and  unlock  the  selfishness  of 
the  human  heart,  and  thus  feed  the  source 
whence  all  true  charity  flows.  ISr,  we  neftf 
lose  when  w6  act  nobly  in  the  cause  of  onr 
God  and  Saviour.  As  there  is  a  re^^tion  in 
the  natural  worid,  so  there  is  in  the  moral.  He 
that  blesses  others,  is  blessed  also  himself.  He^ 
who  first  begins-  with  his  personal  and  fiunily 
duties,  then  proceeds  ta  his  duties  towards  hier 
neighbours  and  fello  w^parishioners,  then  honours* 
and  obeys  the  Bishops  and  Ptutors  of  the 
Church,  next  loves  his  king  and  country,  and 
last  of  all  jmns  in  attempts  to  save  the  world,*— 
this  is  the  Christian  whose  own  mind  will 
prosper,  whose  children  will  imbibe  a  similai^ 
sfnrit  ei  piety,  and  on  all  of  whose  concerns  the 
blesring  of  Almighty  God  may  be  expected  to 
rest  Such  a  man,  instead  of  lovinjg^  debate  and 
contention,  will  delight  in  communicating  bless- 
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ings;  and  if  be  most  err,  will  err  on  the  ade  of 
doing  too  moch^  rather  than  too  little,  good  to 
others.  On  such  a. man  memory  delights  to. 
dwell.  His  iofioence  and  example  form  a  bright . 
spot  amidst  the  sorrows  and  cares  and  perplezitiea . 
of  an  infirm  and  troubled  world.  And  even  if. 
calamities  should  visit  his  abode,  and  the  storm, 
gather  around  him,  the  acts  of  charity  and. 
beneficence  in  which  he  delights,  will  form  his. 
solace  and  refreshment,  and  be  the. hallowed 
occupation  of  his  happiest  hours.  Of  such  a. 
man  may  I  not  say  in  the  well  known  and  bean-, 
tiful  language  of  Goldsmith, — 

**  As  some  tall  cliff  that  lifts  its  awful  form. 
Swells  from  the  yale,  and  midway  leaves  the  storm ; 
Though  round  its  breast  the  rolliag  clouds  are  spread. 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head. 

But,  Sir,  I  check  myself  in  these  hurried  and 
too  much  extended  observations.  Allow  me 
only  to  add,  that  the  delight  I  have  experienced 
in  this  my  first  idsit  to  this  antient  and  venerable 
place,  has  been  much  enhanced  by  the  spirit  of 
benevolence  and  charity  which  I  perceive  ani- 
mates it.  I  shall  ever  retain  a  fond  recollection 
of  your  kindness.  I  shall  associate  with  the 
fame  and  antiquity  of  your  city,  the  vigour  and 
warmth  of  your  charitable  efforts.  I  shall  unite 
in  my  mind  your  noble  walls,  your  rock-built 
streets,    your  stately  towei*s,    your  multiplied 
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relies^  of  ftrmer  grandeur^  yomt  long  QJedloyaltf 
afBicL  ai&ctibiL  to  youir  Prinoei  your  churalffOQt^ 
faisUny,  with  the  tokeoaof:  your  piety  andaflbc- 
tfoQ  towards  the  heathen^  and  the  mark^  of 
fJEuronr  and  good  will  towaitls  myselC    Nor  irill 
£  cease  to  pray,  that  npon  the  R%ht  Reverend, 
the  Lord  Bidiopy  npon  the  Reverend  the  Clei:|0y», 
upon  every  family  and  every  individual  of  thi» 
dtf,  the  blessings  of  Almighty  God  may  abide ;. 
and  that  the  life  and  influence  of  pure  religioiif 
in  all  its  grace  and  allits  efllcacy,  m^  so  aboiuid^ 
amongst  yoo^  that,  in  the  sublime  and  figuralave 
language  of  the  Prophet,  your  tvalU  rmmf  he  Sal- 
vation, and  your  gates  Praise. 
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Address  at  the  formation  of  an  Associa^ 
tion  for  Liverpool  and  West  Lanca- 
shire in  aid  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  fob  Africa  and  the  East,  18:M1« 


HavinO;^  Sir,  been  requested  by  the 
Committee  of  this  Institution  to  second  the 
motion  which  has  just  been  offered  to  the  atten- 
tion of  this  Meeting^>  I  may,  perhaps,  be  ex- 
pected to  offer  a  few  remarks  qonnected  with  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Institution. 

The  details  which  my  friend,  Mr.  Bickersteth^ 
offered  ea^*ly  on  this  day,  chiefly  related  to  one 
scene  of  our  operations — the  shores  of  Western 
Africa.  But  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  in  all 
the  various  atfttions  where  we  are  labouring 
amongst  the  heathen,  though  there  is,  of  course, 
^  considerable  diversity  in  the  mc^ure  of  suc- 
ccfiflt,  yet  the  prospect  is,  on  the  whole,  most 
inviting;  and  that,  above  all,  the  general 
aspect  of  our  cause,  and  the  state  of  public 
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sentiment  with  respect  to  it^  is  cheering  and 
animating. 

I  speak  in  the  knowledge  of  many  gentle- 
men before  me^  that  in  the  last  ten  years  the 
progress  of  public  opinion  in  favour  of  missions^ 
and  of  the  importance  of  affording  to  heathen 
nations  that  divine  revelation  which  has  raised 
and  dignified  our  own  country,  has  been  so  rapid, 
the  steps  it  has  taken  have  been  so  ample,  that 
no  person  could  have  predicted,  with  the  least 
show  of  probability,  that  public  sentiment  would 
have  so  soon  overcome  the  errors  or  mistakes 
which  were  prevalent  on  the  subject.  We  can 
all  recollect  the  time  when  it  was  made  a  ques- 
tion, whether  we  could,  with  safety  to  our 
Indian  Empire,  extend  the  Gospel  to  the  Hin- 
doos ;  when  we  were  told  that  the  Hindoo  was 
so  wedded  to  his  superstition,  that  his  religious 
doctrine  was  so  sublime  and  his  morality  so 
pure^  that  it  was^  at  all  events,  scarcely  worth 
the  experiment.  It  is  now  admitted  that,  on 
the  one  hand,  there  was  no  danger  in  communi- 
cating to  them  the  doctrines  of  salvation ;  and^ 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  true  character  of 
the  superstition  by  which  the  Hindoo  is'  de- 
graded, is  a  character  so  base  in  all  its  parts^ 
founded  on  notions  so  removed  from  all  the 
principles  of  true  reli^on,  and  so  allied  with 
the  most  cruel  and  licentious  usages,  that  there 
was  no  people  which  required  more  the  elevat- 
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ing  priQciples  of  Christianity,  with  all  its  ci- 
vilizing tendencies,  than  the  Hindoos.  Almost  the 
first  declaration  which  a  distingnished  individual 
was  understood  to  make  on  his  arrival  in  India 
(I  speak  not  from  ofEicial  statements,  but  from 
private  communication)  was,  that  he  found  he 
had  been  deceived  when  in  Europe  with  respect  to 
the  danger  of  propagating  the  Gospel  in  India ; 
that  there  was  a  preparation  in  the  native  mind 
for  receiving  the  Gospel ;  that  the  minds  of  the 
Hindoos  were  no  longer  bound  with  impene- 
trable fettere;  and  that,  if  England  did  not 
give  them  the  Gospel,  there  would  be  an  out-- 
burst  through  the  country,  which  would,  in  all 
probability,  endanger  the  existence  of  our  Em- 
pire. 

To  have  begun,  then,  an  infont  society  like 
ours,  in  the  moments  of  fear  and  apprehension 
and  ignorance  of  the  future^  and  to  have  witnessed 
the  steps  of  that  Society,  till  it  has  stood  on  the 
firm  ground  of  successftil  experiment,  is  at  least 
one  subject  of  congratulation  for  the  past,  and 
of  animating  encouragement  for  the  future. 

But,  indeed,  with  regard  to  the  state  of 
mankind,  and  the  duty  of  communicating  to 
them  the  Gospel,  the  case  has  been  made  out 
so  strongly,  that  we  stand  in  no  other  relation  to 
them  than  that  in  which  the  mata  who  has  been 
gaved  from  a  shipwreck  stands  towards  his 
fellow-sailors  who  are  still  buffeting  the  waves, 
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^nd  unable  to  (Uscern  or  reach  the  shore.  Ad^ 
I  caanot  understand  any  ai^ument  that  caii  he 
^ddresfed  to  the  sound  understapfding  of  an 
£oglisl)man  more  conclusive  than  this,  that  if 
God  has  given  to  me  a  blessing,  and  ^ven  it 
to  me  that  I  ipight  propagate  it  to  others,  it  is 
my  duty  to  employ  eve^y  means  in  my  power  of 
fulfilling  that  command. 

And  if  in  every  thing  else  hut  religion  the 
spirit  of  benevolence  leads  men  to  diffuse  their 
discoveries,  and  if  on  the  memory  of  the  great 
henefiactors  of  mankind  the  blessings  and  the 
praises  of  grateful  nations  repose,  I  would  ask 
you,  whether  we  are  not  to  use  every  method,  for 
disseminating  to  the  distant  nations  of  the  world 
the  greatest  discovery  that  God  ever  made  to 
men? — the  discovery  of  his  own  mercy — the 
discovery  that  God  is  not  the  object  of  terror^ 
the  author  of  misery  and  cruelty,  a«  he  is  de* 
picted  in  all  idolatrous  worship, «  bqt  the  Father 
of  mercy  and  of  love.    I  call  that  man  a  bene* 
factor  to  the  human  race  who  can  be  the  means 
of  communicating,    not    the  mere    art6  and 
luxuries  of  fife,  but  the  hopes  of  eternity;  not 
the  meve  civilizing  properties  of  human  poUoyi 
but  the  ennobling,  the  sanctifying  truths  that 
raise  prostrate  man  to  liis  God,  and  implapt  ia 
him  the  seeds  of  eternal  life. 

;£veiy  thing  else  will  fade  away;  time  slips 
hom  us ;  the  works  of  art  moulder  into  dust ; 
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torth  shakes  to  its  foundation ;  an  eternal  state 
16  pressing  on  ns:  and  that  which  will  remua 
will  be,  not  the  quibbles  and  the  errors  by 
which  a  fallen  world  is  disturbed^  but  those 
mighty  realities  and  truths  by  which  as  sinners 
we  may  obtaiti  pardon  and  [life.  In  the  lan^* 
guage  of  our  native  poet^  Cowper 


*<         Marble  and  recording  brass  decay. 
And,  like  their  maker's  memory,  pass  away  ; 
The  works  of  man  inherit,  as  is  just. 
Their  author's  frailty,  and  return  to  dust ; 
But  Truth  divinb  for  eter  stands  secare^ 
Its  head  as  guarded  as  its  base  is  sure. 
Flx'd  on  the  rolling  flood  of  endless  years. 
The  pillar  of  th'  Eternal  plan  appears, 
The  raving  storm  and  dashing  wave  defies. 
Built  by  that  Architect  who  built  the  skies.** 

There  is  another  sentiment  which  I  wish  tp 
press  upon  your  attention;  namely,  that  eq- 
larged  efforts  of  Christian  mercy  ought  to  keep 
•ps^e  with  the  enlarged  grandeur  and  charactcir 
of  our  own  country.  I  need  not  remind  you  in 
this  vast  town,  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  greatness  of  our  empire,  that  the  Britidi 
dominions  extend  over  one  tenth  part  of  the 
population  of  the  globe;  that  for  about  270 
degrees  of  longitude  by  94  degrees  of  latitude, 
that  is,  nearly  twenty  thousand  miles  by  six  or 
seven  thousand,  there  are  but  very  short  inter- 
vals between  the  separate  colonies  and  posses- 
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ribns  of  the  British  Crown.    I  need  not  remind 
you,  that  within  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years 
the  moral  influence  of  England,  the  grandeur 
which  has  encircled  her  brow,  the  glory  which 
Divine  Providence  has  shed  around  her  arms 
in  lifting  up  prostrate  nations,  has  placed  her 
in  a  very  different  situation  of  importance,  and 
therefore  of  duty,  to  that  in  which  she  had  pre- 
viously stood.  Looking  at  England  from  the  period 
of  the  Revolution,  conflicting  upwards  through 
her  various   rebellions  till  our  Indian  Empire 
was  gmned  about  sixty  yeai-s  ago-— I  ask,  whe- 
ther any  one  will  tell  me  that  what  was  sufficient 
when  we  had  not  one-tenth  of  our  present  pos- 
sessions, glory,  and  power,  is  adequate  now, 
with  the  commerce  of  the  world  at  our  beck, 
our  marine  covering  the  ocean,  and  our  dis- 
coveries illuminating  almost  every  nook  of  the 
trackless  deep?     I  would  ask,  whether  a  British 
public  will  allow  that  the  contracted  empire 
and  the  limited  means  of  England  are  to  be  the 
standard  of  her  benevolence,  now  that  God  bafe; 
so  inconceivably  increased  hier  power  and  en- 
larged her  dominions?    It  seems  to  me,  after 
all  my  friends  have  said  about  a  new  institution, 
that  instead  of  any  real  ground  for  difficulty  on 
this  head,  the  difficulty  lies  here — why  were  we 
not  at  work  before  ?    Why  were  not  new  insti- 
tutions formed  long  ago  ?    At  least  this  I  may 
Ventm'e  to  affirm,  that  if  any  apology  is  ad- 
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mitted  for  our  past  n^lect,  it  mnst  be  found  in 
our  future  exertions.  If  we  have  i>een  so  tairdy 
in  doing  justice  to  the  world,  we  can  remedy 
that  tardiness  only  by  our  present  activity. 

With  this  feeling  I  look  round  upon  this 
great  assembly  with  peculiar  pleasure,  com-* 
prising,  as  it  does,  so  much  of  the  wealth,  and 
respectability,  and  benevolence  of  this  great 
community.  Next  to  the  metropolis,  there  is 
no  town  which  seems  to  be  growing  with  such 
splendour,  and  to  be  taking  so  high  a  rank  ia 
the  I'elative  proportion  of  British  greatness,  as* 
Liverpool.  Though  a  stranger  here,  I  am  no 
stranger  to  your  prosperity  and  your  boiefl* 
cence.  Nor  can  I  doubt  that  you  will  cheer-^ 
fully  aid  in  sending  forth  the  Gospel  «if  our 
Saviour  to  the  distant,  shores  of  the  world;  so 
that  wherever  your  commerce  spreads,  the 
Christian  Missionary  may  penetrate;  and  that 
upon  the  temple  of  British  glory  may  be  in- 
scribed the  name  of  her  God. 

And,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  who 
can  calculate  what  may  be  the  ultimate  blessing 
on  a  Society  like  this  ?  It  may  be  said  of  this 
Sodety,  as  was  said  of  Lord  Bacon  s  works 
by  Morhof,  that  they  were  full  of  the  seeds  of 
things;  were  not  so  much  occupied  with  de- 
veloped projects ;  but  were  rather  the  first  germs 
of  future  splendour,  and  the  first  elements  of 
untold  discovery.    So  I  look  on  this  Society  as 
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Jnll  of  ike^  ieeds  nf, things  I  conceive  thai, 
possibly,  the  time  is  not  far  off,  when  all  that 
we  have  as  yet  done  shall  be  swallowed  np  in 
the  superior  splendour  of  fnture  achievemeiits; 
and  that,  together  with  other  Societies,  we  may 
lead  on  in  the  grand  moral  triumph  of  the  Go6- 
[iel  over  ignorance,  superstition,  vice,  and 
misery. 

'  it  was  said,  how  corrieotly  it  is  not  my  busi- 
ness to  inquire,  that  if  the  captain  of  the  ship 
sent  in  1818  to  discover  a  northrwest  passage,* 
when  he  had  entered  Sir  James  Lancaster^ 
Sound,  instead  of  being  appalled  at  the  huge  chain 
ef  mountains,  and  concluding  at  the  distance  of 
thirty  or  forty  miles  that  the  ice-bergs  formed 
an  impenetrable  obstacle,  had  pressed  on  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Sound,  and  hdd  sailed  boldly  np 
to  the  ice-rocks,  he  might  possibly  have  found 
tlMtf  what  seemed  continuous,  was  hot  actually 
so,  but  that  the  very  passage  opened  between 
them,  by  the  discovery  of  which  the  most  com* 
plete  success  would  have  crowned  his  expedition. 
Now  whether  that  opinion  be  just  or  not  it  is  nob 
my  concern  to  examine;  all  I  would  observe  is, 
that  boldness  in  pressing  up  in  die  very  fhce  of 
the  difficulty  is  in  the  true  spirit  of  Christian 
heroism  and  Christian  discoveiy:  and  that  if, 
instead  of  timidly  concluding  at  a  distance  that 
the  barriers  are  impassable,  we  fearlessly  sail  up 
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to  them,  we  shall  find  tbat  the  rocks  and  ice- 
bergs leave  an  intervening  passage^  a  current  for 
enterprize,  an  outlet  into  those  unknown  and  un- 
^Hnited  .«ea8>  whence  bkssinga  mby  flow  forfli 
aixmnd  the  whole  earth. 
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ADDRsas  ai  the  Ninth  jinmuermry  of  the 
Prayer-Book  and  Homily  Society,  Mm/ 
3,    1821. 


SlR^ 

I  AM  requested  to  second  the  motion 
just  proposed  to  yoa^  With  respect  to  the 
discourse  itself^  to  which  it  relates^  I  will  only 
say,  that  if  the  design  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Marsh, 
was  to  persuade  his  audience,  that  design  was 
most  completely  accomplished,  as  it  regarded 
my  own  feelings.  There  was  not  one  sentiment 
delivered,  in  which  I  did  not  most  cordially 
agree:  and  I  trust  he  will  not  refuse  to  those 
members  of  the  Society  who  were  not  present 
the  opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves  of 
the  arguments  by  which  he  would  support, 
and  the  esteem  in  which  he  wishes  us  to  hold, 
the  fwmularies  of  our  church. 

On  the  subject  of  this  Society,  Sir,  I  do 
feel  considerably ;  more  especially  as  its  funds 

>  A  motion  of  thanks  to  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Marsh  for  fail 
Sermon  preached  that  moning  before  the  Society. 
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are  at  present  in  an  nn&vonrable  state.  Hie 
first  question  is,  What  can  we  do  to  raise  them  ? 
For  oar  design  should  be,  not  merely  to  meet, 
and  lament  over  the  &ct,  but,  each  in  onr  re- 
spective spheres,  to  lend  our  aid;  and  thus 
gradually  to  relieve  the  Society  from  its  einbar- 
i*assment,  and  set  it  at  liberty  to  perform  those 
important  operations  to  which  the  Report  invi^ 
us.  And  nothing  is  much  more  easy.  We 
have  only  to  set  our  shoulders  to  the  work,  by 
making  collections  in  different  churches,  by 
forming  associations,  by  recommending  the  So* 
ciety  to  our  friends,  by  procuring  occasional 
benefoctions,  or  by  doubling  our  individual 
subscripticms,  at  least  for  one  year*  Something 
of  this  kind  should  be  done  for  any  institution, 
that  has  a  fair  and  good  object  in  view.  If  a 
society  is  embarrassed,  nothing  is  morje  plaia 
than  our  duty  to  reinstate  it  in  its  proper  situa^ 
l^ion,  and  in  those  cireumstances  of  success  to 
ivhich  it  is  our  wish  to  raise  it.  And  as  to  this 
particular  institution,  the  &ct  is,  that  after  all 
the  statements  made,  none  of  us  can  esthuate 
tthe  full  importance  of  it. 

There  is  one  part,  for  instance,  of  the  pro-- 
peedings  of  this  Society  peculiarly  useful,-— it 
circulates  the  formularies  of  our  Church  com^ 
pUte  and  entire.  This  is  more  than  was  ever 
4Qne  uniformly  before.  When  this  Society  was 
^rst  established,  it  was  not  uncommon  for  large 
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«4itioM  of  the  n^yer-BdMc  to  be  oircoliAeil 
i^i«hoiit  the  Thirt^nSiie  Articles^     UcW  that 
took   place,  I  eannot  say;  but*  I  will- affirm, 
that  bur  people,  and  the  young  persons  in  our 
parishes  and  congregations,  ought  to  hkve  the 
opportunity  of  turning  with  the  utmost  fteifity 
anti  convenience  to  those  great  sttftenaents  of 
dioctrine  hi  which  such  scriptural  wfsdoni  aud 
tnoderalion  ^re  United,  in  order  that  they  tMAf 
become  established  in  the  faith.    For  it  iii  a 
fitet,  and  ^ill  be  confirmed  by  those  who  bav6 
read  Ecclesiastical  History  most  minutely,  that 
much  of  the  peace  of  the  Church  depends  on  oom-^ 
iikg  to  a  right  and  comprehensiTe  determination 
ctti  the  clear  and  important  points  of  truth;  and 
theh  referring  to  ev6ry  one's  cohteience  to  decide 
Ml  the  minor  and  less  certain  ones.    By  our 
Airtides  of  Reii^on  we  are  tinited  id  d^ending 
our  church  from  the  incursions  of  those  who, 
tinder  the  name  of  Christiaiiity,  would  bring  in 
a  mere  cold  and  starved  rule  of  morate,  whil^ 
they  omit  those  peculiarly  Evangelical  doctrines^ 
irMeh  ftlone  can  raise  man  from  death  to  apU 
ritual  life  and  feeling,  from  self,  to  the  glories 
of  that  Christianity  which,  amidst  all  the  super- 
lititions  by  which  it  has  been  beclduded,  baa 
girided  thousands  of  bumble  souls  into  die  doc-* 
triti6  of  pardon  and  righteousness,  exti^ted  in 
them. the  spirit  of  submission,  piety,  humlKty, 
|>eace,    and  holinetss  and  eventually  brought 
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fbetn  to  the  &av6D  of 'eternal  reM.  And' for  all 
these  Isnds  nothing  can  be  more  ittiportant^  than 
to  have  our  Articles  printed  and  circulated  with 
our  Prayer-Books.   - 

Besides  this  point  of  thie  Articles,  yonr  4Bo^ 
ciety  is  bringing  forward  another  part  of  the 
formularies  of  the  Church  in  our  oi:x)iiilir]^ 
Prayer-Books;  I  mean,  the Ordinatioti  ServiceBi 
now,  nearly  for  the  first  time,  i-educed  jfrotn  the 
gi*eat  folios  and  quartos  to  the  mantmls  and 
common  editions  for  pritate  use.  As  sooii  M  I 
saw  the  small  Prayer-Book  with  this  servk^e  id 
it,  I  placed  one  directly  in  my  oWn  closet, 
that  I  might  survey  with  the  least  inconvenience 
the  vows  by  which  I  was  bound ;  which,  I  fearj 
by  others  as  well  as  myself,  have  beeb  too 
much  foi^otten  through  not  having  them  con* 
tinually  before  us. 

^  There  is  yet  another  thing  which  1  may  al- 
lude to,  and  that  id,  the  Book  of  Homilies^ 
those  invaluable  sermons  of  ^ur  Reform^^rs; 
Where  Were  these  before  this  Society  was.esto**' 
Mished?  Why,  many  persons  i<i  England  did 
not  know  What  they  were.  They  were  a  col- 
lection of  Sermons  rare  and  obsolet^^  in*  large 
and  pondeirous  quartos,  or  a  rarely-^en  betavo. 
This  Society  broke  them  up  aiid  pubUAed  them, 
for  the  first  time,  in  little  tracts  foi:  general  lise; 
and  the  circulation  of  many  of  these^— as,  for 
instance,  the  Homily  on  the  Misery  of  Man,  on 
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tbe  Salvatioii  of  Maokind^  &c.— has  been  very 
usefal.  I  ki^ow  one  ease  of  a  poor  roan  who 
was  dying,  to  whom  my  curate  gave  the  Homily 
against  the  Fear  of  Death.  If  he  bad  given 
him  the  large  entire  volume,  the  dying  man 
conld  not  have  used  it;  but  your  Society  enabled 
us  to  put  into  his  hand  the  Homily  appropriate 
to  his  situation,  and  be  was  instructed  and 
comforted. 

By  this  general  diffusion  of  the  Homilies, 
you,  moreover,  teach  your  people  bow  our  Re* 
formers  understood  the  Articles  of  our  Church ; 
^d  thus  you  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the 
present  and  every  future  age ;  for  it  is  not  at  all 
impossible  that  attempts  may  be  made  in  our 
own  Church,  as  well  as  in  others,  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  our  Reformation,  and  to  cast 
into  silence  and  oblivion  our  fixed  and  esta- 
blished Articles.  It  is  possible  that  questions 
may  be  so  framed  as  virtually  to  introduce  new 
furticles  of  faith.  It  is  possible,  that,  instead  of 
thirty^-nine,  we  may  have  eighty-seven,  or  some 
other  number  proposed.  Supposing  such  a  case 
should  arise,  these  sermons  of  our  Reformers 
will  be  a  barrier,  in  the  understandings  and 
hearts  of  our  people,  against  innovation,  which, 
by  the  providence  of  God,  will  greatly  assist 
tbe  appeals  of  our  pious  clergy..  We  shall  be 
able  to  trust  these  impoitant  doctrines  to  that 
generous  and  religious  feeling  which  animate? 
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the  larger  part  of  our  community^  and  show 
to  any,  who  would  pervert  our  fidth,  that  it 
would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  impose  new 
articles,  however  artfully  disguised,  on  the  con- 
science of  the  nation. 

I  think  my  friend,  Mr.  Jowett,  said,  that 
when  he  was  in  the  Levant,  he  found  that  the 
sentiments  and  statements  of  our  Reformers,  in 
our  Homilies,  were  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
feelings  of  those  who  were  the  most  peaceable 
and  best  disposed  in  the  churches  there.  The 
arguments  of  men  who  have  gone  over  the 
same  ground,  must  answer  the  best  of  purposes, 
to  those  who  are  making  their  way  out  of  the 
errors  of  a  corrupt  church. 

It  is,  further,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
that  our  chaplains  and  missionaries  should  not 
be  without  the  Homilies,  in  Hindostan  and 
different  parts  of  the  heathen  world.  The  argu- 
ment contained  in  these  discourses  may  be  ap- 
plied to  strengthen  those,  who  have  embraced 
Christianity,  against  the  peril  of  relapsing  into 
idolatry,  of  the  existence  of  which  our  mission- 
aries are  well  aware.  Our  Homilies  will  be  a 
benefit  in  this  case,  which  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  estimate. 

Another  thing  I  would  mention,  is,  that  in 
France,  Switzerland,  and  other  countries,  many 
pious  persons  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  our 
Church;  and  therefore  it  is  surely  important 
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that  this  Society  should  go  forward  with  young 
blood  and  new  life  in  its  operations^  in  the 
midst  of  those  other  beneyolent  and  rel^oiis 
institutions  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  From 
that  excellent  institution  which  met  yesterday, 
the  Bible  Society^  we  come  here  to^lay,  to 
show,  that  while  we  cordially  unite  with  others 
of  every  denomination  and  confession,  we  still 
feel  attached  to  those  prayers  and  formularies, 
and  that  paternal  discipline  of  our  excellent 
churchy  which  we  have  bound  ourselves  to  ob- 
serve. I  remember,  Sir,  an  observation  once 
made  to  me  by  an  excellent  French  Protestant 
clergyman  —  "I  wish  we  had  your  Liturgy 
and  Prayer-Book,  and  something  iSke  your 
platform  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  amoi^  our 
Reformed  Churches."  His  opinion  was,  that  if 
the  Reformed  Churches  in  France  had  esta- 
blished at  first  an  ecclesiastical  system  on 
the  Episcopal  model,  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  whole,  or  the^  greater  part 
of  France,  would  have  now  been  Protestant 
When  Henry  the  Fourth  was  on  the  throne, 
there  was,  perhaps,  a  third  of  France  Pro- 
testants, and  there  was  the  most  happy  pros- 
pect of  the  diflfusion  of  the  Reformation  in  that 
country.  It  is,  however,  pleasing  to  know,  that 
attempts  are  now  making  in  diflSsrent  parts, 
to  establish  something  of  the  kind";,  at  Neuf- 
chatel  they  have  adopted  a  Liturgy  exactly  simi- 
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lai'  to  the  Li|«rgy  of  the  Church  of  EBgland,, 
and  nearly  taken  from  it* 

I  fiqd^  Sir^  as  I  grow  older  mys^lfi  wd  ob«9i 

serve  the  progress  of  opinion  ip  ,my  elder  bre^* 

threp^  that  the  &rther  we  advance  in  life  the  more^ 

we  lave  the  doctrines  and  forms  of  our  Churcht 

But  our  attachment  is  not  that  cold  and  blin4 

attachment  which  would  prevent' us  from  join-* 

ing  with  other  Christians^  on  points  where  we 

agree-^as,    for    example^    in  the  British  and 

Foreign  Bible  Society:,  such  an  attachment  to 

the  Church  I  di/sapprove  pf  from  the.botton)  of 

my  heart;  and  I  am  perfectly  persuaded  ip  my 

own  mind^  that  that  sort  of  regard  to  any 

church  is  the  surest  way  tp  withdraw  from  it  the 

favour  of  God  and  the  good-will  of  man.    Buf 

an  edlightened    and   firm    adherence    to    the 

Church,  I  most  deeply  feel.    I  find  I  can  ce-f 

pose    upon  her  scriptural  forms  of:  piety;  I 

can    fall    back   upon  them;    they   assist  and 

elevate  my  devotion :  and  those  Christians  under 

my  ministiy  are  the  most  fruitful^  a.nd  the  most 

humble,  who  are  the  most  contei^ted.  with  our 

services ;  while  those  who  are  dissatisfied  with 

the  Prayer-Book,  complain  next  of  the  sermon, 

then  of  the  minister;   and  thus  overturn  and 

unsettle  the  great  springs  of  piety,  and  the 

prevalence  of  holy  feelings  in  the  soul. 

I  shall  never  forget  one  circumstance,  which 
has  raised  my  esteem  of  our  Prayer-Book,  and 
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which  lately  occurred  in  the  dying  hours  of 
my  venerable  fiiend  and  father  in  the  Gospel, 
the  Rev.  T.  Scott.  During  five  weeks  of  saffer- 
ing,  from  the  violence  of  the  fever  which  ter- 
minated his  life,  there  was  one  expression  he 
was  frequently  repeating,  which  occurs  in  our 
Burial  Service:  '^  Suffer  me  not  in  my  last  hour, 
for  any  pains  of  death,  to  fall  from  thee.**  One 
of  his  sons  observed,  '^  I  never  thought  of  that 
petition  so  much  before ;  but  it  now  has  become 
greatly  endeared  to  me ;  and  the  circumstaDce 
has  made  me  admiiis,  more  than  ever,  that 
excellent  book  in  which  it  is  found,  and  its 
adaptation  to  the  condition  and  trials  of  the 
servants  of  God  in  all  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  may  be  found." 

To  conclude,  Sir,  my  prayer  for  you  all  shall 
be,  as  well  as  for  myself,  that  while  the  Bible, 
and  the  Bible  only,  is  the  foundation  of  our 
hope,  we  may  live  and  die  in  the  temper  and 
spirit  of  our  Reformers ;  and  that,  in  the  last 
struggle  of  nature,  we  may  none  of  us  ^^  for  any 
pains  of  death  fall  from  God.'' 
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Address  ai  the  Tefith  j^nniversary  of 
the  Prayer-Book  and  Homily  Society^ 
lliursday^  May  2,  1822* 


My  Lord, 

I  OBEY  the  call  of  my  friends  around 
me,  in  rising  to  move,  that  the  Report  which  yon 
have  heard,  should  be  printed  under  the  direc-r 
tion  of  the  Committee;  and  I  think  I  shall 
anticipate  the  general  feeling  of  this  meeting 
when  I  say^  that  every  attempt  to  give  circula- 
tion to  a  Report  so  much  surpassing  any  reason-* 
able  expectation  that  could  have  been  formed^ 
must  be  calculated  to  serve  the  best  interests  of 
this  Society,  and  to  promote  pure  and  undefiled 
religion  in  our  Church.  Surely,  my  iiord,  this 
Society  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  small  in- 
stitution. We  have  been  accustomed  in  former 
years  to  fear,  lest  our  Anniversary  should  be 
unable  to  call  up  those  powerful  emotions  of 
the  heart,  which  the  larger  and  more  extensive 
Institutions  had  awakened.  But  the  Report 
now  read  assures  me,   that  this  Society  wiU 
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quickly  clum  its  fair  proportion  of  r^;ard  in 
the  breasts  of  the  members  of  our  Church.   For 
if  we  consider  that  the  life  and  vigour  of  all 
our  great  institutions  for  the  circulation  of  the 
lUoly  Scriptures,  the  Propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel»   and  Missions,   depend  on  the   personal 
Christian  piety,    the    perpetual    love,    purity, 
self-caution,  zeal,  and  holiness,  which  pervade 
the  members  of  them — and  that  if  these  prin- 
ciples decay,  all  such  Societies  will  fall  prostrate 
and  lose  the  divine  blessing;  we  shall  see  that  a 
meeting  like  the  present,  for  nourishing  in  our 
own  hearts  the  spirit  of  our  Reformation,  and 
difiuring  the  Prayer-Book,  and  Homilies  of  our 
martyrs  and  first  founders,  is  feeding  the  source 
whence  all  charity  flows. 

And  indded,  my  Lord,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
an  extraordinary  comuiendation  of  this  Society, 
that  it  is  the  only  one  in  this  BBipms,  which 

CONFINES    rrSBLF    TO    THE    CIRCULATION    OP    THE 
AtTTHOtUZED      FORMULARIES      OF     OUR    ChUB€H« 

Other  much  older  and  more  venerable  Societies, 
embrace  this  object  in  connection  with  ethers. 
But  this  is  the  only  Institution,  which  exdo- 
Bively  circulates  the  Formularies  of  the  Church 
«tf  England.  And  need  I  remind  your  Lord- 
ship and  this  meeting  of  the  great  importance  of 
incessantly  referring  to  all  these  original  docu- 
mentis?  Need  I  say  that  in  the  infirmity  of  our 
•present  state,  there  may  arise  new  and  various 
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filsIuOns  ill  theology  r  need  I  say  that  declensioiMr 
from  the  spiritual  and  life-giving  doctritales  of 
oar  Reformation  are  above  all  things  dan^ 
gerous  ?  The  feet  is,  that  the  prosperiiy  of  mry 
church  depends^  under  God's  blessmg^  not  only 
on  the  profecfised  tenets  and  avowed  platform  of 
its  public  formidaries,  but  also  on  the  spirit  and 
temper  which  pervade  its  mehibers^in  each  age^ 
on  the  honesty  with  which  its  real  doctrines  are 
faiculcated^  and  the  Hying  energy  and  purity  oC 
its  instructions.  To  keep  therefore  the  original 
books  of  our  Reformed  Churbh  before  the  eyes 
of  our  people^  to  circulate  them  as  widely  as 
possible^  is  amongst  the  most  likely  meanis  of 
reviving  pure  Christianity^.-of  rekindling  thobd 
sacred  fires  of  love  to  our  dying  Saviour^  which 
once  burned  in  the  bosoms  of  those  holy  mar« 
tyrs  by  whom  these  Formularies  were  drawn  up, 
and  to  bring  back  a  worldly  and  temporisiing 
divinity  to  the  high  standard  of  that  blessed 
Reformation^  of  winch  our  Church  was  the 
glory  and  the  boast. 

Arid  in  this  view  the  attention  which  this 
Society  has  given  to  the  Book  of  HomilieS;^  is 
of  the  highest  importance.  This  work  was 
almost  forgotten.  It  was  common  to  decry  it^ 
as  unsuitable  to  the  present  times.  Its  style  was 
censured  as  antiquated  and  dbscure.  Many 
churchmen  did  not  scruple  to  express  thdr 
dissent  from  some  of  its  chief  statements.    This 
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Society  has  brought  this  almost  forgotten  book 
to  lights  has  broken  it  up  into  tracts,  has  cir- 
culated it  amongst  our  people.  Every  one  may 
now  read  how  t>ar  Reformers  preached.  We 
may  now  study  their  own  exposition  of  their 
own  articles.  We  may  turn,  from  modem 
ooramentators,  to  the  original  and  authorized 
document  itself.  The  volume  of  the  Homilies 
is  sufficiently  copious ;  every  student  may  read 
for  himself,  and  determine  who  are  the  men  that 
adhere  to  the  reformed  doctrines,  and  who  they 
are  that  with  the  most  vehement  claims  of 
churchmansbip,  in  fact  depart  from  them.  If, 
for  instance,  I  desire  to  know  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  on  original  sin,  on  the  &11  of  man,  on 
bis  impotmcy  to  any  thing  spiritually  good,  on 
salvation  by  grace,  on  justification  by  faith  only, 
on  the  person  and  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
on  the  authority  and  sufficiency  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, on  prayer,  on  love  to  God,  on  activity  in 
every  good  word  and  work;  I  look  to  the  brief 
language  of  the  Articles  first,  and  then  I  turn, 
not  to  the  opinions  of  modern  divines,  but  to 
the  fiill  and  adequate  and  authoritative  exposi- 
tion of  that  language  in  the  Book  of  Homilies. 
If  I  am  an  honest  man,  I  am  satisfied. 

But  this  is  not  all :  the  circulation  of  the 
Homilies  amongst  our  people  has  a  direct 
tendency  to  check  any  dangerous  errors,  which 
may  mingle  themselves  in  the  theology  of  our 
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^ajy    on   the   one  hand;  and  to  snpply  any 
omissions  which  may  imperceptibly  creep  in,  on 
the  other.    By  dangerous  errors  I  would  jander* 
stand  all  approaches  to  the  Socinian  heresy,  or 
to  the  opposite  and  fatal  downfall  of  Antino^ 
mianisra.    Our  Church  is  a  bulwark  against 
both^    The  Deity  and  atonement  and  propitia-^ 
tion  of  the  Son  of  God ;  the  personality  and 
Deity  and  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  the 
certainty  and  eternity  of  future  punishment,  are 
involved  in  all  our  established  doctrines.    With 
respect  to  the  Antinomian  heresy,  we  have  seen 
of  late  how  rapidly  the  rising  danger  faded  away 
before  the  steady  and  unbending  truths  of  the 
Church.    The  holiness  which  all  our  documents 
breathe,  soon  dispersed  the  threatening  cloud. 
But  these  heresies  are  so  glaring,  and  so  abhorrent 
from  the  feelings  of  all  sincere  members  of  our 
Church,  as  to  require  less  notice.  It  is  in  guarding 
against  ofnissions  in  Christian  doctrine,  that  the 
dissemination  of  our  Homilies  may  be  of  the  most 
essential  and  permanent  benefit.    I  am  sure  I  am 
speaking  what  the  recollection  of  many  persons 
before  me  can  confirm,  when  I  say  that  twenty 
or  thirty  years  back  the  doctrine  of  the  blessed 
Spirit  of  God  was  frequently   omitted,  com- 
paratively speaking,  in  our  public  instructions. 
The  truth  was  not  denied  perhaps,  or  opposed, 
but  it  was  practically  disregarded.    The  fear  of 
enthusiasm,  and  of  claims  to  direct  inspiration 
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and  apostolical  powei-s^  prevented  men  from 
.living  to  it  its  fair  importoaoe.    Thank  God^ 
the  wider  diffusion  <if  our  HoraUies^  together 
with  onr  Liturgy^  and  Artides,  and  Ordinatioa 
services^  have  been  the  means  of  i^ecalling  men's 
attention  to  the  infinite  moment  <tf  tins  doo« 
trine.    Our  Church  teaches  us  in  her  Liturgy 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  '^  the  Lord  and  Giver  of 
fife/*  that  he  '*  cleanses  the  thoughts  of  our 
hearts  by  his  inspiration/'  that  he  ^' gives  a 
right  judgment  in  ail  things/  that  we  are  ^^  to 
rqmce  in  his  hply  comfort  :**  and  in  her  Otdi- 
loation  Service^  she  implores  his  special  aid  in  a 
Hymn  consecrated  in  all  our  memories.    And  if 
any  doubt  rests  on  the  minute  details  of  what 
our  Church  maintains  on  tins  Article  of  Faitb> 
let  the  Homilies  remove  it.     Read  tiiat  for 
Whitsunday,    mark  the  prominence  given  to 
this  great  truth  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Book; 
and  then  say  whether  the  success  of  all  onr 
ministrations  is  not  considered  by  our  Chureh 
as  dependant  on*  the  effectual  grace  of  the  H<^ 
Spuit. 

But  I  check  myself,  my  Lord,  in  this  coivse 
of  remark.  I  will  only  further  observe,  that  one 
circumstance  noticed  in  the  Report  with  regard 
to  the  Homilies  much  struck  me ;  I  mean,  that 
the  Society  had  b^^n  to  publish  the  separate 
Homilies  with  little  cuts  prefixed.  Small  as 
this  circumstance  may  at  first  sight  appear,  I 
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think  it  is  of  great  moment.  It  wiU  endear  them 
to  children.  The  first  time  I  showed  my  own 
little  girl  these  pictures,  they  much  attracted  her 
attention.  And  ui  oireaUitIng  th^m  amongst  m|r 
schools  at  St.  ^ohn*^,  I  find;  they  are  exce»edingly 
Uked  by  the  children.  Whatever  attaches  ser- 
vants^ children^  young  people^  and  cottagers^  to 
what  is  good  and  pious,  becomes  important. 
These  pictures  also  will  make  the  Homilies  more 
acceptable  to  hawkers.  This  is  no  inconsider- 
able point,  lliere  is  a  multitude  of  persons 
travelling  your  country,  and  carrying  tbeif 
books  and  tracts  to  the  cott^s  in  your  ifllfeges;, 
Wbat  these  books  and  tracts  often  are,  how 
destructive  to  the  moral  and  religious  habits  of 
the  poor — ^in  short,  the  wretcbed  ribaldry  of  A 
hawker's  basket,  I  will  not  describe.  I  will  only 
say,  that  if  I  can  put  a  Homily  on  reading  fldy 
Scripture,  on  Salvation,  or  on  the  Death  and 
Ftussion  of  Christ,  into  this  basket  instead  ^ 
jsuch  dangerous  and  seductive  publici^cHis,  I 
am  not  only  excluding  a  great  evil,  but  tdsd 
communicating  a  great  good. 
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PISCOURS  pranoncd  d  la  stance  du  OmM 
de  la   SociSid  Biblique    Protestante   de 
^  Paris^  leMardi  10  Septembrey  1822. 


Appelb'  par  le  pr6sident  de  ce  Comit^ 
^  avoir  TboDDeur  de  vous  adresser  qudqaes 
paroles,  je  suis  assure,  MessieurSj  que  je  puis 
compter  spr  votre  iadulgeDce  lorsque  je  tftdie, 
quQiqae  Stranger  et  tr^-imparfait  dans  la  pra- 
tiqae  de  votre  langue,  de  vous  t^moigoer  les 
aentimens  d'estime  que  m'inspire  votre  noble 
institution. 

Voti'e  dernier  rapport  nous  a  vivement 
touchte;  nous  voyons  la  France  Protestante 
presqiie  enti^re,  entourte  de  vos  institutions; 
nous  suivons  avec  un  int6r£t  toujours  croissant 
le  cours  de  vos  travaux.  Les  membres  de  la 
Soci6t6  Biblique  de  Londres  surtout  feprouvent 
une  veritable  joie  k  mesure  que  vous  avancez 
dans  la  carri^re  vaste  et  magnifique  que  vous  a 
ouverte  cette  entreprise  si  simple  mais  si  efficace, 
de  rfepandre  parmi  vos  fr&res  les  SaintesEcritnres. 

Tout  ce  que*  j'ai  vu,  dans  le  cours  de  mon 
voyage  de  Weymouth  k  Paris,  m*a  r^joui  F&me. 
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'  Dans  lite  de  Guernesey^  j'ai  reooontr^  oe 
y^n^rable  vieillard^  M.  Pierre  BeUangtr,  dont 
la  touchante  lib6ralit£  a  rempli  d'admiration 
jtoute  la  France  Proteatante.  II  m'a  dit  que  le 
Seignenr  lui  ayant  oorert  le  cceur  par  sa  gr&ce^ 
il  avut  rfesolu  d*en  montrer  les  fruits  par  un  don 
si  convenable  Ji,sou  6tat.  Vous  voyez.  Messieurs^ 
que  ce  qui  p^n^tre  le  coear  et  qui  produit  vcai- 
ment  de  bonnes  ceuvres^  c'est  la  gr^e  puissante 
jde  notre  Sauveur  J6sus  Christ. 

Dans  nie  de  Jersey^  j'ai  ^prouv^  un  vif 
-plaisir  en  trouvant  florissante^  sous  la  condnite 
de  Madame  Le  Couteur,  cette  Soci6t6  de  dames 
k  laquelle  vous  avez  fait  de  si  nombreux  envois 
de  livres  sacres»  Dijk  plus  de  2000  Bibles  H 
Nouveaux-Testamens  y  ont  6i6  r^pandus. 

Arriv6  dans  votre  belle  Normandie^  je  me 
h&tai  de  gofLter  les  pr^mices  de  ces  beureuz 
momens  que  je  m'6tais  promis  en  France.  Nos 
Soci6t^  Bibliques  ont  des  d^couvertes  k  faire ; 
partout  nous  d^terrerons  des  fr&res  £pars  qu'on 
doit  unir  avec  nous^  et  que  nos  Bibles  soulage- 
raient  dans  leur  solitude  p^nible.  En  Angleterre, 
Texp^rience  nous  ouvre  toujours  de  nouveaux 
chemins  pour  notre  marche  bienfaisante,  oil  on 
Tattendrait  le  moins.  La  parole  de  Dieu  est  la 
nourriture  des  &mes;  elle  cr6e  d'abord  la  faim  de 
salut,  et  ensuite  elle  la  satisfeit. 

La  ville  de  Caen  a  d^^  une  Soci6t6  dont  les 
oommencemens^  quoique  faibles^  inspirent  la 
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donee  e0p£imiee  d*iiii  bel  avenir.  Les  merabres 
da  Comity  m'accaeiUirent  avec  une  boiit6  qae 
je  n'oubfierai  jamais. 

Voas  cennaiasez^  Mesrieurs^  miemc  qae  moi, 
Tespiit  6nergique  qui  anime  votre  Soci£t6  aozi- 
fiaire  de  Rouen.  Vons  pouvez  done  Tons  repr^- 
eenter  le  plaisir  qne  j'y  gofttai.  Je  fns  henrenx 
d'asfiister  k  la  r^nnion  dn  Comit^^  qne  pri^dmt 
M.'Ie  pasteur  Faumier.  Jamais  je  n*ai  tn  des 
amis  pins  instrnits^  pins  prndens,  pins  conrn* 
genx;  ikse  pr4parent  actnellement  ponr  Tan- 
niversaire  qni  doit  avoir  Ken  bient6t^  et  Us  out 
strM  de  diviseit  lenr  gttmde  ville  de  80,000 
liabitaas  en  districts,  afin  d-y  fidre  pins  com- 
mod^ment  la  collecte  aminelle,  et  d*y  trouver 
les  pauvres  protestans  ponr  ienr  fonrnir  les 
tnoyens  d'obtenir  la  parole  de  vie  ^temelle. 
Mon  dme  tressaiHait  de  joie  en  voyant  8*onvrir 
devant  enx  nne  carri^re  si  vaste,  dont  le  tenne 
fie  d^robe  k  nos  faibles  yenx.  Car,  Messienrs, 
qni  pent  ^num^rer  les  bienfmts  qn*nne  senle  de 
Tos  Soci^t^  bibliqnes  anxiliaires  pent  prodnire? 
Les  eflfets  de  la  distribntion  d^antres  Hvres^ 
qnojqne  bons,  sent  dontenx,  fiiibles,  bonis, 
temporels;  les  efiets  de  celle  de  la  Bible  sont 
sftrs,  solideii,  illimit6s,  ^temels.  La  Bible  n*ap- 
paiHient  pas  anx  sciences  dn  monde ;  elle  ne  se 
mSle  pas  de  la  politique  des  £tats,  elle  nlrrite 
pas  les  passions  hnmmnes;  elle  r£vMe  le  remMe 
4t  tons  nos  manx,  elle  proclame  la  paix  en  J4- 
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808  Cbriiit,  elie  prfofae  Is  r^taaisfiion  de8  p6<M8 
ft  la  conv^sioo  da  coBnr^  elle  r^unit  rhomme  ii 
80U  Dieu.  Vqi]k  le*  fbndement  d*iiiie  sai&e  mo^ 
rale,  la  source  de  Tamonr  envers  Dieu  et  envere 
les  homines,  le  Uen  des  families,  des  vdsinages, 
des  pays,  des  tiations  les  plos  ^oign^s  da  moade 
eatier. 

Qu*il  est  doox.  Messieurs,  de  cousid^ef 
que,  par  vos  travaux,  vous  £tes  dijk  parvenus 
k  ^blir  taut  de  Soci^t^s  pour  ce  pur  et  isaibt 
objet,  dans  votre  belle  et  noble  France,  laquelle, 
par  sa  position  g6ographique,  sa  population  im- 
mense, son  g^nie  et  son  esprit,  doit  toujours 
exercer  une  influence  si  marqu^  sur  T^t  reli-» 
gieux  de  VEuropet  £t  assur^ment  les  protestans, 
quoique  pea  nombreux,  en  veulent  partager  e( 
le  travail  et  la  gloire. 

Personne  ne  peut  poser  eTautre  fondement 
que  cdui  qui  est  pos4y  hquel  est  Jisus  Christ. 
Les  effets  qui  en  suivront  seront  convenables  k 
cette  divine  cause.  La  parole  de  Dieu,  comme 
lui-mdme,  n*est  que  la  pure  v^rit^,  n*estquela 
lumi^re,  la  paix,  la  joie,  le  bonheur.  Tout 
autre  guide  nous  trompe.  Vous  avez  acquis 
une  €xp6rience  eJBTrayante  de  ce  qu*one  vaine 
philosophic  peut  produire.  L*infid6lit6  a  dk^ 
ploy^  ses  forces;  Tesprit  humain  a  tftch^  de 
conduire  les  hommes  ^gar^s;  la  sagesse  du  si^le, 
les  lumi^res  des  sciences,  les  pretentions  de  Tor^ 
gueil,  les  Eclairs  du  g^nie,  le  poison  du  ridicule^ 
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4»Dt  easay^  lenrs  arts;  et  quels  fruits  ont41s  pio-^ 
doits?    n  &at  retoaroer  enfin  k  ce  Sanvemv 
qui  est  le  chemin^  la  vAitiy  et  la  vie.    JLa  Bible^ 
oomme  le  soleil^  pent  senle  dissiper  les  t^n^res  de 
notre  fiEiusse  sagesse.    £Ue  seule  est  le  guide  de 
foi,  d'esp6rance  et  des  moenrs.   A  mesnre  qu*0Q 
s*£carte  de  cette  r^le  du  salut^  tous  les  maux 
nous  envahissent^  la  cit^  cbancelle,  les  murailles 
tomb^it,  et  renuemi  entre  sans  oppositioo;  la 
dtadelle  s'^roule^  des  mis^res  eu  foole  niena* 
cent.     Mais  k  mesure  qu*OD  rentre  dans  la 
ri^le  des  Ecritures^  tout  se  reoouvelle;  la  Bible 
gagne  ks  coeurs,  la  sagesse  de  Dieu  confond 
les  impies  et  illumine  les  bumbles;  les  Protest- 
ans  languissans  se  raniment^  ils  retoument  aux 
priocipes  de  leurs  anc&tres;  ils  entendent  les 
T^rit^  sur  lesquelles  repose  la  glorieose  reform* 
ation ;  ils  booorent^  ils  re^oivent,  ils  aiment^  ils 
embrassent  k  eoeur  ouvert  la  propitiation  et  la 
gr&ce  de  ce  Sauveur^  dont  la  mort  noas  a  m6- 
rit6  la  remission  des  p^h£s^  et  dont  la  r^ur- 
rection  triompbante  nous  a  procure  le  don  du 
Saint-Esprit.    Voilii,  mes  fr&res,  le  vrai  protest- 
ant^  celui  en  quisles  pferes  de  nos  ^lises  r£- 
form^es  revivent.    Celui-liL  n*est  pas  Chr6tien^ 
k  qui  il  suffit  de  s'appeler  mnsi^  d'6crire  et  de 
parler  en  controversiste,  d'entretenir  Taigreur 
et  Topposition  envers  les  dissidens;  mais  celui 
qui  entend  sa  Bible,  qui  aime  son  Sauveur^  qui 
suit  sa  croix,  et  qui  se  consacre  k  sa  gloire  et  au 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A^  PARIS*  557* 

bonheiir   des  hommes^    celui-U   est  vraiment 
Chretien, 

Oil  sont  donc^  je  vons  le  demande^  ces  ^fiies 
protestantes  qui,  sous  Henri  lY^  comptaient 
dans  leur  nombre  environ  an  tiers  du  royanme? 
Oik  est  cette  France  qui  voyait  Mestrezat^  Fau- 
cheur^  Daill^,  Amyrault^  Claude^  Du  Bose^ 
(que  Louis  XIV  appelait  le  meiileur  orateur  de 
son  si^Ie),  et  les  autres  grands  hommes  qui 
etaient  la  gloire  de  leur  propre  pays  et  radmira^ 
tionde  TEurope  protestante?  Messieurs,  tout 
a  laugui  h  mesure  qu*on  a  oubli6  la  Bible: 
c'^tait  la  lecture  assidue  de  cette  divine  r^le 
qui  formait  de  tels  hommes;  c*6tait  \k  qu'ils 
apprenaient  ces  dogmes  de  notre  corruption 
daturelle,  de  notre  salut  par  la  gr&ce,  de  notre 
justification  par  la  foi,  et  de  notre  sanctificatioa 
par  Tesprit  de  Jesus  Christ,  qui  retentissaient 
dans  leurs  temples,  et  qui  brillaient  dans  leurs 
moeurs.  Les  mSmes  moyens  peuvent  pro* 
duire  les  mSmes  effets;  n*en  doutez  point.  En 
Angleterre,  c'est  la  Bible  que  nous  avouons 
comme  la  source  unique  de  ces  m^es  v^rit^ 
celestes.  Vous  pouvez  compter  sur  la  benedic- 
tion toute  particuli^re  de  Dieu,  depuis  que  vous 
avez  commence  de  nouveau  k  rendre  un  hon- 
neur  si  ^clatant  k  sa  parole  par  votre  Society 
biblique;  repandez-en  les  institutions  auxiliaires, 
relevez  de  plus  en  plus  Testime  pour  la  Bible; 
r6pandez*en  les  exemplaires  jusqu*aux  villages 


Digitized  by 


Google 


596  9IS00UHS 

les  plus  £loigii6s;  faite^  qu'ib;  entrent  daitf 
chaque  chanmi^re;  ils  parleront  mienx  qae  voos; 
ils  proDonceront  d*une  voix  doace,  mais  ma- 
jestueuse^  les  paroles  dusalut;  ils  rappelleront 
les  hommes  k  la  p6aiteDce>  i  la  foi^  k  Tatnoar, 
au3t  bonnes  oeuvres ;  leur  voix  di^ne  p6ii£trarai 
rhomme^  abaissera  son  orguetljoavrifti  ses  yeat^ 
changera  les  dispositions  de  sotk  &me;  leurs 
legons  sont  secrfetes^  inconnues,  paisibles^  mais 
en  mdme  temps  efficaces^  spiritueUest  salataii»i. 
Le  moyen  que  Dieu  a  employ^  dans  tons  les 
sidles  ponr  faire  revivre  la  religion  spiritaelle 
pajrmi  le»s  Chr^tiens^  c*est  la  Bible, 

Pers^v^re^  donc^  Messieurs/  ne  vons  re* 
Iftcbez  pas.  Que  le  odonde  vons  m^prise^  que  Tin- 
diflR^rence  ou  la  prevention  vons  craigne^  n'itn- 
porte. .  Notre  Seigneiur  sera  votre  sontien  et  votr6 
force^  et  votrie  courontie.  Les  heureuz  com- 
mencemens  de  vos  trayanx  sont  les  gages  des 
nobles  sncc£s  qne  vons  pr^age  une  marche  A 
ferme.  Le  chetaiin  s*aplanii*a  devant  voufir. 
Vons  trouverez  les  ftmed  d6  vos  fr^res  ptfttes  k 
recevoir  les  paroles  vivifiaiites  de  J^sdis  Christ. 
Vons  aiderez  le  progr^  de  ce  triompbede'la 
croix  dn  Sanvenr^  qui  doit  snbjugner  les  nations; 
vonA  r^pandrez  les  lumi^res  celestes  oik  r^gnent 
d*6i»isses  tenures ;  vons  prehdrez  part  aux  ef^ 
forts  dont  redbublent  eil  ce  moment  tons  les 
hommes  pienx  de  toutes  les  ^glisecr  Chr^tiennes^ 
pour  etendre  le  nom  d*un  Die«  incam^^  et  poor 
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en  r6pandre  les  menrdUes  par  toute  la  terre. 
Vous  unirez  le  bonheur  de  yotre  propre  pays 
avec  les  pri^res  et  les  benedictions  du  monde; 
vous  h&terez  le  moment  si  long-temps  attendu 
oh  rinfideiite^  la  superstition^  Tidol^trie  et  le 
Tice^  seront  chassis  devant  la  lumi^re  .6clataQtfe 
4e  la  ^loire  de  J^sus  Christy  et  oii  regnera  le 
Roi  des  Rois  et  le  Seigneur  des  Seigneurs  aux 
si^cles  des  sidles.  * 

P^rdonnez-moi,  Messieurs,  la  cbaleur  de 
mes  expressions;  je  ne  puis  rester  froid  et  in- 
different, quand  je  vols  mes  frferes  de  tons  les 
pays  brCller  d*un  si  saint  zMe,  Pendant  dix-huit 
ans,  j*ai  suivi  d*un  oeil  de  joie  et  de  tendresse 
toute  la  marche  des  Societ^s  bibiiques,  et  je 
crois  y  entrevoir  ^  prdsesit  Taurore  de  oe  glorieux 
jour  qui  doit  se  lever  sur  la  terre.  Dieu  veuille 
que  votre  Society  Protestante  de  Paris  avance 
d'une  telle  mani^re^  que  la  France  devienne  le 
centre  de  la  pure  religion,  comme  elle  Test  des 
arts,  de  la  politesse,  et  de  Tesprit! 
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Address  ai  the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the^ 
City  of  London  Auxiliary  Bible  So- 
ciety.   Nov.  Ithj  1822. 


I    CONCUR^    Sir   Claudius    Hunter, 
most  cordially  in  all  that  has  been  said  on  the 
character  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Parent 
Society,  Mr.  Owen;  and  I  will  begin  the  very 
few  observations  I  have  to  offer,  by  assuring  this 
Meeting,  that,  not  only  at  home,but  in  every  place 
where  our  Foreign  Societies  have  been  planted, 
the  talents  and  worth  of  that  excellent  man 
were  duly  appreciated.    It  is  only  a  few  weeks 
back  that  I  was  present  myself  at  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Paris  Bible  Society;  and  when  I  an- 
nounced the  unfavourable  account,  which  I  had 
just  received,   of  the  progress  of  his  malady, 
every  eye  was  filled  with  tears,  and  an  involun- 
tary burst  of  grief  manifested  the  deep  interest 
which  was  felt  at  the  tidings.    Having  men- 
tioned Paris,  I  may  proceed  to  say,  that  never 
did  I  feel  the  unspeakable  importance  of  the 
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British  and  Foreigta  Bible  Society  so  iHividUy^ 
as  during  a  visit  of  only  a  few  days  which  I 
made  to  France.  I  landed  from  our  channel 
islands,  at  Granville,  in  Normandy;  and  at 
Cbutances,  the  very  first  place  I  came  to,  a  dty 
of  ten  or  eleven  thousand  inhabitants,  I  could 
learn  only  of  one  Protestant^  and  not  even  of 
one  Bible.  At  Saint  Lo  and  Bayeux,  towns  of 
nearly  similar  magnitude,  my  inquiries  were 
equally  disappointed.  '  Ohf  1  could  not  help 
saying  to  myself^  ^  Oh!  that  the  Sacred  Words 
of  Life  might  be  peacefully  distributed  amongst 
these  thousands  of  my  uninformed  and  super- 
stitious brethren!"  When  I  came  on  to  Caeo^ 
a  town  of  forty  thousand  souls,  I  first  met  with 
one  of  the  affiliated  bodies  of  the  great  French 
Bible  Society.  I  conversed  with  almost  all  the 
members  of  the  committee,  and  found  the  real 
work  of  circulating  the  Scriptm-es  only  just 
b^^^  and  the  iifrfinite  importance  of  it  scarcely 
understood.  Two  thousand  Protectants^  with 
but  a  few  copies  of  the  holy  guide  of  salva- 
tion^ surrounded  by  nearly  forty  thousand  Ca- 
tholics^ to  whom  that  guide  is  forbidden — what 
a  source  of  painful  reflection  to  a  British  Pro- 
testant^ and,  at  the  Same  time^  what  a  motive 
to  wal  and  activity  in  our  sacred  cause!  At 
.Roueii,  I  rejoiced  to  have  the  opportunity  of  a»- 
sisting  at  a  meeting  of  a  Freneh  Bible  Society 
conimittee;   but  I  rejoiced  still  more  to  find 
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love^  zeal^  determination.  The  Praddent  of  the 
Consistory^  M.  Fanmier^  won  my  heart  by  his 
fiweet  and  aifectionate  piety,  and  the  interest 
be  took  in  the  business  of  the  Society.  I  1^ 
the  comniittee  determined  to  subdivide  tlie  city 
of  Rouen  (eighty  thousand  souls)  into  districts, 
and  Search  but  the  siiattered  Ptotestants,  in  or- 
der to  furnish  them  \rttb  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 
But  I  was  still  ftarther  delighted,  when  I  arrived 
at  Paris,  the  spring  and  centre  of  all  the  FVench 
sooieties,  and  witnessed  the  enlightened  and 
diligent  proceedings  of  that  meritorious  com^ 
mittee ;  for  they  are  ooveri&g  Protestant  France 
ulth  kindred  bodies — ^they  publisb  monthly  bul- 
letins of  their  progress — ^they  correspond  vrftii 
the  chief  Bible  institutions  on  the  •  continent — 
they  emulate,  in  short,  the  e^erttoMs  leuid  ar- 
dour of  our  great  parent  society  at  home. 
Nor  are  they  without  enconragfement.  Alfaiost 
in  every  part  of  France,  a  desire  is  kindliiig"tb 
possess  and  study  the  Holy  Book — ^ihe  ^pieiyof 
former  agtk  fs  beginning  to  revive-^and  ^tte 
Roman  CfttfioUcs  themselves,  are,  in  numeion 
instancies^  tedted  to  inquire  after  the  blesB^ 
words  of  J^sus  Christ.  It  is  imposiMe^  i 
think,  for  any  one  to  set  his  foot  in  FraillDe,nBd 
not  bless  God  for  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society.  And  yet  Prance  is  only  one  (fivimm  of 
Europe,  and  Europe  only  one  division  of  ^ the 
world;— and  our  Bible  iastitntions,  i 
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dred  aii4  forty  languages  and  ^alects,  are  gently 
.making  tbeir  way,  and  peacefully  proclumiog 
the  name  of  a  crucified  Saviour  in  almost  every 
place ;  that  is,  they  are  every  where  silently  pn»- 
paHng  for  the  conversion  of  the  Hen^then  and 
Mohammedan  nations,  and  for  the  reviwd  of 
primitive  Christianity,  with  all  its  blesiings^ 
where  it  is  already  pjrofewed. 

And  here,  Sir  ClaudioSji  a  child  may  be  iiiia 
Hfied  to  answcir  the  chief  obj^tion  raised  in  this 
country  against  the  Bible  Sodety;  ior  what 
would  ottr  English  Liturgy,  and  the  devotional 
or  controverrial  writings  of  our  English  Episco- 
pal Church,  avml  in  fordgn  nations,  and 
amongst  foreigu  churches  ?  What  would  the 
Evangelical  churches  of  France  say  to  us,  or 
the  Romao  Catholic  bodies,  if  we  attempted  to 
give  our  Prayer  B^ok  with  tbe  Bible?  The  at- 
tempt would  be  madness.  And  yet,  who  for  a 
moment  would  hentate,  on  this  account,  to  j^ve 
the  insjHred  book  of  God  himself,  which  iB  able 
to  make  wise  unto  salvation,  (o  .every  hnaan 
being'in  all  these  various  comitritti?  Who  ,for 
an  instant  would  compare,  in  point  of  vatee, 
the  distribution  of  a  human  Liturgy,  however 
excellent,  (as  that  of  our  own, Church  most 
undoubtedly  is),  but  which: you  eannot-jsflTeot^ 
with  tbe  -distribtttion  of  the  life-^ving  Book^of 
<}race,  ittsi^red  and  dictated  by  thft  Holy  Oh(Wt 
UmMlf,, which. you  .can?  But,  iu  truth,  there 
oo2 
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is^  there  can  be^  no  question  about  the  Bible 
Society,  with  those  who  really  understand  its 
design,  and  are  free  from  the  secret  but  fatal 
influence  of  prepossession  and  prejudice. 

But  I  shall  be  reminded,  that  my  particular 
motion  respects  the  Committee  of  the  Ladies* 
Societies.  The  simple  plan  of  these  excellent 
Committees  is  well  known.  It  is  merely  to  ar- 
range the  supply  of  the  numerous  poor,  in  our 
populous  neighbourhoods,  by  the  friendly  visits 
of  the  benevolent  Ladies  resident  in  the  vicinity. 
I  cannot  but  avow  my  warm  approbation  of 
stich  a  plan.  To  visit  the  fatherless  and  wi- 
dows in  their  affliction,  I  always  thought  a  duty 
of  the  female  Christian;  and  to  add  to  her  other 
inquiries,  the  plain  questions,  *  Have  you  a 
Bible?* — ^  Shall  I  assist  you  in  obtaining  one?* 
— ^is  all  that  our  Ladies*  Institutions  direct. 
Now  I  oieve^  could  understand  how  it  can  be 
the  duty  of  a  female  to  make  other  benevolent 
inquiries,  and  yet  not  her  duty  to  make  the 
most  benevolent.  I  never  could  comprehend 
why  a  line  of  demarcation  is  to 'be  drawn  just 
where  eternity  is  joined  with  time;  and  tempo- 
ral relief  united  with  spiritual.  If,  indeed, 
cautions  are  thrown  in  as  to  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting all  this  detail  in  the  sub-operiBttions  of 
this  vast  society,  I  can  understand  tbetn. 
Human  infirmity  must  always  require,  and  a 
wise  and  enlightened  zeal  will  alwaiys  rejdce, 
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in  suob  ii^Qtioos.  If  additiooM  reserve  fm^ 
care,  pushed  even  to  scnipulowoess,  are  en* 
joined,  where  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  fe- 
male character,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  its 
duties,  are  involved,  I  can  readily  acquiesceii^ 
and  eagerly  profit  by  the  admonition.  Jt  is 
the  same  in  all  great  and  important  measures. 
Humility,  fear,  dread  of  ostentation,  simplicity, 
charity,  self-reounciation,  can  never  be  toot 
much  enforced.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  has  ever  listened  to  the  friendly  voLcq 
of  counsel.  But  all  this  is  very  different  from 
hostility,  indifference,  misrepresentation,  resent-; 
ment.  I  would  say,  therefore,  to  the  I^adies-*: 
Associations,  as  I  would  say  to  all  our  fiiend^ 
in  all  the  bnmches  of  the  Bible  Society's  pro* 
ceedings,  ^  Go  on;  do  the  unspeakable  good 
before  you ;  but  do  it  with  as  little  attendant 
error  and  mistake  as  you  can:  guard  every 
avenue  to  evil;  receive  every  hint  for  improving 
your  plans ;  but  let  not  any  incidental  and  ac- 
companying infirmities  deter  you  from  con- 
ferring the  main,  solid,  enduring,  inestimable 
benefit,  of  giving  to  your  fellow-creatures  the 
inspired  words  of  eternal  salvation:  direct, 
but  do  not  extinguish  your  zeal ;  guard,  but  do 
not  repress  your  love  to  your  dying  Saviour: 
and,  above  all,  listen  not  to  the  wretched  so- 
phistry, which  would  exclude  the  affections  of 
the  heart  from  the  very  cause  in  which  the  ex- 
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ercke  of  these  aflfectiona  is  not  only  most  legi- 
timate^  but  most  necessary  and  indispensable — 
tbe  caiise  which  directly  concerns  the  glory  of 
our  Lord  Christ,  and  the  illumination  and  sal- 
vation of  mankind. 

ISr  Clandias,  I  have  done.  My  health  is 
uncertain*  and  ought  perhaps  to  have  re- 
strained me  from  appearing  here  to-day.  But  the 
last  service  that  I  could  prevfdl  oa  myself  to 
decline  would  be,  that  which  regards  the  uni- 
▼ersid  distribution  of  the  Holy  Bible;  which 
onites  both  worlds;  wfaSch  teaches  us  the  love, 
and  gratitude,  and  obedience  we  owe  to  our 
l^viour  here,  and  which  wiH  prepare  us  for  ce- 
lebrating his  praise  in  that  eternal  rest  hereitffcer^ 
which  he  has  purchased  for  us  by  his  own  mys- 
terious sacrifice  on  the  cross. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMON     SENSE: 
9  pxiit  eeeaif. 


MCITBD   IN 


THE  THEATRE,  OXFORD, 
June  15,  1803. 

8£NO<l>.  iOIOMN.  lib.  iii.  cap.  0.  4. 


FOURTH   BDmON. 


OQ  4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


COMMON   SENSE. 


Thi  powers  of  the  human  mind  have  ever 
been  a  subject  of  the  most  interesting  research. 
They  continually  supply  new  points  of  inquiry, 
aod  soon  introduce  us,  when  deeply  pursued, 
into  a  boundless  range  of  fascinating  specula- 
tion. What  is  soUdly  important,  however,  is 
least  encumbered,  with  difficulty;  and  the  sub- 
ject which  is  now  to  be  considered  cannot  fiadi 
of  proving  a  source  of  various  instruction. 

Common  Sense  is  sometimes  defined  to  be 
that  power  of  the  mind  by  which  ideas  are  re- 
ceived and  compared :  but  it  is  usually  consi* 
dered  as  the  ordinary  judgment  of  mankind 
implanted  by  the  Creator,  and  capable  of  per- 
ceiidng  truth,  when  presented  to  it,  by  simple 
intuition.  In  proportion  as  the  mind  can  bring 
at  once  under  its  review  a  larger  number  of 
ideas,  and  determine  on  their  accordance  or 
disagreement,  is  the  strength  of  this  faculty. 
Its  appearances  and  operations  may  be  im- 
proved by  culture,  and  by  a  union  in  the  same 
mind  of  more  exalted  talents* 
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Its  influence  is  wide  and  important.  Ex 
tending  its  sway  over  all  the  transactions  of 
life^  it  claims  a  rank  from  the  frequency,  if  not 
from  the  splendour,  of  its  effects,  of  no  trifling 
elevation.  The  multitudes  who  in  every  state 
subsist  by  personal  labour  are  indebted  to  it  for 
all  the  limited  attainments  which  their  situations 
require.  The  commercial  branches  of  society 
d^riye. equal  benefits  frjQJp  its  exerci^;  it  goMes 
their  en4eavour9,  directs  ,thev*  ,en|ter|Nisefl^  And 
secures  their  success.  Its  influence  reaches 
even  to  the  highest  orders  .of  the  opmrniuuty ; 
for  no  rank  of  mep  cf^p  be  at  liberty  to  neglect 
its  (Uctates,  so  far  as).  they  9ce  tbe.  jrulw  of  do* 
mestic  pnopi;iety.  Ip^^ecli  by  a  ^aooformity  to 
tbe  gpidf^nce  of  Compiqu  Sense,  (he  gi*Aat  bod^ 
of  mapkin4^  withpul;  ^l^qts  of  aqy  brilliancy 
or  extenj(^  pfuss. through  life  with  .x^atation, 
and  meet  its  'duties  with  saffiqient  eWQtiKW. 
It  is  essential  tfaerefofle  to  the  fci^ppiness^of  so- 
ciety^  apd  tboi;^h  it  does  iiot,  when  alo^e^.  often 
lead  to  celebrity,  at  the  ieast  it  rescue^  .men 
from  ins^iflonncej  and  sequres  t^  them  the 
most  sQlid  benefits. 

It  will  b|B  fi^upd,  indeedy.  that  the  most 
weag\ity  copcerps  of  life  are  pQt  so  frequently 
9/t  the  dififppisal  of  genius  and  imagination,  «8  of 
the  plain  maxims  of  an  ordinary  judgment. 
The  more  splendid  faicttlties  of  the  mind  may 
by  their  rapid  as8Qpp»tionfiii8wprise  and  ^nbltaftt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMON   MNSB.  571 

U8 ;  they  may  challenge  onr  applause^  and  ar- 
rest for  the  moment  every  interfering  claim: 
bnt  we  regulate  oor  conduct  by  a  more  sober 
guide.    The  luxuriance  of  genius  is  corrected, 
the  fervours  of  the  imagination  are  suflfered 
to  cools  and  we  adopts  not  our  hasty  discove- 
ries, bnt  the  result  of  temperate  examination. 
Nor  is  this  wonderfoL    If  the  oixlinary  opera- 
tions of  life  depended  for  their  efficacy  on  the 
decision  of  superior  facul^lMS,  the  most  import- 
ant, as  well  as  the  most  numerous,  transactions 
df  the  worid  must  fail.    It  is  therefore  a  happy 
constitntion,   that,  while  the  lighter  and  less 
momentous  divisions  of  the  elegant  arts  are 
the  province  of  gemus,  the  extensive  and  un- 
bounded range  of  ordinary  afikirs  is  under  the 
dominion  of  a  commcMi^  though  inferior  talent. 
That  this  representation  is  accurate  wiU  be 
manifest,  if  we  recollect  the  fotal  mischiefis  which 
the  absence  of'Common  Sense  has  uniformly  oc- 
casioned. When  ignorance,  or  fear,  4^r  an  ima^* 
nation  unduly  excited,  have  for  a  seeison  snspend* 
ed  its  influence,  characters,  at  other  times  the 
most  coUectedi  have  acted  with  manifest  absur* 
dity.  What  is  there  so  irrational,  which  men  of 
the  first  general  talents  havenot  adopted,  when, 
under  the  irritation  of  fevourite  theories,  they 
have  neglected  the  dictates  of  a  sober  judgment? 
What  schemes  have  not  been  proposed  ?    W-bat 
measures  aot  adopted?     What  hopes  not  en- 
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ooui'aged?    What  mad  and  inooberent  expecta- 
tions have  net  been  formed^  wben^  to  the  neg- 
lect of  Common  Sense^  men  have  suffered  their 
minds  to  be  inflamed  with  some  fond  and  extra- 
vagant project?  Their  imaginations  having  been 
once  strongly  roused,   the  magnitude  of  their 
contrivance  has  appeared  to  them  to  be  only 
equalled  by  the  necessity  of  accomplishing  it. 
They  have  forgotten  intervening  obstacles,  over- 
looked the  uncertainty  of  human  aflbirs,  conaU 
dered  success  as  already  ensured,  aad  lost  at 
length  in  ruinous  speculation  that  wealth  and 
opportunity  which  in  the  sober  advances  of  re- 
gular employment  would  have  secured  to  them 
every  object  of  reasonable  ambition.   The  event 
has  been  similar  in  the  concerns  of  literatore. 
The  judgment  at  any  time  neglected,  what  in- 
consistendes  have  disgraced  the  pursuits  of  the 
critic,  the  philosopher,  and  the  divine!     It  has 
even  been  the  unhappiness  of  more  than  one 
celebrated  name,  by  the.  unaccountable  fasci- 
nation of  an  hypothecs,  to  waste  the  finest  tar 
lents  and  the  richest  stores  of  learning  in  ihiit- 
less  industry.    Their  works  may  be  valuable  in- 
deed for  their  adventitious  excellencies,  but  the 
object  of  thdr  labours  has  long  sunk  into  me- 
rited  and  universal  neglect. 

The  absence  of  Common  Sense  has  been  not 
less  fetally  marked  in  the  affidrs  of  .natiop3. 
Hie  expedition  to:  the  Holy  Land  remaiui^  an 
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UDCommoii  instance  of  the  weakness  oif  tiie 
hnnian  mind^  and  of  the  miseries  from  which  a 
simple  and  early  recurrence  to  an  unbiassed 
judgment  would  have  delivered  mankind.  '  The 
conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  Munster  under 
the  influence  of  the  Anabaptists  has,  from  a 
similar  deficiency,  tarnished  the  annals  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  condemnation  on  some 
parts  of  the  continent  of  the  earlier  and  more 
surprising  discoveries  in  anatomy  and  phynology^ 
as  having  a  tendency  to  atheism,  proceeded 
from  no  other  source.  But  every  monument  of 
the  fatal  effects  of  a  dereliction  of  this  fiEusulty 
with  regard  to  nations,  is  absorbed  by  a  r^ 
view  of  the  unparalleled  disaeters  which  have 
so  lately  distracted  Europe.  These  calamltaes 
may  be  traced  indeed  to  a  higher  origin ;  yet  if 
Comlmon  Sense  had  not  been  disregarded  in  the 
general  overthrow,  the  evils  which  we  can  now 
only  lament,  if  they  were  too  impetuous  to  be 
prevented,  would  surely  have  recdved  some 
mitigations  of  their  horror.  It  has  accordingly 
been  by  a  recurrence,  however  partial  or  in- 
sincere, to  this  important  guide,  that  any  ap- 
pearances of  tranquillity,  or  any  approach  to 
the  intercourses  of  society,  promise  at  length  to 
soften  the  miseries  of  innovation. 

But,  to  leave  these  occasional  defiriencies  of 
the  faculty  of  Common  Sense,  its  dependence  in 
general   on  circumstances  of  diligent  cultufe 
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may  be  aorarately  observed.  Between  tbe  i 
ordinary  powers  in  the  inhaUtaat  of  a  dvitiied 
nation^  and  of  one  left  to  its  original  barbarity^ 
the  differenoe  is  astonishing.  In  a  savage  Bi»U, 
the  power  of  Common  Sense  seems  so  langokl 
as  to  be  nearly  extinct.  The  extreme  indol^ioe 
and  stupidity  of  the  American  Indian  almost 
exceeds  belief.  He  has  no  focesigbt  beyond  the 
moment,  no  conceptions  of  rewards  and  pnnjsb- 
meat6  as  motives  to  action,  no  idets  esGoept 
those  which  are  strictly  sensible,  and  no  words 
to  express  any  thing  abstract  or  immatmal. 
^^Thdr  vacant  countenance,'*  observes  an  emi- 
nent historian',  ^^  their  staring  nnexpresrive 
eje^  Hieir  listless  inattention,  and  total  igno- 
rance of  subjects,  whJiKb  seem  to  be  the  finst 
wbich  should  oocupy  th6  thoughts  of  rational 
beings  made  suoh  an  impresoon  on  tbe  Spani- 
ards, when  they  first  bdield  those  rude  peopli^ 
that  they  CMsidered  them  as  animals  of  an  ia- 
ftarior  order,  and  eouM  not  believe  that  they, 
bdonged  ta  the  human  epecies.** 

We  need  not,  however,  have  recourse  to 
man  in  a.  state  of  nature,  in  order  to  i^ustoate 
the  power  which  oultii^stion  possesses  over*  tbe 
operaftidnB  of  this  &culty.  In  cases  drawni  from 
the  inhabitants' of  the  same  aatioa)  thOidistino- 
tion,  though  not  so  coattderable,.  is  slitt  great 

'  Dr.  Bobemoii  ia  hU  Hi0l«qr  «f  ^Si^fi^a,  jrpl.  V^  hq^^ 
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and  obvious.  The  man  who  has  spent  his  life 
in  an  obscare  hamlet,  seems  to  partake  but  in  a 
small  d^ree  of  this  general  etadowment.  His 
mind^  oppressed  with  ignoranee^  and  torpid  for 
want  of  opportunities  of  being  exercised^  ap- 
pears to  hhre  lost  those  capacities  it  might  have 
originally  possessed.  Never  called  to  any  intel- 
lectual operations^  he  is  incapable  of  apprehend- 
ing or  comparing  ideas,  if  they  rise  in  any  con- 
siderable degree  above  the  objects  of  his  gross 
.and  uncultivated  experience.  The  worlds  of 
science  and  literature  are  to  him  unknown.  The 
most  fkmiliar  propositions  appear  deep  and  com^ 
plicated.  Yet  in  this  state  he  is  contented  with 
bis  measure  of  knowledge,  and  feels  no.  want 
and  no  anxiety  for  any  h^her  attainments. 

To  this  bharacter  bow  opposite  is  theaituft- 
tion  of  mnltitudtib,  who,  possessing  no  natural 
superiority,  have  been  fitto»fed  with  the  afinfa»- 
tages  of  unremhtfied  eoltisre  1  The  emulation  bf 
society,  the  intercourse  of  ^literary  und  polished 
Ufe,  the  ui^gent  caUs*  of  profesmii  and  duty, 
unite  to  elevate  and  expand*  their  mind.  £veiy 
spark  of  latent  enei^  is  thus  elicited,  all  the 
powers  of  the  intell^  are  called  ibvlh  and  ese- 
cited  to  enterprise;  diligence  ^supplies  the  am 
^our,  or  rin^  the  exercises,  of  superior  talents; 
and  the  man,'irh<o  itt  the  eontraoted'sphere  of 
a  village  would  herve  renudned  in  obscurity, 
bvoi^ht  forth  to  notice,  md  placed  in  a  happy 
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and  congenial  situation,  becomes  an  importJEinty 
if  not  a  brilKant^  character. 

This  truth,  obvious  in  the  case  of  individuals^ 
loses  none  of  its  force  when  applied  to  coHeo- 
tive  bodies.     The  general  depression  of   the 
Common  Sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  Europe, 
which  began  with  the  decline  of  the  Roman 
empire,  and  was  completed  by  the  irrufHion  of 
the  fierce  and  barbarous  nations  of  the  North, 
is  too  well  known  to  require  a  particular  detaU. 
It  was  not  till  the  thirteenth  century  that  the 
overwhdmihg  and  impenetrable    darkness   of 
ignorance  and  superstition  began  to  be  dis- 
sipated.   For  the  space  of  more  than  six  cenUfr- 
ries,  circumstances,  which  excite  ridicule  for 
their  absurdity,  or  regret  on  account  of  their 
injustice,  fill  and  disgrace  the  annals  of  Europe. 
The  trial  by  judicial  combat,  the  various  appeals 
to  accidental  circumstances  for  the  decision  of 
the  most  important  causes,  the  right  of  private 
war,  the  extravagant  pretensions  of  chivalry, 
the  gross  and  complicated  impositions  of  the 
Ftipal  See,  and  the  unrelenting  vigour  of  the 
Feudal  System,  are  only  so  many  outrages  oa 
the  ordinary  judgment  of  mankind,  to  which 
the  Christian  world  were  gradually  subjugated. 
To  compare  these  circumstances  with  the  pre- 
sent state  of  general  information  in  all  the 
nfeitions  of  Christendom,  is  sufficient,  without 
any  comment,  to  illustrate  tfadnflu^ce  wluch 
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cQUivation  wd  r^fiiiemeDt  haveon  tbe  a4fatice- 
ment  and  operations  of  Common  S^nse. 

To  the  effects  which  arise  from  different  cir- 
cumstances of  improvement,   those  are  to  be 
added  which  spring  from  its  connection  with 
moral  excellence.    The  higher  and  more  impor- 
tant exercises  of  this  faculty  are  not  often  to  be 
fonnd  where  the  n^ind  is  enervated  by  licentious 
indolgence.    Not  to  insist  on;  the  consequences 
c^  irregular  conduct  on  the  intellectual  XM>wer8 
which  are  direct  and  physical,   a  dulness  is 
gradually  induced,  which  checks  the  operations 
of  the  mind^  weakens  the  decisions  of  the  jvdg- 
ment,   and  causes  the  finest  eqergies  of  the 
understanding  to  languish  and  decay.    The  most 
celd^rated  have  therefore  been  in  general  the 
Jtk6st  virtuous  characters.      Virtue  bestows  a 
certain  vigour  and  independence  and  alacrity, 
which,  like  health  to  the  body,  give  a  tone  to 
every  exertion  of  the  intellect,  and  strengthen 
the  efforts  of  Common  Sense.    The  judgment 
has  a  tendency  on  the  other  hand,  if  its  sug^ 
gestioos  were  regarded,  to  produce  the  most 
accurate  cooduct.     The  prescriptions  of   mo- 
rality are  so  consonant  with  its  very  first  prin- 
ciples, and  derive  so  much  authority  from  its 
unbiassed  exercise,  that  a  conformity  to  the 
rules  of  Common  Sense  is  only  another  term  for 
propriety  of  behaviour,   and  the  discharge  of 
every  personal  and  relative  obligation. 

VOL.  II.  p  P 
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Aftei*  tivevy  eottrideration,  hbirever,  of  chI- 
ture  and  tno»Ui»  great  diflferences  vfVl  still  exist 
in  the  ai^;iearance6  of  this  po\rer^  ari^ng  from 
the  measure  of  original  endowment.  Where 
every  circamstance  which  can  be  supposed  to 
have  an  influence  is  exactly  similar,  some  will 
be  distiuguished  by  a  masculine  and  compro- 
hensive  understanding,  to  which  no  exterior 
advantages  can  elevate  the  mass  of  mankind. 
l^th  the  recollection  of  a  late  eminent  moralist 
and  philosopher*  every  idea  of  esteem  and  vene- 
ration must  be  awakened.  Under  the  gmdaaee 
of  an  unrivalled  proportion  of  this  fisusidty, 
united  with  superior  literary  attainments,  he 
devdoped  every  subject  to  which  he  approached, 
threw  new  and  important  light  on  the  most 
obscure  and  intricate  topics,  and  formed  by  hie 
weighty  and  authoritative  decisions  a  &tin- 
guished  sera  in  the  style  and  criticism  and  lexico- 
graphy of  our  country.  He  may  be  considered, 
indeed,  as  a  singular  monument  of  the  powera 
of  a  strong  and  enlightened  judgment. 

When  the  feoulty  of  Common  Sens^  bow- 
ever,  has  been  equally  l>estowed  and  similarly 
cultivated,  if  its  general  appearances  are  still 
different,  a  case  obvious  and  important,  it  may 
perhaps  be  resolved  into  national  eompleicion, 

*  Dr.  Samud  Johnson. 
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thftt  Tariatiott  vfaieh  arises  from  the  cast  of 
niaoners^  cHmate^  or  constitiitiQii  of  mankiiuL 
The  iobabitanta  of  France  are  accovdiDgly  sel^- 
4)oin  strongly  under  its  operation.  Actuated  bj 
a  certain  Tivaeity  and  sprightfiness  of  mind,  they 
listen  with  little  attention  to  the  sober  provisions 
of  the  judgment.  All  is  gaiety,  and  pleasure, 
and  enjoyment;  while  distant  evils  are  never 
snffsred  to  inteefere  with  present  gratiication. 
The  complexion  of  the  German  places  him  at  a 
very  remote  distance  from  this  indiscriminate 
alacdty*  His  character,  slow  in  unfolding  tt-^ 
self,  and  cantious  in  its  progress^  presents  us 
with  the  same  ordinary  judgmmt  under  nearly 
opposite  circnmstanees*  The  Italian  is  yet 
diff^-ent  from  dther  of  these ;  and^  especiaOy 
since  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  has  declined^ 
seldom  rises  to  firmness  and  deeisioD,  or  breaks 
the  alluriag  charms  of  indolent  indulgence. 
The  grave  and  inflexible  fiMrmaUty  of  the  Sps^ 
mard  affords  us  a  fnrthei*  nnodificatioo*  A  spirst 
of  haughtiness  and  procrastination,  increased 
by  the  utmost  rigour  of  papal  tyranny^  and  na 
longer  assisted  by  that  ardour  for  enterpitee 
wfakh  onoe  marked  and  enKfened  his  obaraoter^ 
•eems  to  hare  oppressed  alt  freedom  of  thought, 
and  to  bave  lessened,  if  not  extingoiehed,  bis 
mteUectoal  importance.  Mistakes  will  tbec»- 
fore  arise  in  estimating  the  measure  of  Cemmom 
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Sedse^  if^  In  survejritig  a  character^  .something 
be  not  allotted  to  national  temperament,  if  we 
•do  not  i-ecoHect  that  the  same  powers  of  the 
Xf&^d  will,  from  this  large  and  inevitable  infa- 
Ijion,  present  itself  under  vaiious  circumstances 
f}{  advantage. 

,  ,  Amidst  the  otiier  nations  of  Europe,  how* 
^ver,  Great  Britain  may  be  considered  as  emi* 
nent  for  the  possession  of  this  foculty.  Hold* 
ing  an  intermediate  and  felicitous  place  be- 
tween the  versatile  talents  of  one  people,  and 
tte  tardy  or  enervated  operations  of  others,  our 
country  has  received,  in  a  degree  by  far  superior 
to  any  of  the  adjacent  powers,  this  very  im^ 
portant  endowment!  Not  that  we  are  deprived 
of  our  full  proportion  of  splendid  and  illustrious 
talents;  but/  having  to  boast  of  the  powers  of 
genius  and  discovery  in  common  perhaps  with 
others,  in  this  we  seem  to  stand  distinguished, 
that  the  general  body  of  the  people  possess  a 
8tt!ong  ordinary  capacity  of  judgment,  that  our 
inferior  orders  hold  a  higher  rank  in  intellectual 
excellency  than  the  same  orders  in  any  other 
state.  Information  is  more  widely  diffused,  mo~ 
derate  and  sufficient  Common  Sense  is  more 
gederally  to  be  discovered,  and  its  exercises 
ar^  mcHre  just  and  considerable  than  in  the  other 
natioM  of  Europe;  For  this  distinction  we  are 
i«debfted  to  the  elevated  tone  of  public  morals, 
to  our  salutary  and    corrected  enjoyment  of 
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)K>litical  libei^ty^  to,the  encouragement  which  i§ 
afforded  to  litti'sify  meiNt^  and  the  extensive 
difiusion  of  religiOfus  and  general  kppwledge. 

Appeals  therefore,  when  they  are  fair  and 
honourable^  to  the  Common  Sense  of  this  coun- 
try are  usually  attended  with  success.    When 
particular  tribunals  are  at  any  time  led  away  by 
mistaken  information  or  local  prejudices,  the 
general  sense  of  the,  nation  seldom  fails  to  dis-^ 
cover  and  correct  the  aberration.    To  this  re- 
mark few  exceptions  are  to  be  found.    It  is  in- 
deed possible^  that  the  passions  of  the  people 
may  be  hastily  and  improperly  excited ;  but  the 
effiftrvescence  is  never  permanent.    Like  the  sea 
agitated  by  a  storm,  it  soon  subsides  into  its 
wonted  state  of  calmness  and  tranquillity.    Of 
the  truth  of  this,  observation  we  have  of  late 
had  a  memorable,  and,  in  the  event,  a  most 
honourable  proof.     During  the  contest,  from 
which  it  is  dij£cult  to  say  whether  we  are  yet 
disengaged,  a  very  insidious  appeal  was  made, 
not  to  the  judgment  and  reason,  but  to  the 
very  worst  passions  of  the  human  mind.  Under 
the  cloke  of  free  investigation,  a  contempt  of 
all  authority  human  and    divine  was  ihdus-- 
triously  recommended.    The  pride  and  ambi- 
tion and  avarice  of  mankind  were  addressed* 
and  inflamed.    Every  artifice  was  employed, 
and  employed  with  malignant  diligence,  to  call 
off  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  dictates 
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of  an  tinbiassed  jadgtoent,  to  the  hasty  and 
alarming  rapacities  ef  aobridled  liceotioiisness. 
The  sound  understanding  of  this  country  never 
rose  with  more  dignity^  than  in  the  universal 
abhorrence  which  has  at  length  repressed  and 
overwhelmed  these  base  machinations.  To  its 
salutary  influence  we  are  indeed  indebted, 
under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  for  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  constituliod^  the  aflbience  of  our 
resources^  and  the  purity  of  our  morals  and  onr 
religion. 

Of  these  just  encomiums  on  our  country  it 
is  painful  to  recollect  that  any  points  should  be 
found  to  limit  the  application.  But  whilst  the 
cruel  and  absurd  practice  of  angle  combat  is 
still  retained  from  the  barbarities  of  tiie  dark 
ages;  and  so  long  as  the  still  more  inhuman 
traffic  in  slaves'  continues  to  diriKmour  our 
national  character^  we  must  acknowledge  that 
the  influence  of  reason  remains  lamentably  de^ 
ficient ;  and  that  humanity,  not  less  than  Com«- 
mon  Sense,  is  wounded  by  ciraumstanoes  of 
deep  and  complicated  enoitnity* 

In  vindicatiDg  for  this  fheulty  all  ite  genuine 
influence,  it  will  be  necessary  to  disclaim  a  cer- 
tain artful  and  superficial  method  of  addressing 
the  populace,  which,  whilst  it  puts  on  tlie  ap- 


»  This  traffic,  to  the  elcmal  honoor  of  the  Britiab 
if  now  abolighcd,  1807. 
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pesrance  of  simple  Common  Sense^  is  deodtftil 
and  dangerous.  Of  this  every  innovator  in 
civil  as  well  as  theological  subjects  has  known 
liow  to  avail  himself.  A  bold  claim  to  science^ 
an  affectation  of  indiscriminate  candour^  an 
insidious  and  popular  address  to  the  passions  of 
mankind^  an  isolated  and  malicious  and  Iok 
flammatory  representation  of  errors  incident  to 
every  human  institutioui  were  the  detestable 
Arts  of  a  man^  celebrated  only  for  his  villainy, 
and  ^ose  name,  as  well  as  cause,  has  long^ 
4>een  consigned  to  perpetual  and  merited  ob- 
livion. 

To  appreciate  the  importance  of  Common 
Sense  we  must  not,  however,  confine  our  obser- 
vations, as  we  have  hitherto  done^  to  its  direct 
and  independent  influence ;  we  must  proceed  to 
examine  the  place  which  it  holds,  as  superadded 
to  the  higher  powers  of  the  mind,  as  moderat- 
ing the  ardour  of  genius,  as  guiding  the  efforts 
of  learning,  as  extending  its  law!  to  eloquence 
and  philosophy,  and  occupying  an  important 
situation  in  the  concerns  of  religion. 

For  in  the  characters,  and  they  are  nume- 
rous, where  it  cannot  be  considered  as  the  lead- 
ing talent.  Common  Sense  is  conspicnous  in 
the  regulation  of  those  efforts  which  it  could 
not  have  produced.    Genius  may  shine  in  all 

4  Thomas  Paine. 
P  P  4 
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Its  spleiiddar;  the  iaveDtion  may  be  grand  aad 
prolific;  the  powers  of  the  imag^Dation  nn«^ 
bounded;  the  mind  qoick  to  discern,  ardent  to 
pursue,  comprehensive  to  embrace:  yet,  unless 
an  ordinary  judgment  be  added,  every  thing 
will  fail.  The  character,  as  the  vessel  without 
ballast,  will  want  steadiness  and  direction.  It 
may  amuse  or  astonish;  but  it  will  seldom 
be  productive  of  the  highest  advantage. 

With  the  conduct  of  literary  attainments 
the  union  is  equally  obvious.  Not  to  mention 
the  importance  of  this  fiiculty  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  learning,  its  salutary  improvement  can 
certainly  be  expected  from  no  other  source. 
Where  the  connexion  of  learning  and  Common 
Sense  happily  subsists,  no  limits  can  be  as- 
signed to  the  benefits  which  the  scholar  may 
produce.  If  it  be  wanting,  his  adventitious  ad- 
vantages, like  the  fortifications  of  a  revolted 
dty,  only  make  him  the  more  formidable  opr 
ponent  of  truth.  Of  the  adaptation  of  learning 
to  the  most  interesting  purposes,  a  late  elegant 
and  accomplished  scholar^  was  a  very  honour- 
able example.  His  various  and  extensive  literap- 
ture  was  uniformly  directed  by  an  enlightened 
judgment  to  objects  of  real  importance  to  man- 
kind. The  best  interests  of  social  order  and  of 
religion  stand  indebted  to  his  laborious  and 

^  Sir  Wilijum  Joocs. 
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awcrarfiH :r«sfearolid9;  and  wc  ba^e  bnl]r  to  re^ 
gret  that  hit  cooatry  and  the  woild  were  so; 
{Mtematurely  deprived  of  his  superior  talente. 

Connected  thus  intimately  with  literature 
in  general^  criticism  and  the  art  of  reasoning 
may  be  considered  as  its  peculiar  province.  Of 
criticism,  indeed,  a  nervous  Comnioa  Senses 
combined  with  learning  and  general  informa* 
tion,  is  not  an  accessory  only,  but  the  very 
foundation.  Criticism  is  surrounded  with  dan* 
gers.  Extreme  severity,  curious  and  minnte 
analysis,  occasional  or  local  or  hasty  prejudices 
may  easily  betray  its  decisions.  Against  these 
errors  a  sound,  judgment  can  alone  prove  an 
effectual  guard.  It.  prescribes  that  narrow  and 
delicate  boundary,  from  wMch^  if  criticism  de* 
dines,  it  becomes  the  engine  of  a  party,  and 
loses  all  the  deference  to  which  it  has  ever, 
when  candidly  exerted,,  a  just  and  honourable 
claim.  With  regard  to  logic,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  it  be  anything  more  than  the  transcript 
tion  and  antmgement  of  the  dictates  of  Common 
Sense.  It  is  on  this  ground  that  it  rests.  From 
this  the  art  of  reasoning  derives  its  name,  its  dir 
visions,  its  improvement,  its  prevalence,  its  aor- 
lidity,  its  perfection,  and  even  its  existence,  as 
a  branch  of  general  knowledge.  Thesyllogis- 
^tic  method  of  reasoning,  its  principal  boast, 
may  be  deemed  one  of  the  soundest  discoveries 
of  Common  Sense  to  which  the  world  was  ever 
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witness.  And  tbe  pUknoplier^  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  the  iwention,  amidst  his  geii&» 
ral  piraise,  obtained  ca  this  aum>ant  not  the 
kast  or  most  triffing  part  of  his  celebrity. 

To  the  art  of  peieoasion^  the  ioflttenoe  of 
an  ordinary  judgment  is  in  every  respect  ne* 
cessaiy*  The  fri^d  exposition  of  troth  exdtes 
not  the  affections  of  the  mind.  Eloquence,  to 
be  eflfectualj  must  not  only  be  forlned  on  the 
eold  dictates  of  science,  bat  be  enriched  also 
with  a  deep  and  practical  knowkdge  of  the 
hmnan  heart.  The  ekgant  and  measured  com* 
porit&on  of  the  doeet,  the  aobtilties  of  soieocs^ 
the  difficulties  of  intricate  argument,  the  nice 
pcfinements  of  language,  are  lost  upon  a  mixed 
assembly.  An  oration,  like  an  insCrament,  may 
be  poUshed  tiU  it  has  no  edge.  It  is  the  plain 
and  impressire  address  to  the  Common  Sense 
and  common  feelings  of  the  mind,  which  en- 
lightens and  rouses  those  who  hear.  The 
polished  periods  of  Isocrates  are  received  with 
UtUe  interest.  But  when  Demosthenes  rises, 
and,  leaving  the  study  of  words  and  the  dabo* 
rate  degancies  of  expression,  paints,  in  bold 
and  idvid  colours,  the  more  prominent  evils  of 
their  situation,  represents  PhUip  sdready  at 
thdr  borders,  and  hcmestly  taxes  them  with  a 
4e8perate  security,  the  Athenians  are  txMised, 

•  Aristotle. 
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and  nbtfaing;  is  brei^ed  but  ardottr  tmd  re- 
venge* He  IS  the  disciple  and  the  orator  of 
Common  Sense.  His  representations  are  so 
forett)le9  that  thejr  arrest  the  attention  of  men; 
80  perspicttOQS  and  splendid^  that»  like  the  light 
of  the  suo,  Aeir  effect  is  immediate  and  irre-^ 
sistible. 

Hie  dependence  of  moral  philosophy  on  tbis 
important  faculty  is  equally  remarlcable.  The 
absurdities^  which  were  involved  in  the  systems 
of  ancient  ethics,  owed  their  rise  to  a  neglect 
of  its  dictates.  The  impracticable  tenets  of  the 
Stoics^  the  licentious  dogmas  of  Epicurus,  and 
the  perplexing  doctrines  of  the  Academics^  were 
diflferently,  but  equally,  removed  from  every 
rational  limit.  To  systems  so  repugnant  to 
Common  Sense,  the  doctrines  of  Socrates  form 
a  memorable  exception.  F<^owing  the  pre* 
scriptions  of  a  discerning  judgment,  he  drew 
off  the  attention  of  men  from  inquiries  of  im-» 
penetrable  obscurity  to  the  caltivation  of  piel^ 
and  virtue.  By^he  graceful  exhibition  of  truth, 
enforced  with  the  finest  genius,  with  admirable 
powers  of  irony,  and  the  command  of  a  fas- 
cinating  eloquence,  the  Sophists  of  his  age  were 
repressed,  and  such  disciples'  were  formed  as 
have  sddom  been  equalled,  and  never  sur- 
passed, in  the  republic  of  letters. 

7  Xeaophon  and  Plato. 
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^  \^th  the  science  of  natural  phiiofiophy  thu 
union  is  not  less  intimate.     Till  a  grand  and 
noble  efl^  of  Common  Sense  placed  its  prose- 
cution on  the  true  basis^  centuries  passed  away 
without  any  considerable  discoveriM^    or  the 
improvement  of  what  was  already  known.    The 
ancient  system  of  dialectics,  useful  and  import- 
ant when  acting  in  its  proper  sphere   being 
applied  to  subjects  to  which  it  had  no  analogy; 
and  being  imposed  on  the  World  by  the  author 
rity  of  a  great  name  and  the  veneration  of  long 
and  uninterrupted  possession,   the  progress  of 
physics  was  slow   and  falladous.     The  most 
obstinate  phenomena  were  disposed  of  by  pro- 
positions of  no  distinct  meaning;  and  the  ad- 
vances of  the  student,  as  of  the  traveller  in  a 
mistaken  road,  in  proportion  as  thejr  were  dili- 
gent, only  removed  him  further  from  accuracy 
and  truth.    The  appeal,  therefore,  of  the  illos- 
trious  Bacon  from  barren  argument  to  expe- 
riment and  nature,  was  a  sound  and  eminently 
important  dictate  of  Common  Sense.    Percdv- 
ing  that  logic,  when  applied  to  philosophy,  was 
obnsidered  as  determining  with  equal  precision 
as  in  cases,  of  moral  evidence,  he  boldly  de- 
udanded  a  new  and  accurate  standard:  he  de- 
clared  that,  not   arguments,   but  facts;   not 
what   agreed   with    principles,   but  principles 
themselves;  not  the  demonstration  of  syllogism^ 
but  of  experiment   and  induction,    were  the 
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|X»iDte:tQ  be  insisted  on.  Rising  In  tUa  maimer 
frith  all  the  dignity  of  truths  and  improving 
upon  the  intimations  of  his  eminent  predecessor 
0f  the  same  name^  the  charm  which  had  for 
ages  enchained  the  world  was  dissolved,  physics 
were,  established  on  their  natural  foundation^ 
the  way  was  opened  for  the  important  adapta-> 
tion  of  mathematical  science  to  philosophy 
founded  on  experiment,  and  a  very  distin- 
guished period  was  formed  in  the  improvement 
of  the  human  mind. 

To  assign  a  more  important  office  to  the 
commion.  judgment  of  mankind  than  we  have 
hitherto  allotted  it,  would  be  impossible,  if 
its  influence  did  not  extend  in  a  necessary, 
though  subordinate,  manner  to  the  concerns 
of  rdigion*  In  possession  of  an  unerring  insti- 
tute of  our  faith,  it  is  the  province  of  Conunon 
Sense,  united  with  mature  and  solid  learnings 
t(K  examine  its  evidences,  to  discover  by  a  difi- 
gent  and  bonest  investigation  its  genuine  door 
tiines,  and  to  provide,  for  their  establishment 
and  defence.  To  the  neglect  of  this  siitaple  ex^ 
pedieht  the  principal  corruptions  of  Christianity 
may  be  ascribed.  Interdicting  the  perusal  of 
its  records,  the  church  of  Rome  gradually  in? 
troduced  an  accumulation  of!  doctrines  and  ccr 
remonies,  which  can.  never  he  reflect^  on  witb^ 
out  the  utmost  astonishment.  The  repugnancy 
of  her  constitution  to;  the, most  obvious  precepts 
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0f  CbmoMti  Sense  when  eal^fatened  by  Ae 
Seriptareay  wai  resorted  to  at  the  period  of  the 
Reformatioo  as  an  argaiaeat  of  irresistible  eOBU 
cacy:.  We  learn  Irom  the  histwians  of  that 
period,  that  the  cB^iersioa  of  tranalsted  eopies 
of  the  Neir  Testament  was  among  the  principal 
causes  of  the  prodigions  success  of  the  reformed 
doctrines.  The  case  was  obvioos.  NotUng 
leading  to  the  monstrous  and  absurd  doctrines 
of  transabstantiation,  of  puigatory,  of  the  adorar 
tion  of  relics,  of  indulgences,  and  the  laterces* 
skm  Of  saiaAs,  eonld  be  discovered  in  the  Sa* 
oitd  code.  Jn  pK<qportion  therefore  as  it  was 
allowed  to  address  itself  to  the  common  under* 
standings  of  men,  those  teneta  which  were  con* 
formed  to  it  would  of  necessity  gain  adherents. 
A  ttmilar  recurrence  to  the  standard  of  oi»r 
belief  would  hare  an  eminent  iofloence  in  cmm* 
teracting  the  unw4>rtfay  admixtures  which  sdH 
<fisgrace  the  Protestant  churches.  The  bold 
claim  to  a  more  unbiassed  eaercise  of  the  jod^ 
ment,  which  is  with  little  modesty  advanced  by 
certaiv  heretics  ^  is  groundless  and  dishonouiv 
ablcw  Those  propositions  may  be  superior  to 
Gomnson  Sense,  which  are  by  no  means  repng* 
nant  to  it.  And  the  rimpie,  dbvions^  and 
togidd  interpretation  of  the  records  of  oov  n^ 
ligion  iswhiA  weh«rearightto4eiittmd^  timigli 

'  ^  The  Socmkuii. 
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that  iotarpntatioii  should  ioTobre  tnithsiiieradii* 
bleto  the  pride  of  an  inaccarate  or  hasty  reasabec 
Nor  indeed  wtU  the  honest  inqoirer  belong  in  dis- 
covering that  the  systems  of  those  dirines  oasn  be 
of  little  value^  for  the  estab&hment  of  which  the 
laws  ^f  criticism  are  to  be  outraged,  writhigs 
intended  for  popular  instntction  are  no  longer 
to  be  understood  in  their  grammatieal  senses 
and  before  the  magic  vand  of  an  insidious  dis* 
putant  every  venerable  doctrine  is  to  be  uveak^ 
ened  or  discarded. 

After  this  review  of  the  operations  of  Com** 
mon  Sense,  its  rank,  no  less  than  its  import* 
ance,  may  be  feirly  appreciated.  Having  traced 
its  influence  in  the  arrangement  of  ordinary 
duties,  we  perceived  that  the  most  numerons 
and  we^ty  events  were  under  hs  direction. 
Tlifis  oondusion  was  confirmed  by  adverting  to 
tkepubSic,  as  wdl  as  domestic,  erik  attendant 
on  its  absence.  Its  variations  under  ciroum* 
stances  of  culture  or  neglect,  under  tboee 
whi<A  spring  fi^om  the  moral  character,  and 
those  that  may  be  traced  to  the  differences  of 
national  complejuon  and .  original  endowment. 
Were  then  considei*ed.  This  left  us  at  liberty  to 
touch  on  Its  connexion  with  the  higher  faculties; 
as  curbing  the  imagination,  directing  literary 
excellence  in  general,  and  some  branches  of  it 
in  particular,  as  standing  united  with  ethics 
and  natural  pbM|bsophy«  and  even  ctaiming  a 
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4Becoiidary  plaice  in  the  ooncems  of  dor  mosi  holy 

Of  its  eminent  utility  there  can,  therefore, 
be  no  doubt*  It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all 
that  is  important  and  honourable  in  life.  Its 
dictates  are  to  human  knowledge  what  the 
axioms  of  geometry  are  with  respect  to  ma- 
thematics. Hiey  are  first  principles,  to  which 
aiXL  posterior  advances  must  be  referred.  Where 
Common  Sense  may  be  considered  as  the  lead- 
ing faculty,  it  forms  characters  of  worth  and 
reputation,  it  conducts  securely  in  the  usual 
tracks  of  sdencse,  and  is  in  general  a  sufficient 
moderator  of  the  transactions  of  the  world. 
Even  where  its  situation  is  subordinate,  its 
presence  can  in  no  way  be  dispensed  with. 
Whilst  it  yields  to  the  imagination  in  splendour, 
it  rivals  it  in  solid  importance.  If  it  be  not  the 
torrent  surmounting  every  obstacle,  and  rolling 
with  a  majestic  and  impetuous  course;  it  is  the 
calm  and  silent  stream,  which  proceeds  with 
equal  and  delightful  advances,  and  carries  re- 
freshment and  life  wherever  it  flows. 

DANIEL  WILSON,   A.  B. 
St.  Edmund  Hauu. 

May  1808. 

THB  END.      :  // 

Piloted  bj  s!  Qmnkll,  Uttlc  Qaee^Strcct,  Lottdon. 
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